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A BILL

To anend sections 9.37, 167.03, 305.171, 505. 603,
3917. 04, 4931.41, 4931.43, 4931.44, 4931. 45,
4931. 49, 4931. 50, 4931.64, 4931.65, 4931. 66,
5703. 57, 5705.13, 5713.07, 5713.08, 5713.081,
5713. 082, 5715.27, and 5717.02 and to enact
section 148.061 of the Revised Code to vest in
county auditors responsibility for review ng and
approving property tax exenption applications for
sonme publicly owned property, to authorize
| egi slative authorities of nunicipal corporations,
county auditors, and boards of township trustees
to adopt a direct deposit payroll policy, to
clarify that a board of township trustees may
of fer deferred conpensation plans or progranms to
the township's officers and enpl oyees, to

aut hori ze regional councils of governnent to
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operate a 9-1-1 public safety answering point, to
revise the nmenbership of the GChio Business Gateway
Steering Committee, to authorize counties and
townshi ps to increase the anpbunt credited to
"rainy day" reserve bal ance accounts to one-sixth
of the expenditures nade in the preceding fiscal
year fromthe fund in which the reserve bal ance
account is established, and to authorize a county
or township to offer any qualified benefit
avail abl e under a cafeteria plan, and to offer a
health and wel | ness benefit program to its

of ficers and enpl oyees.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 9.37, 167.03, 305.171, 505.603,
3917. 04, 4931.41, 4931.43, 4931.44, 4931.45, 4931.49, 4931.50,
4931. 64, 4931. 65, 4931.66, 5703.57, 5705.13, 5713.07, 5713.08,
5713. 081, 5713.082, 5715.27, and 5717.02 be anended and section
148. 061 of the Revised Code be enacted to read as follows:

Sec. 9.37. (A As used in this section, "public official"
nmeans any el ected or appointed officer, enployee, or agent of the
state, any state institution of higher education, any political
subdi vi si on, board, conmi ssion, bureau, or other public body
established by law. "State institution of higher education"” neans
any state university or college as defined in division (A) (1) of
section 3345.12 of the Revised Code, conmunity college, state

comrunity college, university branch, or technical college.

(B) Except as provided in d—Hst+oen divisions (F) and (G of
this section, any public official my make by direct deposit of
funds by electronic transfer, if the payee provides a witten

aut hori zation designating a financial institution and an account
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nunber to which the paynent is to be credited, any payment such
public official is permtted or required by law in the perfornance

of official duties to make by issuing a check or warrant.

(C© Such public official nay contract with a financi al
institution for the services necessary to nake direct deposits and
draw | unp-sum checks or warrants payable to that institution in

t he anount of the paynments to be transferred.

(D) Before making any direct deposit as authorized under this
section, the public official shall ascertain that the account from
whi ch the paynent is to be made contains sufficient funds to cover

t he amount of the paynent.

(E) If the issuance of checks and warrants by a public
of ficial requires authorization by a governing board, commi ssion,
bureau, or other public body having jurisdiction over the public
official, the public official may only make direct deposits and
contracts under this section pursuant to a resolution of
aut hori zation duly adopted by such governi ng board, comr ssion

bureau, or other public body.

(F) Pursuant to sections 307.55, 319.16, and 321.15 of the
Revi sed Code, a county auditor may issue, and a county treasurer
may redeem electronic warrants authorizing direct deposit for
paynment of county obligations in accordance with rul es adopted by
the director of budget and managenent pursuant to Chapter 119. of
t he Revi sed Code.

(G The legislative authority of a municipal corporation, for

enpl oyees of the municipal corporation, a county auditor, for

county enpl oyees, or a board of township trustees, for township

enpl oyees, nmay adopt a direct deposit payroll policy under which

all enployees of the nmunicipal corporation, all county enpl oyees,

or all township enployees, as the case nmay be, provide a witten

aut hori zation designating a financial institution and an account
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nunber to which paynent of the enpl oyee's conpensation shall be

credited under the nunicipal corporation's, county's, or

township's direct deposit payroll policy. The direct deposit

payroll policy adopted by the leqgislative authority of a nunicipal

corporation, a county auditor, or a board of township trustees may

exenpt fromthe direct deposit requirenent those nunicipal

county, or township enpl oyees who cannot provide an account

nunber, or for other reasons specified in the policy. The witten

authorization is not a public record under section 149.43 of the
Revi sed Code.

Sec. 148.061. In addition to the program of deferred

conpensation that may be offered under this chapter, a board of

township trustees may offer to all of the officers and enpl oyees

of the township plans or prograns for deferring conpensation

desi gned for favorable tax treatnment of the conpensati on so

deferred. A plan or program shall present a reasonabl e nunber of

options to the township's officers and enpl oyees for the

investment of the deferred funds that will assure the desired tax

treatment of the funds.

Any i ncone deferred under a plan or program shall continue to

be included as requl ar conpensation for the purpose of conputing

the contributions to and benefits fromeach officer's or

enpl oyee's retirenment system but shall not be included in the

conputation of any federal and state incone taxes w thheld on

behal f of the officer or enployee.

Sec. 167.03. (A) The council shall have the power to:

(1) Study such area governnental problens common to two or
nore nenbers of the council as it deems appropriate, including but
not limted to matters affecting health, safety, welfare,

educati on, econom ¢ conditions, and regional devel opnent;
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(2) Pronote cooperative arrangenents and coordi nate action
anong its nenbers, and between its nenbers and ot her agencies of
| ocal or state governnents, whether or not within Chio, and the

federal governnent;

(3) Make recommendations for review and action to the nenbers
and ot her public agencies that performfunctions within the

regi on;

(4) Pronote cooperative agreenents and contracts anmong its
nmenbers or other governnental agencies and private persons,

corporations, or agencies;

(5) Operate a public safety answering point in accordance
with sections 4931.40 to 4931. 70 of the Revised Code;

(6) Performplanning directly by personnel of the council, or
under contracts between the council and other public or private

pl anni ng agenci es.
(B) The council may:

(1) Review, evaluate, comment upon, and nake recommendati ons,
relative to the planning and programing, and the |ocation,
financing, and scheduling of public facility projects within the

region and affecting the devel opnent of the area;

(2) Act as an areawi de agency to perform conprehensive
pl anning for the progranm ng, |ocating, financing, and scheduling
of public facility projects within the region and affecting the
devel oprment of the area and for other proposed | and devel opnent or
uses, which projects or uses have public nmetropolitan w de or

interjurisdictional significance;

(3) Act as an agency for coordinating, based on netropolitan
wi de conprehensive pl anni ng and programm ng, |ocal public
policies, and activities affecting the devel opnent of the region

or area.
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(© The council my, by appropriate action of the governing
bodi es of the nenbers, perform such other functions and duties as
are perforned or capable of performance by the nmenbers and
necessary or desirable for dealing with problens of nutua

concern.

(D) The authority granted to the council by this section or
in any agreenment by the nmenbers thereof shall not displace any
exi sting municipal, county, regional, or other planning comr ssion

or planning agency in the exercise of its statutory powers.

Sec. 305.171. (A) The board of county comm ssioners of any

county may contract for, purchase, or otherw se procure and pay

all or any part of the cost of greup any of the foll ow ng

insurance, coverage, or benefits issued by an insurance conpany or

adm ni stered by a board of county conmi Ssioners or _a contractor

for county officers and enpl oyees and their i medi ate dependents

fromthe funds or budgets from which the county officers or

enpl oyees are conpensated for services:

(1) Group insurance policies that nay provi de benefits any of

the foll ow ng:

(a) Benefits including, but not limted to, hospitalization

surgical care, major nedical care, disability, dental care, eye

care, nedical care, hearing aids, or prescription drugs,—andthat
. . .

(b) Sickness and accident insurance—groeup;

(c) Goup legal services—er—group.
(d) Goup life insurance—er—a.

(2) Any other qualified benefit avail able under section 125
of the "Internal Revenue Code of 1986.," 26 U S.C 125;

(3) A health and well ness benefit programthrough which the

county provides a benefit or incentive to county officers,
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enpl oyees, and their i medi ate dependents to mmintain a healthy

lifestyle, including, but not limted to, prograns to encourage

heal thy eating and nutrition, exercise and physical activity,

wei ght control or the elimnation of obesity., and cessati on of

snoki ng or al cohol use.

(4) Any conbination of any of the foregoing types of
i nsurance e+, coverage, for—countyofficers—and-enployees—and

tssued—byaninsurance—conrpany or benefits.

(B) The board of county commi ssioners also may negoti ate and
contract for any plan or plans of health care services with health
insuring corporations holding a certificate of authority under
Chapter 1751. of the Revised Code, provided that each county
of ficer or enployee shall be pernmitted to do both of the

fol | owi ng:

(1) Exercise an option between a plan offered by an insurance
conmpany and a plan or plans offered by health insuring
corporations under this division, on the condition that the county
of ficer or enployee shall pay any anmount by which the cost of the
pl an chosen by the county officer or enployee pursuant to this
di vi si on exceeds the cost of the plan offered under division (A

of this section;

(2) Change fromone of the plans to another at a tine each

year as determ ned by the board.

(© Section 307.86 of the Revised Code does not apply to the
purchase of benefits for county officers or enpl oyees under
divisions (A) and (B) of this section when those benefits are
provi ded through a jointly adm nistered health and wel fare trust
fund in which the county or contracting authority and a collective

bargai ni ng representative of the county enpl oyees or contracting
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authority agree to participate.

(D) The board of trustees of a jointly adm nistered trust
fund that receives contributions pursuant to coll ective bargaining
agreenents entered into between the board of county comi ssioners
of any county and a coll ective bargai ning representative of the
enpl oyees of the county may provide for self-insurance of all risk
in the provision of fringe benefits, and may provide through the
sel f-insurance method specific fringe benefits as authorized by
the rules of the board of trustees of the jointly adninistered
trust fund. The fringe benefits may include, but are not linmted
to, hospitalization, surgical care, major nedical care,
disability, dental care, vision care, nedical care, hearing aids,
prescription drugs, group life insurance, sickness and acci dent
i nsurance, group |l egal services, or a conbination of any of the
foregoing types of insurance or coverage, for county enpl oyees and

their dependents.

(E) The board of county conmm ssioners nay provide the
benefits described in divisions (A) to (D) of this section through
an individual self-insurance programor a joint self-insurance

program as provided in section 9.833 of the Revised Code.

(F) When a board of county comm ssioners offers health
benefits authorized under this section to a county officer or
enpl oyee, the board may offer the benefits through a cafeteria
pl an neeting the requirenents of section 125 of the "Interna
Revenue Code of 1986," 100 Stat. 2085, 26 U S.C A 125, as
anended, and, as part of that plan, may offer the county officer
or enpl oyee the option of receiving a cash paynent in any form
perni ssi bl e under such cafeteria plans. A cash paynent nade to a
county officer or enployee under this division shall not exceed
twenty-five per cent of the cost of prem unms or paynents that
ot herwi se woul d be paid by the board for benefits for the county

of ficer or enployee under a policy or plan.
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(G The board of county commi ssioners nay establish a policy
aut hori zi ng any county appointing authority to make a cash paynent
to any county officer or enployee in lieu of providing a benefit
aut hori zed under this section if the county officer or enployee
el ects to take the cash paynent instead of the offered benefit. A
cash paynent nmade to a county officer or enployee under this
di vision shall not exceed twenty-five per cent of the cost of
prem uns or paynents that otherwi se would be paid by the board for
benefits for the county officer or enployee under an offered

policy or plan.

(H No cash paynment in lieu of a health benefit shall be nade
to a county officer or enployee under division (F) or (G of this
section unless the county officer or enployee signs a statenent
affirmng that the county officer or enployee is covered under
anot her health insurance or health care policy, contract, or plan
and setting forth the nanme of the enployer, if any, that sponsors
the coverage, the name of the carrier that provides the coverage,

and the identifying nunber of the policy, contract, or plan.

(I') The legislative authority of a county-operated nunici pal
court, after consultation with the judges, or the clerk and deputy
clerks, of the municipal court, shall negotiate and contract for,
purchase, or otherw se procure, and pay the costs, prem uns, or
charges for, group health care coverage for the judges, and group
health care coverage for the clerk and deputy clerks, in
accordance with section 1901. 111 or 1901. 312 of the Revi sed Code.

(J) As used in this section

(1) "County officer or enployee" includes, but is not limted

to, a nmenber or enployee of the county board of el ections.

(2) "County-operated nunicipal court” and "l egislative
authority" have the sanme neanings as in section 1901.03 of the
Revi sed Code.
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(3) "Health care coverage" has the sane neaning as in section
1901. 111 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 505.603. (A) In addition to or in lieu of providing
benefits to township officers and enpl oyees under section 505. 60,
505. 601, or 505.602 of the Revised Code, a board of township
trustees may offer benefits to officers and enpl oyees through a
cafeteria plan that nmeets the requirenents of section 125 of the
"I nternal Revenue Code of 1986," 100 Stat. 2085, 26 U.S.C A 125,
as anmended, after first adopting a policy authorizing an officer
or enployee to receive a cash paynent in lieu of a benefit
otherwi se offered to township officers or enployees under any of
those sections, but only if the cash paynment does not exceed
twenty-five per cent of the cost of prem unms or paynents that
ot herwi se woul d be paid by the board for benefits for the officer
or enpl oyee under an offered policy, contract, or plan. No cash
paynment in lieu of a benefit shall be nade pursuant to this
section unless the officer or enployee signs a statenent affirm ng
that the officer or enployee is covered under another health
i nsurance or health care policy, contract, or plan in the case of
a health benefit, or a life insurance policy in the case of alife
i nsurance benefit, and setting forth the nane of the enployer, if
any, that sponsors the coverage, the name of the carrier that
provi des the coverage, and an identifying nunber of the applicable

policy, contract, or plan.

(B) In addition to providing the benefits to township
officers and enpl oyees under section 505.60, 505.601. or 505.602

of the Revised Code, a board of township trustees may offer a

health and well ness benefit programthrough which the township

provides a benefit or incentive to township officers, enployees,

and their i mmedi ate dependents to maintain a healthy |ifestyle,

including, but not limted to, prograns to encourage heal thy

eating and nutrition. exercise and physical activity. weight
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control or the elimnation of obesity, and cessation of snoking or

al cohol use.

(C) The township fiscal officer may deduct froma township

enpl oyee's salary or wages the amount authorized to be paid by the

enpl oyee for one or nore qualified benefits avail abl e under
section 125 of the "Internal Revenue Code of 1986.," 26 U.S.C. 125,

and under the sections listed in division (B) of this section, if

the enpl oyee authorizes in witing that the township fisca

officer may deduct that anmount fromthe enpl oyvee's salary or

wages, and the benefit is offered to the enpl oyee on a group basis

and at |l east ten per cent of the township enpl oyees voluntarily

elect to participate in the receipt of that benefit. The township

fiscal officer may i ssue warrants for anpbunts deducted under this

division to pay programadnm ni strators or other insurers for

benefits authorized under this section or those sections listed in

division (B) of this section.

Sec. 3917.04. (A (1) If any enployee of a political
subdivision or district of this state, or of an institution
supported in whole or in part by public funds, authorizes in
witing the proper officer of the political subdivision, district,
or institution, of which the individual is an enployee to deduct
fromthe enployee's salary or wages the prenmiumor portion of the
prem um agreed to be paid by the enployee to an insurer authorized
to do business in the state for life, endowrent, accident, health,
or health and accident insurance, annuities, or hospitalization
i nsurance, or salary savings plan, the political subdivision,
district, or institution of which the individual is an enpl oyee
may deduct fromthe enpl oyee's salary or wages the prem um or
portion of the premiumagreed to be paid by that enployee and pay
it to the insurer, provided that |life, endownrent, accident,
heal th, health and accident, and hospitalization insurance is

offered to the enpl oyee on a group basis and al so that at |east
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ten per cent of the enployees at any institution, or of any
political subdivision, or in any departnent, agency, bureau,
di strict, conmission, or board voluntarily elect to participate in

that group insurance.

Division (A (1) of this section does not apply to enpl oyees

paid by warrant of the director of budget and nmanagenent.

(2) The proper officer of a political subdivision, district,
or institution of which an individual is an enpl oyee nmay issue
warrants covering salary or wage deductions that have been
aut hori zed by the enployee in favor of the insurer and in the

amount so aut horized by the enpl oyee.

(B)(1) The departnment of administrative services shall only
of fer enpl oyees paid by warrant of the director of budget and
managenment vol untary suppl emental benefit plans that are sel ected
through a state-admini stered request for proposals process. If an
enpl oyee authorizes the director of administrative services, in
witing, to deduct the prenmiumor a portion of the premni um agreed
to be paid by the enployee to a voluntary suppl enmental benefit
pl an provider fromthe enployee's salary or wages, the director
may deduct this anount fromthe enployee's salary or wages and pay
it to the provider. Only those enployees enrolled in a voluntary
suppl enental benefit plan on or before theeffective date of this
arendrent June 30, 2006, may continue to participate in a plan

that was not selected through a state-adm nistered request for

proposal s process.

(2) The director of budget and managenent nay issue warrants
covering salary or wage deductions that have been authorized by
enpl oyees paid by warrant of the director in favor of the
voluntary suppl enmental benefit plan provider in the anmount

aut hori zed by those enpl oyees.

(G A county auditor may deduct froma county enpl oyee's
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sal ary or wages the anpunt authorized to be paid by the enpl oyee

for one or nore qualified benefits avail abl e under section 125 of
the "Internal Revenue Code of 1986," 26 U.S.C. 125, and ot her
benefits authorized under section 305.171 of the Revised Code, if

the enployee authorizes in witing that the county auditor nmay

deduct that anmpunt fromthe enployee's salary or wages, and the

benefit is offered to the enployee on a group basis and at | east

ten per cent of the county enployees voluntarily elect to

participate in the receipt of that benefit.

The county auditor may issue warrants for anmounts deducted

under this division to pay program adn ni strators or ot her

i nsurers for benefits authorized under this section.

Sec. 4931.41. (A)(1) A countyw de 9-1-1 system shall include
all of the territory of the townshi ps and rnuni ci pal corporations
in the county and any portion of such a nunicipal corporation that

extends into an adjacent county.

(2) The system shall exclude any territory served by a
wireline service provider that is not capable of reasonably
nmeeting the technical and econom c requirenents of providing the
wireline tel ephone network portion of the countyw de system for
that territory. The system shall exclude from enhanced 9-1-1 any
territory served by a wireline service provider that is not
capabl e of reasonably neeting the technical and econonic
requi rements of providing the wireline tel ephone network portion
of enhanced 9-1-1 for that territory. If a 9-1-1 planning
conmttee and a wireline service provider do not agree on whether
the provider is so capable, the commttee shall notify the public
utilities conmm ssion, and the comm ssion shall determ ne whet her
the wireline service provider is so capable. The committee shal
ascertai n whether such di sagreenent exists before naking its

i mpl ement ati on proposal under division (A of section 4931.43 of
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t he Revised Code. The conmi ssion's determination shall be in the
formof an order. No final plan shall require a wireline service
provider to provide the wireline tel ephone network portion of a
9-1-1 systemthat the conm ssion has determ ned the provider is

not reasonably capabl e of providing.

(B) A countywide 9-1-1 system may be a basic or enhanced
9-1-1 system or a conbination of the two, and shall be for the

pur pose of providing both wireline 9-1-1 and wirel ess 9-1-1.

(O Every energency service provider that provides energency
service within the territory of a countyw de 9-1-1 system shal

participate in the countyw de system

(D) (1) Each public safety answering point shall be operated

by a subdivision or _a regional council of governments and shall be

operated constantly.

(2) A subdivision or_a regional council of governnents that

operates a public safety answering point shall pay all of the
costs associated with establishing, equipping, furnishing,
operating, and maintaining that facility and shall allocate those
costs anong itself and the subdivisions served by the answering
poi nt based on the allocation formula in a final plan. The
wireline service provider or other entity that provides or

mai ntai ns the custoner prenises equi pnment shall bill the operating

subdi vision or the operating regional council of governnents for

the cost of providing such equi pnent, or its naintenance. A

wirel ess service provider and a subdivision or regional council of

governnents operating a public safety answering point may enter

into a service agreenent for providing wreless enhanced 9-1-1
pursuant to a final plan adopted under sections 4931.40 to 4931.70
of the Revised Code.

(E) Except to the extent provided in a final plan that

provides for funding of a 9-1-1 systemin part through charges
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i mposed under section 4931.51 of the Revised Code, each
subdi vi si on served by a public safety answering point shall pay

the subdivision or regional council of governnents that operates

t he answering point the amount conputed in accordance with the

allocation fornula set forth in the final plan.

(F) Notw t hstandi ng any ot her provision of |aw, the purchase
or other acquisition, installation, and mai ntenance of the
t el ephone network for a 9-1-1 system and t he purchase or other
acqui sition, installation, and nai ntenance of custoner prem ses
equi prment at a public safety answering point made in conpliance
with a final plan or an agreenent under section 4931.48 of the
Revi sed Code, including custoner prenises equi pment used to
provi de wirel ess enhanced 9-1-1, are not subject to any

requi rement of conpetitive bidding.

(G Each energency service provider participating in a
countywi de 9-1-1 systemshall nmaintain a tel ephone nunber in
addition to 9-1-1

(H Wenever a final plan provides for the inplenentation of
basic 9-1-1, the planning committee shall so notify the public
utilities conmm ssion, which shall determ ne whether the wireline
service providers serving the territory covered by the plan are
capabl e of reasonably neeting the technical and econonic
requi rements of providing the wireline tel ephone network portion
of an enhanced 9-1-1 system The determnination shall be made
solely for purposes of division (C)(2) of section 4931.47 of the
Revi sed Code.

(1) I'f the public safety answering point personnel reasonably
determne that a 9-1-1 call is not an energency, the personnel
shal|l provide the caller with the tel ephone nunber of an

appropriate subdivi sion agency as appli cabl e.

(J) A final plan adopted under sections 4931.40 to 4931. 70 of
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the Revised Code, or an agreenent under section 4931.48 of the
Revi sed Code, may provide that, by further agreenent included in
the plan or agreenent, the state highway patrol or one or nore
public safety answering points of another 9-1-1 systemis the
public safety answering point or points for the provision of
wireline or wireless 9-1-1 for all or part of the territory of the
9-1-1 system established under the plan or agreenent. In that
event, the subdivision for which the wireline or wireless 9-1-1 is
provided as nanmed in the agreenent shall be deened the subdivision
operating the public safety answering point or points for purposes
of sections 4931.40 to 4931.70 of the Revised Code, except that,
for the purpose of division (D)(2) of this section, that
subdi vi si on shall pay only so nmuch of the costs of establishing,
equi ppi ng, furnishing, operating, or maintaining any such public
safety answering point as are specified in the agreenent with the

patrol or other system

(K)y Afinal plan for the provision of wireless enhanced 9-1-1
shal|l provide that any wireless 9-1-1 calls routed to a state
hi ghway patrol -operated public safety answering point by default,
due to a wirel ess service provider so routing all such calls of
its subscribers without prior permnission, are instead to be routed
as provided under the plan. Upon the inplenentation of countyw de
wirel ess enhanced 9-1-1 pursuant to a final plan, the state
hi ghway patrol shall cease any functioning as a public safety
answering point providing wireless 9-1-1 within the territory
covered by the countyw de 9-1-1 system so established, unless the
patrol functions as a public safety answering point providing
W rel ess enhanced 9-1-1 pursuant to an agreenent included in the

pl an as authorized under division (J) of this section.

Sec. 4931.43. (A) The 9-1-1 planning comrittee shall prepare
a proposal on the inplenentation of a countywi de 9-1-1 system and

shall hold a public neeting on the proposal to explain the system
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to and receive comrents frompublic officials. At least thirty but
not nore than sixty days before the neeting, the conmittee shal
send a copy of the inplenentation proposal and witten notice of

t he neeting:

(1) By certified mail, to the board of county conmi ssioners,
the legislative authority of each mnunicipal corporation in the
county, and to the board of trustees of each township in the

county; and

(2) To the board of trustees, directors, or park
conmmi ssi oners of each subdivision that will be served by a public

safety answering point under the plan.

(B) The proposal and the final plan adopted by the committee

shal | specify:

(1) Which tel ephone conpani es serving custoners in the county
and, as authorized in division (A) (1) of section 4931.41 of the
Revi sed Code, in an adjacent county will participate in the 9-1-1

syst em

(2) The location and nunber of public safety answering
poi nts; how they will be connected to a conpany's tel ephone

network; fromwhat geographic territory each will receive 9-1-1

calls; whether basic or enhanced 9-1-1 service will be provided
within such territory; what subdivisions will be served by the
answering point; and whether an answering point will respond to

calls by directly dispatching an emergency service provider, by
rel aying a nmessage to the appropriate provider, or by transferring

the call to the appropriate provider

(3) Wich subdivision or regional council of governnents will

establish, equip, furnish, operate, and maintain a particul ar

public safety answering point;

(4) A projection of the initial cost of establishing,
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equi ppi ng, and furni shing and of the annual cost of the first five
years of operating and mai ntai ni ng each public safety answering

poi nt ;

(5) Whether the cost of establishing, equipping, furnishing,
operating, or maintaining each public safety answering point
shoul d be funded through charges inposed under section 4931.51 of
the Revised Code or will be allocated anong the subdi visions
served by the answering point and, if any such cost is to be

all ocated, the fornmula for so allocating it;

(6) How each energency service provider will respond to a

m sdi rected call

(C Following the neeting required by this section, the 9-1-1
pl anning commttee may nodify the inplenmentati on proposal and, no
|ater than nine nonths after the resolution authorized by section
4931. 42 of the Revised Code is adopted, nmay adopt, by ngjority
vote, a final plan for inplenenting a countywi de 9-1-1 system |If
a planning cormittee and wireline service provider do not agree on
whet her the wireline service provider is capable of providing the
wireline tel ephone network as described under division (A) of
section 4931.41 of the Revised Code and the planning committee
refers that question to the public utilities com ssion, the
conmi ssion may extend the nine-nonth deadline established by this
division to twelve nonths. I mediately on conpl etion of the plan,

the committee shall send a copy of the final plan

(1) By certified mail to the board of county comm ssioners of
the county, to the legislative authority of each nunici pal
corporation in the county, and to the board of township trustees

of each township in the county; and

(2) To the board of trustees, directors, or park
comm ssi oners of each subdivision that will be served by a public

safety answering point under the plan.
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(D) If the conmmttee has not adopted a final plan on or
before the deadline in division (C of this section, the conmittee
shall cease to exist. A new 9-1-1 planning comrttee may be
convened in the manner established in section 4931.42 of the
Revi sed Code to devel op an inplenentation proposal and final plan
in accordance with the requirements of sections 4931.42 to 4931.44
of the Revised Code.

Sec. 4931.44. (A) Wthin sixty days after receipt of the
final plan pursuant to division (C) of section 4931.43 of the
Revi sed Code, the board of county conmi ssioners of the county and
the legislative authority of each municipal corporation in the
county and of each township whose territory is proposed to be
included in a countywi de 9-1-1 systemshall act by resolution to
approve or di sapprove the plan, except that, with respect to a
final plan that provides for funding of the 9-1-1 systemin part
t hrough charges inposed under section 4931.51 of the Revised Code,
the board of county conm ssioners shall not act by resolution to
approve or disapprove the plan until after a resolution adopted
under section 4931.51 of the Revised Code has become effective as
provided in division (D) of that section. A nunicipal corporation
or townshi p whose territory is proposed to be included in the
system i ncl udes any nunici pal corporation or township in which a
part of its territory is excluded pursuant to division (A)(2) of
section 4931.41 of the Revised Code. Each such authority
i medi ately shall notify the board of county conmm ssioners in
witing of its approval or disapproval of the final plan. Failure
by a board or legislative authority to notify the board of county
comni ssioners of approval or disapproval within such sixty-day

period shall be deened di sapproval by the board or authority.

(B) As used in this division, "county's popul ati on" excl udes
the popul ati on of any nunicipal corporation or township that,

under the plan, is conpletely excluded from9-1-1 service in the
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county's final plan. A countywide plan is effective if all of the
following entities approve the plan in accordance with this

section:
(1) The board of county conmi ssioners;

(2) The legislative authority of a municipal corporation that
contains at least thirty per cent of the county's population, if

any;

(3) The legislative authorities of municipal corporations and
townshi ps that contain at |east sixty per cent of the county's
popul ation or, if the plan has been approved by a mnuni ci pal
corporation that contains at |east sixty per cent of the county's
popul ati on, by the legislative authorities of nunicipal
corporations and townshi ps that contain at |east seventy-five per

cent of the county's popul ation.

(C After a countyw de plan approved in accordance with this
section is adopted, all of the tel ephone conpani es and,

subdi vi si ons, and regional councils of governnents included in the

pl an are subject to the specific requirenents of the plan and to
sections 4931.40 to 4931.70 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 4931.45. (A) An anended final plan is required for any

of the follow ng purposes:

(1) Expanding the territory included in the countyw de 9-1-1
system

(2) Upgrading any part or all of a systemfrombasic to

enhanced wireline 9-1-1;

(3) Adjusting the territory served by a public safety

answering point;

(4) Permitting a regional council of governnents to operate a

public safety answering point:;
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(5) Represcribing the funding of public safety answering
poi nts as between the alternatives set forth in division (B)(5) of
section 4931.43 of the Revised Code;

{53(6) Providing for wirel ess enhanced 9-1-1;

63(7) Adding a tel ephone conmpany as a participant in a
countywi de 9-1-1 system after the inplenentation of wireline 9-1-1

or wreless enhanced 9-1-1;

A-(8) Providing that the state highway patrol or one or nore
public safety answering points of another 9-1-1 system function as
a public safety answering point or points for the provision of
wireline or wireless 9-1-1 for all or part of the territory of the
system establi shed under the final plan, as contenpl ated under
division (J) of section 4931.41 of the Revi sed Code;

8>(9) Making any other necessary adjustnents to the plan.

(B) Except as otherwi se provided in division (C of this
section, a final plan shall be anmended in the manner provided for
adopting a final plan under sections 4931.42 to 4931.44 of the
Revi sed Code, including convening a 9-1-1 planning conmnittee and
devel opi ng a proposed anmended plan prior to adopting an anended

final plan.

(O (1) To anend a final plan for the purpose described in
division (A {6}(7) of this section, an entity that w shes to be
added as a participant in a 9-1-1 systemshall file a witten
letter of that intent with the board of county conmi ssioners of
the county that approved the final plan. The final plan is deened
anended upon the filing of that letter. The entity that files the
letter shall send witten notice of that filing to al

subdi visions, regional councils of governnents, and tel ephone

conpani es participating in the system

(2) An anendnent to a final plan for a purpose set forth in

division (A (1), (3), £-(6), or £83(9) of this section may be
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made by an addendum approved by a najority of the 9-1-1 pl anni ng
commi ttee. The board of county conmi ssioners shall call a neeting
of the 9-1-1 planning comittee for the purpose of considering an

addendum pursuant to this division

(3) Adoption of any resolution under section 4931.51 of the
Revi sed Code pursuant to a final plan that both has been adopted
and provides for funding through charges inposed under that
section is not an amendnent of a final plan for the purpose of

this division.

(D) When a final plan is anmended for a purpose described in
division (A (1), (2), or 6}(7) of this section, sections 4931.47
and 5733.55 of the Revised Code apply with respect to the receipt
of the nonrecurring and recurring rates and charges for the

wireline tel ephone network portion of the 9-1-1 system

Sec. 4931.49. (A (1) The state, the state highway patrol, er
a subdivision, or a regional council of governnents participating
ina 9-1-1 system establ i shed under sections 4931.40 to 4931. 70 of

the Revised Code and any officer, agent, enployee, or independent
contractor of the state, the state highway patrol, or such a

participating subdivision or regional council of governnents is

not liable in damages in a civil action for injuries, death, or

|l oss to persons or property arising fromany act or omn ssion
except willful or wanton nisconduct, in connection with
devel opi ng, adopting, or approving any final plan or any agreenent
made under section 4931.48 of the Revised Code or otherw se
bringing into operation the 9-1-1 system pursuant to sections
4931.40 to 4931.70 of the Revised Code.

(2) The Ghio 9-1-1 council, the wireless 9-1-1 advisory
board, and any nenber of that council or board are not liable in
damages in a civil action for injuries, death, or loss to persons

or property arising fromany act or om ssion, except wllful or
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want on ni sconduct, in connection with the devel opnent or operation
of a 9-1-1 system established under sections 4931.40 to 4931. 70 of
t he Revi sed Code.

(B) Except as otherw se provided in section 4765.49 of the
Revi sed Code, an individual who gives enmergency instructions
through a 9-1-1 system established under sections 4931.40 to
4931. 70 of the Revised Code, and the principals for whomthe
person acts, including both enployers and i ndependent contractors,
public and private, and an individual who foll ows energency
i nstructions and the principals for whomthat person acts,
i ncl udi ng both enpl oyers and i ndependent contractors, public and
private, are not liable in damages in a civil action for injuries,
death, or loss to persons or property arising fromthe issuance or
follow ng of emergency instructions, except where the issuance or
following of the instructions constitutes willful or wanton

m sconduct .

(O Except for willful or wanton m sconduct, a tel ephone
conmpany, and any other installer, maintainer, or provider, through
the sale or otherw se, of customer prem ses equipnment, and their
respective officers, directors, enployees, agents, and suppliers
are not liable in damages in a civil action for injuries, death,
or loss to persons or property incurred by any person resulting

fromany of the follow ng

(1) Such an entity's or its officers', directors',
enpl oyees', agents', or suppliers' participation in or acts or
om ssions in connection with participating in or devel oping,
mai ntai ning, or operating a 9-1-1 system whether that systemis
establ i shed pursuant to sections 4931.40 to 4931.70 of the Revised
Code or otherw se in accordance with schedul es regarding 9-1-1
systens filed with the public utilities commi ssion pursuant to
section 4905. 30 of the Revised Code by a tel ephone conpany that is

a wireline service provider
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(2) Such an entity's or its officers', directors',
enpl oyees', agents', or suppliers' provision of assistance to a
public utility, rmunicipal utility, or state or |ocal governnent as

aut hori zed by divisions (F)(4) and (5) of this section.

(D) No person shall know ngly use the tel ephone nunber of a
9-1-1 system establi shed under sections 4931.40 to 4931.70 of the
Revi sed Code to report an energency if the person knows that no

ener gency exi sts.

(E) No person shall knowingly use a 9-1-1 systemfor a

pur pose other than obtaining enmergency servi ce.

(F) No person shall disclose or use any information
concerni ng tel ephone nunbers, addresses, or nanes obtained from
the data base that serves the public safety answering point of a
9-1-1 system established under sections 4931.40 to 4931.70 of the
Revi sed Code, except for any of the foll ow ng purposes or under

any of the follow ng circunstances:
(1) For the purpose of the 9-1-1 system

(2) For the purpose of responding to an enmergency call to an

ener gency service provider

(3) In the circunmstance of the inadvertent disclosure of such
i nformati on due solely to technology of the wireline tel ephone
network portion of the 9-1-1 systemnot allow ng access to the
data base to be restricted to 9-1-1 specific answering lines at a

public safety answering point;

(4) I'n the circunstance of access to a data base being given
by a tel ephone conpany that is a wireline service provider to a
public utility or municipal utility in handling customer calls in
times of public energency or service outages. The charge, ternms,
and conditions for the disclosure or use of such information for
the purpose of such access to a data base shall be subject to the

jurisdiction of the public utilities comm ssion
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(5) In the circunstance of access to a data base given by a
t el ephone conpany that is a wireline service provider to a state
and | ocal governnent in warning of a public energency, as
determ ned by the public utilities comr ssion. The charge, ternms,
and conditions for the disclosure or use of that information for
the purpose of access to a data base is subject to the

jurisdiction of the public utilities comm ssion

Sec. 4931.50. (A) The attorney general, upon request of the
public utilities conmission or on the attorney general's own
initiative, shall begin proceedi ngs agai nst a tel ephone conpany
that is a wireline service provider to enforce conpliance with
sections 4931.40 to 4931.70 of the Revised Code or with the terns,
condi tions, requirements, or specifications of a final plan or of
an agreenent under section 4931.48 of the Revised Code as to

wireline or wireless 9-1-1

(B) The attorney general, upon the attorney general's own
initiative, or any prosecutor, upon the prosecutor's initiative,

shal | begin proceedi ngs agai nst a subdivision or_a regional

council of governnments as to wireline or wireless 9-1-1 to enforce
compliance with sections 4931.40 to 4931.70 of the Revised Code or

with the terns, conditions, requirenents, or specifications of a
final plan or of an agreenment under section 4931.48 of the Revised

Code as to wireline or wireless 9-1-1.

Sec. 4931.64. (A Prior to the first disbursenment under this
section and annually thereafter not later than the twenty-fifth
day of January, until the wireless 9-1-1 governnment assi stance
fund is depleted, the Ohio 9-1-1 coordinator shall do both of the

following for the purposes of division (B) of this section:

(1) Determne, for a county that has adopted a final plan
under sections 4931.40 to 4931.70 of the Revised Code for the
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provi sion of wireless enhanced 9-1-1 within the territory covered
by the countyw de 9-1-1 system established under the plan, the
nunber of wireless tel ephone nunbers assigned to wirel ess service
subscribers that have billing addresses within the county. That
nunber shall be adjusted between any two counties so that the
nunber of wireless tel ephone nunbers assigned to wireless service
subscri bers who have billing addresses within any portion of a
nmuni ci pal corporation that territorially lies primarily in one of
the two counties but extends into the other county is added to the
nunber already determined for that primary county and subtracted

for the other county.

(2) Determine each county's proportionate share of the
wireless 9-1-1 governnent assistance fund for the ensuing cal endar
year on the basis set forth in division (B) of this section;
estimate the ensui ng cal endar year's fund bal ance; conpute each
such county's estinated proceeds for the ensuing cal endar year
based on its proportionate share and the estinmated fund bal ance;
and certify such anount of proceeds to the county auditor of each

such county.

(B) The Chio 9-1-1 coordinator, in accordance with this
division and not later than the |ast day of each nonth, shal
di sburse the anpbunt credited as remttances to the wireless 9-1-1
governnment assi stance fund during the second precedi ng nonth, plus
any accrued interest on the fund. Such a disbursenment shall be
paid to each county treasurer. The anobunt to be so di sbursed
nonthly to a particular county shall be a proportionate share of
the wireless 9-1-1 governnment assistance fund bal ance based on the

rati o between the foll ow ng:

(1) The number of wireless tel ephone nunbers determ ned for
the county by the coordi nator pursuant to division (A) of this

section;

(2) The total number of wrel ess tel ephone nunbers assigned
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to subscribers who have billing addresses within this state. To
the extent that the fund bal ance permits, the disbursenents to

each county shall total at |east ninety thousand dollars annually.

(O (1) Each county that has not adopted a final plan for the
provi sion of wireless enhanced 9-1-1 under sections 4931.40 to
4931. 70 of the Revised Code shall be deenmed as having done so for
t he purposes of making the determ nations under divisions (A) (1)

and (2) of this section.

(2) For each county described in division (C (1) of this
section, the coordinator shall retain in the wireless 9-1-1
gover nment assi stance fund an anount equal to what woul d ot herw se
be paid as the county's disbursenents under division (B) of this
section if it had adopted such a final plan, plus any rel ated
accrued interest, to be set aside for that county. If the board of
county comissioners notifies the coordinator prior to January 1,
2010, that a final plan for the provision of wreless enhanced
9-1-1 has been adopted, the coordinator shall disburse and pay to
the county treasurer, not later than the |last day of the nonth
follow ng the nonth the notification is nmade, the total anmount so
set aside for the county plus any related accrued interest. As of
January 1, 2010, any noney and interest so retai ned and not
di sbursed as authorized under this division shall be available for

di sbursenent only as provided in division (B) of this section.

(D) I'mediately upon receipt by a county treasurer of a
di sbursenent under division (B) or (C) of this section, the county
shal | disburse, in accordance with the allocation fornula set
forth in the final plan, the anbunt the county so received to any

ot her subdivisions in the county and any regional councils of

governnents in the county that pay the costs of a public safety

answering point providing wreless enhanced 9-1-1 under the plan.

(E) Nothing in sections 4931.40 to 4931. 70 of the Revised

Code affects the authority of a subdivision operating or served by
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a public safety answering point of a 9-1-1 systemor a regional

counci|l of governments operating a public safety answering point

of a 9-1-1 systemto use, as provided in the final plan for the

systemor in an agreenment under section 4931.48 of the Revised
Code, any other authorized revenue of the subdivision or the

regional council of governnments for the purposes of providing

basi ¢ or enhanced 9-1-1.

Sec. 4931.65. Except as otherw se provided in section
4931. 651 of the Revised Code:

(A) A countywi de 9-1-1 systemreceiving a di sbursenent under

section 4931.64 of the Revised Code shall provide countyw de

wi rel ess enhanced 9-1-1 in accordance with sections 4931.40 to
4931. 70 of the Revised Code begi nning as soon as reasonably

possi ble after receipt of the first disbursement or, if that
service is already inplenented, shall continue to provide such
service. Except as provided in divisions (B) and (C) of this
section, a disbursenment shall be used solely for the purpose of

payi ng either or both of the foll ow ng:

(1) Any costs of designing, upgrading, purchasing, |easing,
progranm ng, installing, testing, or maintaining the necessary
data, hardware, software, and trunking required for the public
safety answering point or points of the 9-1-1 systemto provide
w rel ess enhanced 9-1-1, which costs are incurred before or on or
after May 6, 2005, and consist of such additional costs of the
9-1-1 system over and above any costs incurred to provide wireline
9-1-1 or to otherwi se provide wreless enhanced 9-1-1. Annually,
up to twenty-five thousand dollars of the disbursements received
on or after January 1, 2009, nay be applied to data, hardware, and
software that automatically alerts personnel receiving a 9-1-1
call that a person at the subscriber's address or tel ephone nunber

may have a nmental or physical disability, of which that personne
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shall informthe appropriate enmergency service provider. On or
after the provision of technical and operational standards
pursuant to division (D)(1) of section 4931.68 of the Revised

Code, a regional council of governnments operating a public safety

answering point or a subdivision shall consider the standards

before incurring any costs described in this division.

(2) Any costs of training the staff of the public safety
answering point or points to provide wreless enhanced 9-1-1,

whi ch costs are incurred before or on or after May 6, 2005.

(B) Begi nning one year follow ng the inposition of the
wireless 9-1-1 charge under section 4931.61 of the Revised Code, a

subdi vision or _a regional council of governnents that certifies to

the Chio 9-1-1 coordinator that it has paid the costs described in
divisions (A)(1) and (2) of this section and is providing
countywi de wirel ess enhanced 9-1-1 may use di sbursenents received
under section 4931.64 of the Revised Code to pay any of its
personnel costs of one or nore public safety answering points

provi di ng countywi de wirel ess enhanced 9-1-1.

(C) After receiving its April 2013+ di sbursenent under

section 4931.64 of the Revised Code, a reqional council of

governnents operating a public safety answering point or a

subdi vi si on may use any renmai ni ng bal ance of disbursenents it
recei ved under that section to pay any of its costs of providing
countywi de wireless 9-1-1, including the personnel costs of one or

nore public safety answering points providing that service.

(D) The costs described in divisions (A), (B), and (C of
this section may include any such costs payabl e pursuant to an
agreement under division (J) of section 4931.41 of the Revised
Code.

Sec. 4931.66. (A) (1) A tel ephone conpany, the state hi ghway

patrol as described in division (J) of section 4931.41 of the

Page 29

853
854
855
856
857
858

859
860
861

862
863
864
865
866
867
868
869
870

871
872
873
874
875
876
877

878
879
880
881

882
883



Sub. H. B. No. 225
As Passed by the House

Revi sed Code, and each subdi vi sion or regional council of

governnments operating one or nore public safety answering points

for a countyw de system providing wireless 9-1-1, shall provide
the Chio 9-1-1 coordinator with such information as the

coordi nator requests for the purposes of carrying out the

coordi nator's duties under sections 4931.60 to 4931.70 of the
Revi sed Code, including, but not limted to, duties regarding the
collection of the wireless 9-1-1 charge and regarding the
provision of a report or recomendati on under section 4931.70 of
t he Revi sed Code.

(2) A wireless service provider shall provide an official,

enpl oyee, agent, or representative of a subdivision or regional

council of governnents operating a public safety answering point,

or of the state highway patrol as described in division (J) of
section 4931.41 of the Revised Code, with such technical, service,
and location information as the official, enployee, agent, or
representative requests for the purpose of providing wreless
9-1-1.

(3) A subdivision or regional council of governnents

operating one or nore public safety answering points of a 9-1-1
system and a tel ephone conpany, shall provide to the Chio 9-1-1
council such information as the council requires for the purpose
of carrying out its duties under division (D) of section 4931. 68
of the Revised Code.

(B)(1) Any information provided under division (A) of this
section that consists of trade secrets as defined in section
1333. 61 of the Revised Code or of information regarding the
cust omers, revenues, expenses, or network information of a
t el ephone conpany shall be confidential and does not constitute a
public record for the purpose of section 149.43 of the Revised
Code.
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(2) The public utilities comm ssion, the Chio 9-1-1
coordi nator, and any official, enployee, agent, or representative
of the commission, of the state highway patrol as described in
division (J) of section 4931.41 of the Revised Code, or of a

subdi vision or regional council of governments operating a public

safety answering point, while acting or claimng to act in the
capacity of the comm ssion or coordinator or such official,

enpl oyee, agent, or representative, shall not disclose any

i nformati on provided under division (A) of this section regarding
a tel ephone conpany's custoners, revenues, expenses, or network

i nformation. Nothing in division (B)(2) of this section precludes
any such information from being aggregated and included in any
report required under section 4931.70 or division (D)(2) of
section 4931.69 of the Revised Code, provided the aggregated

i nformati on does not identify the nunber of any particul ar
conpany's custoners or the anpunt of its revenues or expenses or

identify a particular conpany as to any network infornation

Sec. 5703.57. (A) As used in this section, "Ohio business
gat eway" has the same neaning as in section 718.051 of the Revised
Code.

(B) There is hereby created the Chi o busi ness gateway
steering comrittee to direct the continuing devel opnent of the
Ohi 0 business gateway and to oversee its operations. The conmittee
shal | provide general oversight regardi ng operation of the Chio
busi ness gateway and shall recomrend to the departnent of
admi ni strative services enhancenents that will inprove the GChio
busi ness gateway. The committee shall consider all banking,
technol ogi cal, admi nistrative, and other issues associated with
the Ohi o business gateway and shall make reconmendati ons regarding
the type of reporting forms or other tax docunents to be filed

through the Ohi 0o busi ness gat eway.
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(© The conmmittee shall consist of:

(1) The foll owi ng nenbers, appointed by the governor with the

advi ce and consent of the senate:

(a) Not nore than twe four representatives of the business

comuni ty;

(b) Not nore than three representatives of nunicipal tax

adm ni strators; and
(c) Not nore than two tax practitioners.
(2) The followi ng ex officio nenbers:

(a) The director or other highest officer of each state
agency that has tax reporting forns or other tax docunents filed
with it through the Onhio business gateway or the director's

desi gnee;

(b) The secretary of state or the secretary of state's

desi gnee;

(c) The treasurer of state or the treasurer of state's

desi gnee;

(d) The director of budget and managenent or the director's

desi gnee;

(e) The state chief information officer or the officer's

desi gnee;

(f) The tax conmi ssioner or the tax conm ssioner's designee;

and
(g) The director of devel opnent or the director's designee.

An appoi nted nmenber shall serve until the menber resigns or
is renoved by the governor. Vacancies shall be filled in the sane

manner as origi nal appoi ntnents.

(D) A vacancy on the conmittee does not inpair the right of

the other nenbers to exercise all the functions of the commttee.
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The presence of a ngjority of the nmenbers of the comittee
constitutes a quorum for the conduct of business of the comittee.
The concurrence of at least a mpjority of the menbers of the
committee is necessary for any action to be taken by the
committee. On request, each nmenber of the conmittee shall be

rei mbursed for the actual and necessary expenses incurred in the

di scharge of the nenber’'s duti es.

(E) The conmittee is a part of the departnent of taxation for

admi ni strative purposes.

(F) Each year, the governor shall select a nenber of the
conmttee to serve as chairperson. The chairperson shall appoint
an official or enployee of the departnent of taxation to act as
the committee's secretary. The secretary shall keep minutes of the
comrittee's nmeetings and a journal of all neetings, proceedings,

findings, and determ nations of the comittee.

(G The conmittee shalkk may hire professional, technical, and

clerical staff needed to support its activities.

(H The committee shall neet as often as necessary to perform

its duties.

Sec. 5705.13. (A) A taxing authority of a subdivision, by
resolution or ordinance, nmay establish reserve bal ance accounts to
accunul ate currently avail able resources for the foll ow ng

pur poses:

(1) To stabilize subdivision budgets agai nst cyclical changes

in revenues and expenditures;

(2) Except as otherw se provided by this section, to provide

for the paynment of clainms and deductibles under & an individual or

joint self-insurance programfor the subdivision, if the

subdivision is permtted by |law to establish such a program

(3) To provide for the paynent of clains, assessnents, and
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deducti bl es under a self-insurance program i ndivi dual

retrospective ratings plan,_ group rating plan, group retrospective

rating plan, nedical only program deductible plan, or large

deductible plan for workers' conpensati on.

The ordi nance or resolution establishing a reserve bal ance
account shall state the purpose for which the account is
established, the fund in which the account is to be established,

and the total anmount of noney to be reserved in the account.

Not nore than one reserve bal ance account may be established
for each of the purposes permtted under divisions (A)(2) and (3)
of this section. Moiney to the credit of a reserve bal ance account
may be expended only for the purpose for which the account was

est abl i shed.

A reserve bal ance account established for the purpose
described in division (A)(1) of this section may be established in
the general fund or in one or nore special funds for operating
pur poses of the subdivision. The anmount of noney to be reserved in
such an account in any fiscal year shall not exceed five per cent
of the revenue credited in the preceding fiscal year to the fund

in which the account is established, or, in the case of a reserve

bal ance account of a county or of a township, the greater of that

amount _or _one-sixth of the expenditures during the preceding

fiscal vear fromthe fund in which the account is established.
Subject to division (G of section 5705.29 of the Revised Code,

any reserve bal ance in an account established under division

(A) (1) of this section shall not be considered part of the
unencunber ed bal ance or revenue of the subdivision under division
(A) of section 5705.35 or division (A) (1) of section 5705.36 of
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t he Revi sed Code.

At any tinme, a taxing authority of a subdivision, by
resol ution or ordinance, may reduce or elimnate the reserve
bal ance in a reserve bal ance account established for the purpose

described in division (A)(1) of this section.

A reserve bal ance account established for the purpose
described in division (A)(2) or (3) of this section shall be
established in the general fund of the subdivision or by the
establ i shment of a separate internal service fund established to
account for the operation of the an individual or joint

sel f-i nsurance er—+et+rospective—+atinrgs—plan program described in

division (A (2) of this section or a workers' conpensation program

or plan described in division (A)(3) of this section, and shall be

based on sound actuarial principles. The total anpbunt of noney in
a reserve bal ance account for self-insurance may be expressed in
dollars or as the anmpunt determined to represent an adequate

reserve according to sound actuarial principles.

A taxing authority of a subdivision, by resolution or
ordi nance, may rescind a reserve bal ance account established under
this division. If a reserve bal ance account is rescinded, noney
that has accunul ated in the account shall be transferred to the

fund or funds fromwhich the noney originally was transferred.

(B) A taxing authority of a subdivision, by resolution or
ordi nance, may establish a special revenue fund for the purpose of
accumul ating resources for the paynment of accunul ated sick | eave
and vacation |l eave, and for paynents in lieu of taking
conmpensatory time off, upon the term nation of enploynment or the
retirement of officers and enpl oyees of the subdivision. The
speci al revenue fund may al so accunul ate resources for paynment of
sal aries during any fiscal year when the nunber of pay periods
exceeds the usual and custonary nunber of pay peri ods.

Not wi t hst andi ng sections 5705. 14, 5705.15, and 5705.16 of the
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Revi sed Code, the taxing authority, by resolution or ordi nance,
may transfer noney to the special revenue fund from any other fund
of the subdivision fromwhich such paynents nay |awfully be nade.
The taxing authority, by resolution or ordinance, may rescind a
speci al revenue fund established under this division. If a speci al
revenue fund is rescinded, noney that has accurmulated in the fund
shall be transferred to the fund or funds from which the noney

originally was transferred.

(O A taxing authority of a subdivision, by resolution or
ordi nance, may establish a capital projects fund for the purpose
of accumul ating resources for the acquisition, construction, or
i mprovenment of fixed assets of the subdivision. For the purposes
of this section, "fixed assets" includes notor vehicles. Mre than
one capital projects fund nay be established and may exist at any
time. The ordinance or resolution shall identify the source of the
noney to be used to acquire, construct, or inprove the fixed
assets identified in the resolution or ordinance, the amount of
noney to be accunul ated for that purpose, the period of time over
whi ch that anpunt is to be accunul ated, and the fixed assets that
the taxing authority intends to acquire, construct, or inprove

with the noney to be accunulated in the fund.

A taxing authority of a subdivision shall not accunul ate
noney in a capital projects fund for nore than ten years after the
resol ution or ordinance establishing the fund is adopted. |If the
subdi vi sion has not entered into a contract for the acquisition,
construction, or inprovenent of fixed assets for which noney was
accumul ated in such a fund before the end of that ten-year period,
the fiscal officer of the subdivision shall transfer all noney in
the fund to the fund or funds fromwhich that noney originally was
transferred or the fund that originally was intended to receive

t he noney.

A taxing authority of a subdivision, by resolution or
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ordi nance, may rescind a capital projects fund. If a capital
projects fund is rescinded, noney that has accunmulated in the fund
shall be transferred to the fund or funds from which the noney

originally was transferred.

Not wi t hst andi ng sections 5705. 14, 5705.15, and 5705.16 of the
Revi sed Code, the taxing authority of a subdivision, by resolution
or ordinance, may transfer noney to the capital projects fund from
any other fund of the subdivision that may lawfully be used for
the purpose of acquiring, constructing, or inmproving the fixed

assets identified in the resolution or ordi nance.

Sec. 5713.07. The county auditor, at the tinme of making the
assessnent of real property subject to taxation, shall enter in a
separate |ist pertinent descriptions of all burying grounds,
publ i ¢ school houses, houses used exclusively for public worship,
institutions of purely public charity, real property used
exclusively for a hone for the aged, as defined in section 5701.13
of the Revised Code, public buildings and property used
exclusively for any public purpose, and any other property, with
the ot or tract of land on which such house, institution, public
bui I di ng, or other property is situated, and which have been
exenpted fromtaxation by either the tax conm ssioner or auditor
under section 5715.27 of the Revised Code or by the housing
of fi cer under section 3735.67 of the Revised Code. The auditor
shal | val ue such houses, buildings, property, and lots and tracts
of land at their taxable value in the sanme manner as the auditor
is required to value other real property, designating in each case
t he townshi p, mnunicipal corporation, and nunber of the school
district, or the nane or designation of the school, religious
society, or institution to which each house, lot, or tract
bel ongs. If such property is held and used for other public

pur poses, the auditor shall state by whomor howit is held.
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Sec. 5713.08. (A) The county auditor shall make a |ist of al
real and personal property in the auditor's county that is
exenpted fromtaxation. Such |ist shall show the nanme of the
owner, the value of the property exenpted, and a statenent in
brief formof the ground on which such exenption has been granted.
It shall be corrected annually by adding thereto the itens of
property whi ch have been exenpted during the year, and by striking
therefromthe itens which in the opinion of the auditor have | ost
their right of exenption and which have been reentered on the
taxable list, but no property shall be struck fromthe exenpt
property list solely because the property has been conveyed to a
single nenber linmted liability conpany with a nonprofit purpose
fromits nonprofit nenber or because the property has been
conveyed by a single nenber limted liability company with a
nonprofit purpose to its nonprofit menber. No additions shall be
made to such exenpt lists and no additional itens of property
shall be exenpted fromtaxation without the consent of the tax
conmi ssioner as is provided for in section 5715.27 of the Revised
Code or without the consent of the housing officer under section

3735.67 of the Revised Code, except for property exenpted by the

audi tor under that section or qualifying agricultural rea

property, as defined in section 5709.28 of the Revised Code, that
is enrolled in an agriculture security area that is exenpt under
that section. The conmmi ssioner may revise at any tine the list in
every county so that no property is inproperly or illegally
exenpted fromtaxation. The auditor shall follow the orders of the
commi ssi oner given under this section. An abstract of such |ist
shall be filed annually with the comr ssioner, on a form approved
by the comm ssioner, and a copy thereof shall be kept on file in

the office of each auditor for public inspection.

An application for exenption of property shall include a

certificate executed by the county treasurer certifying one of the
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fol | owi ng:

(1) That all taxes, interest, and penalties |evied and
assessed agai nst the property sought to be exenpted have been paid
in full for all of the tax years preceding the tax year for which
the application for exenption is filed, except for such taxes,
interest, and penalties that may be remtted under division (C of

this section;

(2) That the applicant has entered into a valid delinquent
tax contract with the county treasurer pursuant to division (A of
section 323.31 of the Revised Code to pay all of the delinquent
taxes, interest, and penalties charged agai nst the property,
except for such taxes, interest, and penalties that may be
remtted under division (C) of this section. If the auditor
receives notice under section 323.31 of the Revised Code that such
a witten delinguent tax contract has beconme void, the auditor
shal |l strike such property fromthe list of exenpted property and
reenter such property on the taxable list. If property is renpved
fromthe exenpt |ist because a witten delinquent tax contract has
become void, current taxes shall first be extended agai nst that
property on the general tax list and duplicate of real and public
utility property for the tax year in which the auditor receives
the notice required by division (A) of section 323.31 of the
Revi sed Code that the delinquent tax contract has becone void or,
if that notice is not tinmely made, for the tax year in which falls
the latest date by which the treasurer is required by such section
to give such notice. A county auditor shall not renove from any
tax list and duplicate the anbunt of any unpaid delinquent taxes,
assessnents, interest, or penalties owed on property that is

pl aced on the exenpt |ist pursuant to this division.

(3) That a tax certificate has been issued under section
5721.32 or 5721.33 of the Revised Code with respect to the

property that is the subject of the application, and the tax
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certificate is outstanding.

(B) If the treasurer's certificate is not included with the
application or the certificate refl ects unpaid taxes, penalties,
and interest that may not be renitted, the tax conmm ssioner or

county auditor with whomthe application was filed shall notify

the property owner of that fact, and the applicant shall be given
sixty days fromthe date that notification was nailed in which to

provi de the tax comm ssioner or county auditor with a corrected

treasurer's certificate. If a corrected treasurer's certificate is
not received within the tinme permtted, the tax comr ssioner or

county auditor does not have authority to consider the tax

exenption application.

(O Any taxes, interest, and penalties which have becone a
lien after the property was first used for the exenpt purpose, but
in no case prior to the date of acquisition of the title to the

property by the applicant, nay be renitted by the comn ssioner or

county auditor, except as is provided in division (A) of section
5713. 081 of the Revised Code.

(D) Real property acquired by the state in fee sinple is
exenpt fromtaxation fromthe date of acquisition of title or date
of possession, whichever is the earlier date, provided that all
taxes, interest, and penalties as provided in the apporti onnment
provi sions of section 319.20 of the Revised Code have been paid to
the date of acquisition of title or date of possession by the
state, whichever is earlier. The proportionate anount of taxes
that are a lien but not yet determnined, assessed, and |levied for
the year in which the property is acquired, shall be remtted by
the county auditor for the bal ance of the year fromdate of
acquisition of title or date of possession, whichever is earlier.
This section shall not be construed to authorize the exenption of
such property fromtaxation or the renission of taxes, interest,

and penalties thereon until all private use has term nated.
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Sec. 5713.081. (A) No application for real property tax
exenption and tax rem ssion shall be filed with, or considered by,

the tax conmm ssioner or county auditor in which tax remssion is

requested for nore than three tax years, and the conm ssioner or
auditor shall not remit nore than three years' taxes, penalties,

and i nterest.

(B) Al taxes, penalties, and interest, that have been
del i nquent for nore than three years, appearing on the general tax
list and duplicate of real property which have been | evied and
assessed agai nst parcels of real property owned by the state, any
political subdivision, or any other entity whose ownership of real
property woul d constitute public ownership, shall be collected by
the county auditor of the county where the real property is
| ocated. Sueh The auditor shall deduct from each distribution nade
by the auditor— the anbunt necessary to pay the tax delinquency
fromany revenues or funds to the credit of the state, any
political subdivision, or any other entity whose ownership of real
property would constitute public ownership thereof, passing under
the auditor's control, or which conme into the auditor's
possessi on, and such deductions shall be made on a conti nuing
basis until all delinquent taxes, penalties, and interest noted in

this section have been paid.

(C As used in division (B) of this section, "political
subdi vi si on" includes townshi ps, nunicipalities, counties, school
districts, boards of education, all state and nuni ci pal
uni versities, park boards, and any other entity whose ownership of

real property would constitute public ownership

Sec. 5713.082. (A) Wenever the county auditor reenters an
itemof property to the tax |list as provided in section 5713.08 of
the Revised Code and there has been no conveyance of the property

bet ween separate entities, the auditor shall send notice by
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certified mail to the owner of the property that it is now subject
to property taxation as a result of such action. The auditor shal
send the notice at the sanme tine the auditor certifies the rea
property tax duplicate to the county treasurer. The notice shall
describe the property and indicate that the owner may reapply for
tax exenption by filing an application for exenption as provided
in section 5715.27 of the Revised Code, and that failure to file
such an application within the proper tinme period will result in
the owner having to pay the taxes even if the property continued

to be used for an exenpt purpose.

(B) If the auditor failed to send the notice required by this
section, and if the owner of the property subsequently files an
application for tax exenption for the property for the current tax

year, the tax comm ssioner or county auditor may grant exenption

to the property, and the commi ssioner or auditor shall remt al

taxes and penalties for each prior year since the property was

reentered on the tax |list, notwthstandi ng theprovisions—of
division (A) of section 5713.081 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 5715.27. (A) (1) Except as provided in division (A)(2) of

this section and in section 3735.67 of the Revised Code, the

owner, a vendee in possession under a purchase agreenent or a | and
contract, the beneficiary of a trust, or a lessee for an initial
termof not less than thirty years of any property nmay file an
application with the tax conm ssioner, on forms prescribed by the
conmmi ssi oner, requesting that such property be exenpted from
taxation and that taxes, interest, and penalties be renmitted as
provided in division (C) of section 5713.08 of the Revised Code.

(2) If the property that is the subject of the application

for exenption is any of the followi ng, the application shall be

filed with the county auditor of the county in which the property

is listed for taxation
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(a) A public road or highway:

(b) Property belonging to the federal governnent of the

Uni ted States;

(c) Additions or other inprovenents to an existing buil ding

or _structure that belongs to the state or a political subdivision

as defined in section 5713.081 of the Revised Code, and that is

exenpted fromtaxation as property used exclusively for a public

ur pose;

(d) Property of the boards of trustees and of the housing

conmi ssions of the state universities, the northeastern Chio

uni versities college of nedicine, and of the state to be exenpted
under section 3345.17 of the Revi sed Code.

(B) The board of education of any school district may request

the tax conmm ssioner or county auditor to provide it with

notification of applications for exenption fromtaxation for
property located within that district. If so requested, the

conmmi ssioner or auditor shall send to the board on a nonthly basis
reports that contain sufficient information to enable the board to
identify each property that is the subject of an exenption
application, including, but not limted to, the nane of the
property owner or applicant, the address of the property, and the
auditor's parcel nunber. The conmissioner or auditor shall nai

the reports by the fifteenth day of the nonth followi ng the end of
the nonth in which the comm ssioner or auditor receives the

applications for exenption.

(© A board of education that has requested notification
under division (B) of this section may, with respect to any
application for exenption of property located in the district and

included in the conm ssioner's or auditor's nost recent report

provi ded under that division, file a statenent with the

conmmi ssioner or auditor and with the applicant indicating its
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intent to submit evidence and participate in any hearing on the
application. The statenents shall be filed prior to the first day
of the third nmonth following the end of the nonth in which that
application was docketed by the commi ssioner or auditor. A
statenent filed in conpliance with this division entitles the
district to submit evidence and to participate in any hearing on
the property and nakes the district a party for purposes of
sections 5717.02 to 5717.04 of the Revised Code in any appeal of

the conmm ssioner's or _auditor's decision to the board of tax

appeal s.

(D) The conm ssioner or auditor shall not hold a hearing on
or grant or deny an application for exenption of property in a
school district whose board of education has requested
notification under division (B) of this section until the end of
the period within which the board may subnmit a statenment with
respect to that application under division (C) of this section
The conmi ssioner or auditor may act upon an application at any
time prior to that date upon receipt of a witten waiver from each
such board of education, or, in the case of exenptions authorized
by section 725.02, 1728.10, 5709.40, 5709.41, 5709.411, 5709. 62,
5709. 63, 5709.632, 5709.73, 5709.78, 5709.84, or 5709.88 of the
Revi sed Code, upon the request of the property owner. Failure of a
board of education to receive the report required in division (B)
of this section shall not void an action of the conm ssioner or
auditor with respect to any application. The commi ssi oner or
auditor may extend the tine for filing a statement under division

(C of this section.

(E) A conplaint may also be filed with the comm ssioner or
audi tor by any person, board, or officer authorized by section
5715.19 of the Revised Code to file conplaints with the county
board of revision against the continued exenption of any property

grant ed exenption by the conmi ssioner or_auditor under this
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secti on.

(F) An application for exenption and a conpl ai nt agai nst
exenption shall be filed prior to the thirty-first day of Decenber
of the tax year for which exenption is requested or for which the
liability of the property to taxation in that year is requested.
The conm ssioner or auditor shall consider such application or
conpl aint in accordance with procedures established by the

conmi ssi oner, determ ne whether the property is subject to

taxation or exenpt therefrom and,_ if the conmmi ssioner makes the

determ nation, certify the conmssioner—sfindings determnation

to the auditor—whoe. Upon nmaking the deternm nation or receiving

the conm ssioner's deternination. the auditor shall correct the

tax list and duplicate accordingly. If a tax certificate has been
sol d under section 5721.32 or 5721.33 of the Revised Code wth
respect to property for which an exenption has been requested, the
tax comni ssioner or auditor shall also certify the findings to the

county treasurer of the county in which the property is |ocated.

(G Applications and conpl aints, and docunents of any kind
related to applications and conplaints, filed with the tax

conm ssioner or county auditor under this sections- are public

records within the meani ng of section 149.43 of the Revised Code.

(H If the conmm ssioner or auditor determ nes that the use of
property or other facts relevant to the taxability of property
that is the subject of an application for exenption or a conplaint
under this section has changed while the application or conplaint
was pendi ng, the comn ssioner or auditor nay nake the
determ nati on under division (F) of this section separately for
each tax year beginning with the year in which the application or
conplaint was filed or the year for which rem ssion of taxes under
division (C) of section 5713.08 of the Revised Code was requested,
and i ncl udi ng each subsequent tax year during which the

application or conplaint is pending before the comm ssioner or
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audi t or.

Sec. 5717.02. (A) Except as otherw se provided by | aw,
appeals fromfinal determ nations by the tax comm ssioner of any
prelimnary, anended, or final tax assessments, reassessnents,
val uations, determ nations, findings, conmputations, or orders nade
by the comm ssioner may be taken to the board of tax appeals by
the taxpayer, by the person to whom notice of the tax assessnent,
reassessnent, valuation, determnation, finding, conputation, or
order by the conmm ssioner is required by law to be given, by the
di rector of budget and nanagenent if the revenues affected by suech
that decision would accrue primarily to the state treasury, or by
the county auditors of the counties to the undivided general tax
funds of which the revenues affected by sueh that decision would
primarily accrue. Appeals fromthe redeterm nation by the director
of devel opnent under division (B) of section 5709.64 or division
(A) of section 5709.66 of the Revised Code may be taken to the
board of tax appeals by the enterprise to which notice of the
redetermnation is required by law to be given. Appeals froma

deci sion of the tax conm ssioner or county auditor concerning an

application for a property tax exenption may be taken to the board

of tax appeals by the applicant or by a school district that filed

a statement concerning sdeh that application under division (C of
section 5715.27 of the Revised Code. Appeals froma
redetermination by the director of job and fanmily services under
section 5733.42 of the Revised Code may be taken by the person to
whi ch the notice of the redeternmination is required by law to be

gi ven under that section

Sueh (B) The appeal s shall be taken by the filing of a notice
of appeal with the board, and with the tax comm ssioner if the tax
conmmi ssioner's action is the subject of the appeal, with the

county auditor if the county auditor's action is the subject of

the appeal, with the director of developnent if that director's
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action is the subject of the appeal, or with the director of job
and fam|ly services if that director's action is the subject of
the appeal. The notice of appeal shall be filed within sixty days
after service of the notice of the tax assessnent, reassessnent,
val uation, determination, finding, conputation, or order by the

conmi ssioner, property tax exenption determ nation by the

comm ssioner or the county auditor, or redeterm nation by the

di rector has been given as provided in section 5703.37, 5709. 64,
5709. 66, or 5733.42 of the Revised Code. The notice of sueh appeal
nmay be filed in person or by certified mail, express nail, or

aut hori zed delivery service. If the notice of sueh appeal is filed
by certified mail, express mail, or authorized delivery service as
provided in section 5703. 056 of the Revised Code, the date of the
United States postnark placed on the sender's receipt by the
postal service or the date of receipt recorded by the authorized
delivery service shall be treated as the date of filing. The

noti ce of appeal shall have attached therete to it and

i ncorporated therein in it by reference a true copy of the notice

sent by the commi ssioner, county auditor, or director to the

t axpayer, enterprise, or other person of the final determ nation
or redeterm nation conplained of, and shall al so specify the
errors therein conplained of, but failure to attach a copy of sueh
that notice and to incorporate it by reference in the notice of

appeal does not invalidate the appeal

(€ Upon the filing of a notice of appeal, the tax

commi ssioner, county auditor, or the director, as appropriate,

shall certify to the board a transcript of the record of the

proceedi ngs before the conm ssioner, auditor, or director,

together with all evidence considered by the conm ssioner

auditor, or director in connection therewith with the proceedings.

Suech Those appeal s or applications may be heard by the board at
its office in Colunbus or in the county where the appell ant

resides, or it may cause its exanm ners to conduct sueh the
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hearings and to report to it their findings for affirnmation or

rejection.

(D) The board may order the appeal to be heard upon the
record and the evidence certified to it by the conmi ssioner,

county auditor, or director, but upon the application of any

interested party the board shall order the hearing of additional
evidence, and it may nake sdeh an investigation concerning the

appeal as that it considers proper.

Section 2. That existing sections 9.37, 167.03, 305.171,
505. 603, 3917.04, 4931.41, 4931.43, 4931.44, 4931.45, 4931. 49,
4931. 50, 4931. 64, 4931.65, 4931.66, 5703.57, 5705.13, 5713.07,
5713.08, 5713.081, 5713.082, 5715.27, and 5717.02 of the Revised

Code are hereby repeal ed.

Section 3. The anendnments by this act to sections 5713. 07,
5713. 08, 5713.081, 5713.082, 5715.27, and 5717.02 of the Revised
Code apply to applications for exenptions filed for tax year 2011

or thereafter.

Section 4. Section 5713.08 of the Revised Code is presented
in this act as a conposite of the section as anended by both Sub.
H B. 160 and Sub. H. B. 289 of the 127th General Assenbly. The
Ceneral Assenbly, applying the principle stated in division (B) of
section 1.52 of the Revised Code that anmendnents are to be
har nmoni zed i f reasonably capabl e of sinultaneous operation, finds
that the conposite is the resulting version of the section in
effect prior to the effective date of the section as presented in

this act.
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