As Reported by the House Transportation, Public Safety and
Homeland Security Committee

129th General Assembly
Regular Session Am. H. B. No. 316
2011-2012

Representatives Rosenberger, Landis

Cosponsors: Representatives Brenner, Bubp, Butler, Gerberry, Gonzales,

Johnson, Letson, Ruhl

A BILL

To amend section 4511.53 of the Revised Code to
prohi bit notorcycle handl ebars from bei ng hi gher
than t he shoul ders of the operator when the
operator is seated in the operator's seat or

saddl e.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That section 4511.53 of the Revi sed Code be

amended to read as fol |l ows:

Sec. 4511.53. (A) For purposes of this section, "snowrobile"
has the sane nmeaning as given that termin section 4519.01 of the
Revi sed Code.

(B) No person operating a bicycle shall ride other than upon
or astride the permanent and regul ar seat attached thereto or
carry any other person upon such bicycle other than upon a firmy
attached and regul ar seat thereon, and no person shall ride upon a

bi cycl e other than upon such a firnmly attached and regul ar seat.

No person operating a motorcycle shall ride other than upon
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or astride the permanent and regul ar seat or saddl e attached

thereto, or carry any other person upon such notorcycle other than
upon a firmy attached and regul ar seat or saddl e thereon, and no
person shall ride upon a notorcycle other than upon such a firnmy

attached and regul ar seat or saddle.

No person shall ride upon a notorcycle that is equi pped with
a saddle other than while sitting astride the saddle, facing

forward, with one | eg on each side of the notorcycle.

No person shall ride upon a notorcycle that is equipped with

a seat other than while sitting upon the seat.

No person operating a bicycle shall carry any package,
bundl e, or article that prevents the driver from keeping at | east
one hand upon the handlebars handl ebars.

No bicycle or notorcycle shall be used to carry nore persons
at one time than the nunber for which it is designed and equi ppeds-
por—shal—any. No notorcycle shall be operated on a hi ghway when

the handle barsor grips—are nprethanfifteeninches handl ebars

ri se higher than the shoulders of the operator when the operator

is seated in the operator's seat or saddl e fer—the—operator

No person shall operate or be a passenger on a snownobile or

not orcycl e wi thout using safety gl asses or other protective eye
device. No person who is under the age of eighteen years, or who
hol ds a notorcycle operator's endorsenment or |license bearing a
"novi ce" designhation that is currently in effect as provided in
section 4507.13 of the Revised Code, shall operate a notorcycle on
a hi ghway, or be a passenger on a motorcycle, unless wearing a
protective helmet on the person's head, and no ot her person shal
be a passenger on a notorcycle operated by such a person unless
simlarly wearing a protective helnet. The hel nmet, safety gl asses,
or other protective eye device shall conformwi th rul es adopted by

the director of public safety. The provisions of this paragraph or
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a violation thereof shall not be used in the trial of any civil

acti on.

(O (1) No person shall operate a nmotorcycle with a valid
tenporary instruction permt and tenporary instruction permnit
identification card issued by the registrar of notor vehicles
pursuant to section 4507.05 of the Revised Code unless the person
at the tine of such operation, is wearing on the person's head a
protective helnmet that conforns with rules adopted by the

di rector.

(2) No person shall operate a notorcycle with a valid
tenporary instruction permt and tenporary instruction permnit
identification card issued by the registrar pursuant to section

4507. 05 of the Revised Code in any of the follow ng circunstances:

(a) At any tine when lighted lights are required by division
(A) (1) of section 4513.03 of the Revised Code;

(b) Wiile carrying a passenger
(c) On any linted access hi ghway.

(D) Nothing in this section shall be construed as prohibiting
the carrying of a child in a seat or trailer that is designed for

carrying children and is firmly attached to the bicycle.

(E) Except as otherw se provided in this division, whoever
violates this section is guilty of a mnor nisdeneanor. If, within
one year of the offense, the offender previously has been
convi cted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate notor vehicle or
traffic offense, whoever violates this sectionis guilty of a
m sdeneanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of the
of fense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or nore
predi cate notor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this

section is guilty of a m sdenmeanor of the third degree.

Section 2. That existing section 4511.53 of the Revised Code
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i s hereby repeal ed.
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