As Introduced

129th General Assembly
Regular Session H. B. No. 404
2011-2012

Representative Goyal

Cosponsors: Representatives Murray, Antonio, Ruhl, Ramos

A BILL

To anend section 4771.20 of the Revised Code to
expand the right of an institution of higher
education to bring a civil action for damages
caused by violations of athletic association or

conference regul ati ons.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That section 4771.20 of the Revi sed Code be

amended to read as fol |l ows:

Sec. 4771.20. (A) An institution of higher education may
bring a civil action against—an—-athlete—agent—who—violatesthis
chapter for conpensatory damages, punitive or exenplary dammges,

and equitable relief as the court finds appropriate—A as foll ows:

(1) Against an athlete agent who violates this chapter;

(2) Agai nst any person who intentionally induces or otherw se

pur posely causes an athlete to violate the requlations of an

intercollegiate athletic association or conference;

(3) Against a staff person or forner staff person of the

institution who intentionally violates the requl ations of an

intercollegiate athletic association or conference.
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A court may grant equitable relief to a plaintiff under this
section to prevent harmthat could result fromthe acts or

om ssions of an athlete o, athlete agent, or other person if the

court finds a reasonable |ikelihood that a violation occurred.

(B) For purposes of this section, an institution of higher
education suffers harmwhen, as the result of any of the acts of

described in divisions (A)(1) to (3) of this section by an athlete

agent er—ah, athlete, beth or other person, either of the

fol |l owi ng eecedur occurs:

(1) The institution or ar athl ete enrolHedatthe institution
is penalized e+, is declared ineligible to conpete in

intercollegiate athletics, or is placed on probationary status by

. | oL I I , L eai
athleties—or—by an intercollegiate athletic association or

conf erence.

(2) As—a—resut—ofthe—penalty—or—declaration—of
HreHgHbiHHty—the The institution of higher education experiences

any of the follow ng:
(a) Aloss of the ability to grant an athletic schol arshi p;
(b) Aloss of the ability to recruit an athlete;

(c) Aloss of eligibility to participate in intercollegiate
conpetition;

(d) Aloss of eligibility to participate in post-season
athletic conpetition;

(e) Aforfeiture of any athletic contest;

(f) An adverse financial inpact including, but not limted
to, lost revenue from nedi a coverage of athletic conpetition or

| ost ticket sales.

(C© An institution of higher education that prevails in an

action brought under this section may recover conpensatory and
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punitive or exenplary damages. A court may award punitive or

exempl ary danmages even if it does not award conpensatory danmages.

A court also nay award court costs and reasonable attorney's fees

to a prevailing plaintiff.

(D) I'n a civil action brought under this section, a court

shall not award punitive or exenplary damages agai nst a surety.

Section 2. That existing section 4771.20 of the Revised Code

i s hereby repeal ed.
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