As Introduced

129th General Assembly
Regular Session H. B. No. 447
2011-2012

Representative Stinziano

Cosponsors: Representatives Adams, J., Antonio, Cera, Goyal, Henne,

Letson, Phillips, Yuko

A BILL

To create a pilot programin the Departnent of
Devel opnment to provide technical assistance to

el i gi bl e busi nesses and to nmake an appropriation.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. (A As used in this section:

(1) "Eligible business" nmeans a for-profit business
associ ation that has at |east six enployees but not nore than
ni nety-ni ne enpl oyees and that has maintained its principal place
of business in the state for at |east a two-year period ending on
the date the business applies for assistance under this section.
The busi ness nmust generate at | east seven hundred fifty thousand
dollars but not nore than twenty-five nmillion dollars in annua
revenue and nust have increased both its nunber of full-tine
equi val ent enployees in this state and its gross revenue during at

| east three of the five years preceding the date of application

(2) "Full-tinme equival ent enpl oyee" neans the quotient
obtai ned by dividing the total number of hours for which an
el i gi bl e busi ness enpl oys enpl oyees during a year by two thousand

ei ghty.
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(B) There is hereby created in the departnent of devel oprment
the econonic gardeni ng techni cal assistance pilot program The
di rector of devel opnment may contract with or coordinate one or
nore persons to aid in the adm nistration and operation of the

pr ogr am

The director shall provide technical assistance to eligible
busi nesses, including, but not limted to, access to infornation
and market intelligence services, including informtion on
mar kets, custoners, and conpetitors, such as busi ness dat abases,
geographic informati on systens, search engi ne marketing, and
busi ness connecti on devel opment encouragi ng i nteraction and
exchange anobng busi ness owners and resource providers such as
trade associ ations, academ ¢ institutions, business advocacy
organi zati ons, peer-based | earni ng sessions, and nentoring
prograns. The director, through the program is authorized to
pronote the general business and industrial interests of the

state.

(O (1) The director, in selecting eligible businesses to
assi st, shall select businesses in nore than one industry
classification and, to the extent practicable, shall choose
busi nesses that are geographically distributed throughout the

state.

(2) A business receiving assistance under the program nust
enter into an agreenment with the director to establish the
busi ness's commi tnent to participate in the program The agreenent
must require, at a mininum that the business do all of the

fol | ow ng:

(a) Attend the nunber of neetings between the business and
the director or another person designated by the director as

prescribed in the agreenent;

(b) Report job creation data in the nanner prescribed by the
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di rector;

(c) Provide financial data in the manner prescribed by the

di rector.

The director may prescribe in the agreenent additional
reporting requirenents as are necessary to docunment the progress
of the business and nonitor the business's inplenentation of the

assi st ance.

(D) On or before one year after the effective date of ....B.

of the 129th General Assenbly, the director of devel opnent
shal |l nmake avail able on the departnment of devel opnent's web site a
report that includes, at a mninmum the nunber of businesses
recei ving assi stance under this section, the nunber of full-tinme
equi val ent enpl oyees created as a result of the assistance, the
total anpunt of conpensation paid for such enpl oyees, and the
| ocations and types of business conducted by the businesses. The
report shall also evaluate the effectiveness of the econonic
gar deni ng techni cal assistance pilot program and reconmend any
changes to be nade to the program The report shall be submitted
to the governor, the speaker and nminority |eader of the house of
representatives, and the majority leader and nmnority |eader of

t he senate.

(E) The director of devel opnent shall adopt rules in
accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code that are
necessary for the admnistration of the econonic gardening

techni cal assistance pilot program

Section 2. Section 1 of ....B. .... of the 129th Cenera
Assenbly is hereby repeal ed, effective two years after the
effective date of ....B. .... of the 129th General Assenbly.

Section 3. Al items in this section are hereby appropriated

as designated out of any noneys in the state treasury to the
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credit of the General Revenue Fund. For all appropriations nade in
this act, those in the first colum are for fiscal year 2012 and
those in the second columm are for fiscal year 2013. The
appropriations made in this act are in addition to any other
appropriations made for the FY 2012-FY 2013 bi enni um
Appropriations
DEV DEPARTMENT OF DEVELOPMENT

Ceneral Revenue Fund

GRF 195530 Econoni ¢ Gardeni ng $ 250, 000 $ 250, 000
Pil ot Program

TOTAL GRF General Revenue Fund $ 250, 000 $ 250, 000

TOTAL ALL BUDGET FUND GROUPS $ 250,000 $ 250, 000

ECONOM C GARDENI NG TECHNI CAL ASSI STANCE PI LOT PROGRAM

The foregoing appropriation item 195530, Econom ¢ Gardeni ng
Pilot Program shall be used for the Econom ¢ Gardeni ng Technica
Assi stance Pil ot Program established in section 122.97 of the
Revi sed Code.

Wthin the limts set forth in this act, the Director of
Budget and Managenent shall establish accounts indicating the
source and anmount of funds for each appropriation made in this
act, and shall determ ne the form and manner in which
appropriation accounts shall be maintai ned. Expenditures from
appropriations contained in this act shall be accounted for as
though nade in Am Sub. H B. 153 of the 129th CGeneral Assenbly.

The appropriations made in this act are subject to all
provi sions of Am Sub. H B. 153 of the 129th Ceneral Assenbly that

are generally applicable to such appropriations.

Section 4. Sections 1, 2, 3, and 4 of this act are not
subject to the referendum under GChio Constitution, Article I1I,

Section 1d, and section 1.471 of the Revised Code, and therefore
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those sections take effect inmediately when this act becones | aw. 108



