As Introduced

129th General Assembly

Regular Session H. B. No. 609

2011-2012

Representatives Wachtmann, Gonzales

A BILL

To enact sections 1739.051, 1751.69, 3923.235, and
5111. 0216 of the Revised Code to require the
Medi cai d program and to authorize health care
insurers to provide coverage of telehealth

servi ces.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 1739.051, 1751.69, 3923.235, and
5111. 0216 of the Revi sed Code be enacted to read as foll ows:

Sec. 1739.051. (A) As used in this section:

(1) "Asynchronous store and forward action” neans the

transm ssion of a patient's nedical infornmation from an

originating site to a health care provider at a distant site for

review of the infornation by the provider at the distant site

w t hout a synchronous interaction

(2) "Distant site" neans the location of a health care

provi der when providing telehealth services to a patient.

(3) "Health care provider" neans a person or _gover nnent

entity licensed, certified, reqgistered, or otherw se authorized to

provide health care services to patients as a health care

prof essional or a health care facility.

(4) "Oliginating site" nmeans both of the foll ow ng:
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(a) The location of a patient when receiving tel ehealth

services froma health care provider;

(b) The | ocation where an asynchronous store and forward

action originates.

(5) "Synchronous interaction" nmeans a real-tinme interaction

bet ween a patient receiving telehealth services at an originating

site and a health care provider delivering telehealth services

froma distant site.

(6) "Tel ehealth" neans the use of interactive audi o, video,

and ot her tel ecommuni cations technol ogy by a health care provider

to deliver health care services between a distant site and an

originating site for diagnosis and treatnent of a patient.

(7) "Telehealth service" neans a health care service provided

through telehealth, including a service provided through a

synchronous interaction or asynchronous store and forward action.

(B) A nmultiple enployer wel fare arrangenent operating a group

sel f-insurance program nay include coverage of telehealth

services.

(C 1If coverage of telehealth services is included in a group

self-insurance program operated by a multiple enplover welfare

arrangenent, all of the foll owi ng apply:

(1) The coverage is applicable only to telehealth services

that are nedically appropriate and nedically necessary.

(2) Except as provided in divisions (D)(3) and (4) of this

section, the coverage of a telehealth service is to be the sane in

amount ., duration, and scope as the coverage that applies to a

service delivered in person to a patient.

(3) When the provision of a telehealth service includes

actions perforned by both a health care provider and a health care

facility, the coverage of the service is limted to a single
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rei mbursenent anmount for that provider and facility.

(4) The coverage is not applicable to a telehealth service

unl ess, when the service is provided, the health care provider is

licensed, certified. registered, or otherw se authorized in this

state to provide the service.

(D) If a health care provider intends to seek reinbursenent

for providing a telehealth service, the provider shall retain

rel evant docunentation of providing the service and any subsequent

telehealth service as part of the patient records nmaintai ned by

the provider.

(E) This section does not alter any coverage that may be

avail able for telenedicine services provided to a patient in this

state by a physician who is located outside this state and is

practicing under a telenedicine certificate issued by the state
nedi cal board under section 4731.296 of the Revi sed Code.

Sec. 1751.69. (A) As used in this section:

(1) "Asynchronous store and forward acti on" neans the

transm ssion of a patient's nmedical information from an

originating site to a health care provider at a distant site for

review of the information by the provider at the distant site

w t hout a synchronous interaction

(2) "Distant site" neans the |ocation of a health care

provi der when providing telehealth services to a patient.

(3) "Health care provider" neans a person _or_gover nnent

entity licensed, certified, reqgistered. or otherw se authorized to

provide health care services to patients as a health care

professional or a health care facility.

(4) "Oliginating site" neans both of the follow ng:

(a) The location of a patient when receiving tel ehealth

services froma health care provider;
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(b) The | ocation where an asynchronous store and forward

action originates.

(5) "Synchronous interaction" nmeans a real-tine interaction

bet ween a patient receiving telehealth services at an originating

site and a health care provider delivering tel ehealth services

froma distant site.

(6) "Tel ehealth" neans the use of interactive audi o, video,

and ot her tel ecommuni cations technol ogy by a health care provider

to deliver health care services between a distant site and an

originating site for diagnosis and treatnent of a patient.

(7) "Telehealth service" nmeans a health care service provided

through telehealth, including a service provided through a

synchronous interaction or asynchronous store and forward action.

(B) An individual or group health insuring corporation

policy, contract, or agreenent delivered, issued for delivery, or

renewed in this state policy may include coverage of telehealth

servi ces.

(C |If coverage of telehealth services is included in an

i ndi vi dual _or qgroup health insuring corporation policy, contract,

or agreenent, all of the foll ow ng apply:

(1) The coverage is applicable only to telehealth services

that are nedically appropriate and nedically necessary.

(2) Except as provided in divisions (D)(3) and (4) of this

section, the coverage of a telehealth service is to be the sane in

amount . duration, and scope as the coverage that applies to a

service delivered in person to a patient.

(3) When the provision of a telehealth service includes

actions perforned by both a health care provider and a health care

facility, the coverage of the service is linmted to a single

rei nbursenent anmount for that provider and facility.

Page 4

81
82

83
84
85
86

87
88
89
90

91
92
93

94
95
96
97

98
99
100

101
102

103
104
105
106

107
108
109
110



H. B. No. 609
As Introduced

(4) The coverage is not applicable to a telehealth service

unl ess, when the service is provided, the health care provider is

licensed, certified, registered, or otherwi se authorized in this

state to provide the service.

(D) If a health care provider intends to seek rei nbursenent

for providing a telehealth service, the provider shall retain

rel evant docunentation of providing the service and any subsequent

tel ehealth service as part of the patient records nmaintai ned by

t he provider.

(E) This section does not alter any coverage that may be

avail able for telenedicine services provided to a patient in this

state by a physician who is located outside this state and is

practicing under a telenedicine certificate issued by the state
nedi cal board under section 4731.296 of the Revi sed Code.

Sec. 3923.235. (A) As used in this section:

(1) "Asynchronous store and forward acti on" neans the

transm ssion of a patient's nmedical information from an

originating site to a health care provider at a distant site for

review of the information by the provider at the distant site

wi t hout a synchronous interaction

(2) "Distant site" neans the |ocation of a health care

provi der when providing telehealth services to a patient.

(3) "Health care provider" neans a person or _gover nnent

entity licensed, certified, reqgistered, or otherw se authorized to

provide health care services to patients as a health care

professional or a health care facility.

(4) "Oliginating site" neans both of the follow ng:

(a) The location of a patient when receiving tel ehealth

services froma health care provider

(b) The | ocation where an asynchronous store and forward
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action originates.

(5) "Synchronous interaction" neans a real-tine interaction

bet ween a patient receiving telehealth services at an originating

site and a health care provider delivering telehealth services

froma distant site.

(6) "Telehealth" neans the use of interactive audi o, video,

and ot her tel ecommuni cations technology by a health care provider

to deliver health care services between a distant site and an

originating site for diagnosis and treatnent of a patient.

(7) "Telehealth service" neans a health care service provided

through telehealth, including a service provided through a

synchronous interaction or asynchronous store and forward action.

(B) An individual or group policy of sickness and acci dent

i nsurance delivered, issued for delivery, or renewed in this state

may i nclude coverage of telehealth services. A public enpl oyee

benefit plan established or nobdified in this state nmay incl ude

coverage of telehealth services.

(C |If coverage of telehealth services is included in an

i ndi vi dual or group policy of sickness and acci dent insurance or a

public enpl oyee benefit plan, all of the foll ow ng apply:

(1) The coverage is applicable only to telehealth services

that are nedically appropriate and nedically necessary.

(2) Except as provided in divisions (D)(3) and (4) of this

section, the coverage of a telehealth service is to be the sane in

amount . duration, and scope as the coverage that applies to a

service delivered in person to a patient.

(3) When the provision of a telehealth service includes

actions perforned by both a health care provider and a health care

facility, the coverage of the service is linmted to a single

rei nbursenent anmount for that provider and facility.
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(4) The coverage is not applicable to a telehealth service

unl ess, when the service is provided, the health care provider is

licensed, certified, registered, or otherwi se authorized in this

state to provide the service.

(D) If a health care provider intends to seek rei nbursenent

for providing a telehealth service, the provider shall retain

rel evant docunentation of providing the service and any subsequent

tel ehealth service as part of the patient records nmaintai ned by

t he provider.

(E) This section does not alter any coverage that may be

avail able for telenedicine services provided to a patient in this

state by a physician who is located outside this state and is

practicing under a telenedicine certificate issued by the state
nedi cal board under section 4731.296 of the Revi sed Code.

Sec. 5111.0216. (A) As used in this section:

(1) "Asynchronous store and forward acti on" neans the

transm ssion of a patient's nmedical information from an

originating site to a health care provider at a distant site for

review of the information by the provider at the distant site

wi t hout a synchronous interaction

(2) "Distant site" neans the |ocation of a health care

provi der when providing telehealth services to a patient.

(3) "Health care provider" neans a person or _gover nnent

entity licensed, certified, reqgistered, or otherw se authorized to

provide health care services to patients as a health care

professional or a health care facility.

(4) "Oliginating site" neans both of the follow ng:

(a) The location of a patient when receiving tel ehealth

services froma health care provider

(b) The | ocation where an asynchronous store and forward
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action originates.

(5) "Synchronous interaction" neans a real-tine interaction

bet ween a patient receiving telehealth services at an originating

site and a health care provider delivering telehealth services

froma distant site.

(6) "Telehealth" neans the use of interactive audi o, video,

and ot her tel ecommuni cations technology by a health care provider

to deliver health care services between a distant site and an

originating site for diagnosis and treatnent of a patient.

(7) "Telehealth service" neans a health care service provided

through telehealth, including a service provided through a

synchronous interaction or asynchronous store and forward action.

(B) The nedicaid program shall provide coverage of telehealth

services. The coverage shall be extended to all conponents of the

nedi caid program including services provided through the care

nmanagenent system est abl i shed under section 5111.16 of the Revised

Code.

(C) Wth respect to the nedicaid program s coverage of

telehealth services, all of the foll ow ng apply:

(1) The coverage is applicable only to telehealth services

that are nedically appropriate and nedically necessary.

(2) Except as provided in divisions (D)(3) and (4) of this

section, the coverage of a telehealth service is to be the sane in

ampount ., duration, and scope as the coverage that applies to a

service delivered in person to a patient.

(3) When the provision of a telehealth service includes

actions perforned by both a health care provider and a health care

facility, the coverage of the service is linmted to a single

rei mbur senent _anount for that provider and facility.

(4) The coverage is not applicable to a telehealth service
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unl ess, when the service is provided, the health care provider is

licensed, certified, registered, or otherw se authorized in this

state to provide the service.

(5) The coverage is applicable only if the health care

provider holds a valid nedicaid provider agreenent.

(D) If a health care provider intends to seek reinbursenent

for providing a telehealth service, the provider shall retain

rel evant docunentation of providing the service and any subsequent

telehealth service as part of the patient records nmaintai ned by

the provider.

(E) This section does not alter any coverage that may be

avail able for telenedicine services provided to a patient in this

state by a physician who is located outside this state and is

practicing under a telenedicine certificate issued by the state
nedi cal board under section 4731.296 of the Revi sed Code.
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