As Introduced

129th General Assembly
Regular Session

2011-2012

Senator Wagoner

A BILL

S. B. No. 148

To anend sections 111.27, 309.09, 3501.01, 3501.02,
3501. 11, 3501.13, 3501.17,

3501.
3501.
3501.
3501.
3503.
3503.
3505.
3505.
3505.
3506.
3509.
3511.
3511.
3511.
3513.
35109.
3599.

05,
22,
30,
37,
14,
21,
18,
21,
29,
15,
05,
02,
08,
14,
30,
01,
31,

t o enact

3505.

05,

3501.
3501.
3501.
3501.
3503.
3503.
3505.
3505.
3505.
3509.
3509.
3511.
3511.
3513.
3513.
35109.
4301.

051,
26,
31,
38,
15,
26,
181,
23,
30,
01,
06,
04,
09,
02,
31,
16,
32,

3501.
3501.
3503.
3503.
3503.

27, 3501.
32, 3501.
02, 3503.
16, 35083.
28, 3505.

28, 3501. 29,
33, 3501. 35,
06, 3503. 10,
18, 3503. 19,
11, 3505.17,

3505. 182, 3505. 183, 3505. 20,

3505.
3505.
35009.
3509.
3511.
3511.
3513.
3515.
3599.
4301.

secti ons 3501.
and 3506. 021,
3503. 29, 3506.16, 3513.

the El ection Law.

24, 3505.
31, 3506.
03, 3509.
07, 3509.
05, 3511.
10, 3511.

26, 3505. 28,
05, 3506.12,
031, 3509. 04,
08, 3509. 09,
06, 3511. 07,
11, 3511.13,

131, 3513.19, 3513.21

04, 3517.
07, 3599.

01, 3517.012,
17, 3599. 19,

334, 4303.29, and 4305. 14,
111, 3501. 302, 3503. 20,

and to repeal sections

301, and

3513.312 to revi se

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

© 00 N O O b~ W N B

N NN R R R R R R R R R R
N B O © 0 N o 00 M W N B O



S. B. No. 148
As Introduced

Section 1. That sections 111.27, 309.09, 3501.01, 3501.02,
3501. 05, 3501.051, 3501.11, 3501.13, 3501.17, 3501.22, 3501.26
3501. 27, 3501.28, 3501.29, 3501.30, 3501.31, 3501.32, 3501.33,
3501. 35, 3501.37, 3501.38, 3503.02, 3503.06, 3503.10, 3503. 14,
3503. 15, 3503.16, 3503.18, 3503.19, 3503.21, 3503.26, 3503.28,
3505. 11, 3505.17, 3505.18, 3505.181, 3505.182, 3505.183, 3505. 20,
3505. 21, 3505.23, 3505. 24, 3505.26, 3505.28, 3505.29, 3505. 30,
3505. 31, 3506. 05, 3506.12, 3506.15, 3509.01, 3509.03, 3509.031
3509. 04, 3509. 05, 3509.06, 3509.07, 3509.08, 3509.09, 3511.02,
3511. 04, 3511.05, 3511.06, 3511.07, 3511.08, 3511.09, 3511.10,
3511.11, 3511.13, 3511.14, 3513.02, 3513.131, 3513.19, 3513.21,
3513. 30, 3513.31, 3515.04, 3517.01, 3517.012, 3519.01, 3519.16
3599. 07, 3599.17, 3599.19, 3599.31, 4301.32, 4301.334, 4303. 29,
and 4305. 14 be anended and sections 3501.111, 3501. 302, 3503. 20,
3505. 05, and 3506. 021 of the Revised Code be enacted to read as

foll ows:

Sec. 111.27. There is hereby established in the state
treasury the board of elections reinbursenent and education fund.
The fund shall be used by the secretary of state to reinburse
boards of elections for various purposes, including reinbursenents
made under sections 3543304 —3513-312~ 3515. 071~ and 3521. 03 of
the Revised Code, and to provide training and educational prograns
for menbers and enpl oyees of boards of elections. The fund shal
receive transfers of cash pursuant to controlling board action and
al so shall receive revenues fromfees, gifts, grants, donations,

and other simlar receipts.

Sec. 309.09. (A The prosecuting attorney shall be the |egal
advi ser of the board of county comm ssioners, board of el ections,
and all other county officers and boards, including al

tax-supported public libraries, and any of them may require
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witten opinions or instructions fromthe prosecuting attorney in
matters connected with their official duties. The prosecuting
attorney shall prosecute and defend all suits and actions which
any such officer or board directs or to which it is a party, and
no county officer may enploy any other counsel or attorney at the
expense of the county, except as provided in section 305.14 of the
Revi sed Code.

(B) (1) The prosecuting attorney shall be the | egal adviser
for all township officers, boards, and conmi ssions, unless,
subject to division (B)(2) of this section, the township has
adopted a linited hone rule government pursuant to Chapter 504. of
t he Revised Code and has not entered into a contract to have the
prosecuting attorney serve as the township | aw director, in which
case, subject to division (B)(2) of this section, the township | aw
director, whether serving full-tinme or part-tine, shall be the
| egal adviser for all township officers, boards, and conm ssions.
When the board of township trustees finds it advisable or
necessary to have additional |egal counsel, it may enploy an
attorney other than the township |law director or the prosecuting
attorney of the county, either for a particular matter or on an
annual basis, to represent the township and its officers, boards,
and commissions in their official capacities and to advise them on
|l egal matters. No such | egal counsel may be enpl oyed, except on
the order of the board of township trustees, duly entered upon its
journal, in which the conpensation to be paid for the |ega
services shall be fixed. The conmpensation shall be paid fromthe

townshi p fund.

Nothing in this division confers any of the powers or duties
of a prosecuting attorney under section 309.08 of the Revised Code

upon a township | aw director.

(2)(a) If any township in the county served by the

prosecuting attorney has adopted any resolution regarding the
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operation of adult entertai nment establishnents pursuant to the
authority that is granted under section 503.52 of the Revised Code
or if aresolution of that nature has been adopted under section
503.53 of the Revised Code in a township in the county served by

the prosecuting attorney, all of the follow ng apply:

(i) Upon the request of a township in the county that has
adopted, or in which has been adopted, a resolution of that nature
that is made pursuant to division (E)(1)(c) of section 503.52 of
the Revised Code, the prosecuting attorney shall prosecute and
defend on behalf of the township in the trial and argunent in any
court or tribunal of any challenge to the validity of the
resolution. If the challenge to the validity of the resolution is
before a federal court, the prosecuting attorney may request the
attorney general to assist the prosecuting attorney in prosecuting
and defending the chall enge and, upon the prosecuting attorney's
maki ng of such a request, the attorney general shall assist the
prosecuting attorney in perfornming that service if the resol ution
was drafted in accordance with | egal guidance provided by the
attorney general as described in division (B)(2) of section 503.52
of the Revised Code. The attorney general shall provide this
assi stance without charge to the township for which the service is
perfornmed. If a township adopts a resolution w thout the |egal
gui dance of the attorney general, the attorney general is not
required to provide assistance as described in this division to a

prosecuting attorney.

(ii) Upon the request of a township in the county that has
adopted, or in which has been adopted, a resolution of that nature
that is made pursuant to division (E)(1)(a) of section 503.52 of
the Revised Code, the prosecuting attorney shall prosecute and
defend on behalf of the township a civil action to enjoin the

violation of the resolution in question.

(iii) Upon the request of a township in the county that has
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adopted, or in which has been adopted, a resolution of that nature
that is made pursuant to division (E)(1)(b) of section 503.52 of
the Revised Code, the prosecuting attorney shall prosecute and
defend on behalf of the township a civil action under Chapter

3767. of the Revised Code to abate as a nui sance the place in the
uni ncor porated area of the township at which the resolution is
bei ng or has been violated. Proceeds fromthe sal e of personal
property or contents seized pursuant to the action shall be
appl i ed and deposited in accordance with division (E)(1)(b) of
section 503.52 of the Revised Code.

(b) The provisions of division (B)(2)(a) of this section
apply regarding all townships, including towships that have
adopted a limted honme rul e governnent pursuant to Chapter 504. of
the Revised Code, and regardl ess of whether a township that has so
adopted a linted hone rule governnment has entered into a contract
with the prosecuting attorney as described in division (B) of
section 504.15 of the Revised Code or has appointed a | aw director

as described in division (A of that section.

The prosecuting attorney shall prosecute and defend in the
actions and proceedi ngs described in division (B)(2)(a) of this
section w thout charge to the township for which the services are

per f or med.

(C Whenever the board of county comn ssioners enpl oys an
attorney other than the prosecuting attorney of the county,
wi t hout the authorization of the court of commobn pl eas as provided
in section 305.14 of the Revised Code, either for a particular
matter or on an annual basis, to represent the board in its
official capacity and to advise it on legal matters, the board
shal |l enter upon its journal an order of the board in which the
conmpensation to be paid for the legal services shall be fixed. The
conmpensation shall be paid fromthe county general fund. The tota

conmpensation paid, in any year, by the board for |egal services
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under this division shall not exceed the total annual conpensation

of the prosecuting attorney for that county.

(D) The prosecuting attorney and the board of county
conmi ssioners jointly may contract with a board of park
conmi ssi oners under section 1545.07 of the Revised Code for the
prosecuting attorney to provide | egal services to the park

district the board of park conm ssioners operates.

(E) The prosecuting attorney may be, in the prosecuting
attorney's discretion and with the approval of the board of county
conmmi ssioners, the |l egal adviser of a joint fire district created
under section 505.371 of the Revised Code at no cost to the
district or may be the legal adviser to the district under a
contract that the prosecuting attorney and the district enter
into, and that the board of county commi ssioner approves, to
aut hori ze the prosecuting attorney to provide |egal services to

the district.

(F) The prosecuting attorney may be, in the prosecuting
attorney's discretion and with the approval of the board of county
conm ssioners, the | egal adviser of a joint anbul ance district
created under section 505.71 of the Revised Code at no cost to the
district or may be the legal adviser to the district under a
contract that the prosecuting attorney and the district enter
into, and that the board of county conm ssioners approves, to
aut hori ze the prosecuting attorney to provide |egal services to

the district.

(G The prosecuting attorney may be, in the prosecuting
attorney's discretion and with the approval of the board of county
comni ssioners, the | egal adviser of a joint enmergency nedical
services district created under section 307.052 of the Revised
Code at no cost to the district or nay be the | egal adviser to the
di strict under a contract that the prosecuting attorney and the

district enter into, and that the board of county conmi ssioners
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approves, to authorize the prosecuting attorney to provide | egal

services to the district.

(H) The prosecuting attorney may be, in the prosecuting
attorney's discretion and with the approval of the board of county
conm ssioners, the |egal adviser of a fire and anbul ance district
created under section 505.375 of the Revised Code at no cost to
the district or may be the | egal adviser to the district under a
contract that the prosecuting attorney and the district enter
into, and that the board of county conm ssioners approves, to
aut hori ze the prosecuting attorney to provide |egal services to

the district.

(1) Al noney received pursuant to a contract entered into
under division (D), (B, (F), (G, or (H of this section shall be
deposited into the prosecuting attorney's |legal services fund,
whi ch shall be established in the county treasury of each county
in which such a contract exists. Mneys in that fund nmay be
appropriated only to the prosecuting attorney for the purpose of
providing |l egal services to a park district, joint fire district,
joint anmbul ance district, joint emergency nedical services
district, or a fire and anbul ance district, as applicable, under a

contract entered into under the applicable division.

(J) As part of the prosecuting attorney's duties as the | egal

advi sory of the board of elections, the prosecuting attorney shal

give final approval to ballot |anguage for any | ocal question or

i ssue approved and transm tted by boards of el ections under
section 3501.11 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 3501.01. As used in the sections of the Revi sed Code

relating to elections and political conmunications:

(A) "CGeneral election"” neans the election held on the first

Tuesday after the first Mnday in each Novenber
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(B) "Regular mnunicipal election" neans the el ection held on
the first Tuesday after the first Monday in Novenber in each
odd- nunber ed year

(O "Regular state election" neans the election held on the
first Tuesday after the first Monday in Novenber in each

even- nunber ed year

(D) "Special election" neans any el ection other than those
el ections defined in other divisions of this section. A special
el ection may be held only on the first Tuesday after the first
Monday i n February, May, August, or Novenber, or on the day
aut hori zed by a particular nunicipal or county charter for the
hol ding of a prinmary el ection, except that in any year in which a
presidential primary election is held, no special election shal
be held in February or May, except as authorized by a mrunicipal or
county charter, but may be held on the first Tuesday after the
first Monday in March

(BE)(1) "Primary" or "primary el ection" nmeans an el ection held
for the purpose of nom nating persons as candi dates of political
parties for election to offices, and for the purpose of electing
persons as nenbers of the controlling conmttees of political
parties and as del egates and alternates to the conventions of
political parties. Primary el ections shall be held on the first
Tuesday after the first Monday in May of each year except in years

in which a presidential primary election is held.

(2) "Presidential primary election" neans a primary el ection
as defined by division (E)(1) of this section at which an el ection
is held for the purpose of choosing del egates and alternates to
the national conventions of the nmajor political parties pursuant
to section 3513.12 of the Revised Code. Unl ess otherw se
specified, presidential primary elections are included in
references to primary elections. In years in which a presidential

primary election is held, all primary el ections shall be held on
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the first Tuesday after the first Monday in March except as

ot herwi se aut hori zed by a municipal or county charter

(F) "Political party" means any group of voters neeting the
requirements set forth in section 3517.01 of the Revised Code for

the formati on and existence of a political party.

(1) "Major political party" nmeans any political party
organi zed under the laws of this state whose candi date for
governor or noninees for presidential electors received no | ess
than twenty per cent of the total vote cast for such office at the

nost recent regular state el ection

(2) "Internediate political party" means any political party
organi zed under the laws of this state whose candidate for
governor or nom nees for presidential electors received | ess than
twenty per cent but not less than ten per cent of the total vote

cast for such office at the nost recent regular state election

(3) "Mnor political party" means any political party
organi zed under the laws of this state whose candi date for
governor or nom nees for presidential electors received | ess than
ten per cent but not less than five per cent of the total vote
cast for such office at the nost recent regular state election or
which that has filed a petition neeting the requirenents of
division (A)(1)(a) or (b) of section 3517.01 of the Revised Code
with the secretary of state, subsequent to any el ection in which

it received less than five per cent of such vote, a—petition

. w Lifiod ol L ; |
e ¢ I : it . he| '
regular—state—eleetion- except that a newy fornmed political party

shall be known as a mnor political party until the tine of the

first election for governor or president which occurs not |ess
than twel ve nont hs subsequent to the formation of such party,
after which election the status of such party shall be determ ned

by the vote for the office of governor or president.
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(G "Dominant party in a precinct" or "dominant politica
party in a precinct" neans that political party whose candi date
for election to the office of governor at the nost recent regul ar
state el ection at which a governor was el ected received nore votes
than any other person received for election to that office in such

precinct at such el ection.

(H) "Candi date" neans any qualified person certified in
accordance with the provisions of the Revised Code for placenent
on the official ballot of a primary, general, or special election
to be held in this state, or any qualified person who clains to be
a wite-in candidate, or who know ngly assents to being
represented as a wite-in candi date by another at either a

primary, general, or special election to be held in this state.

(1) "Independent candi date" neans any candi date who cl ai ns
not to be affiliated with a political party, and whose nane has
been certified on the office-type ballot at a general or special
el ection through the filing of a statement of candi dacy and
noni nating petition, as prescribed in section 3513.257 of the
Revi sed Code.

(J) "Nonpartisan candi date" means any candi date whose nane is
requi red, pursuant to section 3505.04 of the Revised Code, to be
listed on the nonpartisan ballot, including all candi dates for
judicial office, for nenber of any board of education, for
nmuni ci pal or township offices in which primary el ections are not
hel d for nomi nating candi dates by political parties, and for
of fi ces of nunicipal corporations having charters that provide for

separate ballots for elections for these offices.

(K)y "Party candi date" means any candi date who clains to be a
menber of a political party, whose name has been certified on the
of fice-type ballot at a general or special election through the
filing of a declaration of candidacy and petition of candi date,

and who has won the primary election of the candidate's party for
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the public office the candidate seeks or is selected by party

conmm ttee in accordance with section 3513.31 of the Revi sed Code.

(L) "Officer of a political party" includes, but is not
linmted to, any nmenber, elected or appointed, of a controlling
commi ttee, whether representing the territory of the state, a
district therein, a county, township, a city, a ward, a precinct,
or other territory, of a major, internmediate, or mnor politica

party.

(M "Question or issue" means any question or issue certified
in accordance with the Revised Code for placenment on an official

ball ot at a general or special election to be held in this state.

(N) "Elector” or "qualified elector" means a person having

the qualifications provided by law to be entitled to vote.
(O "Voter" means an el ector who votes at an el ection.

(P) "Voting residence" neans that place of residence of an
el ector which shall determine the precinct in which the el ector

may vote.

(Q "Precinct" means a district within a county established
by the board of elections of such county within which al
qualified electors having a voting residence therein may vote at

the sanme polling place.

(R) "Polling place" nmeans that place provided for each
precinct at which the electors having a voting residence in such

precinct may vote.

(S) "Board" or "board of elections" neans the board of
el ections appointed in a county pursuant to section 3501.06 of the
Revi sed Code.

(T) "Political subdivision" neans a county, township, city,

village, or school district.

(U "Election officer" or "election official" neans any of
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the foll ow ng:
(1) Secretary of state;

(2) Enpl oyees of the secretary of state serving the division
of elections in the capacity of attorney, adninistrative officer,
adm ni strative assistant, elections adm nistrator, office manager

or clerical supervisor
(3) Director of a board of el ections;
(4) Deputy director of a board of elections;
(5) Menber of a board of elections;
(6) Enpl oyees of a board of el ections;
(7) Precinct polling place judges;

(8) Enpl oyees appointed by the boards of elections on a

tenporary or part-time basis.

(V) "Acknow edgnent notice" neans a notice sent by a board of
el ections, on a formprescribed by the secretary of state,
informng a voter registration applicant or an applicant who
wi shes to change the applicant's residence or nanme of the status
of the application; the information necessary to conplete or
update the application, if any;, and if the application is

conpl ete, the precinct in which the applicant is to vote.

(W "Confirmation notice" neans a notice sent by a board of
el ections, on a formprescribed by the secretary of state, to a
regi stered elector to confirmthe registered elector's current

addr ess.

(X) "Designated agency" means an office or agency in the
state that provides public assistance or that provides
state-funded prograns primarily engaged in providing services to
persons with disabilities and that is required by the National
Vot er Registration Act of 1993 to inplenment a program desi gned and

adm ni stered by the secretary of state for registering voters, or
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any ot her public or governnment office or agency that inplenents a
program desi gned and adni ni stered by the secretary of state for
regi stering voters, including the departnent of job and family
services, the program adm ni stered under section 3701.132 of the
Revi sed Code by the department of health, the departnment of nmental
heal th, the department of devel opnental disabilities, the
rehabilitation services comm ssion, and any ot her agency the
secretary of state designhates. "Designated agency" does not

i nclude public high schools and vocational schools, public

libraries, or the office of a county treasurer.

(Y) "National Voter Registration Act of 1993" neans the
"National Voter Registration Act of 1993," 107 Stat. 77, 42
U S.C A 1973gg.

(2) "Voting Rights Act of 1965" means the "Voting R ghts Act
of 1965," 79 Stat. 437, 42 U S.C A 1973, as anmended.

(AA) "Photo identification" nmeans a docunent that neets each

of the follow ng requirenents:

(1) It shows the nane of the individual to whomit was
i ssued, which shall conformto the nane in the poll list or

si gnat ure pol | book.

(2) It shows the current address of the individual to whom it
was issued, which shall conformto the address in the poll list or
si gnature poll book, except for a driver's license or a state
identification card issued under section 4507.50 of the Revised
Code, which nay show either the current or forner address of the
i ndividual to whomit was issued, regardl ess of whether that
address conforns to the address in the poll list or signature

pol | book.

(3) It shows a photograph of the individual to whomit was

i ssued.

(4) It ineludes shall have on it an expiration date that has
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not passed.

(5) It was issued by the governnent of the United States or

this state.

Sec. 3501.02. General elections in the state and its

political subdivisions shall be held as foll ows:

(A) For the election of electors of president and
vice-president of the United States, in the year of 1932 and every

four years thereafter

(B) For the election of a nenber of the senate of the United
States, in the years 1932 and 1934, and every six years after each

of such years; except as otherw se provided for filling vacanci es;

(C For the election of representatives in the congress of
the United States and of elective state and county officers
i ncl uding el ected nenbers of the state board of education, in the
even- numbered years; except as otherw se provided for filling

vacanci es;

(D) For nunicipal and township officers, menbers of boards of
education, judges and clerks of municipal courts, in the

odd- nunber ed years;

(E) (1) Proposed constitutional anmendnents or proposed
neasures subm tted bythe—general—assenbly—eo+ by initiative or
referendum petitions to the voters of the state at |arge nmay be
subnitted to the general election in any year occurring at |east
sixtydays—in-caseof areferendum—and-ninety one hundred
twenty-five days,—inthecaseof aninitiated mreasure~ subsequent
to the filing of the petitions therefor. Prepesed

(2) Proposed constitutional anendnents submitted by the

general assenbly to the voters of the state at |arge nay be

submtted at a special election or general election in any year

occurring at | east ninety days after the resolution is filed with
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the secretary of state. The proposed constitutional anmendnent may

be submtted to the voters at a special election occurring on the

day in any year specified by division (E) of section 3501.01 of
the Revised Code for the holding of a primary election, when if a
speci al election on that date is designated by the general
assenbly in the resolution adopting the proposed constitutional

amendnent .

No special election shall be held on a day other than the day
of a general election, unless a |law or charter provides otherw se,
regardi ng the subnission of a question or issue to the voters of a

county, township, city, village, or school district.

(F)(1) Notw thstanding any provision of the Revised Code to
the contrary, any question or issue, except a candidacy, to be
voted upon at an election shall be certified, for placenent upon
the ballot, to the board of elections not later than four p.m of

the ninetieth day before the day of the el ection.

(2) Any question or issue that is certified for placenent on
a ballot on or after theeffective date of this anendrent July 2

2010, shall be certified not later than the ninetieth day before

the day of the applicable election, notw thstandi ng any deadlines
appearing in any section of the Revised Code governing the

pl acenent of that question or issue on the ballot.

Sec. 3501.05. (A) The secretary of state shall do all of the

fol | owi ng:
A1) Appoint all nmenmbers of boards of elections;

By(2) Issue instructions by directives and advisories in
accordance with section 3501. 053 of the Revised Code to nenmbers of

the boards as to the proper nethods of conducting el ections.

£S-(3) Prepare rules and instructions for the conduct of

el ecti ons;
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{B-(4) Publish and furnish to the boards fromtine to tine a
sufficient nunmber of indexed copies of all election laws then in

force;

{E-(5) Edit and issue all panphl ets concerni ng proposed | aws

or amendnents required by law to be submitted to the voters;

H-(6) Prescribe the formof registration cards, blanks, and

records;

{5-(7) Determine and prescribe the forns of ballots and the
forms of all blanks, cards of instructions, pollbooks, tally
sheets, certificates of election, and forns and bl anks required by

| aw for use by candi dates, conmittees, and boards;

H)-(8) Prepare the ballot title or statenent to be placed on
the ballot for any proposed | aw or anmendnent to the constitution

to be submtted to the voters of the state;

H-(9) Except as otherw se provided in section 3519.08 of the
Revi sed Code, certify to the several boards the forns of ballots
and nanes of candidates for state offices, and the form and
wordi ng of state referendum questions and issues, as they shal

appear on the ball ot;

<-(10) Receive all initiative and referendum petitions on

state questions and issues and determ ne and certify to the

sufficiency of those petitions;

-(11) Require such reports fromthe several boards as are

provided by law, or as the secretary of state considers necessary;

M-(12) Conpel the observance by election officers in the

several counties of the requirenents of the election |aws;
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N(H-(13)(a) Except as otherw se provided in division
NE23(A) (13) (b) of this section, investigate the administration
of election |laws, frauds, and irregularities in elections in any
county, and report violations of election aws to the attorney

general or prosecuting attorney, or both, for prosecution;

2-(b) On and after August 24, 1995, report a failure to
conply with or a violation of a provision in sections 3517.08 to
3517.13, 3517.17, 3517.18, 3517.20 to 3517.22, 3599.03, or
3599. 031 of the Revised Code, whenever the secretary of state has
or should have knowl edge of a failure to conply with or a
violation of a provision in one of those sections, by filing a
complaint with the Chio el ections comm ssion under section
3517. 153 of the Revised Code;._

9-(14) Make an annual report to the governor containing the
results of elections, the cost of elections in the various
counties, a tabulation of the votes in the several political
subdi vi sions, and other information and recomendations rel ative

to elections the secretary of state considers desirable;

P-(15) Prescribe and distribute to boards of elections a
list of instructions indicating all |egal steps necessary to
petition successfully for local option elections under sections
4301. 32 to 4301.41, 4303.29, 4305.14, and 4305.15 of the Revised
Code;

{-(16) Adopt rules pursuant to Chapter 119. of the Revised
Code for the renoval by—beards—ef—elections of ineligible voters
fromthe statew de voter registration database and, if applicable,
fromthe poll list or signature poll book used in each precinct,

which rules shall provide for all of the follow ng:

H-(a) A process for the renoval of voters who have changed
resi dence, which shall be uniform nondiscrimnatory, and in

compliance with the Voting Rights Act of 1965 and the Nati onal
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Vot er Registration Act of 1993, including a programthat uses the
nati onal change of address service provided by the United States

postal systemthrough its |licensees;

£2-(b) A process for the renoval of ineligible voters under
section 3503.21 of the Revised Code;

33(c) A uniformsystemfor marking or renmoving the name of a
voter who is ineligible to vote fromthe statew de voter
regi stration database and, if applicable, fromthe poll list or
si gnature poll book used in each precinct and noting the reason for

that mark or renoval.

R-(17) Prescribe a general programfor registering voters or
updating voter registration information, such as nane and
resi dence changes, by boards of el ections, designated agencies,
of fices of deputy registrars of notor vehicles, public high
school s and vocational schools, public libraries, and offices of
county treasurers consistent with the requirenments of section
3503. 09 of the Revised Code;

S)y(18) Prescribe a programof distribution of voter
registration forms through boards of elections, designated
agencies, offices of the registrar and deputy registrars of notor
vehi cl es, public high schools and vocational schools, public

libraries, and offices of county treasurers;

H-(19) To the extent feasible, provide copies, at no cost
and upon request, of the voter registration formin post offices

in this state;

9-(20) Adopt rules pursuant to section 111.15 of the Revised
Code for the purpose of inplementing the programfor registering
voters through boards of elections, designated agencies, and the
offices of the registrar and deputy registrars of notor vehicles

consistent with this chapter;

£4H-(21) Establish the full-tinme position of Americans with
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Disabilities Act coordinator within the office of the secretary of

state to do all of the foll ow ng:

H-(a) Assist the secretary of state with ensuring that there

is equal access to polling places for persons with disabilities;

2H(b) Assist the secretary of state with ensuring that each
voter may cast the voter's ballot in a manner that provides the
sanme opportunity for access and participation, including privacy

and i ndependence, as for other voters;

33(c) Advise the secretary of state in the devel opnent of
standards for the certification of voting machines, narking

devi ces, and automatic tabul ati ng equi pnent.

WA-(22) Establish and nmaintain a conputerized statew de
dat abase of all legally registered voters under section 3503. 15 of
the Revised Code that conplies with the requirenents of the "Help
Anerica Vote Act of 2002," Pub. L. No. 107-252, 116 Stat. 1666,

and provide training in the operation of that system

%-(23) Ensure that all directives, advisories, other
i nstructions, or decisions issued or made during or as a result of
any conference or teleconference call with a board of elections to
di scuss the proper methods and procedures for conducting
el ections, to answer questions regarding elections, or to discuss
the interpretation of directives, advisories, or other
instructions issued by the secretary of state are posted on a web
site of the office of the secretary of state as soon as is
practicable after the conpletion of the conference or
tel econference call, but not later than the cl ose of business on

the sane day as the conference or tel econference call takes place.

¥9-(24) Publish a report on a web site of the office of the
secretary of state not |later than one nonth after the conpletion
of the canvass of the election returns for each primary and

general election, identifying, by county, the nunber of absent
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voter's ballots cast and the nunmber of those ballots that were
counted, and the nunber of provisional ballots cast and the nunber
of those ballots that were counted, for that election. The
secretary of state shall maintain the infornmation on the web site

in an archive format for each subsequent el ection

&-(25) Conduct voter education outlining voter
identification, absent voters ballot, provisional ballot, and

ot her voting requirenents;

AAH(26) Establish a procedure by which a registered el ector
may nake available to a board of elections a nore recent signature
to be used in the poll list or signature pollbook produced by the

board of elections of the county in which the el ector resides;

BB)}(27) Dissem nate information, which may include all or
part of the official explanations and argunents, by means of
direct mail or other witten publication, broadcast, or other
means or conbi nati on of neans, as directed by the Chio ball ot
board under division (F) of section 3505.062 of the Revised Code,
in order to informthe voters as fully as possi bl e concerning each

proposed constitutional anendnent, proposed |aw, or referendum

{S6-(28) Be the single state office responsible for the
i npl enmentation of the "Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee
Voting Act," Pub. L. No. 99-410, 100 Stat. 924, 42 U.S. C 1973ff,
et seq., as anmended, in this state. The secretary of state nay
del egate to the boards of elections responsibilities for the
i mpl ementation of that act, including responsibilities arising
fromanmendnents to that act nade by the "MIlitary and Overseas
Vot er Enpowernment Act,"” Subtitle H of the National Defense
Aut hori zation Act for Fiscal Year 2010, Pub. L. No. 111-84, 123
Stat. 3190.

BB)-(29) Performother duties required by | aw.

(B) Whenever a primary election is held under section 3513. 32
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of the Revised Code or a special election is held under section
3521.03 of the Revised Code to fill a vacancy in the office of
representative to congress, the secretary of state shall establish
a deadline, notw thstandi ng any ot her deadline required under the
Revi sed Code, by which any or all of the follow ng shall occur

the filing of a declaration of candi dacy and petitions or a
statenment of candi dacy and noninating petition together with the
applicable filing fee; the filing of protests against the

candi dacy of any person filing a declaration of candi dacy or

nonmi nating petition; the filing of a declaration of intent to be a
wite-in candidate; the filing of canpaign finance reports; the
preparation of, and the making of corrections or challenges to,
precinct voter registration lists; the receipt of applications for
absent voter's ballots or armed-service uniforned services or

overseas absent voter's ballots; the supplying of election
materials to precincts by boards of elections; the holding of
heari ngs by boards of elections to consider challenges to the
right of a person to appear on a voter registration list; and the
scheduling of programs to instruct or reinstruct election

of ficers.

(© In the performance of the secretary of state's duties as
the chief election officer, the secretary of state nay adm nister
oat hs, issue subpoenas, sumopn wi t nesses, conpel the production of
books, papers, records, and other evidence, and fix the tinme and
pl ace for hearing any matters relating to the adm nistration and

enforcenent of the election | aws.

(D) I'n any controversy involving or arising out of the
adoption of registration or the appropriation of funds for
registration, the secretary of state may, through the attorney
general, bring an action in the nane of the state in the court of
common pleas of the county where the cause of action arose or in

an adj oi ning county, to adjudicate the question.
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In any action involving the laws in Title XXXV of the Revised
Code wherein the interpretation of those laws is in issue in such
a manner that the result of the action will affect the | awful
duties of the secretary of state or of any board of elections, the
secretary of state may, on the secretary of state's notion, be

made a party.

The secretary of state may apply to any court that is hearing
a case in which the secretary of state is a party, for a change of
venue as a substantive right, and the change of venue shall be
al | oned, and the case renmoved to the court of conmmon pleas of an
adj oi ning county nanmed in the application or, if there are cases
pending in nore than one jurisdiction that involve the sane or

simlar issues, the court of common pleas of Franklin county.

(E) Public high schools and vocational schools, public
libraries, and the office of a county treasurer shall inplenent
voter registration prograns as directed by the secretary of state

pursuant to this section

Sec. 3501.051. (A) Notwithstanding any ot her section of the
Revi sed Code, the secretary of state may authorize, in one or nore
precincts in one or nore counties, a program allow ng individuals
under the age of eighteen to enter the polling place and vote in a
simul ated election held at the sane tinme as a general election
Any individual working in or supervising at a sinulated el ection
may enter the polling place and remain within it during the entire

period the polls are open.

(B) A program established under division (A) of this section

shall require all of the follow ng

(1) That the duties inposed on judges—of precinct election
officials and peace officers under section 3501.33 of the Revised

Code be perforned by those judges officials and officers in regard

to sinmul ated elections and all activities related to sinul ated
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el ecti ons;

(2) That volunteers provide the personnel necessary to
conduct the sinulated el ection, except that enpl oyees of the
secretary of state, enployees or nenbers of boards of elections,
and precinct election officials may aid in operating the program

to the extent permitted by the secretary of state;

(3) That individuals under the age of fourteen be acconpani ed
to the sinulated el ection by an individual eighteen years of age

or over;

(4) Any other requirenents the secretary of state considers

necessary for the orderly adnministration of the el ection process.

Sec. 3501.11. Each board of elections shall exercise by a
majority vote all powers granted to the board by Title XXXV of the
Revi sed Code, shall performall the duties inposed by |aw, and

shall do all of the follow ng:

(A) Establish, define, provide, rearrange, and comnbi ne

el ection precincts;

(B) Fix and provide the places for registration and for

hol ding primaries and el ections;

(C© Provide for the purchase, preservation, and nmaintenance
of booths, ballot boxes, books, maps, flags, blanks, cards of
i nstructions, and other forns, papers, and equi pnent used in

regi stration, nomnations, and el ections;

(D) Appoint and renove its director, deputy director, and
enpl oyees and all registrars, judges, and other officers of
el ections, fill vacancies, and designate the ward or district and

precinct in which each shall serve;

(E) Make and issue rules and instructions, not inconsistent
with law or the rules, directives, or advisories issued by the

secretary of state, as it considers necessary for the guidance of
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el ection officers and voters;

(F) Advertise and contract for the printing of all ballots

and ot her supplies used in registrations and el ecti ons;

(G Provide for the issuance of all notices, advertisenents,
and publications concerning el ections, except as otherw se
provided in division (G of section 3501.17 and divisions (F) and
(G of section 3505.062 of the Revised Code;

(H) Provide for the delivery of ballots, pollbooks, and ot her

requi red papers and material to the polling places;

(1) Cause the polling places to be suitably provided with
voti ng nmachi nes, marking devices, automatic tabul ating equi pnent,
stalls, and other required supplies. In fulfilling this duty, each
board of a county that uses voting machi nes, marking devices, or
automatic tabul ati ng equi pnent shall conduct a full vote of the
board during a public session of the board on the allocation and
di stribution of voting machi nes, nmarking devices, and automatic

tabul ati ng equi prment for each precinct in the county.

(J) Investigate irregularities, nonperformance of duties, or
violations of Title XXXV of the Revised Code by election officers
and ot her persons; adm nister oaths, issue subpoenas, summon
W t nesses, and conpel the production of books, papers, records,
and ot her evidence in connection with any such investigation; and
report the facts to the prosecuting attorney or the secretary of

state;

(K) Review, examine, and certify the sufficiency and validity
of petitions and nomi nation papers, and, after certification,
return to the secretary of state all petitions and nom nation

papers that the secretary of state forwarded to the board,;

(L) Receive the returns of el ections, canvass the returns,
nmake abstracts of them and transmit those abstracts to the proper

aut horities;
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(M Issue certificates of election on forns to be prescribed

by the secretary of state;

(N) Make an annual report to the secretary of state, on the
form prescribed by the secretary of state, containing a statenent
of the nunber of voters registered, elections held, votes cast,
appropriations received, expenditures made, and other data

required by the secretary of state;

(O Prepare and subnit to the proper appropriating officer a
budget estimating the cost of elections for the ensuing fiscal

year;

(P) Performother duties as prescribed by |aw or the rules,

directives, or advisories of the secretary of state;

(Q Investigate and determ ne the residence qualifications of

el ectors;

(R) Adnminister oaths in matters pertaining to the

adm ni stration of the election | aws;

(S) Prepare and subnit to the secretary of state, whenever
the secretary of state requires, a report containing the nanmes and
resi dence addresses of all incunmbent county, rmunicipal, township,
and board of education officials serving in their respective

counti es;

(T) Establish and maintain a voter registration database of

all qualified electors in the county who offer to register;

(U Miintain voter registration records, make reports
concerning voter registration as required by the secretary of
state, and renove ineligible electors fromvoter registration
lists in accordance with | aw and directives of the secretary of

st at e;

(V) Gve approval to ballot |anguage for any | ocal question

or issue and transmt the |anguage to the seeretary of state
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prosecuting attorney for the—seeretary—of—state—s final approval

(W Prepare and cause the following notice to be displayed in
a promnent location in every polling place:
"NOTI CE

Ohio | aw prohibits any person fromvoting or attenpting to

vote nore than once at the sane el ection

Violators are guilty of a felony of the fourth degree and
shall be inprisoned and additionally nay be fined in accordance

with |aw "

(X) In all cases of a tie vote or a disagreenent in the
board, if no decision can be arrived at, the director or
chai rperson shall submt the matter in controversy, not later than
fourteen days after the tie vote or the disagreement, to the
secretary of state, who shall sunmarily decide the question, and

the secretary of state's decision shall be final

(Y) Assist each designated agency, deputy registrar of notor
vehi cl es, public high school and vocational school, public
library, and office of a county treasurer in the inplenmentation of
a programfor registering voters at all voter registration
| ocations as prescribed by the secretary of state. Under this
program each board of elections shall direct to the appropriate
board of elections any voter registration applications for persons
residing outside the county where the board is |l ocated within five

days after receiving the applications.

(Z) On any day on which an el ector may vote in person at the
of fice of the board or at another site designated by the board,
consi der the board or other designated site a polling place for
that day. Al requirements or prohibitions of law that apply to a
polling place shall apply to the office of the board or other

desi gnated site on that day.

(AA) Performany duties with respect to voter registration
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and voting by uniforned services and overseas voters that are
del egated to the board by law or by the rules, directives, or

advi sories of the secretary of state.

Sec. 3501.111. A board of elections nmay contract wi th another

board of elections in this state or with a county automati c data

processing board for the provision of election services in the

county, including any duties inposed upon the board of elections
under section 3501.11 of the Revi sed Code.

Sec. 3501.13. (A) The director of the board of el ections
shall keep a full and true record of the proceedings of the board
and of all noneys received and expended; file and preserve in the
board's office all orders and records pertaining to the
adm ni stration of registrations, primaries, and el ections; receive
and have the custody of all books, papers, and property bel ongi ng
to the board; and performother duties in connection with the
of fice of director and the proper conduct of elections as the

board det er nm nes.

(B) Before entering upon the duties of the office, the
director shall subscribe to an oath that the director will support
the Constitution of the United States and the Chio Constitution,
performall the duties of the office to the best of the director's
ability, enforce the election |laws, and preserve all records,
docunments, and other property pertaining to the conduct of

el ections placed in the director's custody.

(C The director may adninister oaths to persons required by
law to file certificates or other papers with the board, to judges
of elections precinct election officials, to witnesses who are

called to testify before the board, and to voters filling out
bl anks at the board' s offices. Except as otherw se provided by

state or federal law, the records of the board and papers and
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books filed in its office are public records and open to
i nspection under such reasonabl e regul ations as shall be

establ i shed by the board. The social security nunber of any

elector or of any applicant for voter registration is not a public

record. The board shall redact any such nunber from any record

that it nmakes open to public inspection or copying under this

section.

The followi ng notice shall be posted in a prom nent place at

each board office

"Except as otherw se provided by state or federal |aw,
records filed in this office of the board of elections are open to
public inspection during normal office hours, pursuant to the
foll ow ng reasonabl e regul ations: (the board shall here list its
regul ati ons). Whoever prohibits any person frominspecting the
public records of this board is subject to the penalties of
section 3599.161 of the Revised Code."

(D) Upon receipt of a witten declaration of intent to retire
as provided for in section 145.38 of the Revised Code, the
director shall provide a copy to each nenber of the board of

el ecti ons.

Sec. 3501.17. (A) The expenses of the board of elections
shall be paid fromthe county treasury, in pursuance of
appropriations by the board of county comm ssioners, in the sane
manner as other county expenses are paid. If the board of county
conmi ssioners fails to appropriate an anount sufficient to provide
for the necessary and proper expenses of the board of elections
pertaining to the conduct of elections, the board of elections may
apply to the court of comon pleas within the county, which shal
fix the ampbunt necessary to be appropriated and the anmount shal
be appropriated. Paynents shall be made upon vouchers of the board

of elections certified to by its chairperson or acting chairperson
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and the director or deputy director, upon warrants of the county

audi t or.

The board of elections shall not incur any obligation
i nvol ving the expenditure of noney unless there are noneys
sufficient in the funds appropriated therefor to neet the
obligation. If the board of elections requests a transfer of funds
fromone of its appropriation itens to another, the board of
county comi ssioners shall adopt a resolution providing for the
transfer except as otherw se provided in section 5705.40 of the
Revi sed Code. The expenses of the board of elections shall be
apportioned anong the county and the various subdivisions as
provided in this section, and the anount chargeable to each
subdi vi sion shall be wi thheld by the auditor fromthe noneys
payable thereto at the tine of the next tax settlenent. At the
time of subnitting budget estinates in each year, the board of
el ections shall subnmit to the taxing authority of each
subdi vi si on, upon the request of the subdivision, an estimte of
the amount to be withheld fromthe subdivision during the next

fiscal year.

(B) Except as otherw se provided in division (F) of this
section, the conpensation of the nmenbers of the board of elections
and of the director, deputy director, and regular enpl oyees in the
board's offices, other than conpensation for overtine worked; the
expendi tures for the rental, furnishing, and equippi ng of the
office of the board and for the necessary office supplies for the
use of the board; the expenditures for the acquisition, repair,
care, and custody of the polling places, booths, guardrails, and
ot her equi pnent for polling places; the cost of tally sheets,
maps, flags, ballot boxes, and all other permanent records and
equi pnent; the cost of all elections held in and for the state and
county; and all other expenses of the board which are not

chargeable to a political subdivision in accordance with this
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section shall be paid in the sane manner as other county expenses

are paid.

(C The conpensation of judges—of elections precinct election

officials and internmittent enployees in the board' s offices; the
cost of renting, noving, heating, and lighting polling places and
of placing and renoving ball ot boxes and other fixtures and

equi prrent thereof, including voting nachi nes, narking devices, and
automatic tabul ati ng equi prent; the cost of printing and
delivering ballots, cards of instructions, registration lists
requi red under section 3503.23 of the Revised Code, and ot her

el ection supplies, including the supplies required to conply with
division (H of section 3506.01 of the Revised Code; the cost of
contractors engaged by the board to prepare, program test, and
operate voting machi nes, marki ng devices, and automatic tabul ating
equi prrent; and all other expenses of conducting primaries and

el ections in the odd-nunbered years shall be charged to the

subdi visions in and for which such primaries or elections are
hel d. The charge for each primary or general election in

odd- nunbered years for each subdivision shall be determ ned in the
follow ng manner: first, the total cost of all chargeable itens
used in conducting such elections shall be ascertained; second,
the total charge shall be divided by the nunber of precincts
participating in such election, in order to fix the cost per
precinct; third, the cost per precinct shall be prorated by the
board of elections to the subdivisions conducting el ections for
the nomination or election of offices in such precinct; fourth,
the total cost for each subdivision shall be determ ned by adding
the charges prorated to it in each precinct within the

subdi vi si on

(D) The entire cost of special elections held on a day other
than the day of a primary or general election, both in

odd- nunmbered or in even-nunbered years, shall be charged to the
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subdi vi si on. Where a special election is held on the sane day as a
primary or general election in an even-nunbered year, the
subdi vi si on submitting the special election shall be charged only
for the cost of ballots and advertising. Were a special election
is held on the sane day as a primary or general election in an
odd- nunbered year, the subdivision submtting the special election
shal | be charged for the cost of ballots and advertising for such
special election, in addition to the charges prorated to such
subdi vision for the election or nom nation of candidates in each
precinct within the subdivision, as set forth in the preceding

par agr aph.

(E) Where a special election is held on the day specified by
division (E) of section 3501.01 of the Revised Code for the
hol ding of a primary election, for the purpose of submtting to
the voters of the state constitutional amendnents proposed by the
general assenbly, and a subdivision conducts a special election on
the sanme day, the entire cost of the special election shall be
di vi ded proportionally between the state and the subdivi sion based
upon a ratio determined by the nunber of issues placed on the
bal | ot by each, except as otherw se provided in division (G of
this section. Such proportional division of cost shall be made
only to the extent funds are avail abl e for such purpose from
anounts appropriated by the general assenbly to the secretary of
state. If a primary election is also being conducted in the
subdi vi sion, the costs shall be apportioned as otherw se provi ded

in this section.

(F) When a precinct is open during a general, primary, or
special election solely for the purpose of submtting to the
voters a statewi de ballot issue, the state shall bear the entire
cost of the election in that precinct and shall reinburse the

county for all expenses incurred in opening the precinct.

(G (1) The state shall bear the entire cost of advertising in
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newspapers statew de ballot issues, explanations of those issues,
and argunents for or against those issues, as required by Section
1g of Article Il and Section 1 of Article XVI, Chio Constitution,
and any other section of |aw. Appropriations nmade to the
controlling board shall be used to reinburse the secretary of
state for all expenses the secretary of state incurs for such
advertising under division (G of section 3505.062 of the Revised
Code.

(2) There is hereby created in the state treasury the
statewi de ball ot advertising fund. The fund shall receive
transfers approved by the controlling board, and shall be used by
the secretary of state to pay the costs of advertising state
bal | ot issues as required under division (G (1) of this section
Any such transfers may be requested from and approved by the
controlling board prior to placing the advertising, in order to

facilitate tinely provision of the required adverti sing.

(H) The cost of renting, heating, and lighting registration
pl aces; the cost of the necessary books, forms, and supplies for
t he conduct of registration; and the cost of printing and posting
precinct registration lists shall be charged to the subdivision in

whi ch such registration is held.

(I') At the request of a majority of the nenbers of the board
of elections, the board of county conm ssioners nmay, by
resol ution, establish an el ections revenue fund. Except as
ot herwi se provided in this division, the purpose of the fund shal
be to accunul ate revenue withheld by or paid to the county under
this section for the paynent of any expense related to the duties
of the board of elections specified in section 3501.11 of the
Revi sed Code, upon approval of a nmpjority of the nmenbers of the
board of elections. The fund shall not accunul ate any revenue
wi thheld by or paid to the county under this section for the

conmpensation of the nenbers of the board of elections or of the
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director, deputy director, or other regular enployees in the

board's offices, other than conpensation for overtine worked.

Not wi t hst andi ng sections 5705. 14, 5705.15, and 5705.16 of the
Revi sed Code, the board of county conmi ssioners may, by
resolution, transfer noney to the elections revenue fund from any
other fund of the political subdivision fromwhich such paynents
lawfully may be made. Following an affirmative vote of a majority
of the menbers of the board of elections, the board of county
conmm ssioners nmay, by resolution, rescind an el ections revenue
fund established under this division. If an elections revenue fund
is rescinded, noney that has accunulated in the fund shall be

transferred to the county general fund.
(J) As used in this section

(1) "Political subdivision" and "subdivision" nean any board
of county conmi ssioners, board of township trustees, |egislative
authority of a municipal corporation, board of education, or any
ot her board, comm ssion, district, or authority that is enpowered
to levy taxes or pernmitted to receive the proceeds of a tax |evy,
regardl ess of whether the entity receives tax settlenment nobneys as

described in division (A) of this section;

(2) "Statew de ballot issue" nmeans any ball ot issue, whether
proposed by the general assenbly or by initiative or referendum

that is subnitted to the voters throughout the state.

Sec. 3501.22. (A) On or before the fifteenth day of Septenber
in each year, the board of elections by a najority vote shall,
after careful exam nation and investigation as to their
qual i fications, appoint for each election precinct four residents
of the county in which the precinct is |ocated, as jdudges precinct
el ection officials. Except as otherw se provided in division (C

of this section, all judges—of precinct election officials shal
be qualified electors. The judges precinct election officials
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shall constitute the election officers of the precinct. Not nore
than one-half of the total nunber of judges precinct election

officials shall be menbers of the sanme political party. The term

of such precinct officers shall be for one year. The board nmay, at
any time, designate any nunber of election officers, not nore than
one-hal f of whom shall be menbers of the same political party, to

performtheir duties at any precinct in any election. The board

may appoi nt additional official s,—egualby—dividedbetweenthe two
rajor—politicalparties— when necessary to expedite voting. If the

board of el ections deternm nes that four precinct el ection

officials are not required in a precinct for a special election,

the board of elections may select two of the precinct's el ection

officers, who are not nenmbers of the same political party, to

serve as the precinct election officials for that precinct in that

speci al el ecti on.

Vacanci es for unexpired ternms shall be filled by the board.
When new precincts have been created, the board shall appoint

judges precinct election officials for those precincts for the

unexpired term Any judge precinct election official may be

summarily renoved fromoffice at any tine by the board for negl ect
of duty, nalfeasance, or msconduct in office or for any other

good and sufficient reason

Precinct election officials shall performall of the duties
provided by law for receiving the ballots and supplies, opening
and closing the polls, and overseeing the casting of ballots
during the time the polls are open, and any other duties required
by section 3501.26 of the Revised Code.

A board of elections may desighate two precinct election
officials as counting officials to count and tally the votes cast
and certify the results of the election at each precinct, and
perform other duties as provided by |law. To expedite the counting

of votes at each precinct, the board may appoi nt additional

Page 34

1017
1018
1019
1020
1021
1022
1023
1024
1025
1026
1027
1028
1029
1030
1031

1032
1033
1034
1035
1036
1037
1038

1039
1040
1041
1042
1043

1044
1045
1046
1047
1048



S. B. No. 148
As Introduced

officials, not nore than one-half of whom shall be nenbers of the

same political party.

The board shall designate one of the precinct election

officials who is a nmenber of the domi nant political party to serve

as a presidingjudge voting location manager, whose duty it is to
deliver the returns of the election and all supplies to the office

of the board. For these services, the presiding—judge voting
| ocation manager shall receive additional conpensation in an

amount, consistent with section 3501.28 of the Revised Code,

determ ned by the board of elections.

The board shall issue to each precinct election official a
certificate of appointnent, which the official shall present to
t he presiding—fudge voting |ocation manager at the time the polls

are opened.

(B) If the board of elections determ nes that not enough
qualified electors in a precinct are available to serve as
precinct officers, it nmay appoint persons to serve as precinct
officers at a primary, special, or general election who are at
| east seventeen years of age and are registered to vote in

accordance with section 3503.07 of the Revised Code.

(O (1) A board of elections, in conjunction with the board of
education of a city, local, or exenpted village school district,
the governing authority of a community school established under
Chapter 3314. of the Revised Code, or the chief adm nistrator of a
nonpubl i ¢ school nay establish a programpermtting certain high
school students to apply and, if appointed by the board of
el ections, to serve as precinct officers at a primary, special, or

general el ection

In addition to the requirenments established by division
(O (2) of this section, a board of education, governing authority,

or chief administrator that establishes a programunder this
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division in conjunction with a board of elections may establish
additional criteria that students shall neet to be eligible to

participate in that program

(2)(a) To be eligible to participate in a program established
under division (C) (1) of this section, a student shall be a United
States citizen, a resident of the county, at |east seventeen years

of age, and enrolled in the senior year of high school.

(b) Any student applying to participate in a program
establ i shed under division (C (1) of this section, as part of the
student's application process, shall declare the student's

political party affiliation with the board of elections.

(3) No student appointed as a precinct officer pursuant to a

program est abl i shed under division (C (1) of this section shall be

desi gnated as a presiding—judge voting |location manager

(4) Any student participating in a program established under
division () (1) of this section shall be excused for that
student's absence from school on the day of an el ection at which

the student is serving as a precinct officer.

(D) I'n any precinct with six or nore precinct officers, up to
two students participating in a program established under division
(O (1) of this section who are under eighteen years of age may
serve as precinct officers. Not nore than one precinct officer in
any given precinct with fewer than six precinct officers shall be

under ei ghteen years of age.

Sec. 3501.26. Wen the polls are closed after a prinmary,
general, or special election, the receiving officials shall, in
the presence of the counting officials and attendi ng observers,

proceed as foll ows:

(A) Count the nunber of electors who voted, as shown on the

pol | books;
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(B) Count the unused ballots w thout renoving stubs;
(© Count the soiled and defaced ballots;

(D) Insert the totals of divisions (A), (B), and (C of this

section on the report fornms provided therefor in the poll books;

(E) Count the voted ballots. If the nunber of voted ballots
exceeds the nunber of voters whose nanes appear upon the pol
books, the presidinrg—fudge voting |ocation manager shall enter on

the poll books an explanation of that discrepancy, and that

expl anation, if agreed to, shall be subscribed to by all of the
judges precinct election officials. Any judge precinct official

having a different explanation shall enter it in the poll books

and subscribe to it.

(F) Put the unused ballots with stubs attached, and soil ed
and defaced ballots with stubs attached, in the envel opes or

contai ners provided therefor, and certify the nunber.

The receiving officials shall deliver to and place in the
custody of the counting officials all the supplies provided for
the conduct of that election and the ballots that are to be
counted and tallied, and take a receipt for the sane, which
recei pt shall appear in and be a part of the poll books of such
precinct. Having perforned their duties, the receiving officials

shal | i mredi ately depart.

Havi ng receipted for the ballots, the counting officials
shall proceed to count and tally the vote as cast in the manner
prescribed by section 3505.27 of the Revised Code and certify the

result of the election to the board of el ections.

Sec. 3501.27. (A Al judges—eof precinct election officials
shal |l conplete a programof instruction pursuant to division (B)

of this section. No person who has been convicted of a felony or

any violation of the election |laws, who is unable to read and
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wite the English | anguage readily, or who is a candidate for an
office to be voted for by the voters of the precinct in which the
person is to serve shall serve as an election officer. A person
when appoi nted as an el ection officer shall receive fromthe board
of elections a certificate of appointnent that rmay be revoked at
any time by the board for good and sufficient reasons. The
certificate shall be in the formthe board prescribes and shal
specify the precinct, ward, or district in and for which the
person to whomit is issued is appointed to serve, the date of

appoi ntrent, and the expiration of the person's term of service.

(B) Each board shall establish a programas prescribed by the
secretary of state for the instruction of election officers in the
rul es, procedures, and law relating to elections. In each program
the board shall use training nmaterials prepared by the secretary
of state and nmay use additional materials prepared by or on behalf
of the board. The board may use the services of unpaid volunteers
in conducting its program and may rei mburse those vol unteers for
necessary and actual expenses incurred in participating in the

progr am

The board shall train each new el ection officer before the
new officer participates in the first election in that capacity.
The board shall instruct election officials who have been trained
previously only when the board or secretary of state considers
that instruction necessary, but the board shall reinstruct such

persons, other than presidingjudges voting |ocation nanagers, at
| east once in every three years and shall reinstruct presiding

fudges voting | ocation managers before the primary election in

even- nunbered years. The board shall schedul e any program of
instruction within sixty days prior to the election in which the

officials to be trained will participate.

(C The duties of a judge—of—an precinct election official in
each polling place shall be performed only by an individual who
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has successfully conpleted the requirenents of the program unless
such an individual is unavailable after reasonable efforts to

obtai n such services.

(D) The secretary of state shall establish a programfor the
instruction of nmenbers of boards of elections and enpl oyees of
boards in the rules, procedures, and |law relating to el ections.
Each nenber and enpl oyee shall conplete the training program
within six nonths after the nenber's or enployee's original
appoi nt ment or enploynent, and thereafter each nmenber and enpl oyee
shall conplete a training programto update their know edge once
every four years or nore often as determined by the secretary of

state.

(E) The secretary of state shall reinburse each county for
the cost of prograns established pursuant to division (B) of this
section, once the secretary of state has received an item zed
st atenent of expenses for such instruction progranms fromthe
county. The itenized statenent shall be in a form prescribed by

the secretary of state.

Sec. 3501.28. (A) As used in this section

(1) "Fair Labor Standards Act" or "Act" neans the "Fair Labor
St andards Act of 1938," 52 Stat. 1062, 29 U S.C A 201, as

amended.

(2) "Full election day" neans the period of tinme between the
openi ng of the polls and the conpletion of the procedures
contained in section 3501.26 of the Revised Code.

(3) "Services" nmeans services at each general, primry, or
speci al el ection.

(B) Begianing—wi-th—ecalendar—year—1998—eachjudge—of—an

. . . . , .

I I , ol Ly I -
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S Beginning with cal endar year 2004, each judge—of—an
precinct election official in a county shall be paid for the

judge s official's services at the sanme hourly rate, which shal
be not |ess than the m ninmum hourly rate established by the Fair
Labor Standards Act and not nore than ninety-five dollars per

di em

B-(C) The secretary of state shall establish, by rule
adopt ed under section 111.15 of the Revised Code, the nmaxi mum
anount of per di em conpensation that nmay be paid to judges—-ofan
precinct election officials under this section each tine the Fair
Labor Standards Act is amended to increase the mninmumhourly rate
established by the act. Upon |earning of such an increase, the
secretary of state shall determ ne by what percentage the m ni num
hourly rate has been increased under the act and establish a new
maxi mum anmount of per di em conpensation that judges—ef—an precinct
el ection officials may be paid under this section that is
i ncreased by the sane percentage that the mninmum hourly rate has

been i ncreased under the act.

(D) (1)(a) No board of elections shall increase the pay of
a judge—of—an precinct election official under this section during
a cal endar year unless the board has given witten notice of the
proposed i ncrease to the board of county conmm ssioners not |ater

than the first day of October of the preceding cal endar year.

(b) Except as otherw se provided in division (5-(D)(2) of
this section, a board of elections may increase the pay of a judge
ef—an precinct election official during a cal endar year by up to,
but not exceeding, nine per cent over the conpensation paid to a
judge—of—an precinct election official in the county where the
board is | ocated during the previous cal endar year, if the

conmpensation so paid during the previous cal endar year was
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eighty-five dollars or |ess per diem

(c) Except as otherwi se provided in division (5-(D)(2) of
this section, a board of elections may increase the pay of a judge
of—an precinct election official during a cal endar year by up to,
but not exceeding, four and one-half per cent over the
conmpensation paid to a judge—of—an precinct election official in
the county where the board is |ocated during the previous cal endar
year, if the conpensation so paid during the previous cal endar
year was nore than eighty-five but |ess than ninety-five dollars

per di em

(2) The board of county conmi ssioners may review and conment
upon a proposed increase and may enter into a witten agreenent
with a board of elections to permt an increase in the
conpensation paid to judges—ef—an precinct election officials for
their services during a calendar year that is greater than the

appl i cabl e percentage limtation described in division

(D) (1) (b) or (c) of this section.

--(E) No judge—of—-an precinct election official who works
| ess than the full election day shall be paid the maxi num anount

al | oned under this section or the maxi mum anmount as set by the

board of el ections, whichever is |ess.

{S-(F) (1) Except as otherw se provided in divisions £&5-(F)(4)
to (6) of this section, any enpl oyee of the state or of any
political subdivision of the state may serve as a judge—-of
eleetions precinct election official on the day of an el ection

wi thout | oss of the enployee's regul ar conpensation for that day

as follows:

(a) For enployees of a county office, department, commi ssion,
board, or other entity, or of a court of conmon pleas, county
court, or county-operated rnunicipal court, as defined in section

1901. 03 of the Revised Code, the enployee's appointing authority
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may pernit |eave with pay for this service in accordance with a
resolution setting forth the terns and conditions for that |eave

passed by the board of county conmi ssioners.

(b) For all other enployees of a political subdivision of the
state, leave with pay for this service shall be subject to the
terms and conditions set forth in an ordi nance or a resolution
passed by the legislative authority of the applicable political

subdi vi si on

(c) For state enpl oyees, |eave with pay for this service
shall be subject to the ternms and conditions set forth by the head
of the state agency, as defined in section 1.60 of the Revised

Code, by which the person is enpl oyed.

(2) Any terms and conditions set forth by a board of county
commi ssioners, legislative authority of a political subdivision,
or head of a state agency under division (&(F)(1) of this section
shall include a standard procedure for deciding which enpl oyees
are permtted to receive leave with pay if multiple enpl oyees of
an entity or court described in division (&-(F)(1)(a) of this
section, of an entity of a political subdivision described in
division (&-(F)(1)(b) of this section, or of a state agency as
defined in section 1.60 of the Revised Code apply to serve as a

fudge—ef—eleetions precinct election official on the day of an

el ection. This procedure shall be applied uniformy to al

simlarly situated enpl oyees.

(3) Any enployee who is eligible for leave with pay under
division (&-(F)(1) of this section shall receive, in addition to
the enpl oyee's regul ar conpensati on, the conpensation paid to the
judge—oef—an precinct election official under division (B)+~ or (O s
e—B) of this section

(4) Division £&-(F)(1) of this section does not apply to

either of the follow ng:
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(a) Election officials;
(b) Public school teachers.

(5) Nothing in division (&-(F)(1) of this section supersedes
or negates any provision of a collective bargaining agreenent in
ef fect under Chapter 4117. of the Revised Code.

(6) If a board of county conmi ssioners, |legislative authority
of a political subdivision, or head of a state agency fails to set
forth any terns and conditions under division (&-(F)(1) of this
section, an enployee of an entity or court described in division
S-(F)(1)(a) of this section, of an entity of a political
subdi vi si on described in division £&-(F)(1)(b) of this section, or
of a state agency as defined in section 1.60 of the Revised Code
may use personal |eave, vacation | eave, or conmpensatory tinme, or

take unpaid | eave, to serve as a judge—of—elections precinct
election official on the day of an el ection.

(G The board of elections may wi thhold the conpensati on
of any precinct election official for failure to obey the
instructions of the board or to conply with the law relating to
the duties of sueh a precinct judge election official. Any payment

a judge—ofan precinct election official is entitled to receive
under section 3501.36 of the Revised Code is in addition to the

conpensation the judge official is entitled to receive under this

secti on.

Sec. 3501.29. (A) The board of elections shall provide for
each precinct a polling place and provi de adequate facilities at
each polling place for conducting the election. The board shal
provi de a sufficient nunber of screened or curtained voting
conpartments to which electors nay retire and conveniently nark
their ballots, protected fromthe observation of others. Each
voting conpartnent shall be provided at all tinmes with witing

i mpl ements, instructions howto vote, and other necessary
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conveni ences for marking the ballot. The presidingjudge voting
| ocation manager shall ensure that the voting conpartnents at al

times are adequately lighted and contain the necessary suppli es.
The board shall utilize, in so far as practicable, roons in public
school s and other public buildings for polling places. Upon
application of the board of elections, the authority which has the
control of any building or grounds supported by taxation under the
laws of this state, shall mmke avail abl e the necessary space
therein for the purpose of holding elections and adequate space
for the storage of voting nachines, wi thout charge for the use
thereof. A reasonable sum may be paid for necessary janitorial
service. Wien polling places are established in private buil di ngs,
the board may pay a reasonable rental therefor, and al so the cost
of liability insurance covering the prem ses when used for

el ection purposes, or the board may purchase a single liability
policy covering the board and the owners of the prenises when used
for election purposes. When renovabl e buil dings are supplied by
the board, they shall be constructed under the contract let to the
| owest and best bidder, and the board shall observe all ordi nances
and regul ations then in force as to safety. The board shall renove
all such buildings fromstreets and other public places within
thirty days after an election, unless another election is to be

hel d within ninety days.

(B) (1) Except as otherwi se provided in this section, the

board shall ensure all of the follow ng:

(a) That polling places are free of barriers that would

i npede i ngress and egress of handi capped persons;

(b) That the m ni mum nunber of special parking |ocations,
al so known as handi capped parki ng spaces or disability parking
spaces, for handi capped persons are desighated at each polling
pl ace in accordance with 28 C.F. R Part 36, Appendix A and in
compliance with division (E) of section 4511.69 of the Revised
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Code.

(c) That the entrances of polling places are level or are

provided with a nonskid ranp ef—neot—ever—eight per—cent—gradient

that neets the requirenents of the "Anericans with Disabilities
Act of 1990.," 104 Stat. 327, 42 U.S.C. 12101;

(d) That doors are a mininmumof thirty-two i nches wi de.

(2) Notw thstanding division (B)(1)(a), (c), or (d) of this
section, certain polling places may be specifically exenpted by
the secretary of state upon certification by a board of elections
that a good faith, but unsuccessful, effort has been nade to

nodi fy, or change the location of, such polling places.

(CQ At—any If a polling place that+s has been exenpted from

conpliance by the secretary of state under division (B)(2) of this

section, the board of elections shall permt any handi capped
el ector who travels to that eleeter—s polling place, but who is

unable to enter the polling place due to the inaccessibility of

the polling place, to vote, with the assistance of two polling

pl ace officials of major political parties, in the vehicle that
conveyed that elector to the polling place, or to receive and cast

that elector's ballot at the door of the polling place.
(D) The secretary of state shall

(1) Wrk with other state agencies to facilitate the
di stribution of information and technical assistance to boards of
el ections to neet the requirenents of division (B) of this

section;

(2) Work with organizations that represent or provide
servi ces to handi capped, disabled, or elderly citizens to effect a
w de dissenmination of information about the availability of
absentee voting, voting in the voter's vehicle or at the door of
the polling place, or other election services to handi capped,

di sabl ed, or elderly citizens.
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(E) Before the day of an election, the director of the board
of el ections of each county shall sign a statenent verifying that
each polling place that will be used in that county at that
el ection nmeets the requirements of division (B)(1)(b) of this
section. The signed statenent shall be sent to the secretary of

state by certified mail.

(F) As used in this section, "handi capped” neans havi ng | ost
the use of one or both legs, one or both arns, or any conbi nation
thereof, or being blind or so severely disabled as to be unable to

nove about wi thout the aid of crutches or a wheel chair.

Sec. 3501.30. (A) The board of elections shall provide for
each polling place the necessary ball ot boxes, official ballots,
cards of instructions, registration fornms, pollbooks or pol
lists, tally sheets, forms on which to make summary st atenents,
witing inplenents, paper, and all other supplies necessary for
casting and counting the ballots and recording the results of the
voting at the polling place. The poll books or poll lists shal
have certificates appropriately printed on themfor the signatures
of all the precinct officials, by which they shall certify that,
to the best of their knowl edge and belief, the pollbooks or pol
lists correctly show the names of all electors who voted in the
polling place at the election indicated in the poll books or pol

|ists.

Al'l of the follow ng shall be included anobng the supplies

provided to each polling place:

(1) Alarge map of each appropriate precinct, which shall be
di spl ayed prominently to assist persons who desire to register or
vote on election day. Each nmap shall show all streets within the
precinct and contain identifying synbols of the precinct in bold

print.

(2) Any materials, postings, or instructions required to
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comply with state or federal |aws;

(3) Aflag of the United States approximately two and
one-half feet in length along the top, which shall be displayed
outside the entrance to the polling place during the tinme it is

open for voting;

(4) Two or nore small flags of the United States
approximtely fifteen inches in length along the top, which shal
be placed at a distance of one hundred feet fromthe polling place
on the thoroughfares or wal kways | eading to the polling place, to
mark the di stance within which persons other than el ection
officials, observers, police officers, and electors waiting to
mar k, marking, or casting their ballots shall not loiter
congregate, or engage in any kind of election canpaigning. Were
smal | flags cannot reasonably be placed one hundred feet fromthe

pol ling place, the presidingelectionfudge voting |ocation

manager shall place the flags as near to one hundred feet fromthe

entrance to the polling place as is physically possible. Police
officers and all election officials shall see that this

prohi bition against loitering and congregating is enforced.

VWhen the period of tinme during which the polling place is
open for voting expires, all of the flags described in this
di vision shall be taken into the polling place and shall be
returned to the board together with all other election supplies

required to be delivered to the board.

(B) The board of elections shall follow the instructions and
advi sories of the secretary of state in the production and use of

pol ling place supplies.

Sec. 3501.302. The secretary of state may enter into

agreenents for the bul k purchase of election supplies in order to

reduce the costs for such purchases by individual boards of

el ections. A board of elections desiring to participate in such
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pur chase agreenents shall file with the secretary of state a

witten request for inclusion. A request for inclusion shal

include an _agreenent to be bound by such terns _and conditions as

the secretary of state prescribes and to nake direct paynents to

the vendor under each purchase agreenent.

Sec. 3501.31. The board of elections shall mail to each
precinct election official notice of the date, hours, and place of
hol di ng each election in the official's respective precinct at
which it desires the official to serve. Each of such officials
shall notify the board i medi ately upon receipt of such notice of

any inability to serve.

The el ection official designated as presidinrgjudge voting
| ocati on _manager under section 3501.22 of the Revised Code shall

call at the office of the board at such tinme before the day of the
el ection, not earlier than the tenth day before the day of the

el ection, as the board designates to obtain the ballots,

pol | books, registration forns and lists, and other naterial to be

used in the official's polling place on election day.

The board may al so provide for the delivery of such materials
to polling places in a mrunicipal corporation by menbers of the
police departnent of such nunicipal corporation; or the board may

provide for the delivery of such materials to the presidingjudge
voting | ocation manager not earlier than the tenth day before the

el ection, in any manner it finds to be advisable.

On el ection day the precinct election officials shal
punctual ly attend the polling place enre-halfhour before at the

ti me Hocedfor—opentng—the—poHs determ ned by the board of

el ections. Each of the precinct election officials shall thereupon

make and subscribe to a statenent which shall be as foll ows:

"State of Ohio
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| do solemmly swear under the penalty of perjury that | wll
support the constitution of the United States of Anerica and the
constitution of the state of Chio and its laws; that | have not
been convicted of a felony or any violation of the election |aws;
that I will discharge to the best of my ability the duties of
judge—of precinct election official in and for precinct
.................... inthe .................... (township) or
(ward and city or village) .................... in the county of
.................... , in the election to be held on the ..........
day of ............... y e , as required by law and the rules
and instructions of the board of elections of said county; and
that I will endeavor to prevent fraud in such election, and wll
report inmediately to said board any violations of the el ection
| aws which come to ny attention, and will not disclose any
information as to how any el ector voted which is gained by ne in

the discharge of ny official duties.

(Signatures of precinct election officials)”

If any of the other precinct election officials is absent at
that tine, the presidingjudge voting |location nmanager, with the
concurrence of a majority of the precinct election officials

present, shall appoint a qualified elector who is a nmenber of the
sanme political party as the political party of which such absent

precinct election official is a nmenber to fill the vacancy until
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the board appoints a person to fill such vacancy and the person so
appoi nted reports for duty at the polling place. The presiding
fudge voting | ocation nmanager shall pronmptly notify the board of

such vacancy by tel ephone or otherw se. The presidi-rg—fudge voting
| ocation manager al so shall assign the precinct election officials

to their respective duties and shall have general charge of the

pol | i ng pl ace.

Sec. 3501.32. (A) Except as otherwi se provided in division

(B) of this section, on the day of the election the polls shall be

opened by procl amati on by the presidingjudge voting | ocation

manager, or in ks the manager's absence by a presidinrgjudge
voting | ocation manager chosen by the judges precinct election

officials, at six-thirty a.m and shall be closed by proclanmation
at seven-thirty p.m unless there are voters waiting in line to
cast their ballots, in which case the polls shall be kept open

until such waiting voters have voted.

(B) On the day of the election, any polling place |ocated on
an island not connected to the nainland by a highway or a bridge
may cl ose earlier than seven-thirty p.m if all registered voters
in the precinct have voted. Wen a polling place closes under

division (B) of this section the presiding—fudge voting location
nmanager shall inmediately notify the board of elections of the

cl osi ng.

Sec. 3501.33. Al judges—of precinct election officials shal
enf orce peace and good order in and about the place of
registration or election. They shall especially keep the place of
access of the electors to the polling place open and unobstructed
and prevent and stop any inproper practices or attenpts tending to
obstruct, intimdate, or interfere with any elector in registering
or voting. They shall protect observers against nol estation and

violence in the performance of their duties, and nay eject from
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the polling place any observer for violation of any provision of
Title XXXV of the Revised Code. They shall prevent riots,

vi ol ence, tumult, or disorder. In the discharge of these duties,
they may call upon the sheriff, police, or other peace officers to
aid themin enforcing the law. They may order the arrest of any
person violating Title XXXV of the Revised Code, but such an
arrest shall not prevent the person fromregistering or voting if
the person is entitled to do so. The sheriff, all constables,
police officers, and other officers of the peace shall imediately
obey and aid in the enforcenent of any |lawful order nade by the
precinct election officials in the enforcenent of Title XXXV of

t he Revi sed Code.

Sec. 3501.35. (A) During an election and the counting of the

ball ots, no person shall do any of the follow ng:

(1) Loiter, congregate, or engage in any kind of election
canpai gning within the area between the polling place and the
snmall flags of the United States placed on the thoroughfares and
wal kways | eading to the polling place, and if the line of electors
waiting to vote extends beyond those small flags, within ten feet

of any elector in that |ine;

(2) I'n any manner hinder or delay an elector in reaching or

| eaving the place fixed for casting the elector's ballot;

(3) Gve, tender, or exhibit any ballot or ticket to any
person other than the elector's own ballot to the judge—-of
precinct election officials within the area between the polling
pl ace and the small flags of the United States placed on the
t hor oughf ares and wal kways | eading to the polling place, and if
the line of electors waiting to vote extends beyond t hose snal

flags, within ten feet of any elector in that |ine;

(4) Exhibit any ticket or ballot which the elector intends to

cast;
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(5) Solicit or in any manner attenpt to influence any el ector

in casting the elector's vote.

(B) (1) Except as otherw se provided in division (B)(2) of

this section and division (C of section 3503.23 of the Revised

Code, no person who is not an election official, enployee,
observer, or police officer shall be allowed to enter the polling
pl ace during the el ection, except for the purpose of voting or
assi sting another person to vote as provided in section 3505.24 of
t he Revi sed Code.

(2) Notwi thstandi ng any provision of this section to the

contrary, a journalist shall be all owed reasonable access to a

polling place during an election. As used in this division,

"journalist" has the sane nmeaning as in division (B)(9) of section

149. 43 of the Revised Code.

(© No nore electors shall be allowed to approach the voting

shelves at any tinme than there are voting shel ves provided.

(D) The judges—of precinct election officials and the police
officer shall strictly enforce the observance of this section

Sec. 3501.37. After each election, the judges—ef—eleections

precinct election officials of each precinct, except when the

board of elections assunes the duty, shall see that the novable
boot hs and ot her equi pnent are returned for safekeeping to the
fiscal officer of the township or to the clerk or auditor of the
nmuni ci pal corporation in which the precinct is situated. The
fiscal officer, clerk, or auditor shall have booths and equi prment
on hand and in place at the polling places in each precinct before
the time for opening the polls on election days, and for this
service the board may al |l ow t he necessary expenses incurred. In

cities, this duty shall devolve on the board.

Sec. 3501.38. Al declarations of candi dacy, nom nating
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petitions, or other petitions presented to or filed with the
secretary of state or a board of elections or with any other

public office for the purpose of becom ng a candi date for any
noni nati on or office or for the holding of an el ection on any
issue shall, in addition to neeting the other specific

requi rements prescribed in the sections of the Revised Code

relating to them be governed by the follow ng rules:

(A) Only electors qualified to vote on the candi dacy or issue
which is the subject of the petition shall sign a petition. Each
signer shall be a registered elector pursuant to section 350311
3503. 01 of the Revised Code. The facts of qualification shall be

determ ned as of the date when the petition is fil ed.

(B) Signatures shall be affixed in ink. Each signer may al so
print the signer's nane, so as to clearly identify the signer's

si gnat ure.

(O Each signer shall place on the petition after the
signer's nane the date of signing and the | ocation of the signer's
voting residence, including the street and nunber if in a
muni ci pal corporation or the rural route nunber, post office
address, or township if outside a nunicipal corporation. The
voting address given on the petition shall be the address

appearing in the registration records at the board of el ections.

(D) Except as otherwi se provided in section 3501.382 of the
Revi sed Code, no person shall wite any nane other than the
person's own on any petition. Except as otherw se provided in
section 3501. 382 of the Revised Code, no person may authorize
another to sign for the person. If a petition contains the
signature of an elector two or nore times, only the first

signature shall be counted.

(E) (1) On each petition paper, the circulator shall indicate

the nunber of signatures contained on it, and shall sign a
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st at enent made under penalty of election falsification that the
circulator witnessed the affixing of every signature, that al
signers were to the best of the circulator's know edge and beli ef
qualified to sign, and that every signature is to the best of the
circulator's know edge and belief the signature of the person
whose signature it purports to be or of an attorney in fact acting
pursuant to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code. On the
circulator's statenent for a declaration of candidacy or

nonmi nating petition for a person seeking to becone a statew de
candidate or for a statewide initiative or a statew de referendum
petition, the circulator shall identify the circulator's nane, the
address of the circulator's pernanent residence, and the nane and
address of the person enploying the circulator to circulate the

petition, if any.

(2) As used in division (E) of this section, "statew de
candi date" neans the joint candidates for the offices of governor
and |ieutenant governor or a candidate for the office of secretary
of state, auditor of state, treasurer of state, or attorney

gener al

(F) Except as otherwi se provided in section 3501.382 of the
Revi sed Code, if a circulator knowingly permts an unqualified
person to sign a petition paper or pernits a person to wite a
nane ot her than the person's own on a petition paper, that
petition paper is invalid; otherw se, the signature of a person
not qualified to sign shall be rejected but shall not invalidate

the other valid signatures on the paper

(G The circulator of a petition may, before filing it in a
public office, strike fromit any signature the circul ator does

not wish to present as a part of the petition.

(H) Any signer of a petition or an attorney in fact acting
pursuant to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code on behalf of a

signer may renove the signer's signature fromthat petition at any
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time before the petitionis filed in a public office by striking
the signer's nane fromthe petition; no signhature may be renoved

after the petitionis filed in any public office.

(1)(1) No alterations, corrections, or additions may be nade

to a petition after it is filed in a public office.

(2)(a) No declaration of candidacy, nom nating petition, or
ot her petition for the purpose of becom ng a candi date may be
withdrawn after it is filed in a public office. Nothing in this
di vision prohibits a person fromw thdrawing as a candi date as

ot herwi se provi ded by | aw.

(b) No petition presented to or filed with the secretary of
state, a board of elections, or any other public office for the
pur pose of the holding of an election on any question or issue may
be resubnitted after it is withdrawn froma public office. Nothing
in this division prevents a question or issue petition from being
withdrawn by the filing of a witten notice of the withdrawal by a
majority of the menbers of the petitioning commttee with the same
public office with which the petition was filed prior to the
sixtieth day before the election at which the question or issue is

schedul ed to appear on the ballot.

(J) Al declarations of candidacy, nom nating petitions, or
other petitions under this section shall be acconpani ed by the
foll owing statenent in boldface capital letters: WHOEVER COW TS
ELECTI ON FALSI FI CATION IS GUILTY OF A FELONY OF THE FI FTH DEGREE.

(K) Al separate petition papers shall be filed at the sane

time, as one instrunent.

(L) If a board of elections distributes for use a petition
formfor a declaration of candidacy, nomi nating petition, or any
type of question or issue petition that does not satisfy the
requirements of law as of the date of that distribution, the board

shall not invalidate the petition on the basis that the petition

Page 55

1667
1668
1669

1670
1671

1672
1673
1674
1675
1676

1677
1678
1679
1680
1681
1682
1683
1684
1685
1686

1687
1688
1689
1690

1691
1692

1693
1694
1695
1696
1697



S. B. No. 148
As Introduced

form does not satisfy the requirenents of law, if the petition
otherwise is valid. Division (L) of this section applies only if
the candi date received the petition fromthe board within ninety

days of when the petition is required to be filed.

Sec. 3503.02. Al registrars and judges—of elections precinct
election officials, in determning the residence of a person

offering to register or vote, shall be governed by the follow ng

rul es:

(A) That place shall be considered the residence of a person
in which the person's habitation is fixed and to which, whenever

the person is absent, the person has the intention of returning.

(B) A person shall not be considered to have |ost the
person's residence who | eaves the person's honme and goes into
anot her state or county of this state, for tenporary purposes

only, with the intention of returning.

(© A person shall not be considered to have gai ned a
residence in any county of this state into which the person cones
for tenporary purposes only, without the intention of making such

county the pernanent place of abode.

(D) The place where the famly of a married person resides
shal |l be considered to be the person's place of residence; except
that when the spouses have separated and |ive apart, the place
where such a spouse resides the length of tinme required to entitle
a person to vote shall be considered to be the spouse's place of

resi dence.

(E) If a person renmpbves to another state with the intention
of maki ng such state the person's residence, the person shall be

considered to have |l ost the person's residence in this state.

(F) Except as otherwi se provided in division (G of this

section, if a person renoves fromthis state and continuously
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resides outside this state for a period of four years or nore, the
person shall be considered to have | ost the person's residence in
this state, notwithstanding the fact that the person may entertain

an intention to return at sonme future period.

(G If a person renmoves fromthis state to engage in the
services of the United States governnent, the person shall not be
considered to have |lost the person's residence in this state
during the period of such service, and |ikew se should the person
enter the enploynent of the state, the place where such person
resided at the tine of the person's renoval shall be considered to

be the person's place of residence.

(H If a person goes into another state and while there
exercises the right of a citizen by voting, the person shall be

considered to have |lost the person's residence in this state.

(1) If a person does not have a fixed place of habitation,
but has a shelter or other location at which the person has been a
consi stent or regular inhabitant and to which the person has the
intention of returning, that shelter or other |ocation shall be
deened the person's residence for the purpose of registering to

vot e.

Sec. 3503.06. A No person shall be entitled to vote at any
el ection, or to sign er———eireuwtate any declaration of candi dacy or
any npem-hating—or—recall election petition, unless the person is
regi stered as an elector and will have resided in the county and
precinct where the person is registered for at least thirty days

at the time of the next election.
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Sec. 3503.10. (A) Each designated agency shall designate one
person within that agency to serve as coordi nator for the voter
regi stration programw thin the agency and its departnents,

di vi sions, and prograns. The desi gnated person shall be trained
under a program designed by the secretary of state and shall be
responsi ble for administering all aspects of the voter

regi stration programfor that agency as prescribed by the
secretary of state. The desi gnated person shall receive no

addi ti onal conpensation for perform ng such duti es.

(B) Every designated agency, public high school and
vocational school, public library, and office of a county
treasurer shall provide in each of its offices or |ocations voter
regi stration applications and assistance in the registration of
persons qualified to register to vote, in accordance with this

chapt er.

(O Every designated agency shall distribute to its
applicants, prior to or in conjunction with distributing a voter
regi stration application, a formprescribed by the secretary of

state that includes all of the foll ow ng:

(1) The question, "Do you want to register to vote or update
your current voter registration?"--followed by boxes for the
applicant to indicate whether the applicant would like to register
or decline to register to vote, and the statement, highlighted in
bold print, "If you do not check either box, you will be

consi dered to have decided not to register to vote at this tine.";
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(2) If the agency provides public assistance, the statenent,

"Applying to register or declining to register to vote will not
af fect the anpunt of assistance that you will be provided by this
agency.";

(3) The statement, "If you would like help in filling out the

voter registration application form we will help you. The
deci si on whether to seek or accept help is yours. You may fill out

the application formin private.";

(4) The statenment, "If you believe that soneone has
interfered with your right to register or to decline to register
to vote, your right to privacy in deciding whether to register or
in applying to register to vote, or your right to choose your own
political party or other political preference, you may file a
conplaint with the prosecuting attorney of your county or with the
secretary of state," with the address and tel ephone nunber for

each such official's office.

(D) Each designhated agency shall distribute a voter
regi stration formprescribed by the secretary of state to each
applicant with each application for service or assistance, and
with each witten application or formfor recertification,

renewal , or change of address.
(E) Each designated agency shall do all of the follow ng:

(1) Have enpl oyees trained to adm nister the voter
regi stration programin order to provide to each applicant who
wi shes to register to vote and who accepts assi stance, the sane
degree of assistance with regard to conpletion of the voter
regi stration application as is provided by the agency with regard

to the conpletion of its own form

(2) Accept conpleted voter registration applications, voter
regi strati on change of residence forns, and voter registration

change of nane forns, regardl ess of whether the application or
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formwas distributed by the designated agency, for transnittal to
the office of the board of elections in the county in which the
agency is located. Each designhated agency and the appropriate
board of elections shall establish a nethod by which the voter
regi stration applications and other voter registration forns are
transmtted to that board of elections within five days after

bei ng accepted by the agency.

(3) If the designated agency is one that is primarily engaged
in providing services to persons with disabilities under a
stat e-funded program and that agency provides services to a
person with disabilities at a person's home, provide the services
described in divisions (E)(1) and (2) of this section at the

person's hone;

(4) Keep as confidential, except as required by the secretary
of state for record-keeping purposes, the identity of an agency
through which a person registered to vote or updated the person's
voter registration records, and information relating to a
declination to register to vote made in connection with a voter

regi stration application issued by a desi gnhated agency.

(F) The secretary of state shall prepare and transmit witten
instructions on the inplenentation of the voter registration
program wi t hi n each desi gnated agency, public high school and
vocational school, public library, and office of a county

treasurer. The instructions shall include directions as follows:

(1) That each person designated to assist with voter
registration maintain strict neutrality with respect to a person's
political philosophies, a person's right to register or decline to
register, and any other matter that may influence a person's

decision to register or not register to vote;

(2) That each person designated to assist with voter

regi stration not seek to influence a person's decision to register
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or not register to vote, not display or denpbnstrate any political
preference or party allegiance, and not nake any statenment to a
person or take any action the purpose or effect of whichis to

| ead a person to believe that a decision to register or not

regi ster has any bearing on the availability of services or
benefits offered, on the grade in a particular class in school, or

on credit for a particular class in school

(3) Regardi ng when and how to assist a person in conpleting
the voter registration application, what to do with the conpl eted
voter registration application or voter registration update form
and when the application nust be transnmitted to the appropriate

board of el ections;

(4) Regarding what records nust be kept by the agency and
where and when those records should be transmitted to satisfy
reporting requirenents inposed on the secretary of state under the

Nat i onal Voter Registration Act of 1993;

(5) Regarding whomto contact to obtain answers to questions

about voter registration forns and procedures.

(G If the voter registration activity is part of an in-class
voter registration programin a public high school or vocational
school, whet her prescribed by the secretary of state or
i ndependent of the secretary of state, the board of education

shall do all of the follow ng:

(1) Establish a schedule of school days and hours during
these days when the person desighated to assist with voter

regi stration shall provide voter registration assistance;

(2) Designate a person to assist with voter registration from

the public high school's or vocational school's staff;

(3) Make voter registration applications and naterials
avail able, as outlined in the voter registration program

establ i shed by the secretary of state pursuant to section 3501. 05
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of the Revi sed Code;

(4) Distribute the statenent, "applying to register or
declining to register to vote will not affect or be a condition of
your receiving a particular grade in or credit for a school course
or class, participating in a curricular or extracurricul ar
activity, receiving a benefit or privilege, or participating in a
programor activity otherwi se available to pupils enrolled in this

school district's schools.";

(5) Establish a nmethod by which the voter registration
application and other voter registration forns are transnmtted to
the board of elections within five days after being accepted by

the public high school or vocational school

(H) Any person enpl oyed by the designated agency, public high
school or vocational school, public library, or office of a county
treasurer may be designated to assist with voter registration
pursuant to this section. The designated agency, public high
school or vocational school, public library, or office of a county
treasurer shall provide the designated person, and nmake avail abl e
such space as nmay be necessary, wi thout charge to the county or

state.

(1) The secretary of state shall prepare and cause to be
di splayed in a prom nent |ocation in each designated agency a
notice that identifies the person designated to assist with voter
regi stration, the nature of that person's duties, and where and
when that person is available for assisting in the registration of

vot ers.

A designated agency may furni sh additional supplies and
services to dissenminate infornation to increase public awareness
of the existence of a person designated to assist with voter

registration in every designhated agency.

(J) This section does not linit any authority a board of
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educati on, superintendent, or principal has to all ow, sponsor, or
pronote voluntary el ection registration prograns within a high
school or vocational school, including progranms in which pupils
serve as persons desighated to assist with voter registration

provided that no pupil is required to participate.

(K) Each public library and office of the county treasurer
shal | establish a method by which voter registration forns are
transmtted to the board of elections within five days after being

accepted by the public library or office of the county treasurer.

(L) The departnent of job and family services and its
departnments, divisions, and progranms shall limt administration of
the aspects of the voter registration programfor the departnent
to the requirements prescribed by the secretary of state and, the

requirements of this section and section 3503.19 of the Revised

Code, and the requirenents of the National Voter Registration Act
of 1993.

Sec. 3503.14. (A) The secretary of state shall prescribe the
formand content of the registration, change of residence, and
change of name forns used in this state. The forns shall neet the
requi rements of the National Voter Registration Act of 1993 and

shal | include spaces for all of the foll ow ng:
(1) The voter's nane;
(2) The voter's address;
(3) The current date;
(4) The voter's date of birth;
(5) The voter to provide one or nore of the foll ow ng:

(a) The voter's driver's |icense nunmber, if any;

(b) The last—four—digits—ofthe voter's social security

nunber, if any;
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(c) A copy of a current and valid photo identification, a
copy of a nmilitary identification, or a copy of a current utility

bill, bank statenent, government check, paycheck, or other

gover nment docunent, other than a—nretiece—of—an—electionraitedby

a notice of voter registration mailed by a board of elections
under section 3503.19 of the Revi sed Code, that shows the voter's

nane and address.
(6) The voter's signature.

The registration formshall include a space on which the
person registering an applicant shall sign the person's nane and
provi de the person's address and a space on which the person
regi stering an applicant shall name the enpl oyer who is enploying

that person to register the applicant.

Except for fornms prescribed by the secretary of state under
section 3503.11 of the Revised Code, the secretary of state shal
permt boards of elections to produce forns that have subdivi ded
spaces for each individual al phanuneric character of the
informati on provided by the voter so as to accommpdate the
el ectronic readi ng and conversion of the voter's information to
data and the subsequent electronic transfer of that data to the
statewi de voter registration database established under section
3503. 15 of the Revised Code.

(B) None of the follow ng persons who are registering an
applicant in the course of that official's or enployee's nornma
duties shall sign the person's nane, provide the person's address,
or nanme the enployer who is enploying the person to register an

applicant on a form prepared under this section:
(1) An election official;
(2) A county treasurer

(3) A deputy registrar of notor vehicles;
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(4) An enpl oyee of

Q

desi gnat ed agency;

(5) An enpl oyee of

Q

publi ¢ high school

(6) An enployee of a public vocational school;

(7) An enployee of a public library;

(8) An enployee of the office of a county treasurer

(9) An enpl oyee of the bureau of notor vehicles;

(10) An enpl oyee of a deputy registrar of notor vehicles;
(11) An enpl oyee of an election official.

(C) Except as provided in section 3501.382 of the Revised
Code, any applicant who is unable to sign the applicant's own nane
shall make an "X, " if possible, which shall be certified by the
signing of the name of the applicant by the person filling out the
form who shall add the person's own signature. If an applicant is
unable to make an "X, " the applicant shall indicate in some nanner
that the applicant desires to register to vote or to change the
applicant's nane or residence. The person registering the
applicant shall sign the formand attest that the applicant
i ndicated that the applicant desired to register to vote or to

change the applicant's nane or residence.

(D) No registration, change of residence, or change of nane
formshall be rejected solely on the basis that a person
registering an applicant failed to sign the person's nane or
failed to nanme the enpl oyer who is enploying that person to
regi ster the applicant as required under division (A of this

section.

(E) A voter registration application submtted online through

the internet pursuant to section 3503.20 of the Revised Code is

not required to contain a signature to be considered valid. The

si gnat ure obt ai ned under division (B) of that section shall be

consi dered the applicant's signature for all election and
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si gnat ur e- mat chi ng _pur poses.

(F) As used in this section, "registering an applicant”
i ncludes any effort, for conpensation, to provide voter
registration forms or to assist persons in conpleting or returning

t hose forns.

Sec. 3503.15. (A)(1) The secretary of state shall establish
and maintain a statew de voter registration database that shall be

adm ni stered by the office of the secretary of state and nade

conti nuously available to each board of elections and to other

agenci es as authorized by | aw.

(2) State agencies, including, but not limted to, the

department of health. bureau of notor vehicles, departnent of job

and famly services, and the departnent of rehabilitation and

corrections, shall provide any information and data to the

secretary of state that the secretary of state consi ders necessary

in order to maintain the statew de voter reqgistration database

establ i shed pursuant to this section. The secretary of state shall

ensure that any infornmation or data provided to the secretary of

state that is confidential in the possession of the entity

providing the data renmanins confidential while in the possession of

the secretary of state.

| nf ormati on provided under this division for maintenance of

the statewi de voter registration database shall not be used to

update the nane or address of a registered elector. The nane or

address of a reqgistered elector shall only be updated as a result

of the elector's actions in filing a notice of change of nane,

change of address. or both.

(3) The secretary of state nay enter into agreenents to share

information or data with other states or groups of states, as the

secretary of state considers necessary, in order to maintain the

statewi de voter reqistrati on database established pursuant to this
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section. Except as otherwi se provided in this division, the

secretary of state shall ensure that any infornmation or data

provided to the secretary of state that is confidential in the

possession of the state providing the data remains confidenti al

while in the possession of the secretary of state. The secretary

of state may provide such otherw se confidential information or

data to persons or organizations that are engaging in leqitinmte

gover nnental purposes related to the nmi ntenance of the statew de

voter reqgistration database.

(B) The statew de voter registration database established
under this section shall be the official list of registered voters

for all elections conducted in this state.

(C) The statewi de voter registrati on database established
under this section shall, at a mininmum include all of the

fol | owi ng:

(1) An electronic network that connects all board of
el ections offices with the office of the secretary of state and

with the offices of all other boards of el ections;

(2) A conputer programthat harnoni zes the records contained
in the database with records maintai ned by each board of

el ections;

(3) An interactive conputer programthat allows access to the
records contained in the database by each board of elections and
by any persons authorized by the secretary of state to add,
del ete, nodify, or print database records, and to conduct updates

of the dat abase;

(4) A search program capable of verifying registered voters
and their registration information by name, driver's |icense

nunmber, birth date, social security nunber, or current address;

(5) Safeguards and conponents to ensure that the integrity,

security, and confidentiality of the voter registration
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information i s maintained.

(D) The secretary of state shall adopt rules pursuant to

Chapter 119. of the Revised Code doing all of the foll ow ng:

(1) Specifying the manner in which existing voter
regi stration records maintai ned by boards of elections shall be
converted to electronic files for inclusion in the statew de voter

regi strati on dat abase;

(2) Establishing a uniformnethod for entering voter
registration records into the statewi de voter registration
dat abase on an expedited basis, but not |ess than once per day, if

new registration information is received;

(3) Establishing a uniformmethod for purging cancel ed voter
regi stration records fromthe statew de voter registration

dat abase i n accordance with section 3503.21 of the Revised Code;

(4) Specifying the persons authorized to add, delete, nodify,
or print records contained in the statew de voter registration

dat abase and to nake updates of that database;

(5) Establishing a process for annually auditing the
information contained in the statew de voter registration

dat abase_

(6) Establishing a uniform nethod for addressing instances in

whi ch records contained in the statew de voter registration

dat abase do not conformwi th records nmi ntai ned by the bureau of

not or _vehi cl es.

(E) A boardof electionspronptly—shallpurge—a voter's nane

and voter registration information shall be purged fromthe

statewi de voter registrati on database in accordance with the rules
adopted by the secretary of state under division (D)(3) of this
section after the cancellation of a voter's registration under
section 3503.21 of the Revised Code.
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(F) The secretary of state shall provide training in the

operation of the statew de voter registration database to each

board of elections and to any persons authorized by the secretary

of state to add, delete, nodify, or print database records, and to

conduct updates of the database.

(G (1) The statew de voter registration database established

under this section shall be nmade available on a web site of the
of fice of the secretary of state as foll ows:
(a) Except as otherwi se provided in division (G (1)(b) of

this section, enby the following information fromthe statew de

voter registration database regarding a registered voter shall be

made avail able on the web site:
(i) The voter's nane;
(ii) The voter's address;
(iii) The voter's precinct nunber;
(iv) The voter's voting history.

(b) During the thirty days before the day of a primary or
general election, the web site interface of the statew de voter
regi strati on database shall permit a voter to search for the

polling location at which that voter may cast a ballot.

(2) The secretary of state shall establish, by rule adopted
under Chapter 119. of the Revised Code, a process for boards of
el ections to notify the secretary of state of changes in the
| ocations of precinct polling places for the purpose of updating
the informati on made avail able on the secretary of state's web
site under division (Q(1)(b) of this section. Those rul es shal
require a board of elections, during the thirty days before the
day of a primary or general election, to notify the secretary of
state within one business day of any change to the | ocation of a

precinct polling place within the county.
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(3) During the thirty days before the day of a primary or
general election, not later than one business day after receiving
a notification froma county pursuant to division (G (2) of this
section that the location of a precinct polling place has changed,
the secretary of state shall update that information on the
secretary of state's web site for the purpose of division
(G(1)(b) of this section

Sec. 3503.16. (A) Wenever a registered el ector changes the
pl ace of residence of that registered elector fromone precinct to
another within a county or fromone county to another, or has a
change of nane, that registered elector shall report the change by
delivering a change of residence or change of nane form whichever
is appropriate, as prescribed by the secretary of state under
section 3503.14 of the Revised Code to the state or |ocal office
of a designated agency, a public high school or vocational school
a public library, the office of the county treasurer, the office
of the secretary of state, any office of the registrar or deputy
regi strar of notor vehicles, or any office of a board of elections
in person or by a third person. Any voter registration, change of
address, or change of nanme application, returned by mail, may be
sent only to the secretary of state e+, the board of elections, or

to the state departnent or any county departnent of job and famly

services.

A registered elector also nay update the registration of that
regi stered elector by filing a change of residence or change of
nane formon the day of a special, primary, or general election at
the polling place in the precinct in which that registered el ector
resides or at the board of elections or at another site designated

by the board.

(B)y(1)(a) Any registered elector who noves within a precinct

on or prior to the day of a general, primary, or special election
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and has not filed a notice of change of residence with the board
of elections may vote in that election by going to that registered

el ector's assigned polling place in the precinct in which the

registered elector resides, conpleting and signing a notice of

change of residence, showing identification in the formof a
current and valid photo identification, a nmlitary identification
or a copy of a current utility bill, bank statenent, governnent
check, paycheck, or other governnment docunent, other than a—hretice
of—an—electionrmat-ledby a board—ol el ectionrs—under—section
350119 of the Revised Code—o+r a notice of voter registration
mai |l ed by a board of elections under section 3503.19 of the

Revi sed Code, that shows the nanme and current address of the

el ector, and casting a ballot. Hthe elector provides—eithera

(b) Any registered el ector who changes the name of that
regi stered elector and remains within a precinct on or prior to
the day of a general, primary, or special election and has not
filed a notice of change of name with the board of el ections may
vote in that election by going to that registered elector's
assigned polling place, conpleting and signing a notice of a
change of nane, showing the identification required by division
(B)(1)(a) of this section, and casting a previsienal ballot under
seettonr—3506—181otthe Revised-Code.
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(2) Any registered el ector who noves fromone precinct to
another within a county or noves from one precinct to another and
changes the nane of that registered elector on or prior to the day
of a general, primary, or special election and has not filed a
noti ce of change of residence or change of name, whichever is
appropriate, with the board of elections may vote in that election
if that registered elector conplies with division (G of this

section or does all of the follow ng:

(a) Appears at anytinme during regular—business the hours for

casting an absent voter's ballot in person under section 3509.01
of the Revised Code on or after the twenty-eighth sixteenth day
prior to the election in which that registered el ector wi shes to
vot e NI | . o hold I I : o al

. | on—td i fin d . I | on-
through neen six p.m of the Saturday Friday prior to the election
at the office of the board of el ecti ons—appears—at—anytiwe

at—the office of the board of elections~ or at another |ocation

desi gnat ed under division (C of section 3501.10 of the Revised

Code or appears on the day of the election at either of the

follow ng | ocations:

(i) The polling place in the precinct in which that

regi stered el ector resides;

(ii) The office of the board of elections or, if pursuant to
division (C) of section 3501.10 of the Revised Code the board has
desi gnated another location in the county at which registered
el ectors may vote, at that other location instead of the office of

the board of el ections.

(b) Conpletes and signs, under penalty of election

falsification, the witten affirmati on on the provisional ballot

envel ope, which shall serve as a notice of change of residence or
change of nane, whichever is appropriate—andfitesitwth
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(c) Votes a provisional ballot under section 3505.181 of the

Revi sed Code at the polling place in the precinct in which the

regi stered el ector resides, at the office of the board of

el ections, or, if pursuant to division (C) of section 3501.10 of
the Revi sed Code the board has designated another |ocation in the
county at which registered electors may vote, at that other

| ocation instead of the office of the board of elections,

whi chever is appropriate, using the address to which that

regi stered el ector has noved or the nane of that registered

el ector as changed, whichever is appropriate;

(d) Conpl etes and signs, under penalty of election
falsification, a statenent attesting that that regi stered el ector
noved or had a change of name, whichever is appropriate, on or
prior to the day of the election, has voted a provisional ball ot
at the polling place in the precinct in which that registered
el ector resides, at the office of the board of elections, or, if
pursuant to division (C) of section 3501.10 of the Revised Code
the board has desi gnated another |l ocation in the county at which
regi stered electors may vote, at that other l|ocation instead of

the office of the board of elections, whichever is appropriate,

and will not vote or attenpt to vote at any other |ocation for

that particul ar el ection. Fhestatenrent—required—under—div-sion

(O Any registered el ector who noves fromone county to
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anot her county within the state or noves fromone county to

anot her and changes the nane of that reqistered el ector on or

prior to the day of a general, primary, or special election and
has not registered to vote in the county to which that registered
el ector noved may vote in that election if that registered el ector
complies with division (G of this section or does all of the

foll ow ng:

(1) Appears at any tine during regular—business the hours for

casting an absent voter's ballot in person under section 3509.01
of the Revised Code on or after the twenty-—eighth sixteenth day
prior to the election in which that registered el ector w shes to
vot e BT | . o held I I : g ol

, | ot i fih d . I | o,
through neen six p.m of the Saturday Friday prior to the election
at the office of the board of elections or—if—pursuant—toe at

anot her | ocation designated under division (C of section 3501.10

of the Revised Code the beard-hasdesignated-anotherlocationin
I hicl . L ol ’ I I

the board-of elections- or appears on the day of the election at

the either of the follow ng | ocations:

(a) The polling place in the precinct in which that el ector

resides;

(b) The office of the board of elections or, if pursuant to
di vision (C) of section 3501.10 of the Revised Code the board has
desi gnated another location in the county at which registered

el ectors may vote, at that other |ocation instead of the office of
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t he board of el ections;

(2) Conpl etes and signs, under penalty of election

falsification, the witten affirnmation on the provisional ballot

envel ope, which shall serve as a notice of change of residence and

the office of the board of elections or change of nane, whi chever

is appropriate;

(3) Votes a provisional ballot under section 3505.181 of the

Revi sed Code at _the polling place in the precinct in which the

regi stered elector resides, at the office of the board of

el ections, or, if pursuant to division (C) of section 3501.10 of
the Revised Code the board has desi gnated another |ocation in the
county at which registered electors may vote, at that other

| ocation instead of the office of the board of elections, using

the address to which that registered el ector has noved or the nane

of that reqgistered el ector as changed. whichever i s appropriate;

(4) Conpletes and signs, under penalty of election
falsification, a statenent attesting that that registered el ector
has noved from one county to another county within the state or

noved from one county to another and changed the el ector's nane,

whi chever is appropriate, on or prior to the day of the election,

has voted at the office of the board of elections or, if pursuant
to division (C) of section 3501.10 of the Revised Code the board
has desi gnated another |ocation in the county at which registered
el ectors may vote, at that other location instead of the office of
the board of elections, and will not vote or attenpt to vote at
any other location for that particular election. Fhe-statement

¢ od under_divisi L4y ot th : hall be ineluded
| : - ol : : 4 ;e od under_divis
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: L on.
(D) A person who votes by absent voter's ballots pursuant to
division (G of this section shall not make witten application
for the ballots pursuant to Chapter 3509. of the Revised Code.
Bal l ots cast pursuant to division (G of this section shall be set
aside in a special envel ope and counted during the official
canvass of votes in the manner provided for in sections 3505. 32
and 3509. 06 of the Revised Code insofar as that manner is
appl i cabl e. The board shall exani ne the poll books to verify that
no ballot was cast at the polls or by absent voter's ballots under
Chapter 3509. or 3511. of the Revised Code by an el ector who has
voted by absent voter's ballots pursuant to division (G of this
section. Any ballot determ ned to be insufficient for any of the
reasons stated above or stated in section 3509.07 of the Revised

Code shall not be count ed.

Subj ect to division (C of section 3501.10 of the Revised
Code, a board of elections nay | ease or otherwi se acquire a site
different fromthe office of the board at which registered

el ectors may vote pursuant to division (B) or (C of this section

(E) Upon receiving a change of residence or change of nane
form the board of elections shall imediately send the registrant
an acknow edgnent notice. |If the change of residence or change of
nane formis valid, the board shall update the voter's
registration as appropriate. If that formis inconplete, the board
shall informthe registrant in the acknow edgnent notice specified
inthis division of the information necessary to conplete or

update that registrant's registration

(F) Change of residence and change of name forns shall be
avai |l abl e at each polling place, and when these forns are
conmpl eted, noting changes of residence or nane, as appropriate,
they shall be filed with election officials at the polling place.

Election officials shall return conpleted fornms, together with the
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pol | books and tally sheets, to the board of el ections.

The board of elections shall provide change of residence and
change of nane forns to the probate court and court of conmon
pl eas. The court shall provide the forns to any person ei ghteen
years of age or ol der who has a change of nanme by order of the
court or who applies for a marriage |license. The court shall
forward all conpleted forns to the board of elections within five

days after receiving them

(G Aregistered elector who otherwi se would qualify to vote
under division (B) or (C) of this section but is unable to appear
at the office of the board of elections or, if pursuant to
division (C) of section 3501.10 of the Revised Code the board has
desi gnated another |ocation in the county at which registered
el ectors may vote, at that other |ocation, on account of personal
illness, physical disability, or infirmty, may vote on the day of

the election if that registered el ector does all of the follow ng:

(1) Makes a witten application that includes all of the
informati on required under section 3509.03 of the Revised Code to
the appropriate board for an absent voter's ballot on or after the
twenty-seventh twenty-first day prior to the election in which the

regi stered el ector wishes to vote through rReen six p.m of the

Saturday Friday prior to that election and requests that the
absent voter's ballot be sent to the address to which the

regi stered el ector has noved if the registered el ector has noved,
or to the address of that registered el ector who has not noved but

has had a change of nane;

(2) Declares that the registered el ector has noved or had a
change of name, whichever is appropriate, and otherwise is
gqualified to vote under the circunstances described in division
(B) or (C) of this section, whichever is appropriate, but that the
regi stered elector is unable to appear at the board of elections

because of personal illness, physical disability, or infirmty;
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(3) Conpletes and returns along with the conpl et ed absent
voter's ballot a notice of change of residence indicating the
address to which the registered el ector has noved, or a notice of

change of nane, whichever is appropriate;

(4) Conpl etes and signs, under penalty of election
falsification, a statement attesting that the registered el ector
has noved or had a change of nane on or prior to the day before
the election, has voted by absent voter's ballot because of
personal illness, physical disability, or infirmty that prevented
the registered el ector fromappearing at the board of el ections,
and will not vote or attenpt to vote at any other |ocation or by
absent voter's ballot mailed to any other |ocation or address for

that particular election.

Sec. 3503.18. (A (1) The chief health officer of each

political subdivision and the director of health shall file with

the secretary of state and each board of elections, at | east once

each nonth, the nanes, social security nunbers, dates of birth,

dates of death. and residences of all persons. over eighteen vears

of age, who have died within such subdivision or within this state

or _another state, respectively, within such nonth.

(2) The secretary of state and the director of health shall

jointly establish a secure electronic systemthrough which they

shal | exchange the information described in division (A (1) of

this section regarding the death of a reqistered el ector.

(B) At least once each nonth, each probate judge in this
state shall file with the board of elections the nanes and
resi dence addresses of all persons over eighteen years of age who
have been adjudi cated i nconpetent for the purpose of voting, as
provided in section 5122. 301 of the Revised Code. At

(C) At least once each nonth the clerk of the court of common

pleas shall file with the board the nanes and resi dence addresses
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of all persons who have been convicted during the previous nonth
of crimes that woul d di sfranchi se such persons under existing |aws
of the state. Reports of conviction of crines under the | aws of
the United States that woul d disfranchise an elector and that are
provided to the secretary of state by any United States attorney
shall be forwarded by the secretary of state to the appropriate

board of el ections.

(D) Upon receiving a report required by this section, the
board-of el ections—shallpronptlyecancel—the registration of each

el ector named in the report shall be pronptly canceled by the

secretary of state or the board of elections, as applicable. If a

board of elections receives the report, and the report contains a

resi dence address of an elector in a county other than the county
in which the board of elections is |ocated, the director shal
pronptly send a copy of the report to the appropriate board of

el ections, which shall cancel the registration

Sec. 3503.19. (A Persons qualified to register or to change
their registration because of a change of address or change of
name may register or change their registration in person at any
state or local office of a designated agency, at the office of the
registrar or any deputy registrar of notor vehicles, at a public
hi gh school or vocational school, at a public library, at the
office of a county treasurer, or at a branch office established by
the board of elections, or in person, through another person, or
by mail at the office of the secretary of state or at the office
of a board of elections. Aregistered elector nay al so change the
elector's registration on election day at any polling place where
the elector is eligible to vote, in the nanner provi ded under
section 3503.16 of the Revised Code.

Any state or local office of a designated agency, the office

of the registrar or any deputy registrar of notor vehicles, a
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public high school or vocational school, a public library, or the
office of a county treasurer shall transmt any voter registration
application or change of registration formthat it receives to the
board of elections of the county in which the state or |ocal
office is located, within five busi ness days after receiving the

voter registration application or change of registration form

An otherwi se valid voter registration application that is
returned to the appropriate office other than by nail nust be
received by a state or local office of a designated agency, the
office of the registrar or any deputy registrar of notor vehicles,
a public high school or vocational school, a public library, the
office of a county treasurer, the office of the secretary of
state, or the office of a board of elections no |ater than the
thirtieth day preceding a primary, special, or general election
for the person to qualify as an elector eligible to vote at that
el ection. An otherwi se valid registration application received
after that day entitles the elector to vote at all subsequent

el ecti ons.

Any state or local office of a designated agency, the office
of the registrar or any deputy registrar of motor vehicles, a
publ i c high school or vocational school, a public library, or the
of fice of a county treasurer shall date stanp a registration
appl i cation or change of nane or change of address formit
receives using a date stanp that does not disclose the identity of

the state or local office that receives the registration

Voter registration applications, if otherwi se valid, that are
returned by mail to the office of the secretary of state or to the
office of a board of elections nust be postmarked no | ater than
the thirtieth day preceding a primary, special, or genera
el ection in order for the person to qualify as an elector eligible
to vote at that election. If an otherwise valid voter registration

application that is returned by nmail does not bear a postnmark or a
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| egi bl e postmark, the registration shall be valid for that
election if received by the office of the secretary of state or
the office of a board of elections no later than twenty-five days

precedi ng any special, primary, or general election.

(B)(1) Any person may apply in person, by tel ephone, by mail
or through another person for voter registration forns to the
office of the secretary of state or the office of a board of
el ections. An individual who is eligible to vote as a uniforned
services voter or an overseas voter in accordance with 42 U S.C
1973ff-6 also may apply for voter registration fornms by el ectronic
neans to the office of the secretary of state or to the board of
el ections of the county in which the person's voting residence is

| ocated pursuant to section 3503.191 of the Revised Code.

(2)(a) An applicant may return the applicant's conpl eted
registration formin person e—by—nai to any state or | ocal

of fice of a designated agency, to the state departnent or any

county departnent of job and family services, to a public high
school or vocational school, to a public library, to the office of
a county treasurer, to the office of the secretary of state, or to
the office of a board of elections. An applicant who is eligible
to vote as a uniforned services voter or an overseas voter in
accordance with 42 U S. C. 1973ff-6 also may return the applicant's
conmpl eted voter registration formelectronically to the office of
the secretary of state or to the board of elections of the county
in which the person's voting residence is |ocated pursuant to
section 3503.191 of the Revised Code.

(b) Subject to division (B)(2)(c) of this section, an
applicant may return the applicant's conpleted registration form
by mail or through another person to any board of elections or the

office of the secretary of state.

(c) A person who receives conpensation for registering a

voter shall return any registration formentrusted to that person
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by an applicant to any board of elections or to the office of the

secretary of state.

(d) If a board of elections or the office of the secretary of
state receives a registration formunder division (B)(2)(b) or (c)
of this section before the thirtieth day before an el ection, the
board or the office of the secretary of state, as applicable,
shall forward the registration to the board of elections of the
county in which the applicant is seeking to register to vote
within ten days after receiving the application. If a board of
el ections or the office of the secretary of state receives a
regi stration formunder division (B)(2)(b) or (c) of this section
on or after the thirtieth day before an election, the board or the
office of the secretary of state, as applicable, shall forward the
registration to the board of elections of the county in which the
applicant is seeking to register to vote within thirty days after

t hat el ecti on.

(O (1) A board of elections that receives a voter
regi stration application and is satisfied as to the truth of the
statements made in the registration formshall register the
applicant not later than twenty business days after receiving the
application, unless that application is received during the thirty
days i nmmredi ately preceding the day of an election. The board shal

pronptly notify the applicant in witing of each of the foll ow ng:
(a) The applicant's registration;
(b) The precinct in which the applicant is to vote;
(c) In bold type as follows:

"Voters nust bring identification to the polls in order to
verify identity. ldentification nmay include a current and valid
photo identification, a mlitary identification, or a copy of a
current utility bill, bank statenent, governnent check, paycheck

or other government docunent, other than this notification er—=a
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e . : | : L ed | | | of o : _ that

shows the voter's name and current address. Voters who do not
provi de one of these docunents will still be able to vote by
provi di ng t+hetast—Four—digi-ts—of the voter's social security
nunber and by casting a provisional ballot. Voters who do not have
any of the above forms of identification, including a social
security nunmber, will still be able to vote by signing an
affirmation swearing to the voter's identity under penalty of

el ection falsification and by casting a provisional ballot."

The notification shall be by nonforwardable mail. If the mai
is returned to the board, it shall investigate and cause the

notification to be delivered to the correct address.

(2) If, after investigating as required under division (C (1)
of this section, the board is unable to verify the voter's correct
address, it shall cause the voter's nane in the official
registration list and in the poll list or signature pollbook to be
marked to indicate that the voter's notification was returned to
t he board.

At the first election at which a voter whose nanme has been so
mar ked appears to vote, the voter shall be required to provide
identification to the election officials and to vote by
provi sional ballot under section 3505.181 of the Revised Code. If
the provisional ballot is counted pursuant to division (B)(3) of
section 3505.183 of the Revised Code, the board shall correct that
voter's registration, if needed, and shall renobve the indication
that the voter's notification was returned fromthat voter's nane
on the official registration list and on the poll list or
signature poll book. If the provisional ballot is not counted
pursuant to division (B)(4)(a)(i)- or (v)—e—w of section
3505. 183 of the Revised Code, the voter's registration shall be
cancel ed. The board shall notify the voter by United States mail

of the cancell ation.
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(3) If a notice of the disposition of an otherwi se valid
registration application is sent by nonforwardable nail and is
returned undelivered, the person shall be registered as provi ded
in division (C(2) of this section and sent a confirmation notice
by forwardable mail. If the person fails to respond to the
confirmation notice, update the person's registration, or vote by
provi sional ballot as provided in division (C(2) of this section
in any election during the period of two federal elections
subsequent to the nailing of the confirnmation notice, the person's

regi stration shall be cancel ed.

Sec. 3503.20. (A The secretary of state. by rule, shal

establish a secure online process for voter registration. The

rules shall provide for all of the foll ow ng:

(1) An applicant to submt a voter reqistration application

to the secretary of state online through the internet;

(2) The online applicant to be registered to vote, if all of

the foll owi ng apply:

(a) The application contains all of the required information;

(b) The applicant is qualified to register to vote; and

(c) The applicant attests to the truth and accuracy of the

information submtted in the online application under penalty of

election falsification using the applicant's Chio driver's |license

nunber or _the nunber of the applicant's Chio identification card

as proof of the applicant's identity.

(B) If an individual registers to vote or _a reqistered

el ector updates the elector's name, address., or both under this

section, the secretary of state shall obtain an el ectronic copy of

the applicant's or elector's signature that is on file with the

bureau of notor vehicles. That el ectronic signature shall be used

as the applicant's or elector's signature on voter registration
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records, for all election and signature-matchi ng purposes.

(C) The secretary of state shall enpl oy whatever security

neasures the secretary considers necessary to ensure the inteqgrity

and accuracy of voter registration information submtted

electronically pursuant to this section.

Sec. 3503.21. (A) The registration of a registered el ector

shal | be cancel ed upon the occurrence of any of the foll ow ng:

(1) The filing by a registered elector of a witten request
with a board of elections, on a formprescribed by the secretary
of state and signed by the elector, that the registration be
cancel ed. The filing of such a request does not prohibit an
otherwi se qualified elector fromreregistering to vote at any

tine.

(2) The filing of a notice of the death of a reqgistered

el ector as provided in section 3503.18 of the Revised Code;

(3) The filing with the board of elections of a certified

copy of the death certificate of a reqgistered elector by the

deceased el ector's spouse, parent, or child, by the adm ni strator

of the deceased elector's estate, or by the executor of the

deceased elector's wll;

(4) The conviction of the registered elector of a felony
under the laws of this state, any other state, or the United

States as provided in section 2961. 01 of the Revised Code;

33(5) The adjudication of inconpetency of the registered
el ector for the purpose of voting as provided in section 5122. 301
of the Revi sed Code;

53(6) The change of residence of the registered elector to a
| ocation outside the county of registration in accordance with

division (B) of this section;

63(7) The failure of the registered elector, after having
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been mailed a confirmation notice, to do either of the follow ng:

(a) Respond to such a notice and vote at |east once during a
period of four consecutive years, which period shall include two

general federal elections;

(b) Update the elector's registration and vote at |east once
during a period of four consecutive years, which period shal

i ncl ude two general federal elections.

(B)(1) The secretary of state shall prescribe procedures to
identify and cancel the registration in a prior county of
resi dence of any registrant who changes the registrant's voting
residence to a location outside the registrant's current county of
regi stration. Any procedures prescribed in this division shall be
uni form and nondi scrim natory, and shall conply with the Voting
Ri ghts Act of 1965. The secretary of state nmy prescribe
procedures under this division that include the use of the
nati onal change of address service provided by the United States
postal systemthrough its |licensees. Any program so prescribed
shall be conpleted not later than ninety days prior to the date of

any primary or general election for federal office.

(2) The registration of any elector identified as having
changed the elector's voting residence to a |ocation outside the
el ector's current county of registration shall not be cancel ed
unless the registrant is sent a confirnation notice on a form
prescribed by the secretary of state and the registrant fails to
respond to the confirmati on notice or otherw se update the
registration and fails to vote in any election during the period
of two federal elections subsequent to the mailing of the

confirmati on notice.

(C The registration of a registered el ector shall not be
cancel ed except as provided in this section, division Q-(A) (16)
of section 3501.05 of the Revised Code, division (C)(2) of section
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3503.19 of the Revised Code, or division (C) of section 3503.24 of
t he Revi sed Code.

(D) Boards of elections shall send their voter registration
information to the secretary of state as required under section
3503. 15 of the Revised Code. In the first quarter of each
odd- nunbered year, the secretary of state shall send the
information to the national change of address service described in
division (B) of this section and request that service to provide
the secretary of state with a list of any voters sent by the
secretary of state who have noved within the last thirty-six
nont hs. The secretary of state shall transmt to each appropriate
board of elections whatever lists the secretary of state receives
fromthat service. The board shall send a notice to each person on
the list transmitted by the secretary of state requesting
confirmati on of the person's change of address, together with a
post age prepai d, preaddressed return envel ope containing a form on
which the voter may verify or correct the change of address

i nformati on.

(E) The registration of a registered elector described in
division (A 6)}(7) or (B)(2) of this section shall be cancel ed not
| ater than one hundred twenty days after the date of the second
general federal election in which the elector fails to vote or not
| ater than one hundred twenty days after the expiration of the
four-year period in which the elector fails to vote or respond to

a confirmati on notice, whichever is |later.

Sec. 3503.26. (A) Al registration fornms and lists, when not

in official use by the registrars or judges—of elections precinct
el ection officials, shall be in the possession of the board of

el ections. Nanmes and addresses of electors nmay be copied fromthe
registration lists only in the office of the board when it is open

for business; but no such copying shall be pernitted during the

Page 88

2691
2692

2693
2694
2695
2696
2697
2698
2699
2700
2701
2702
2703
2704
2705
2706
2707
2708

2709
2710
2711
2712
2713
2714
2715

2716
2717
2718
2719
2720
2721



S. B. No. 148
As Introduced

period of tinme conmencing twenty-one days before an el ection and
endi ng on the eleventh day after an election if such copying will,
in the opinion of the board, interfere with the necessary work of
the board. The board shall keep in convenient formand avail abl e
for public inspection a correct set of the registration lists of

all precincts in the county.

(B) Notw thstanding division (A) of this section, the board
of elections shall mmintain and nmake avail able for public
i nspection and copying at a reasonable cost all records concerning
the inplenentation of prograns and activities conducted for the
pur pose of ensuring the accuracy and currency of voter
registration lists, including the names and addresses of all
regi stered el ectors sent confirmation notices and whet her or not
the el ector responded to the confirnmation notice. The board shal
mai ntain all records described in this division for a period of

two years.

Sec. 3503.28. (A) The secretary of state shall devel op an
i nformati on brochure regardi ng voter registration. The brochure
shall include, but is not limted to, all of the follow ng

i nformation:

(1) The applicable deadlines for registering to vote or for

returning an applicant's conpleted registration form

(2) The applicable deadline for returning an applicant's
compl eted registration formif the person returning the formis

bei ng conpensated for registering voters;

(3) The locations to which a person nay return an applicant's

conpleted registration form

(4) The location to which a person who is conpensated for
registering voters may return an applicant's conpl eted

regi stration form
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(5) , , : , , :

6> A notice, which shall be witten in bold type, stating as

foll ows:

"Voters nust bring identification to the polls in order to
verify identity. ldentification nmay include a current and valid
photo identification, a mlitary identification, or a copy of a
current utility bill, bank statenent, governnent check, paycheck
or other government docunent, other than a—neticeof anelection
eF a voter registration notification sent by a board of el ections,
that shows the voter's name and current address. Voters who do not
provi de one of these docunents will still be able to vote by
provi di ng thetastfour—digits—of the voter's social security
nunber and by casting a provisional ballot. Voters who do not have
any of the above forns of identification, including a social
security nunber, will still be able to vote by signing an
affirmation swearing to the voter's identity under penalty of

election falsification and by casting a provisional ballot."

(B) herwi ded i divisi D) ot th

{S-(1) The secretary of state shall provide the infornmation

required to be included in the brochure devel oped under division
(A) of this section to any person who prints a voter registration
formthat is nade available on a web site of the office of the

secretary of state.
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(2) If a board of elections operates and nmaintains a web
site, the board shall provide the infornmation required to be
i ncluded in the brochure devel oped under division (A of this

section to any person who prints a voter registration formthat is

made avail able on that web site.

E-(C) As used in this section, "registering voters" includes
any effort, for conpensation, to provide voter registration forns

or to assist persons in conpleting or returning those forns.

Sec. 3505.05. At any tine prior to the seventieth day before

the day of an election at which a question or issue, other than a

statewi de question or issue, is certified to appear on the ballot,

the political subdivision, taxing authority, or other entity that

Page 91

2783
2784
2785
2786
2787

2788
2789
2790
2791
2792

2793

2794

2795

2796

2797

2798

2799

2800

2801

2802

2803

2804
2805
2806

2807
2808
2809
2810



S. B. No. 148
As Introduced

pl aced the issue on the ballot nay renove that issue fromthe

bal | ot using the sane process that the entity used to originally

certify the issue for placenent on the ballot.

Upon receipt of a notification that a question or issue has

been withdrawn, the board of elections shall renove that question

or issue fromthe ballot.

Sec. 3505.11. (A) The ballots, with the stubs attached, shal
be bound into tablets for each precinct, which tablets shal
contain at |east one per cent nore ballots than the tota
registration in the precinct, except as otherw se provided in
division (B) of this section. Upon the covers of the tablets shal
be witten, printed, or stanped the designation of the precinct
for which the ballots have been prepared. Al official ballots
shall be printed uniformy upon the same kind and quality of paper

and shall be of the sane shape, size, and type.

El ectors who have failed to respond within thirty days to any
confirmation notice shall not be counted in deternining the nunber

of ballots to be printed under this section.

(B)(1) A board of elections may choose to provide ballots on
demand. If a board so chooses, the board shall have prepared for
each precinct at least five per cent nore ballots for an el ection

than the nunber specified below for that kind of election:

(a) For a primary election or a special election held on the
day of a prinmary election, the total number of electors in that
preci nct who voted in the primary election held four years

previously or, if no primary election was held four years

previously, the total nunber of electors in that precinct who

voted in a simlarly situated prinary, as determ ned by the board;

(b) For a general election or a special election held on the

day of a general election, the total number of electors in that
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precinct who voted in the general election held four years

previously;

(c) For a special election held at any tinme other than on the
day of a prinmary or general election, the total nunber of electors
in that precinct who voted in the nost recent primary or genera
el ection, whichever of those elections occurred in the precinct

nost recently.

(2) If, after the board conplies with the requirenents of
division (B)(1) of this section, the election officials of a
precinct determne that the precinct will not have enough ballots
to enable all the qualified electors in the precinct who wish to
vote at a particular election to do so, the officials shal
request that the board provide additional ballots, and the board
shal | provide enough additional ballots, to that precinct in a
tinmely manner so that all qualified electors in that precinct who

wish to vote at that el ection nay do so.

Sec. 3505.17. If by accident or casualty the ballots or other
requi red papers, lists, or supplies are |lost or destroyed, or in
case none are delivered at the polling place, or if during the
time the polls are open additional ballots or supplies are
required, the board of elections, upon requisition by tel ephone or
in witing and signed by a najority of the precinct election
judges officials of the precinct stating why such additional

supplies are needed, shall supply them as speedily as possible.

Sec. 3505.18. (A)(1) Wien an el ector appears in a polling
pl ace to vote, the elector shall announce to the precinct election
officials the elector's full nane and current address and provide
proof of the elector's identity in the formof a current and valid
photo identification, a mlitary identification, or a copy of a

current utility bill, bank statenent, governnent check, paycheck
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or other governnment docunent, other than a—neticeof anelection
raHed—by—aboard-of—electtons—under—seet+on—350119-of the
Revi-sed-Code—o+ a notice of voter registration nailed by a board
of el ections under section 3503.19 of the Revised Code, that shows
the nane and current address of the el ector. H—-the—-elector

(2) If an elector has but is unable to provide to the
precinct election officials any of the forns of identification
requi red under division (A)(1) of this section, buthas—aseecial

. ber.—t] I g he : e :
the—elector s—soctal—sectty—hurber—Upon—providingthe social
secuty—hurber—information- the el ector nmay cast a provisiona
bal | ot under section 3505.181 of the Revised Code—the—envelope—-of
which—balot—shalt—inreludethat—social—securitynurber
rformation.

(3) H—an—-electorhas butisunable to providetothe

4 If an el ector does not have any of the forns of
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identification required under division (A (1) of this section and
” I - I I , ol
. I I I I ol
securi-ty—nurber, the elector may execute an affirmati on under
penalty of election falsification that the el ector cannot provide
the identification required under that division er—thetast—four
i ai Y | , ol , I for td

that reason. Upon signing the affirmation, the elector may cast a

provi sional ballot under section 3505.181 of the Revised Code. The
secretary of state shall prescribe the formof the affirnation

whi ch shall include spaces for the elector to conplete all of the

fol |l ow ng:
(a) The el ector's nane;
(b) The elector's address;

(c) The eurrent—date elector's social security nunber, Ghio

driver's license nunber, or state identification card nunber;

(d) The elector's date of birth;
(e) The elector's signature.

53(4) If an el ector does not have any of the forns of
identification required under division (A)(1) of this section and
g he | : i ai . I , al
. .
security—nurber—and if the elector declines to execute an
af firmati on under division (A)4)(3) of this section, the el ector
may cast a provisional ballot under section 3505.181 of the

Revi sed Code, the—envelopeof which ballot shallincludethe
elector-s—namwe but the ballot will not be counted.

6y 1t I has | ocl]  d I :
. o : o :
or_divisi E f i : he el ol
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- . , . .
| - I I .
35065181 -—of theRevised-Code—

(B) After the elector has announced the elector's full nane
and current address and provided any of the forns of
identification required under division (A)(1) of this section, the
el ector shall wite the elector's nanre—and-address signature at
the proper place in the poll list or signature poll book provided
for the purpose, except that if, for any reason, an elector is
unable to wite the el ector's rare—and—eurrent—address signature
in the poll list or signature pollbook, the elector may make the
elector's mark at the place intended for the elector's nane
signature, and a precinct election official shall wite the nane
of the elector at the proper place on the poll list or signature
pol | book followi ng the elector's mark. The maki ng of such a mark
shall be attested by the precinct election official, who shall
evi dence the sanme by signing the precinct election official's nane
on the poll list or signature pollbook as a witness to the nark.
Alternatively, if applicable, an attorney in fact acting pursuant
to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code may sign the elector's
signature in the poll list or signature pollbook in accordance

with that section.

The elector's signature in the poll list or signhature
pol | book then shall be conpared with the elector's signature on
the elector's registration formor a digitized signature list as
provided for in section 3503.13 of the Revised Code, and if, in
the opinion of a majority of the precinct election officials, the
signatures are the signatures of the sane person, the election
officials shall enter the date of the election on the registration
formor shall record the date by other neans prescribed by the
secretary of state. The validity of an attorney in fact's

signhature on behalf of an elector shall be deternined in
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accordance with section 3501. 382 of the Revi sed Code.

If the right of the elector to vote is not then chall enged,
or, if being challenged, the elector establishes the elector's
right to vote, the elector shall be allowed to proceed to use the
voting machine. If voting machines are not being used in that
precinct, the judge in charge of ballots shall then detach the
next ballots to be issued to the elector from Stub B attached to
each ballot, leaving Stub A attached to each ballot, hand the
ballots to the elector, and call the elector's nane and the stub
nunber on each of the ballots. The judge shall enter the stub
nunbers opposite the signature of the elector in the pollbook. The
el ector shall then retire to one of the voting conpartnents to
mark the elector's ballots. No mark shall be made on any ball ot
which would in any way enabl e any person to identify the person
who voted the ballot.

Sec. 3505.181. (A) Al of the follow ng individuals shall be

permitted to cast a provisional ballot at an el ection:

(1) An individual who declares that the individual is a
regi stered voter in the jurisdiction in which the individual
desires to vote and that the individual is eligible to vote in an
el ection, but the name of the individual does not appear on the
official list of eligible voters for the polling place or an
el ection official asserts that the individual is not eligible to

vot e;

(2) ndividual whol ol . ; I
g I | . ¢ oial he : e .
i vidual ol . I . L i yis
A (2) o , . f , I le:
3> An individual who has but is unable to provide to the

el ection officials any of the forns of identification required
under division (A) (1) of section 3505.18 of the Revised Code and
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o he_individual’ : :
: | under_divisi A2) ot 1) Lon

4-(3) An individual who does not have any of the forns of
identification required under division (A)(1) of section 3505.18
of the Revi sed Code—whe—ecannot—provide—thetast—four—di-gits—of

he_individual" I I lor_d AV (2)
: ho i ndivi :

securi-ty—nurbers- and who has—executed executes an affirnation as
permtted under division (A)(3) of that section or declines to

execute an affirmation under division (A)(4) of that section;

53(4) An individual whose nane in the poll list or signature
pol | book has been marked under section 3509.09 or 3511.13 of the
Revi sed Code as havi ng requested an absent voter's ballot or an

armed-service a unifornmed services or overseas absent voter's

ball ot for that election and who appears to vote at the polling

pl ace;

£63(5) An individual whose notification of registration has
been returned undelivered to the board of elections and whose nane
in the official registration list and in the poll list or
si gnature pol | book has been marked under division (C) (2) of
section 3503.19 of the Revi sed Code;

A-(6) An individual who is challenged under section 3505.20
of the Revised Code and the election officials determ ne that the
person is ineligible to vote or are unable to determ ne the

person's eligibility to vote;

£8X(7) An individual whose application or challenge hearing
has been postponed until after the day of the el ection under
division (D) (1) of section 3503.24 of the Revised Code;

£9¥(8) An individual who ehanges—the—indi-vidual—s—narme—and
rerai-As—wi-thi-n—the—preei-net— noves from one precinct to anot her
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within a county, noves fromone precinct to another and changes
the individual's nane, e+ noves fromone county to another within

the state, or nobves fromone county to another and changes the

i ndividual's nane and conpl etes and signs the required fornms and

statenents under division (B) or (C) of section 3503.16 of the
Revi sed Code;

26)3(9) An individual whose signature, in the opinion of the
precinct officers under section 3505.22 of the Revised Code, is
not that of the person who signed that nanme in the registration

f orns;

+35-(10) An individual who is challenged under section
3513. 20 of the Revised Code who refuses to nake the statenent
requi red under that section, who a majority of the precinct
officials find |lacks any of the qualifications to nmake the
i ndividual a qualified elector, or who a majority of the precinct
officials find is not affiliated with or a menber of the political

party whose ballot the individual desires to vote;

Hrdiv-dual—s—soetal—seeurity—nurber (11) An individual who is

casting a ballot after the tine for the closing of the polls under

section 3501.32 of the Revised Code pursuant to a court order
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extending the tine for the closing of the polls.

(B) An individual who is eligible to cast a provisional
bal | ot under division (A) of this section shall be pernmitted to

cast a provisional ballot as follows:

(1) An election official at the polling place shall notify
the individual that the individual may cast a provisional ball ot

in that election.

(2) The individual shall be permitted to cast a provisional
ball ot at that polling place upon the execution of a witten
affirmati on by the individual before an election official at the
pol I ing place stating that the individual is both of the

fol |l ow ng:

(a) Aregistered voter in the jurisdiction in which the

i ndi vi dual desires to vote;
(b) Eligible to vote in that el ection

If the individual declines to execute the affirmation, the

el ection official shall not record any of the information required

to be provided by the individual on the affirmation. The el ection

official shall explain to the individual that the provisiona

ballot will not be counted.

(3) An election official at the polling place shall transmt
the ballot cast by the individual ~ and the voter information
contained in the witten affirmati on executed by the individua
under division (B)(2) of this section—er—theindividualsnareif

he i ndividual _decli I e . to an

appropriate local election official for verification under

i e By o L on

(4) L] : L ocal ol ost] 6 cial I I
: o :

i si E ; i : | : | ndivid :
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o | S , .
counted—as—a—vote+nthat—elect+on—
53(a) At the tinme that an individual casts a provisiona

ball ot, the appropriate |Iocal election official shall give the

i ndividual witten information that states that any individual who
casts a provisional ballot will be able to ascertain under the
system est abl i shed under division (B)5)3(4)(b) of this section
whet her the vote was counted, and, if the vote was not counted,

the reason that the vote was not counted.

(b) The appropriate state or local election official shal
establish a free access system in the formof a toll-free
t el ephone nunber, that any individual who casts a provisional
ball ot may access to di scover whether the vote of that individua
was counted, and, if the vote was not counted, the reason that the
vote was not counted. The free access system established under
this division also shall provide to an individual whose
provi sional ballot was not counted information explaining how that
i ndi vidual may contact the board of elections to register to vote

or to resolve problems with the individual's voter registration

The appropriate state or local election official shall
establish and mai ntai n reasonabl e procedures necessary to protect
the security, confidentiality, and integrity of personal
i nformation collected, stored, or otherw se used by the free
access system established under this division. Access to

i nformati on about an individual ballot shall be restricted to the

i ndi vi dual who cast the ball ot.
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A(5) If an individual casts a provisional ballot pursuant
to division (A 8—H—8)—F2—o+—33)3(7) of this section
the election official shall indicate, on the provisional ballot
verification statenment required under section 3505.182 of the
Revi sed Code, thatthe individualisrequiredtoprovide
addi-tional—nformation—to—the boardof—elections—or that an
application or chall enge hearing has been postponed with respect
to the individual, such that additional information is required
for the board of elections to determne the eligibility of the

i ndi vi dual who cast the provisional ballot.
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whi ch the individual desires to vote, or if, upon review of the
precinct voting location guide using the residential street
address provided by the individual, an election official at the
pol I ing place at which the individual desires to vote determ nes
that the individual is not eligible to vote in that jurisdiction
the election official shall direct the individual to the polling
pl ace for the jurisdiction in which the individual appears to be
eligible to vote, explain that the individual nay cast a

provi sional ballot at the current location but the ballot will not
be counted if it is cast in the wong precinct, and provide the
t el ephone nunber of the board of elections in case the individua

has addi ti onal questions.

(2) If the individual refuses to travel to the polling place
for the correct jurisdiction or to the office of the board of
el ections to cast a ballot, the individual shall be pernmitted to
vote a provisional ballot at that jurisdiction in accordance with
division (B) of this section. If any of the follow ng apply, the
provi sional ballot cast by that individual shall not be opened or

count ed:

(a) The individual is not properly registered in that

jurisdiction.

(b) The individual is not eligible to vote in that election

in that jurisdiction.

(c) The individual's eligibility to vote in that jurisdiction
in that el ection cannot be established upon exani nation of the

records on file with the board of el ections.

(D) The appropriate |ocal election official shall cause
voting information to be publicly posted at each polling place on

the day of each el ection

(E) As used in this section and sections 3505.182 and
3505. 183 of the Revi sed Code:
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(1) "Jurisdiction" neans the precinct in which a person is a

legally qualified elector.

(2) "Precinct voting |ocation guide" nmeans either of the

fol |l ow ng:

(a) An electronic or paper record that lists the correct
jurisdiction and polling place for either each specific
residential street address in the county or the range of
residential street addresses |located in each nei ghborhood bl ock in

the county;

(b) Any other nethod that a board of elections creates that
allows a precinct election official or any elector who is at a
pol ling place in that county to determ ne the correct jurisdiction
and polling place of any qualified el ector who resides in the

county.
(3) "Voting information" neans all of the follow ng:

(a) A sanple version of the ballot that will be used for that

el ecti on;

(b) Information regarding the date of the election and the

hours during which polling places will be open

(c) Instructions on howto vote, including howto cast a vote

and how to cast a provisional ballot;

(d) Instructions for nmail-in registrants and first-tine

voters under applicable federal and state | aws;

(e) General information on voting rights under applicable
federal and state |aws, including information on the right of an
i ndi vidual to cast a provisional ballot and instructions on how to
contact the appropriate officials if these rights are alleged to

have been vi ol at ed;

(f) CGeneral information on federal and state | aws regarding

prohi bitions against acts of fraud and mi srepresentation.
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Sec. 3505.182. Each individual who casts a provisional ballot
under section 3505.181 of the Revised Code shall execute a witten

affirmation. The secretary of state shall prescribe the form of

the witten affirmation__which shall be printed upon the face of

t he provisional ballot envel ope ard——shalH—be—substantialby—as
fol-ows+—
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Sec. 3505.183. (A) Wien the ballot boxes are delivered to the
board of elections fromthe precincts, the board shall separate
the provisional ballot envel opes fromthe rest of the ballots.
Teans of enpl oyees of the board consisting of one nenber of each
maj or political party shall place the seal ed provisional ball ot
envel opes in a secure |location within the office of the board. The

seal ed provisional ballot envelopes shall renain in that secure

location until the validity of those ballots is determ ned under

division (B) of this section. VWhite the provisional—ballotis

(B)(1) To determ ne whether a provisional ballot is valid and
entitled to be counted, the board shall exam ne its the

affirmati on executed by the provisional voter, the statew de voter

regi stration database, and other records nmintained by the board

of el ections and determ ne whet her the individual who cast the

provisional ballot is registered and eligible to vote in the
applicable election. The board shall exam ne the infornmation
contained in the witten affirmati on executed by the individua

who cast the provisional ballot under division (B)(2) of section
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3505. 181 of the Revised Code. Hthe individualdeclinesto

otherwise,—the The following informati on shall be included by the

provi sional voter in the witten affirmation in order for the

provisional ballot to be eligible to be counted:
(a) The individual's printed nanme and,

(b) The individual's signature;

{b)>(c) The individual's date of birth;

(d) The individual's social security nunber, driver's license

nunber, or state identification card nunber, or an affirmation

notation that the individual provided the required identification
under division (A (1) of section 3505.18 of the Revi sed Code;

(e) The individual's residence address;

(f) A statenment that the individual is a registered voter in

the jurisdiction in which the provisional ballot is being voted,;

{er(g) A statenent that the individual is eligible to vote in

the election in which the provisional ballot is being voted.

(2) it he_int : e od be ineluded_ |
: . o : oni
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o o , R |

3> If, in examining a provisional ballot affirmati on and
it | in . I ivisi By (1 L (2} of thi
seetion, the board determnes that all of the follow ng apply, the
provi sional ballot envel ope shall be opened, and the ballot shal

be placed in a ballot box to be counted:

(a) The individual naned on the affirmation is properly

regi stered to vote.

(b) The individual naned on the affirmation is eligible to
cast a ballot in the precinct and for the election in which the

i ndi vi dual cast the provisional ballot.

(c) The individual provided all of the information required
under division (B)(1) of this section in the affirmation that the
i ndi vi dual executed at the tine the individual cast the

provi sional ball ot.

{e) If applicable, the hearing conducted under division (B)
of section 3503.24 of the Revised Code after the day of the

election resulted in the individual's inclusion in the official

registration list.

4-(3)(a) If, in examning a provisional ballot affirnmation

| additi | in . I visi By (1 L (2} of thi

section, the board deternines that any of the follow ng appli es,
the provisional ballot envel ope shall not be opened, and the

bal |l ot shall not be counted:

(i) The individual naned on the affirmation is not qualified

or is not properly registered to vote.

(ii) The individual nanmed on the affirmation is not eligible
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to cast a ballot in the precinct or for the election in which the

i ndi vi dual cast the provisional ballot.

(iii) The individual did not provide all of the information
requi red under division (B)(1) of this section in the affirmtion
that the individual executed at the tine the individual cast the

provi sional ball ot.

(iv) The individual has already cast a ballot for the

el ection in which the individual cast the provisional ballot.

3 If applicable, the hearing conducted under division (B)
of section 3503.24 of the Revised Code after the day of the
el ection did not result in the individual's inclusion in the

official registration |ist.

(b) If, in exam ning a provisional ballot affirmation and

. : . o .

seetion, the board is unable to determine either of the follow ng,

the provisional ballot envel ope shall not be opened, and the
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bal | ot shall not be counted:

(i) Whether the individual naned on the affirmation is

qualified or properly registered to vote;

(ii) Whether the individual named on the affirmation is
eligible to cast a ballot in the precinct or for the election in

whi ch the individual cast the provisional ballot.

(O (1) For each provisional ballot rejected under division
(B)£4)>(3) of this section, the board shall record the nane of the
provi sional voter who cast the ballot, the identification nunber
of the provisional ballot envel ope, the nanes of the el ection
officials who deternmined the validity of that ballot, the date and
time that the determ nation was nade, and the reason that the

bal | ot was not count ed.

(2) Provisional ballots that are rejected under division
(B)4)>(3) of this section shall not be counted but shall be
preserved in their provisional ballot envel opes unopened until the
time provided by section 3505.31 of the Revised Code for the
destruction of all other ballots used at the election for which

ball ots were provided, at which tinme they shall be destroyed.

(D) Provisional ballots that the board determ nes are
eligible to be counted under division (B){3)>(2) of this section
shall be counted in the sane manner as provided for other ballots
under section 3505.27 of the Revised Code. No provisional ballots
shall be counted in a particular county until the board deternines
the eligibility to be counted of all provisional ballots cast in
that county under division (B) of this section for that election
hservers, as provided in section 3505.21 of the Revised Code, nmay
be present at all tinmes that the board is determ ning the
eligibility of provisional ballots to be counted and counti ng
those provisional ballots deternmined to be eligible. No person

shal |l recklessly disclose the count or any portion of the count of
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provisional ballots in such a manner as to jeopardize the secrecy

of any individual ballot.

(E) (1) Except as otherw se provided in division (E)(2) of
this section, nothing in this section shall prevent a board of
el ections from exam ning provisional ballot affirmations anrd
it | inf . I i vis By L (2} of thi
section to determine the eligibility of provisional ballots to be

counted during the ten days after the day of an el ection.

(2) A board of elections shall not exani ne the provisional
bal | ot affirmati on anrd—additienral—nrferration—unrder—di-vi-siens
BHH—and{2)of thissection of any provisional ballot for which
an election official has indicated under division (B)A(5) of
section 3505.181 of the Revised Code that additienal—nierration
. . W he | | of ol . I : I

S he_indivi I .
| ndiovid L . . .
visi By (8} of . ' oy . I le an

application or challenge hearing has been postponed, until any

hearing required to be conducted under section 3503.24 of the
Revi sed Code with regard to the provisional voter is held, or
until the eleventh day after the day of the el ection, whichever is

earlier.

Sec. 3505.20. Any person offering to vote may be chal | enged
at the polling place by any judge—ofelections precinct election

official. If the board of elections has ruled on the question

presented by a challenge prior to election day, its finding and

deci sion shall be final, and the prestdi-rg—fudge voting |ocation
manager shall be notified in witing. If the board has not rul ed,

the question shall be determ ned as set forth in this section. If
any person is so challenged as unqualified to vote, the presiding

fudge voting | ocation nmanager shall tender the person the
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foll owing oath: "You do swear or affirmunder penalty of election
falsification that you will fully and truly answer all of the
foll owi ng questions put to you concerning your qualifications as

an elector at this election."

(A) If the person is challenged as unqualified on the ground

that the person is not a citizen, the judges shall put the

foll ow ng guestions guestion

5 Are you a citizen of the United States?

(B) If the person is challenged as unqualified on the ground

that the person has not resided in this state for thirty days

i medi ately preceding the election, the judges precinct election
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officials shall put the foll ow ng questions:

(1) Have you resided in this state for thirty days
i medi ately preceding this election? If so, where have you
resi ded?

(2) Did you properly register to vote?

(3) Can you provide sonme formof identification containing
your current mailing address in this precinct? Please provide that

identification

(4) Have you voted or attenpted to vote at any other |ocation

inthis or in any other state at this el ection?

(5) Have you applied for an absent voter's ballot in any

state for this election?

If the judges precinct election officials are unable to

verify the person's eligibility to cast a ballot in the election

the judges precinct election officials shall provide to the

person, and the person nay vote, a provisional ballot under
section 3505.181 of the Revised Code. The provisional ballot shal
not be counted unless it is properly conpleted and the board of
el ections determines that the voter is properly registered and

eligible to vote in the election.

(C© If the person is challenged as unqualified on the ground
that the person is not a resident of the precinct where the person

offers to vote, the judges precinct election officials shall put

the foll owi ng questions:
(1) Do you reside in this precinct?
(2) Wien did you nove into this precinct?

(3) When you canme into this precinct, did you cone for a
tenporary purpose nerely or for the purpose of naeking it your

hone?

(4) What is your current nailing address?
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(5) Do you have sone official identification containing your
current address in this precinct? Please provide that

identification

(6) Have you voted or attenpted to vote at any other |ocation

inthis or in any other state at this el ection?

(7) Have you applied for any absent voter's ballot in any

state for this election?

The judges precinct election officials shall direct an

i ndi vidual who is not in the appropriate polling place to the
appropriate polling place. If the individual refuses to go to the

appropriate polling place, or if the judges precinct election

officials are unable to verify the person's eligibility to cast a

ballot in the election, the j(udges precinct election officials

shall provide to the person, and the person nay vote, a

provi sional ballot under section 3505.181 of the Revised Code. The
provi sional ballot shall not be counted unless it is properly
compl eted and the board of elections deternines that the voter is

properly registered and eligible to vote in the el ection.

(D) If the person is challenged as unqualified on the ground
that the person is not of legal voting age, the judges precinct

election officials shall put the foll ow ng questions:

(1) Are you eighteen years of age or nore?
(2) What is your date of birth?

(3) Do you have sone official identification verifying your

age? Pl ease provide that identification.

If the judges precinct election officials are unable to

verify the person's age and eligibility to cast a ballot in the

el ection, the judges precinct election officials shall provide to

the person, and the person nay vote, a provisional ballot under

section 3505.181 of the Revised Code. The provisional ballot shal
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not be counted unless it is properly conpleted and the board of
el ections deternmines that the voter is properly registered and

eligible to vote in the election.

Fhe—presidingfudge—shal—put—such—other—questions—to-the
person—challenged—as—are necessary-to—determnethe person-—s
gualifications—as—anelectorat the eleection— If a person
chal | enged refuses to answer fully any question put to the person,
is unabl e to answer the questions as they were answered on the
registration formby the person under whose nanme the person offers
to vote, or refuses to sign the person's nane or nake the person's
mark, or if for any other reason a majority of the judges precinct

election officials believes the person is not entitled to vote,

the judges precinct election officials shall provide to the

person, and the person nay vote, a provisional ballot under
section 3505.181 of the Revised Code. The provisional ballot shal
not be counted unless it is properly conpleted and the board of
el ections deternmines that the voter is properly registered and

eligible to vote in the el ection.

A qualified citizen who has certified the citizen's intention
to vote for president and vice-president as provi ded by Chapter
3504. of the Revised Code shall be eligible to receive only the

bal | ot containing presidential and vice-presidential candi dates.

However, prior to the nineteenth day before the day of an
el ection and in accordance with section 3503.24 of the Revised
Code, any person qualified to vote may chall enge the right of any
ot her person to be registered as a voter, or the right to cast an
absent voter's ballot, or to make application for such ballot.
Such chall enge shall be made in accordance with section 3503. 24 of
the Revised Code, and the board of elections of the county in
whi ch the voting residence of the challenged voter is situated
shall nmake a final determination relative to the legality of such

regi stration or application.
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Sec. 3505.21. At any primary, special, or general election
any political party supporting candidates to be voted upon at such
el ection and any group of five or nore candi dates nay appoint to
the board of elections or to any of the precincts in the county or
city one person, a qualified elector, who shall serve as observer
for such party or such candidates during the casting and counting
of the ballots; provided that separate observers may be appoi nted
to serve during the casting and during the counting of the
ball ots. No candi date, no unifornmed peace officer as defined by
section 2935.01 of the Revised Code, no uniformed state hi ghway
patrol trooper, no uniformed nenber of any fire departnment, no
uni formed nmenber of the arned services, no uniforned nmenber of the
organized mlitia, no person wearing any other uniform and no
person carrying a firearmor other deadly weapon shall serve as an
observer, nor shall any candi date be represented by nore than one
observer at any one precinct except that a candidate who is a
nmenber of a party controlling commttee, as defined in section
3517.03 of the Revised Code, may serve as an observer. Any
political party or group of candi dates appoi nting observers shal
notify the board of elections of the names and addresses of its
appoi ntees and the precincts at which they shall serve.
Notification shall take place not |ess than el even days before the
el ection on fornms prescribed by the secretary of state and may be
anended by filing an anmendnent with the board of el ections at any
time until four p.m of the day before the election. The observer
serving on behalf of a political party shall be appointed in
witing by the chairperson and secretary of the respective
controlling party commttee. Cbservers serving for any five or
nore candi dates shall have their certificates signed by those
candi dates. Cbservers appointed to a precinct nay file their

certificates of appointnment with the presidingjudge voting
| ocation manager of the precinct at the neeting on the evening

Page 121

3680
3681
3682
3683
3684
3685
3686
3687
3688
3689
3690
3691
3692
3693
3694
3695
3696
3697
3698
3699
3700
3701
3702
3703
3704
3705
3706
3707
3708
3709
3710
3711



S. B. No. 148
As Introduced

prior to the election, or with the presidingjudge voting | ocation
nmanager of the precinct on the day of the election. Upon the

filing of a certificate, the person naned as observer in the
certificate shall be permitted to be in and about the polling
pl ace for the precinct during the casting of the ballots and shal

be permitted to watch every proceedi ng of the judges—of elections

precinct election officials fromthe tinme of the opening until the

closing of the polls. The observer al so may inspect the counting
of all ballots in the polling place or board of elections fromthe
time of the closing of the polls until the counting is conpleted
and the final returns are certified and signed. Cbservers
appointed to the board of elections under this section nmay observe
at the board of elections and may observe at any precinct in the
county. The judges—oef—elections precinct election officials shal
protect such observers in all of the rights and privil eges granted
to themby Title XXXV of the Revised Code.

No persons other than the judges—ofelections precinct

election officials, the observers, a police officer, other persons

who are detailed to any precinct on request of the board of

el ections, or the secretary of state or the secretary of state's
| egal representative shall be admtted to the polling place, or
any roomin which a board of elections is counting ballots, after
the closing of the polls until the counting, certifying, and

signing of the final returns of each election have been conpl et ed.

Not later than four p.m of the twentieth day prior to an
el ection at which questions are to be submitted to a vote of the
people, any committee that in good faith advocates or opposes a
neasure nay file a petition with the board of any county asking
that the petitioners be recognized as the coommittee entitled to
appoi nt observers to the count at the election. If nore than one
committee alleging thenmselves to advocate or oppose the sane

neasure file such a petition, the board shall decide and announce
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by registered mail to each comrittee not |ess than twelve days

i medi ately preceding the el ection which conmttee is recognized
as being entitled to appoint observers. The decision shall not be
final, but any aggrieved party may institute nandamus proceedi ngs
in the court of common pleas of the county in which the board has

jurisdiction to conpel the judges—of elections precinct election

officials to accept the appoi ntees of such aggrieved party. Any

such recogni zed conmittee may appoint an observer to the count in
each precinct. Conmmittees appointing observers shall notify the
board of elections of the names and addresses of its appointees
and the precincts at which they shall serve. Notification shal
take place not |ess than el even days before the election on forns
prescribed by the secretary of state and may be anended by filing
an anmendnent with the board of elections at any time until four
p.m on the day before the election. A person so appointed shall
file the person's certificate of appointment with the presiding

fudge voting | ocation nmanager in the precinct in which the person

has been appointed to serve. Observers shall file their

certificates before the polls are closed. In no case shall nore
than six observers be appointed for any one election in any one
precinct. If nore than three questions are to be voted on, the
conmi ttees whi ch have appoi nted observers nay agree upon not to

exceed six observers, and the judges—of—elections precinct
election officials shall appoint such observers. |If such

committees fail to agree, the judges—eofelections precinct

election officials shall appoint six observers fromthe appointees

so certified, in such manner that each side of the severa

guestions shall be represented.

No person shall serve as an observer at any precinct unless
the board of elections of the county in which such observer is to
serve has first been notified of the nane, address, and precinct
at which such observer is to serve. Notification to the board of

el ections shall be given by the political party, group of
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candi dates, or committee appointing such observer as prescribed in
this section. No such observers shall receive any conpensation
fromthe county, nunicipal corporation, or township, and they

shal|l take the follow ng oath, to be adm nistered by one of the

judges—of elections precinct election officials:

"You do solemly swear that you will faithfully and

inpartially discharge the duties as an official observer, assigned
by law, that you will not cause any delay to persons offering to
vote; and that you will not disclose or communicate to any person

how any el ector has voted at such election."

Sec. 3505.23. No voter shall be allowed to occupy a voting
conmpartment or use a voting machine for nore than fi+e ten ninutes
when all the voting conmpartnents or machines are in use and voters
are waiting to occupy them Except as ot herw se provi ded by
section 3505.24 of the Revised Code, no voter shall occupy a
voting conpartnment or machine with another person or speak to
anyone, nor shall anyone speak to the voter, while the voter is in

a voting conpartnent or machine.

In precincts that do not use voting nmachines the foll ow ng

procedure shall be followed:

If a voter tears, soils, defaces, or erroneously marks a
ball ot the voter may return it to the precinct election officials
and a second ballot shall be issued to the voter. Before returning
a torn, soiled, defaced, or erroneously narked ballot, the voter
shall fold it so as to conceal any narks the voter made upon it,
but the voter shall not renmove Stub A therefrom If the voter
tears, soils, defaces, or erroneously marks such second ball ot,
the voter may return it to the precinct election officials, and a
third ballot shall be issued to the voter. In no case shall nore
than three ballots be issued to a voter. Upon receiving a returned

torn, soiled, defaced, or erroneously marked ball ot the precinct
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election officials shall detach Stub A therefrom wite "Defaced"
on the back of such ballot, and place the stub and the ballot in

the separate contai ners provided therefor

No el ector shall |eave the polling place until the elector
returns to the precinct election officials every ballot issued to
the elector with Stub A on each ballot attached thereto,
regardl ess of whether the el ector has or has not placed any narks

upon the ballot.

Before | eaving the voting conpartnent, the voter shall fold
each ballot narked by the voter so that no part of the face of the
ballot is visible, and so that the printing thereon indicating the
kind of ballot it is and the facsinile signatures of the nenbers
of the board of elections are visible. The voter shall then |eave
the voting conpartnent, deliver the voter's ballots, and state the

voter's nane to the judge precinct election official having charge

of the ballot boxes, who shall announce the nane, detach Stub A
fromeach ballot, and announce the nunmber on the stubs. The judges

precinct election officials in charge of the poll lists or pol

books shall check to ascertain whether the nunber so announced is
the nunber on Stub B of the ballots issued to such voter, and if

no di screpancy appears to exist, the judge precinct election

official in charge of the ballot boxes shall, in the presence of
the voter, deposit each such ballot in the proper ballot box and
shall place Stub A fromeach ballot in the container provided
therefor. The voter shall then i mediately |eave the polling

pl ace.

No bal |l ot delivered by a voter to the judge precinct election

official in charge of the ballot boxes with Stub A detached
therefrom and only ballots provided in accordance with Title XXXV
of the Revised Code, shall be voted or deposited in the ball ot

boxes.

In marking a presidential ballot, the voter shall record the
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vote in the manner provided on the ballot next to the nanmes of the
candi dates for the offices of president and vice-president. Such
bal | ot shall be considered and counted as a vote for each of the
candi dates for election as presidential elector whose nanes were
certified to the secretary of state by the political party of such

nom nees for president and vice-president.

In marking an office type ballot or nonpartisan ballot, the
voter shall record the vote in the manner provided on the ball ot
next to the nane of each candidate for whomthe voter desires to

vot e.

In marking a primary election ballot, the voter shall record
the vote in the manner provided on the ballot next to the nane of
each candi date for whomthe voter desires to vote. If the voter
desires to vote for the nonmination of a person whose name is not
printed on the primary election ballot, the voter may do so hy
witing such person's nane on the ballot in the proper place

provi ded for such purpose.

In marking a questions and issues ballot, the voter shal
record the vote in the nanner provided on the ballot at the |eft
or at the right of "YES" or "NO' or other words of simlar inport
which are printed on the ballot to enable the voter to indicate
how t he voter votes in connection with each question or issue upon

whi ch the voter desires to vote.

In marki ng any ball ot on which a bl ank space has been
provi ded wherein an elector may wite in the name of a person for
whom the elector desires to vote, the elector shall wite such
person's name in such bl ank space and on no other place on the
ball ot. Unless specific provision is made by statute, no bl ank
space shall be provided on a ballot for wite-in votes, and any
nanes witten on a ballot other than in a blank space provided

therefor shall not be counted or recorded.
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Sec. 3505.24. Any el ector who declares to the presidingjudge
of—eleections voting location nmanager that the elector is unable to

mark the elector's ballot by reason of blindness, disability, or
illiteracy may be acconpanied in the voting booth and ai ded by any
person of the elector's choice, other than the elector's enployer
an agent of the elector's enployer, or an officer or agent of the
el ector's union, if any. The elector also may request and receive
assistance in the marking of the elector's ballot fromtwo

el ection officials of different political parties. Any person
provi di ng assistance in the marking of an elector's ballot under
this section shall thereafter provide no information in regard to

the marking of that ballot.

Any judge precinct election official may require a

declaration of inability to be nade by the el ector under oath
before the judge official. Assistance shall not be rendered for
causes other than those specified in this section, and no

candi dat e whose nane appears on the ballot shall assist any person

in marking that person's ballot.

Sec. 3505.26. At the time for closing the polls, the

presidingjudge voting |ocati on manager shall by proclanmation
announce that the polls are closed.

The judges precinct election officials shall then in the

presence of observers proceed as foll ows:

(A) Count the nunber of electors who voted, as shown on the

pol | books;
(B) Count the unused ballots w thout renoving stubs;
(C© Count the soiled and defaced ballots;

(D) Insert the totals of (A, (B), and (C on the report

forms provided therefor in the poll book;
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(E) Count the voted ballots. If the nunber of voted ballots
exceeds the nunber of voters whose names appear upon the
pol | books, the presidingfudge voting |ocation manager shall enter

on the pol |l books an expl anation of that discrepancy, and that

expl anation, if agreed to, shall be subscribed to by all of the
fudges precinct election officials. Any judge precinct officia

having a different explanation shall enter it in the pollbooks and

subscribe to it.

(F) Put the unused ballots with stubs attached, and soil ed
and defaced ballots with stubs attached, in the envel opes or
contai ners provided therefor, certify the nunber, and then proceed
to count and tally the votes in the manner prescribed by section
3505. 27 of the Revised Code and certify the result of the election

to the board of el ections.

Sec. 3505.28. No ballot shall be counted which is marked
contrary to | aw, except that no ballot shall be rejected for any
technical error unless it is inpossible to determine the voter's
choi ce. &

A ballot is marked contrary to | aw and does not contain a

technical error if the voter marks nore selections for a

particul ar office, question, or issue than the nunmber of

sel ections that the voter is allowed by |aw to nake for that

office, question, or issue. A voter nmakes nore selections for a

particular office than the voter is allowed by |law to make for

that office if the voter nmarks the ballot for a candidate and al so

wites in the nane of that candidate as a wite-in vote. The

voter's ballot shall be invalidated for that office, question, or

i ssue, but shall not be invalidated for any other office,

question, or issue for which the voter has not marked an excess

nunber of sel ecti ons.

If two or nore ballots are found fol ded together anong the
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ball ots renoved froma ball ot box, they shall be deened to be
fraudul ent. Such ballots shall not be counted. They shall be
mar ked " Fraudul ent” and shall be placed in an envel ope indorsed
"Not Counted” with the reasons therefor, and such envel ope shal
be delivered to the board of elections together with other

uncount ed ball ots.

No ballot shall be rejected because of being nmarked with ink
or by any witing instrunment other than one of the pencils

provi ded by the board of el ections.

Sec. 3505.29. Fromthe tine the ballot box is opened and the
count of ballots begun until the ballots are counted and
certificates of votes cast are nade out, signed, certified and

given to the presidi-hrg—fudge voting |ocation manager for delivery
to the headquarters of the board of elections, the judges precinct

election officials in each precinct shall not separate, nor shal

a fudge precinct election official |eave the polling place except

from unavoi dabl e necessity. In cases of illness or unavoidabl e
necessity, the board nay substitute another qualified person for

any precinct official so incapacitated.

Sec. 3505.30. Wen the results of the ballots have been
ascertained, such results shall be enbodied in a sunmary st at enent
to be prepared by the judges in duplicate, on forns provi ded by
the board of elections. One copy shall be certified by the judges
and posted on the front of the polling place, and one copy,
simlarly certified, shall be transmtted wi thout delay to the
board in a seal ed envel ope along with the other returns of the
el ection. The board shall, imediately upon receipt of such
summary statements, conpile and prepare an unofficial count and
upon its conpletion shall transmt prepaid, inmediately by
tel ephone, facsinile machine, or other tel econmunications device,

the results of such unofficial count to the secretary of state, or
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to the board of the npbst popul ous county of the district which is
aut hori zed to canvass the returns. Such count, in no event, shal
be made | ater than twelve noon on the day following the el ection
Fhe—board-shaH—also—atthe-sanetine—certify theresults
thereof tothe secretary of state by certifiednmail— The board
shall remain in session fromthe tinme of the opening of the polls,
continuously, until the results of the election are received from
every precinct in the county and such results are communicated to

the secretary of state.

Sec. 3505.31. When the results of the voting in a polling
pl ace on the day of an el ection have been determ ned and entered
upon the proper forns and the certifications of those results have
been signed by the precinct officials, those officials, before
| eaving the polling place, shall place all ballots that they have
counted in containers provided for that purpose by the board of
el ections, and shall seal each container in a nmanner that it
cannot be opened w thout breaking the seal or the material of
whi ch the container is made. They shall also seal the poll book
pol | list or signature pollbook, and tally sheet in a manner that
the data contained in these itens cannot be seen w thout breaking
the seals. On the outside of these itens shall be a plain
indication that they are to be filed with the board. The presiding

fudge voting | ocation manager and an enpl oyee or appoi ntee of the

board of el ections who has taken an oath to uphold the | aws and
constitution of this state, including an oath that the person wll
pronptly and securely performthe duties required under this
section and who is a nenber of a different political party than
the presidingjudge voting location manager, shall then deliver to

the board the containers of ballots and the seal ed pol | book, pol

list, and tally sheet, together with all other election reports,

materials, and supplies required to be delivered to the board.

The board shall carefully preserve all ballots prepared and
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provided by it for use in an el ection, whether used or unused, for
sixty days after the day of the election, except that, if an

el ection includes the nom nation or election of candidates for any
of the offices of president, vice-president, presidential elector,
menber of the senate of the congress of the United States, or
menber of the house of representatives of the congress of the
United States, the board shall carefully preserve all ballots
prepared and provided by it for use in that el ection, whether used
or unused, for twenty-two nonths after the day of the election. If
an election is held within that sixty-day period, the board shal
have authority to transfer those ballots to other containers to
preserve themuntil the sixty-day period has expired. After that

si xty-day period, the ballots shall be disposed of by the board in
a manner that the board orders, or where voting machi nes have been
used the counters may be turned back to zero; provided that the
secretary of state, within that sixty-day period, may order the
board to preserve the ballots or any part of the ballots for a

| onger period of tinme, in which event the board shall preserve

those ballots for that |onger period of tine.

In counties where voting nmachines are used, if an election is
to be held within the sixty days immedi ately following a prinary,
general, or special election or within any period of time within
whi ch the ballots have been ordered preserved by the secretary of
state or a court of conpetent jurisdiction, the board, after
giving notice to all interested parties and affording them an
opportunity to have a representative present, shall open the
compartnments of the machi nes and, w thout unlocking the machines,
shal | recanvass the vote cast in themas if a recount were being
hel d. The results shall be certified by the board, and this
certification shall be filed in the board s office and retained
for the remai nder of the period for which ballots nust be kept.
After preparation of the certificate, the counters may be turned

back to zero, and the machi nes may be used for the el ection.
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The board shall carefully preserve the pollbook, poll |ist or
signhature poll book, and tally sheet delivered to it from each
polling place until it has conpleted the official canvass of the
el ection returns fromall precincts in which electors were
entitled to vote at an election, and has prepared and certified
the abstracts of election returns, as required by I aw. The board
shal |l not break, or permt anyone to break, the seals upon the
pol I book, poll list or signature pollbook, and tally sheet, or
make, or permt any one to nake, any changes or notations in these
items, while they are in its custody, except as provided by
section 3505.32 of the Revised Code.

Pol | books and poll lists or signature pollbooks of a party
primary el ection delivered to the board from polling places shal
be carefully preserved by it for two years after the day of
el ection in which they were used, and shall then be disposed of hy

the board in a manner that the board orders.

Pol | books, poll lists or signature pollbooks, tally sheets,
sumary statenents, and other records and returns of an el ection
delivered to it frompolling places shall be carefully preserved
by the board for two years after the day of the election in which
they were used, and shall then be di sposed of by the board in a

manner that the board orders.

Sec. 3506.021. (A) A board of elections nay adopt the use of

any el ectronic poll book that has been certified for use in this

state in accordance with section 3506.05 of the Revised Code,

instead of using poll lists or signature pollbooks. A board of

elections that opts to use electronic pollbooks shall notify the

secretary of state of that decision.

(B) The secretary of state shall provide each board of

el ections that adopts the use of el ectronic pollbooks under

division (A of this section with rules, instructions, directives,
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and advi sories regardi ng the exam nation, testing, and use of

el ectronic poll books, including rules regarding the sealing of the

information in those poll books as required under section 3505. 31
of the Revi sed Code.

(C) As used in this section, "electronic pollbook"” has the

same _neaning as in section 3506.05 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 3506.05. (A) As used in this section—exeept.

(1) "Electronic pollbook"” neans an el ectronic |list of

regi stered voters for a particular precinct or polling | ocation

that may be transported to a polling |ocation;

(2) Except when used as part of the phrase "tabul ating

equi prent" or "automatic tabul ati ng equi prent "+~

H—FEquiprent™ "equi pnent"” neans a voting machi ne, marking
device, automatic tabul ati ng equi pnent, e+ software, or an

el ectroni c_pol | book.

2+(3) "Vendor" nmeans the person that owns, nmanufactures,
di stributes, or has the legal right to control the use of

equi pnment, or the person's agent.

(B) No voting machi ne, marking device, automatic tabulating
equi prent, or software for the purpose of casting or tabulating
votes or for conmunications anong systens involved in the

tabul ati on, storage, or casting of votes, and no electronic

pol | book, shall be purchased, |eased, put in use, or continued to
be used, except for experinmental use as provided in division (B)
of section 3506.04 of the Revised Code, unless it, a manual of
procedures governing its use, and training materials, service, and
ot her support arrangenments have been certified by the secretary of
state and unl ess the board of elections of each county where the
equi prent will be used has assured that a denonstration of the use

of the equi pnent has been made available to all interested
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el ectors. The secretary of state shall appoint a board of voting
nmachi ne exami ners to exami ne and approve equi pnment and its rel ated
manual s and support arrangenents. The board shall consist of four

nmenbers, who shall be appointed as foll ows:
(1) Two nenbers appointed by the secretary of state.

(2) One nenber appointed by either the speaker of the house
of representatives or the mnority | eader of the house of
representatives, whichever is a nenber of the opposite political

party fromthe one to which the secretary of state bel ongs.

(3) One nenber appointed by either the president of the
senate or the nmnority | eader of the senate, whichever is a nenber
of the opposite political party fromthe one to which the

secretary of state bel ongs.

In all cases of a tie vote or a disagreenent in the board, if
no deci sion can be arrived at, the board shall submt the matter
in controversy to the secretary of state, who shall sumarily
deci de the question, and the secretary of state's decision shal
be final. Each nenber of the board shall be a conpetent and
experienced election officer or a person who is know edgeabl e
about the operation of voting equi pnent and shall serve during the
secretary of state's term Any vacancy on the board shall be
filled in the sanme manner as the origi nal appoi ntnent. The
secretary of state shall provide staffing assistance to the board,

at the board's request.

For the nmenber's service, each nenber of the board shal
receive three hundred dollars per day for each conbination of

mar ki ng devi ce, tabul ating equi pnent, anrd voting nmachi ne__and

el ectroni c poll book exam ned and reported, but in no event shall a

nmenber receive nore than six hundred dollars to exam ne and report
on any one marking device, itemof tabul ating equi pnment, e+ voting

machi ne, _or el ectroni c pol | book. Each nmenber of the board shall be
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rei mbursed for expenses the nenber incurs during an exani nation or
during the performance of any related duties that may be required
by the secretary of state. Rei mbursenent of these expenses shal

be nmade in accordance with, and shall not exceed, the rates

provi ded for under section 126.31 of the Revised Code.

Neit her the secretary of state nor the board, nor any public
of ficer who participates in the authorization, exam nation
testing, or purchase of equipnent, shall have any pecuniary

interest in the equipnent or any affiliation with the vendor.

(O (1) A vendor who desires to have the secretary of state
certify equipnment shall first submit the equi pnment, all current
rel ated procedural manuals, and a current description of all
rel ated support arrangenents to the board of voting machine
exam ners for exam nation, testing, and approval. The subm ssion
shal |l be acconpanied by a fee of eighteen hundred dollars and a
detai |l ed expl anati on of the construction and nethod of operation
of the equipnent, a full statenment of its advantages, and a |i st
of the patents and copyrights used in operations essential to the
processes of vote recording and tabulating, vote storage, system

security, pollbook storage and security, and other crucia

operations of the equi pnent as nay be deternm ned by the board. An
additional fee, in an anount to be set by rules promul gated by the
board, may be inposed to pay for the costs of alternative testing
or testing by persons other than board nmenbers, record-keeping,
and other extraordinary costs incurred in the exam nation process.
Moneys not used shall be returned to the person or entity

submitting the equi pmrent for exam nation

(2) Fees collected by the secretary of state under this
section shall be deposited into the state treasury to the credit
of the board of voting nmachi ne exam ners fund, which is hereby
created. Al noneys credited to this fund shall be used solely for

the purpose of paying for the services and expenses of each nenber
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of the board or for other expenses incurred relating to the

exam nation, testing, reporting, or certification of veting
rachi-ne—devices equi pnent, the performance of any related duties
as required by the secretary of state, or the reinbursenent of any

person submitting an exam nation fee as provided in this chapter

(D) Wthin sixty days after the subm ssion of the equi pnent
and paynment of the fee, or as soon thereafter as is reasonably
practicable, but in any event within not nore than ninety days
after the subnission and paynent, the board of voting machine
exam ners shall exami ne the equipnent and file with the secretary
of state a witten report on the equipnment with its

recommendations and, if applicable, its determination or condition

of approval regardi ng whet her the equi pnent, manual, and ot her
related naterials or arrangenents neet the criteria set forth in
sections 3506.07 and 3506. 10 of the Revised Code and can be safely
used by the voters at el ections under the conditions prescribed in
Title XXXV of the Revised Code, or a witten statenent of reasons
for which testing requires a longer period. The board may grant
tenporary approval for the purpose of allow ng experinmental use of
equi pnent. If the board finds that the equi pnment neets the any
applicable criteria set forth in sections 3506. 06, 3506.07, and
3506. 10 of the Revised Code, can be used safely and, if

applicable, can be depended upon to record and count accurately

and continuously the votes of electors, and has the capacity to be
warr ant ed, nai ntained, and serviced, it shall approve the

equi prent and recomend that the secretary of state certify the
equi prent. The secretary of state shall notify all boards of

el ections of any such certification. Equi pnment of the sane nodel
and make, if it prewdes—for—+recording—oft—voter—intent—system

voting—records operates in an identical manner, may then be
adopted for use at el ections.

Page 136

4151
4152
4153
4154
4155

4156
4157
4158
4159
4160
4161
4162
4163
4164
4165
4166
4167
4168
4169
4170
4171
4172
4173
4174
4175
4176
4177
4178
4179
4180
4181
4182



S. B. No. 148
As Introduced

(E) The vendor shall notify the secretary of state, who shal
then notify the board of voting nmachi ne exani ners, of any
enhancenment and any significant adjustnment to the hardware or
software that could result in a patent or copyright change or that
significantly alters the nethods of recording voter intent, system
security, voter privacy, retention of the vote, communication of
votihg records, and connections between the system and ot her
systens. The vendor shall provide the secretary of state with an
updat ed operations nanual for the equi pnment, and the secretary of
state shall forward the nanual to the board. Upon receiving such a
notification and nanual, the board may require the vendor to
subnit the equipnent to an exami nation and test in order for the
equi prment to remain certified. The board or the secretary of state
shal |l periodically exam ne, test, and inspect certified equi pnent
to determne continued conpliance with the requirenents of this
chapter and the initial certification. Any exam nation, test, or
i nspection conducted for the purpose of continuing certification
of any equi pnment in which a significant problem has been uncovered
or in which a record of continuing problens exists shall be
performed pursuant to divisions (C) and (D) of this section, in
the same manner as the exam nation, test, or inspection is

performed for initial approval and certification.

(F) If, at any tine after the certification of equipnent, the
board of voting machi ne exam ners or the secretary of state is
notified by a board of elections of any significant problemwth
t he equi pment or determ nes that the equipnment fails to neet the
requi rements necessary for approval or continued conpliance with
the requirenments of this chapter, or if the board of voting
machi ne exam ners deternmines that there are significant
enhancements or adjustnments to the hardware or software, or if
noti ce of such enhancenents or adjustnments has not been given as
required by division (E) of this section, the secretary of state

shall notify the users and vendors of that equipnent that
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certification of the equi pment nay be w t hdrawn.

(G (1) The notice given by the secretary of state under
division (F) of this section shall be in witing and shall specify

both of the follow ng:
(a) The reasons why the certification nay be w thdrawn;

(b) The date on which certification wll be w thdrawn unl ess
the vendor takes satisfactory corrective measures or explains why
there are no problens with the equi pnent or why the enhancenents

or adjustnments to the equi pnent are not significant.

(2) A vendor who receives a notice under division (F) of this
section shall, within thirty days after receiving it, submit to
the board of voting machine examiners in witing a description of
the corrective neasures taken and the date on which they were
taken, or the explanation required under division (G (1)(b) of

this section.

(3) Not later than fifteen days after receiving a witten
description or explanation under division (G (2) of this section
froma vendor, the board shall determ ne whether the corrective
nmeasures taken or the explanation is satisfactory to all ow
continued certification of the equipnment, and the secretary of
state shall send the vendor a witten notice of the board' s
determ nation, specifying the reasons for it. If the board has
determ ned that the neasures taken or the explanation given is
unsatisfactory, the notice shall include the effective date of
wi t hdrawal of the certification. This date may be different from
the date originally specified in division (G (1)(b) of this

secti on.

(4) A vendor who receives a notice under division (G (3) of
this section indicating a decision to withdraw certification my,
within thirty days after receiving it, request in witing that the

board hold a hearing to reconsider its decision. Any interested
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party shall be given the opportunity to subnit testinony or
docunentation in support of or in opposition to the board's
recommendation to withdraw certification. Failure of the vendor to
take appropriate steps as described in division (G (1)(b) or to
comply with division (G(2) of this section results in a waiver of

the vendor's rights under division (G (4) of this section

(H) (1) The secretary of state, in consultation with the board
of voting nachine exam ners, shall establish, by rule, guidelines
for the approval, certification, and continued certification of
the voting nachi nes, marking devices, and tabul ating equi pnent .

and el ectronic poll books to be used under Title XXXV of the

Revi sed Code. The guidelines shall establish procedures requiring
vendors or conputer software devel opers to place in escrow with an
i ndependent escrow agent approved by the secretary of state a copy
of all source code and rel ated docunentation, together with

peri odi c updates as they beconme known or avail able. The secretary
of state shall require that the docunentation include a system
configuration and that the source code include all relevant
program statements in low or high-level |anguages. As used in
this division, "source code" does not include variable codes

created for specific elections.

(2) Nothing in any rul e adopted under division (H of this
section shall be construed to limt the ability of the secretary
of state to follow or adopt, or to preclude the secretary of state
fromfollow ng or adopting, any guidelines proposed by the federa
el ection comission, any entity authorized by the federal election
commi ssion to propose guidelines, the el ection assistance
comri ssion, or any entity authorized by the el ection assistance

comm ssion to propose guidelines.

(3)(a) Before the initial certification of any direct
recording electronic voting machine with a voter verified paper

audit trail, and as a condition for the continued certification
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and use of those machines, the secretary of state shall establish
by rule, standards for the certification of those machi nes. Those
standards shall include, but are not |limted to, all of the

fol |l ow ng:

(i) Adefinition of a voter verified paper audit trail as a
paper record of the voter's choices that is verified by the voter
prior to the casting of the voter's ballot and that is securely

retained by the board of el ections;

(ii) Requirenents that the voter verified paper audit trai
shall not be retained by any voter and shall not contain

i ndi vi dual voter information;

(iii) A prohibition against the production by any direct
recording el ectronic voting machi ne of anything that |egally could
be renoved by the voter fromthe polling place, such as a receipt

or voter confirmation;

(iv) A requirenent that paper used in producing a voter
verified paper audit trail be sturdy, clean, and resistant to

degradati on;

(v) Arequirement that the voter verified paper audit trai
shal | be capabl e of being optically scanned for the purpose of
conducting a recount or other audit of the voting machi ne and
shall be readable in a manner that nmakes the voter's ball ot
choi ces obvious to the voter without the use of conputer or

el ectroni ¢ codes;

(vi) Arequirenent, for office-type ballots, that the voter
verified paper audit trail include the nane of each candi date

sel ected by the voter;

(vii) Arequirenment, for questions and issues ballots, that
the voter verified paper audit trail include the title of the
guestion or issue, the nane of the entity that placed the question

or issue on the ballot, and the voter's ball ot selection on that
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guestion or issue, but not the entire text of the question or

i ssue.

(b) The secretary of state, by rule adopted under Chapter
119. of the Revised Code, may waive the requirenent under division
(H(3)(a)(v) of this section, if the secretary of state determ nes

that the requirement is cost prohibitive.

(4)(a) Except as otherwi se provided in division (H)(4)(c) of
this section, any voting machi ne, marking device, or automatic
tabul ating equi pnment initially certified or acquired on or after
Decenber 1, 2008, shall have the nost recent federal certification

nunber issued by the el ection assistance conmmi ssion.

(b) Any voting machi ne, marking device, or automatic
tabul ati ng equi pment certified for use in this state on the
effectivedateof this—amendrent Septenber 12, 2008, shall neet,

as a condition of continued certification and use, the voting

system st andards adopted by the federal election comission in
2002.

(c) A county that acquires additional voting machines,
mar ki ng devi ces, or autonmatic tabulating equipnent on or after
Decenber 1, 2008, shall not be considered to have acquired those
machi nes, devi ces, or equiprment on or after Decenber 1, 2008, for
the purpose of division (H(4)(a) of this section if all of the
foll owi ng apply:

(i) The voting machi nes, narking devices, or autonmatic
tabul ati ng equi prent acquired are the sanme as the machi nes,

devi ces, or equi pnment currently used in that county.

(ii) The acquisition of the voting machi nes, marking devices,
or automatic tabul ating equi pnent does not replace or change the

primary voting systemused in that county.

(iii) The acquisition of the voting nachines, marking

devi ces, or automatic tabul ating equipnment is for the purpose of
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repl aci ng i noperabl e nachi nes, devices, or equiprment or for the
pur pose providing additional nmachi nes, devices, or equipnent
required to neet the allocation requirenments established pursuant
to division (1) of section 3501.11 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 3506.12. In counties where marking devices, automatic
tabul ati ng equi pment, voting machi nes, or any comnbinati on of these

are in use or are to be used, the board of elections:

(A) May conbine, rearrange, and enlarge precincts; but the
board shall arrange for a sufficient nunber of these devices to
accommodat e t he nunber of electors in each precinct as determ ned
by the nunmber of votes cast in that precinct at the nost recent
el ection for the office of governor, taking into consideration the
size and | ocation of each selected polling place, avail able
par ki ng, handi cap accessibility and other accessibility to the
polling place, and the nunber of candi dates and issues to be voted
on. Notwi t hstandi ng section 3501.22 of the Revised Code, the board
may appoint nore than four precinct officers to each precinct if
this is made necessary by the nunber of voting nachines to be used

in that precinct.

(B) Except as otherw se provided in this division, shal
establish one or nore counting stations to receive voted ballots
and ot her precinct election supplies after the polling precincts
are closed. Those stations shall be under the supervision and
direction of the board of elections. Processing and counting of
voted ballots, and the preparati on of summary sheets, shall be
done in the presence of observers approved by the board. A
certified copy of the summary sheet for the precinct shall be
posted at each counting station inmediately after conpletion of
the sumary sheet.

Hr—counttes—wherepunch—cardbalots—are—used—one—or—npre
countng—stattons—located—at—the board-of —elections—shatt—be
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Lshed. el .
counted—

: , : . -  cod Code.

Sec. 3506.15. The secretary of state shall provide each board
of elections with rules, instructions, directives, and advisories
regardi ng the exam nation, testing, and use of the voting nachi ne
and tabul ati ng equi pnent, the assignnent of duties of booth
officials, the procedure for casting a vote on the nmachine, and
how t he vote shall be tallied and reported to the board, and with
other rules, instructions, directives, and advisories the
secretary of state finds necessary to ensure the adequate care and
custody of voting equi pnment, and the accurate registering,
counting, and canvassing of the votes as required by this chapter.
The boards of elections shall be charged with the responsibility
of providing for the adequate instruction of voters and el ection
officials in the proper use of the voting nachine and marki ng
devi ces. Fhebeards—instructions—shalH—inelude—in—ecounties—where

The secretary of state's rules, instructions, directives, and
advi sories provided under this section shall conply, insofar as
practicable, with this chapter. The provisions of Title XXXV of
the Revi sed Code, not inconsistent with the provisions relating to
voting machi nes, apply in any county using a voting machine.

n 1] 1] 1]
)

Sec. 3509.01. (A) The board of elections of each county shal
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provi de absent voter's ballots for use at every prinmary and
general election, or special election to be held on the day
specified by division (E) of section 3501.01 of the Revised Code
for the holding of a primary el ection, designated by the genera
assenbly for the purpose of submitting constitutional anendnents
proposed by the general assenbly to the voters of the state. Those
ball ots shall be the sane size, shall be printed on the sane kind
of paper, and shall be in the sanme form as has been approved for
use at the election for which those ballots are to be voted;
except that, in counties using nmarking devices, ballot cards nay
be used for absent voter's ballots, and those absent voters shal
be instructed to record the vote in the manner provided on the
bal | ot cards. lA—-countieswhere punch-card ballots are used—those
absent—veoters shall-be tnstructed-toexamnethelr—rmarked-ballot
. .
. . cials.

(B) The rotation of names of candi dates and questi ons and
i ssues shall be substantially conplied with on absent voter's
ballots, within the limtation of tine allotted. Those ballots

n

shal | be designated as "Absent Voter's Ballots." Except as
ot herwi se provided in division (D) of this section, those ballots

shall be printed and ready for use as foll ows:

(1) For overseas voters and absent uniformed services voters
eligible to vote under the Uniforned and Overseas Citizens
Absentee Voting Act, Pub. L. No. 99-410, 100 Stat. 924, 42 U S.C
1973ff, et seq., as anended, ballots shall be printed and ready

for use on the forty-fifth day before the day of the el ection.

(2) For all ether voters, other than overseas voters and

absent uniforned services voters, who are applying to vote absent

voter's ballots other than in person, ballots shall be printed and
ready for use on the thirty—Ffi+th twenty-first day before the day

of the el ection.
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(3) For all voters who are applying to vote absent voter's

ballots in person, ballots shall be printed and ready for use

bedi nning on the sixteenth day before the day of the election and

shall continue to be available for use through six p.m on the

| ast Friday before the day of the election., except that ballots

shall not be available for use on Sunday. On the days in which

absent voter's ballots are available for use in person, those

ballots shall be available fromeight a.m through six p.m Mnday

through Friday, and fromeight a.m through twelve p.m on

Sat ur day.

(C) Absent voter's ballots provided for use at a general or
primary election, or special election to be held on the day
specified by division (E) of section 3501.01 of the Revised Code
for the holding of a primary el ection, designated by the genera
assenbly for the purpose of submitting constitutional anendnents
proposed by the general assenbly to the voters of the state, shall
i nclude only those questions, issues, and candi daci es that have
been lawfully ordered submitted to the electors voting at that

el ecti on.

(D) If the laws governing the holding of a special election
on a day other than the day on which a primary or general election
is held make it inpossible for absent voter's ballots to be
printed and ready for use by the deadlines established in division
(B) of this section, absent voter's ballots for those speci al
el ections shall be ready for use as many days before the day of
the el ection as reasonably possible under the |aws governing the

hol di ng of that special election.

(E) A copy of the absent voter's ballots shall be forwarded
by the director of the board in each county to the secretary of

state at |east twenty-five days before the el ection.

n 1] 1] 1]
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Sec. 3509.03. Except as provided in section 3509.031 or
di vision (B) of section 3509.08 of the Revised Code, any qualified
el ector desiring to vote absent voter's ballots at an el ection
shall make witten application for those ballots to the director
board of elections of the county in which the elector’'s voting
residence is | ocated. The application need not be in any

particular formbut shall contain all of the follow ng:
(A) The el ector's nane;
(B) The elector's signature;
(C The address at which the elector is registered to vote;
(D) The elector's date of birth;
(E) One of the follow ng:

(1) The elector's driver's |icense nunber;

(2) The last—tfour—digits—ofthe elector's social security

nunber ;

(3) A copy of the elector's current and valid photo
identification, a copy of a mlitary identification, or a copy of
a current utility bill, bank statenent, government check
paycheck, or other governnent docunment, other than a—netice of an
electi-on—naited-by—a -board—of—elections—under—section—350119 of
the—Revised—Code—or a notice of voter registration nmailed by a
board of el ections under section 3503.19 of the Revi sed Code, that

shows the nane and address of the el ector.

(F) A statenment identifying the election for which absent

voter's ballots are requested;

(G A statenment that the person requesting the ballots is a

qualified el ector

(H If the request is for primary election ballots, the

el ector's party affiliation;
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(1) If the elector desires ballots to be mailed to the

el ector, the address to which those ballots shall be nmil ed.

Each application for absent voter's ballots shall be
delivered to the di+eeter board not earlier than the first day of

January of the year of the elections for which the absent voter's
bal | ots are requested or not earlier than ninety days before the
day of the election at which the ballots are to be voted,

whi chever is earlier, and not |ater than twelve noon of the third
day before the day of the election at which the ballots are to be
voted, or not later than the close of regul ar business hours on
the day before the day of the election at which the ballots are to
be voted if the application is delivered in person to the office
of the board.

A board of elections shall not nmail any unsolicited

applications for absent voter's ballots. A board shall only mil

an_absent voter's ballot application to an el ector who has

reqguested such an application fromthe board. A board of el ections

that mails an absent voter's ballot application to an el ector

under this section shall not prepay the return postage for that

application.

Sec. 3509.031. (A) Any qualified elector who is a nmenber of
the organized nmilitia called to active duty within the state and
who will be unable to vote on el ection day on account of that
active duty nay nake witten application for absent voter's
ballots to the d&i+eetoer board of elections for the county in which
the elector's voting residence is |ocated. The el ector may

personal |y deliver the application to the director office of the

board or may nmil it, send it by facsinile nachine, or otherw se
send it to the éi+reetoer board. The application need not be in any

particular formbut shall contain all of the follow ng:

(1) The elector's nane;
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(2) The elector's signature;

(3) The address at which the elector is registered to vote;
(4) The elector's date of birth;

(5) One of the follow ng:

(a) The elector's driver's |icense nunber;

(b) The lastfourdigitsof the elector's social security

nunber ;

(c) A copy of the elector's current and valid photo
identification, a copy of a mlitary identification, or a copy of
a current utility bill, bank statenment, governnent check
paycheck, or other governnent docunent, other than a—neticeof an
election—naited-by—a-board—of—elections—under—section—3501419 of
the Revised Code—or a notice of voter registration nailed by a
board of el ections under section 3503.19 of the Revised Code, that

shows the nane and address of the el ector.

(6) A statenment identifying the election for which absent

voter's ballots are requested;

(7) A statenment that the person requesting the ballots is a

qualified el ector

(8) A statement that the elector is a nenber of the organized

mlitia serving on active duty within the state;

(9) If the request is for primary election ballots, the

elector's party affiliation;

(10) If the elector desires ballots to be nailed to the

el ector, the address to which those ballots shall be nmil ed;

(11) If the elector desires ballots to be sent to the elector
by facsimle machine, the tel ephone nunber to which they shall be

SO sent.

(B) Application to have absent voter's ballots mailed or sent
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by facsimle machine to a qualified elector who is a nenber of the
organized nilitia called to active duty within the state and who
will be unable to vote on election day on account of that active
duty may be nade by the spouse of the nmilitia nenber or the
father, nother, father-in-law, nother-in-Iaw, grandfather,
grandnot her, brother or sister of the whole blood or half blood,
son, daughter, adopting parent, adopted child, stepparent,
stepchild, uncle, aunt, nephew, or niece of the mlitia nenber.
The application shall be in witing upon a blank form furni shed
only by the director board of elections. The formof the
application shall be prescribed by the secretary of state. The
di+eetoer board shall furnish that blank formto any of the

relatives specified in this division desiring to make the

application, only upon the request of such a relative in person at
the office of the board or upon the witten request of such a
relative mailed to the office of the board. The application
subscri bed and sworn to by the applicant, shall contain all of the

fol |l ow ng:

(1) The full name of the elector for whomballots are

request ed;

(2) A statenent that such person is a qualified elector in

the county;
(3) The address at which the elector is registered to vote;
(4) The elector's date of birth;
(5) One of the follow ng:

(a) The elector's driver's |icense nunber;

(b) The lastfour digitsof the elector's social security

nunber ;

(c) A copy of the elector's current and valid photo

identification, a copy of a mlitary identification, or a copy of
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a current utility bill, bank statenent, governnent check

paycheck, or other governnent docunent, other than a—neticeofan
I . 1 ed | I L of el . I . . :

theRevisedCode—or a notice of voter registration nailed by a
board of el ections under section 3503.19 of the Revised Code, that

shows the nane and address of the el ector.

(6) A statenent identifying the election for which absent

voter's ballots are requested;

(7) A statenment that the elector is a nenber of the organized

mlitia serving on active duty within the state;

(8) If the request is for primary election ballots, the

elector's party affiliation;

(9) A statenent that the applicant bears a relationship to

the elector as specified in division (B) of this section;

(10) The address to which ballots shall be mailed or
t el ephone nunber to which ballots shall be sent by facsinile

machi ne;

(11) The signature and address of the person making the

appl i cati on.

(C Applications to have absent voter's ballots mailed or
sent by facsimle machine shall not be valid if dated, postnarked,
or received by the direeter board prior to the ninetieth day
before the day of the election for which ballots are requested or
if delivered to the ditrector board | ater than twel ve noon of the
third day preceding the day of such election. If, after the
ninetieth day and before four p.m of the day before the day of an
el ection, a valid application for absent voter's ballots is
delivered to the di+reetor—of—elections—at—the office of the board
by a mlitia nenber nmeking application in the mlitia nmenber's own
behal f, the ditreetor board shall forthwith deliver to the mlitia

nmenber all absent voter's ballots then ready for use, together
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with an identification envelope. The nilitia nenber shall then
vote the absent voter's ballots in the manner provided in section
3509. 05 of the Revised Code.

(D) A board of elections shall not mail any unsolicited

applications for absent voter's ballots. A board shall only mail

an_absent voter's ballot application to an el ector who has

requested such an application fromthe board. A board of el ections

that mails an absent voter's ballot application to an el ector

under this section shall not prepay the return postage for that

application.

Sec. 3509.04. (A If a—director—of a board of elections
recei ves an application for absent voter's ballots that does not
contain all of the required information, the di+eeter board
pronptly shall notify the applicant of the additional informtion
required to be provided by the applicant to conplete that

appl i cati on.

(B) Upon receipt by the-direetor a board of elections of an
application for absent voter's ballots that contains all of the
required i nformation, as provided by sections 3509.03 and 3509. 031
and division (G of section 3503.16 of the Revised Code, the
eireector board, if the direetor board finds that the applicant is
a qualified elector, shall deliver to the applicant in person or
mail directly to the applicant by special delivery nail, air mil,
or regular mail, postage prepaid, proper absent voter's ballots.
The di+eetoer board shall deliver or mail with the ballots an
unseal ed identification envel ope upon the face of which shall be
printed a formsubstantially as foll ows:

"ldentification Envel ope Statenment of Voter

L, (Nanme of voter), declare under
penalty of election falsification that the within ballot or

bal l ots contai ned no voting marks of any kind when | received
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them and | caused the ballot or ballots to be marked, enclosed in

the identification envel ope, and sealed in that envel ope.

My voting residence in Chio is

(Street and Nunber, if any, or Rural Route and Nunber)

Of (Gty, Village, or Townshi p)
Chio, whichis in Wrd ............... Precinct ................

inthat city, village, or township.

The primary election ballots, if any, within this envel ope

are primary election ballots of the ............. Party.

Bal | ots contained within this envel ope are to be voted at the
.......... (general, special, or primary) election to be held on

the ... .. . . day of ...... ... ... ... ... ,

.......... (Year).
(Voter must provide one of the follow ng:)

My driver's license nunber is ............... (Driver's

i cense nunber).

Fhetast—four—di-gi-ts—ef—mr M/ Social Security Nunber are is
............... (bast—+our—di-gits—of Social Security Nunber).

...... In lieu of providing a driver's |license nunber or the
tastfour—digits—oef ny Social Security Nunmber, | amenclosing a
copy of one of the following in the return envelope in which this
identification envelope will be mailed: a current and valid photo
identification, a mlitary identification, or a current utility

bill, bank statenent, government check, paycheck, or other

gover nment docunent, other than a—nretiece—of—an—electionrailedby

a notice of voter registration nailed by a board of el ections,

that shows ny nane and address.
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| hereby declare, under penalty of election falsification,

that the statenents above are true, as | verily believe.

(Signature of Voter)

VWHCEVER COW TS ELECTI ON FALSI FI CATION IS GUILTY OF A FELONY OF
THE FI FTH DEGREE. "

The di+reetor board of elections shall mail with the ballots

and the unseal ed identification envel ope an unseal ed return

envel ope upon the face of which shall be printed the official
title and post-office address of the direeter board. In the upper

| eft corner on the face of the return envel ope, several bl ank
l'ines shall be printed upon which the voter may wite the voter's
nane and return address. The return envel ope shall be of such size
that the identification envel ope can be conveniently placed within
it for returning the identification envelope to the direector

boar d.

Sec. 3509.05. (A) Wen an el ector receives an absent voter's
bal | ot pursuant to the elector's application or request, the
el ector shall, before placing any marks on the ballot, note
whet her there are any voting marks on it. If there are any voting
mar ks, the ballot shall be returned i Mmediately to the board of
el ections; otherwi se, the elector shall cause the ballot to be
mar ked, folded in a manner that the stub on it and the
i ndorsenments and facsinile signatures of the nenbers of the board
of elections on the back of it are visible, and placed and seal ed
within the identification envel ope received fromthe di+rector
board of elections for that purpose. Then, the elector shall cause
the statenent of voter on the outside of the identification
envel ope to be conpl eted and signed, under penalty of election

fal sification.

If the elector does not provide the elector's driver's
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i cense nunber or thelast four—digits—of the elector's social

security nunber on the statenent of voter on the identification
envel ope, the elector also shall include in the return envel ope
with the identification envel ope a copy of the elector's current
valid photo identification, a copy of a mlitary identification

or a copy of a current utility bill, bank statement, governnent
check, paycheck, or other government docunent, other than a—netice
of—an—eleetionrai-ted—bya board—ot el ections—under—section
3501419 of the Revised Code—o+r a notice of voter registration
nmai | ed by a board of elections under section 3503.19 of the

Revi sed Code, that shows the nane and address of the el ector.

The elector shall nmail the identification envelope to the
di-+eetor board of elections fromwiem which it was received in the
return envel ope, postage prepaid, or the elector may personally
deliver it to the direetor office of the board, or the spouse of

the elector, the father, nother, father-in-law, npther-in-I|aw,

gr andf at her, grandnother, brother, or sister of the whole or half
bl ood, or the son, daughter, adopting parent, adopted child,

st epparent, stepchild, uncle, aunt, nephew, or niece of the

el ector may deliver it to the direetor board. The return envel ope
shall be transmtted to the direector board in no other nmanner
except as provided in section 3509.08 of the Revised Code.

When absent voter's ballots are delivered to an el ector at
the office of the board, the elector may retire to a voting
compartment provided by the board and there nmark the ball ots.
Thereupon, the elector shall fold them place themin the
identification envel ope provided, seal the envelope, fill in and
sign the statenent on the envel ope under penalty of election
falsification, and deliver the envel ope to the direetor—efthe

boar d.

Except as otherwi se provided in division (B) of this section,

all other envel opes containing marked absent voter's ballots shal
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be delivered to the ditreetor board not |l ater than the close of the
polls on the day of an el ection. Absent voter's ballots delivered
to the direector board later than the tines specified shall not be
counted, but shall be kept by the board in the seal ed
identification envelopes in which they are delivered to the
di+eetoer board, until the tinme provided by section 3505.31 of the
Revi sed Code for the destruction of all other ballots used at the
el ection for which ballots were provided, at which tinme they shal

be destroyed.

(B) (1) Except as otherw se provided in division (B)(2) of
this section, any return envelope that is postmarked prior to the
day of the election shall be delivered to the é&i+eeter board prior
to the eleventh day after the election. Ballots delivered in
envel opes postmarked prior to the day of the election that are
received after the close of the polls on election day through the
tenth day thereafter shall be counted on the eleventh day at the
board of elections in the manner provided in divisions (C and (D)
of section 3509.06 of the Revised Code. Any such ballots that are
recei ved by the direetor board later than the tenth day foll ow ng
the election shall not be counted, but shall be kept by the board
in the sealed identification envel opes as provided in division (A

of this section.

(2) Division (B)(1) of this section shall not apply to any
mai |l that is postnarked using a postage evidencing system

i ncluding a postage nmeter, as defined in 39 C F. R 501.1.

(C) Upon receipt of any return envel ope prior to the el eventh

day after the day of any election, the board of el ections shal

open it but shall not open the identification envel ope contained

init. If, upon so opening the return envel ope, the board finds

ballots in it that are not enclosed in and properly sealed in the

identification envel ope, the board shall not | ook at the nmarkings

upon the ballots and shall pronptly place themin the
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identification envelope and pronptly seal it. If, upon so opening

the return envel ope, the board finds that ballots are encl osed in

the identification envelope but that it is not properly seal ed,

the board shall not |ook at the marki ngs upon the ballots and

shall pronptly seal the identification envel ope.

Sec. 3509.06. (A) The board of elections shall determ ne
whet her absent voter's ballots shall be counted in each precinct,
at the office of the board, or at some other |ocation designated
by the board, and shall proceed accordingly under division (B) or

(O of this section.

(B) Wien the board of elections determ nes that absent
voter's ballots shall be counted in each precinct, the di+rector
board shall deliver to the presidingjudge voting |ocation nanager

of each precinct on election day identification envel opes
purporting to contain absent voter's ballots of electors whose
voting residence appears fromthe statenment of voter on the
out si de of each of those envel opes, to be located in such
presidingjudge—s that manager's precinct, and which were received
by the di+reetoer board not l|ater than the close of the polls on

el ection day. The di+reetor board shall deliver to sueh—presiding

judge the voting |ocation manager a |ist containing the name and

voting residence of each person whose voting residence is in such

precinct to whom absent voter's ballots were nmil ed.

(O Wen the board of elections determ nes that absent
voter's ballots shall be counted at the office of the board of
el ections or at another |ocation designated by the board, special
el ection judges officials shall be appointed by the board for that
pur pose having the sane authority as is exercised by precinct
fudges el ection officials. The votes so cast shall be added to the
vote totals bythebeard for the precincts in which the applicable

absent voters reside, and the absent voter's ballots shall be
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preserved separately by the board, in the sanme manner and for the
same | ength of time as provided by section 3505.31 of the Revised
Code.

(D) Each of the identification envel opes purporting to
contain absent voter's ballots delivered to the presidingjudge

voting | ocation manager of the precinct or the special j(udge

el ection official appointed by the board of elections shall be

handl ed as follows: The election officials shall conpare the
signhature of the elector on the outside of the identification
envel ope with the signature of that elector on the elector's
registration formand verify that the absent voter's ballot is
eligible to be counted under section 3509.07 of the Revised Code.
Any of the precinct officials may chall enge the right of the

el ector named on the identification envelope to vote the absent
voter's ballots upon the ground that the signature on the envel ope
is not the sanme as the signature on the registration form that

the identification envel ope statenent of voter has not been

conpl eted, or upon any other of the grounds upon which the right
of persons to vote may be lawfully challenged. If no such
challenge is made, or if such a challenge is nmade and not
sust ai ned, the presidingjudge voting |location manager shall open

the envel ope without defacing the statenent of voter and wi thout

nmutilating the ballots in it, and shall renove the ballots

contained in it and proceed to count them

The nanme of each person voting who is entitled to vote only
an absent voter's presidential ballot shall be entered in a
pol I book or poll Iist or signature pollbook foll owed by the words
"Absentee Presidential Ballot."” The nane of each person voting an
absent voter's ballot, other than such persons entitled to vote
only a presidential ballot, shall be entered in the pollbook or
poll list or signature pollbook and the person's registration card

mar ked to indicate that the person has voted.
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The date of such election shall also be entered on the
elector's registration form If any such challenge is made and
sust ai ned, the identification envel ope of such el ector shall not
be opened, shall be endorsed "Not Counted" with the reasons the

ball ots were not counted, and shall be delivered to the board.

(E) Special election judges officials, enployees or nenbers
of the board of el ections, or observers shall not disclose the
count or any portion of the count of absent voter's ballots prior
to the tine of the closing of the polling places. No person shal
reckl essly disclose the count or any portion of the count of
absent voter's ballots in such a manner as to jeopardi ze the

secrecy of any individual ballot.

(F) Observers may be appoi nted under section 3505.21 of the
Revi sed Code to witness the exam nati on and openi ng of
identification envel opes and the counting of absent voters

bal | ots under this section

Sec. 3509.07. If election officials find that the statement
acconpanyi ng an absent voter's ballot or absent voter's
presidential ballot is insufficient, that the signatures do not
correspond with the person's registration signature, that the
applicant is not a qualified elector in the precinct, that the
bal | ot envel ope contains nore than one ballot of any one kind, or
any voted ballot that the elector is not entitled to vote, that
Stub A is detached+froemnot included in the envelope with the

absent voter's ballot or absent voter's presidential ballot, or

that the elector has not included with the elector's ballot any
identification required under section 3509.05 or 3511.09 of the
Revi sed Code, the vote shall not be accepted or counted. The vote
of any absent voter may be chall enged for cause in the sanme manner
as other votes are challenged, and the election officials shal

determine the legality of that ballot. Every ballot not counted
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shal | be endorsed on its back "Not Counted" with the reasons the
bal | ot was not counted, and shall be enclosed and returned to or
retained by the board of elections along with the contested

bal | ot s.

Sec. 3509.08. (A) Any qualified elector, who, on account of
the elector's own personal illness, physical disability, or
infirmty, or on account of the elector's confinement in a jail or
wor khouse under sentence for a misdeneanor or awaiting trial on a
felony or msdeneanor, will be unable to travel fromthe elector's
hone or place of confinenent to the voting booth in the elector's
precinct on the day of any general, special, or primary election
may nake application in witing for an absent voter's ballot to
the—direetor—of the board of elections of the elector's county.
The application shall include all of the information required
under section 3509.03 of the Revised Code and shall state the
nature of the elector's illness, physical disability, or
infirmty, or the fact that the elector is confined in a jail or
wor khouse and the elector’'s resultant inability to travel to the
el ection booth in the elector's precinct on election day. The
application shall not be valid if it is delivered to the di+reetoer
board before the ninetieth day or after twelve noon of the third
day before the day of the election at which the ballot is to be

vot ed.

The absent voter's ballot may be nailed directly to the
applicant at the applicant's voting residence or place of
confinement as stated in the applicant's application, or the board
may designate two board enpl oyees bel onging to the two najor
political parties for the purpose of delivering the ballot to the
di sabl ed or confined elector and returning it to the board, unless
the applicant is confined to a public or private institution
within the county, in which case the board shall designhate two

board enpl oyees belonging to the two major political parties for
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the purpose of delivering the ballot to the disabled or confined
el ector and returning it to the board. In all other instances, the
ball ot shall be returned to the office of the board in the manner
prescribed in section 3509.05 of the Revised Code.

Any di sabl ed or confined el ector who declares to the two
board enpl oyees belonging to the two major political parties that
the elector is unable to nark the elector's ballot by reason of
physical infirmty that is apparent to the enpl oyees to be
sufficient to incapacitate the voter frommarking the elector's
bal | ot properly, nay receive, upon request, the assistance of the
enpl oyees in marking the elector's ballot, and they shal
thereafter give no information in regard to this matter. Such

assi stance shall not be rendered for any other cause.

When two board enpl oyees belonging to the two major political
parties deliver a ballot to a disabled or confined el ector, each
of the enpl oyees shall be present when the ballot is delivered,
when assi stance is given, and when the ballot is returned to the
of fice of the board, and shall subscribe to the declaration on the

identification envel ope.

The secretary of state shall prescribe the form of

application for absent voter's ballots under this division.

This chapter applies to disabled and confined absent voter's

bal l ots except as otherwi se provided in this section

(B)(1) Any qualified elector who is unable to travel to the
voting booth in the elector's precinct on the day of any general,
special, or primary election may apply to the-director—of the
board of elections of the county where the elector is a qualified
el ector to vote in the election by absent voter's ballot if either

of the follow ng apply:

(a) The elector is confined in a hospital as a result of an

acci dent or unforeseeabl e nmedi cal energency occurring before the
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el ecti on;

(b) The elector's mnor child is confined in a hospital as a
result of an accident or unforeseeabl e nmedical enmergency occurring

before the el ection.

(2) The application authorized under division (B)(1) of this
section shall be made in witing, shall include all of the
i nformation required under section 3509.03 of the Revised Code,
and shall be delivered to the direetor board not |ater than three
p.m on the day of the election. The application shall indicate
the hospital where the applicant or the applicant's child is
confined, the date of the applicant's or the applicant's child's
adm ssion to the hospital, and the offices for which the applicant
is qualified to vote. The applicant nmay al so request that a nenber
of the applicant's fanmly, as listed in section 3509.05 of the
Revi sed Code, deliver the absent voter's ballot to the applicant.
The direetor board, after establishing to the direeter—s board's
satisfaction the validity of the circunstances claimed by the
applicant, shall supply an absent voter's ballot to be delivered
to the applicant. Wien the applicant or the applicant's child is
in a hospital in the county where the applicant is a qualified
el ector and no request is nade for a nmenber of the famly to
deliver the ballot, the di+reetor board shall arrange for the
delivery of an absent voter's ballot to the applicant, and for its
return to the office of the board, by two board enpl oyees
bel onging to the two najor political parties according to the
procedures prescribed in division (A) of this section. Wen the
applicant or the applicant's child is in a hospital outside the
county where the applicant is a qualified elector and no request
is nade for a nmenber of the famly to deliver the ballot, the
di-rector board shall arrange for the delivery of an absent voter's
ballot to the applicant by mail, and the ballot shall be returned

to the office of the board in the manner prescribed in section
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3509. 05 of the Revi sed Code.

(3) Any qualified elector who is eligible to vote under
division (B) or (C) of section 3503.16 of the Revised Code but is
unabl e to do so because of the circunstances described in division
(B)(2) of this section nay vote in accordance with division (B)(1)
of this section if that qualified elector states in the
application for absent voter's ballots that that qualified elector
noved or had a change of nane under the circunstances described in
division (B) or (C) of section 3503.16 of the Revised Code and if
that qualified elector conplies with divisions (G (1) to (4) of
section 3503.16 of the Revised Code.

(© Any qualified elector described in division (A) or (B)(1)
of this section who needs no assistance to vote or to return
absent voter's ballots to the board of elections nay apply for
absent voter's ballots under section 3509.03 of the Revised Code

i nstead of applying for themunder this section.

Sec. 3509.09. (A The poll list or signature pollbook for
each precinct shall identify each registered elector in that
preci nct who has requested an absent voter's ballot for that

el ecti on.

(B)(1) If a registered elector appears to vote in that
precinct and that elector has requested an absent voter's ball ot
for that election but the direetor board of elections has not

received a sealed identification envel ope purporting to contain
that elector's voted absent voter's ballots for that election, the
el ector shall be permitted to cast a provisional ballot under
section 3505.181 of the Revised Code in that precinct on the day

of that el ection.

(2) If a registered el ector appears to vote in that precinct
and that elector has requested an absent voter's ballot for that

el ection and the direetoer board has recei ved a seal ed
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identification envel ope purporting to contain that elector's voted
absent voter's ballots for that election, the elector shall be
permitted to cast a provisional ballot under section 3505.181 of

the Revised Code in that precinct on the day of that election.

(O (1) In counting absent voter's ballots under section
3509. 06 of the Revised Code, the board of elections shall conpare
the signature of each elector fromwhomthe direetor board has
received a sealed identification envel ope purporting to contain
that elector's voted absent voter's ballots for that election to
the signature on that elector's registration form Except as
ot herwi se provided in division (C)(3) of this section, if the
board of elections determ nes that the absent voter's ballot in
the sealed identification envelope is valid, it shall be counted.
If the board of elections determ nes that the signature on the
seal ed identification envel ope purporting to contain the elector's
vot ed absent voter's ballot does not nmatch the signature on the
elector's registration form the ballot shall be set aside and the
board shall examine, during the time prior to the beginning of the
official canvass, the poll list or signature pollbook fromthe
precinct in which the elector is registered to vote to determ ne
if the elector also cast a provisional ballot under section
3505. 181 of the Revised Code in that precinct on the day of the

el ecti on.

(2) The board of elections shall count the provisional
ball ot, instead of the absent voter's ballot, if both of the

foll ow ng apply:

(a) The board of elections determ nes that the signature of
the elector on the outside of the identification envelope in which
the absent voter's ballots are encl osed does not match the

signhature of the elector on the elector's registration form

(b) The el ector cast a provisional ballot in the precinct on

the day of the election.
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(3) If the board of elections does not receive the seal ed
identification envel ope purporting to contain the elector's voted
absent voter's ballot by the applicable deadline established under
section 3509.05 of the Revised Code, the provisional ballot cast
under section 3505.181 of the Revised Code in that precinct on the
day of the election shall be counted as valid, if that provisiona
ballot is otherwi se determned to be valid pursuant to section
3505. 183 of the Revised Code.

(D) If the board of elections counts a provisional ball ot
under division (C(2) or (3) of this section, the returned
identification envel ope of that elector shall not be opened, and
the ballot within that envel ope shall not be counted. The
identification envel ope shall be endorsed "Not Counted” with the

reason the ball ot was not counted.

Sec. 3511.02. Notwithstandi ng any section of the Revised Code
to the contrary, whenever any person applies for registration as a
voter on a form adopted in accordance with federal regul ations
relating to the "Uniforned and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting
Act," 100 Stat. 924, 42 U S. C A 1973ff (1986), this application
shall be sufficient for voter registration and as a request for an
absent voter's ballot. Uniformed services or overseas absent
voter's ballots nmay be obtained by any person neeting the
requi rements of section 3511. 01 of the Revised Code by applying
el ectronically to the secretary of state or to the board of
el ections of the county in which the person's voting residence is
| ocated in accordance with section 3511.021 of the Revised Code or
by applying to thedirector—of the board of elections of the
county in which the person's voting residence is |ocated, in one

of the follow ng ways:

(A) That person may make written application for those

ball ots. The person may personally deliver the application to the
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di-reetor board or may mail it, send it by facsinmle machine, or
otherwi se send it to the direetor board. The application need not
be in any particular formbut shall contain all of the foll ow ng

i nformati on:
(1) The el ector's nane;
(2) The elector's signature;
(3) The address at which the elector is registered to vote;
(4) The elector's date of birth;
(5) One of the follow ng:

(a) The elector's driver's |license nunber;

(b) The lastfourdigits—eof the elector's social security

nunber ;

(c) A copy of the elector's current and valid photo
identification, a copy of a mlitary identification, or a copy of
a current utility bill, bank statenent, governnent check
paycheck, or other governnent docunent, other than a—neticeofan
el ection—rmailted by a board ot el ectionsunder—section—3501-19 of
theRevised-Code—or a notice of voter registration nailed by a
board of el ections under section 3503.19 of the Revised Code, that

shows the nane and address of the el ector.

(6) A statenent identifying the election for which absent

voter's ballots are requested;

(7) A statenment that the person requesting the ballots is a

qualified elector

(8) A statenment that the elector is an absent unifornmed

servi ces voter or overseas voter as defined in 42 U S.C. 1973ff-6;

(9) A statement of the elector's length of residence in the
state i nmedi ately precedi ng the conmencenent of service,

i mredi ately preceding the date of leaving to be with or near the
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service nmenber, or inmediately preceding | eaving the United

St ates, whichever is applicable;

(10) If the request is for primary election ballots, the

elector's party affiliation;

(11) If the elector desires ballots to be mailed to the

el ector, the address to which those ballots shall be nmuil ed;

(12) If the elector desires ballots to be sent to the el ector
by facsimle machine, the tel ephone nunber to which they shall be

SO sent.

(B) A voter or any relative of a voter listed in division (C
of this section may use a single federal post card application to
apply for uniforned services or overseas absent voter's ballots
for use at the primary and general elections in a given year and
any special election to be held on the day in that year specified
by division (E) of section 3501.01 of the Revised Code for the
hol ding of a primary el ection, designated by the general assenbly
for the purpose of subnitting constitutional amendnments proposed
by the general assenbly to the voters of the state. A single
federal postcard application shall be processed by the board of
el ections pursuant to section 3511.04 of the Revised Code the sane
as if the voter had applied separately for unifornmed services or

overseas absent voter's ballots for each el ection.

(O Application to have uniformed services or overseas absent
voter's ballots nmailed or sent by facsinile machine to such a
person nmay be made by the spouse, father, nother, father-in-Iaw,
not her-in-1aw, grandfather, grandnother, brother or sister of the
whol e bl ood or half blood, son, daughter, adopting parent, adopted
child, stepparent, stepchild, uncle, aunt, nephew, or niece of
such a person. The application shall be in witing upon a bl ank

form furnished only by the direetor board of elections or on a

single federal post card as provided in division (B) of this
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section. The formof the application shall be prescribed by the
secretary of state. The direetor board shall furnish that blank
formto any of the relatives specified in this division desiring
to make the application, only upon the request of such a relative
made in person at the office of the board or upon the witten
request of such a relative mailed to the office of the board. The
application, subscribed and sworn to by the applicant, shal

contain all of the follow ng:

(1) The full name of the elector for whomballots are

request ed;

(2) A statenent that the elector is an absent uniforned

services voter or overseas voter as defined in 42 U S. C 1973ff-6;
(3) The address at which the elector is registered to vote;

(4) A statenent identifying the elector's |length of residence
in the state i medi ately precedi ng the commencenent of service,
i medi ately preceding the date of leaving to be with or near a
servi ce nmenber, or inmediately preceding | eaving the United

States, as the case may be;
(5) The elector's date of birth;
(6) One of the follow ng:

(a) The elector's driver's |license nunber;

(b) The lastfourdigitsof the elector's social security

nunber ;

(c) A copy of the elector's current and valid photo
identification, a copy of a mlitary identification, or a copy of
a current utility bill, bank statenent, governnment check
paycheck, or other governnent document, other than a—netice of an

the—Revised—GCode—o+ a notice of voter registration nailed by a

board of el ections under section 3503.19 of the Revi sed Code, that
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shows the nane and address of the el ector.

(7) A statenment identifying the election for which absent

voter's ballots are requested;

(8) A statenment that the person requesting the ballots is a

qualified el ector

(9) If the request is for primary election ballots, the

el ector's party affiliation;

(10) A statenent that the applicant bears a relationship to

the elector as specified in division (C of this section;

(11) The address to which ballots shall be mailed or the
t el ephone nunber to which ballots shall be sent by facsinmle

machi ne;

(12) The signature and address of the person making the

application.

Each application for uniformed services or overseas absent
voter's ballots shall be delivered to the direetoer board not
earlier than the first day of January of the year of the elections
for which the unifornmed services or overseas absent voter's
ballots are requested or not earlier than ninety days before the
day of the election at which the ballots are to be voted,
whi chever is earlier, and not |later than twel ve noon of the third
day preceding the day of the election, or not later than the close
of regul ar business hours on the day before the day of the
el ection at which those ballots are to be voted if the application

is delivered in person to the office of the board.

(D) If the voter for whomthe application is made is entitled
to vote for presidential and vice-presidential electors only, the
applicant shall submt to the direetor board in addition to the
requirements of divisions (A), (B), and (C) of this section, a

statenent to the effect that the voter is qualified to vote for
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presidential and vice-presidential electors and for no other

of fi ces.

Sec. 3511.04. (A If a—director—of a board of elections
recei ves an application for uniformed services or overseas absent
voter's ballots that does not contain all of the required
i nformation, the direetor board pronptly shall notify the
applicant of the additional information required to be provided by

the applicant to conplete that application.

(B) Not later than the forty-fifth day before the day of each
general or prinmary election, and at the earliest possible tine
before the day of a special election held on a day other than the
day on which a general or primary election is held, the-director
of the board of elections shall mail, send by facsinile machi ne,
or otherw se send unifornmed services or overseas absent voter's
ball ots then ready for use as provided for in section 3511. 03 of
the Revi sed Code and for which the direeter board has recei ved
valid applications prior to that time. Thereafter, and until
twel ve noon of the third day preceding the day of election, the
di-rector board shall pronptly, upon receipt of valid applications
for them mail, send by facsimle nmachine, or otherw se send to
the proper persons all uniformed services or overseas absent

voter's ballots then ready for use.

If, after the seventieth day before the day of a general or
primary el ection, any other question, issue, or candidacy is
lawfully ordered subnmitted to the electors voting at the genera
or primary election, the board shall pronptly provide a separate
official issue, special election, or other election ballot for
submitting the question, issue, or candidacy to those el ectors+
and the—direeter—shalt pronptly mail or send by facsimle nmachine
each such separate ballot to each person to whomthe director

board has previously nailed or sent by facsimle nmachine other
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uni f ormed services or overseas absent voter's ball ots.

In mailing uniforned services or overseas absent voter's
bal | ots, the di+reetoer board shall use the fastest mmil service
avai l abl e, but the direetor board shall not nail them by certified

mai | .

Sec. 3511.05. (A) The di+reector—eof the board of elections
shal | place uniformed services or overseas absent voter's ballots
sent by mail in an unseal ed identification envel ope, gumed ready
for sealing. The direetor board shall include with unifornmed
services or overseas absent voter's ballots sent electronically,

i ncluding by facsimle nachine, an instruction sheet for preparing
a gummed envel ope in which the ballots shall be returned. The
envel ope for returning ballots sent by either neans shall have
printed or witten on its face a formsubstantially as foll ows:

"I dentification Envel ope Statenment of Voter

L, (Narme of voter), declare under
penalty of election falsification that the within ballot or
bal | ot s contai ned no voting marks of any kind when | received
them and | caused the ballot or ballots to be marked, enclosed in

the identification envel ope, and sealed in that envel ope.

My voting residence in Chio is

(Street and Nunber, if any, or Rural Route and Nunber)

of . (City, Village, or Township)
Chio, whichis inWard ............... Precinct ................

in that city, village, or township.

The primary election ballots, if any, within this envel ope

are primary election ballots of the ............. Party.

Ballots contained within this envel ope are to be voted at the

.......... (general, special, or prinmary) election to be held on
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.......... (Year).
(Voter mnust provide one of the follow ng:)

My driver's license nunber is ............... (Driver's

i cense nunber).

Fhetastfour—di-gi-ts—oef—my My Social Security Nunber are is
............... (Last—four—digits—of Social Security Number)

...... In lieu of providing a driver's |icense nunber or the
tast four—digits—of ny Social Security Number, | amenclosing a
copy of one of the following in the return envel ope in which this
identification envelope will be mailed: a current and valid photo
identification, a mlitary identification, or a current utility
bill, bank statenent, governnent check, paycheck, or other
gover nnent docunent, other than a—neticeof anelectionmaited by
a—board—eot—electtons—under—sect+on—35061L-19 of the Revised-Code—or
a notice of voter registration nailed by a board of el ections,

that shows ny nanme and address.

| hereby declare, under penalty of election falsification,
that the statements above are true, as | verily believe.

(Signature of Voter)

WHOEVER COW TS ELECTI ON FALSI FI CATION IS GU LTY OF A FELONY OF
THE FI FTH DEGREE. "

(B) The di+eetoer board shall also mail with the ballots and
the unseal ed identification envel ope sent by mail an unseal ed
return envel ope, gunmed, ready for sealing, for use by the voter
inreturning the voter's nmarked ballots to the di+eetoer board. The
éireector board shall send with the ballots and the instruction

sheet for preparing a gumed envel ope sent el ectronically,
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i ncluding by facsimle nachine, an instruction sheet for preparing
a second gumed envel ope as described in this division, for use by
the voter in returning that voter's marked ballots to the director
board. The return envel ope shall have two parallel lines, each one
quarter of an inch in width, printed across its face paralleling
the top, with an intervening space of one quarter of an inch

bet ween such lines. The top |ine shall be one and one-quarter
inches fromthe top of the envel ope. Between the parallel lines
shall be printed: "OFFIClI AL ELECTI ON UNI FORMED SERVI CES OR
OVERSEAS ABSENT VOTER S BALLOTS -- VIA AIR MAIL." Three bl ank
lines shall be printed in the upper left corner on the face of the
envel ope for the use by the voter in placing the voter's conplete
mlitary, naval, or mailing address on these |lines, and beneath
these lines there shall be printed a box beside the words "check

if out-of-country." The voter shall check this box if the voter
will be outside the United States on the day of the election. The
official title and the post-office address of the director board
to whem which the envel ope shall be returned shall be printed on
the face of such envelope in the [ower right portion belowthe

bottom parallel line.

(G On the back of each identification envel ope and each

return envel ope shall be printed the foll ow ng:
"I nstructions to voter:

If the flap on this envelope is so firmy stuck to the back
of the envel ope when received by you as to require forcible
opening in order to use it, open the envelope in the manner | east
injurious to it, and, after marking your ballots and encl osing
sane in the envelope for mailing themto the—director—of the board
of elections, reclose the envelope in the nost practicable way, by

sealing or otherwi se, and sign the blank form printed bel ow

The flap on this envelope was firmy stuck to the back of the

envel ope when received, and required forced opening before sealing
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and mai ling.

(Signature of voter)"

(D) Division (C) of this section does not apply when absent
voter's ballots are sent electronically, including by facsinle

machi ne.

Sec. 3511.06. The return envel ope provided for in section
3511. 05 of the Revised Code shall be of such size that the
identification envel ope can be conveniently placed within it for
returning the identification envel ope to the direetor board of
el ections. The envelope in which the two envel opes and the
uni fornmed services or overseas absent voter's ballots are nail ed
to the elector shall have two parallel Iines, each one quarter of
an inch in width, printed across its face, paralleling the top
with an interveni ng space of one-quarter of an inch between such
lines. The top line shall be one and one-quarter inches fromthe
top of the envel ope. Between the parallel lines shall be printed:
"of ficial unifornmed services or overseas absent voter's balloting
material--via air mail." The appropriate return address of the
director—of the board of elections shall be printed in the upper
| eft corner on the face of such envel ope. Several blank |ines
shall be printed on the face of such envelope in the |ower right
portion, belowthe bottomparallel line, for witing in the name

and address of the elector to whom such envel ope is mail ed.

Sec. 3511.07. Wen nmiling unseal ed identification envel opes
and unseal ed return envel opes to persons, the director—of the
board of elections shall insert a sheet of waxed paper or other
appropriate insert between the gummed flap and the back of each of
such envel opes to mnimze the possibility that the flap may
becone firmy stuck to the back of the envel ope by reason of

noi sture, hum d at nosphere, or other conditions to which they may
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be subjected. If the flap on either of such envel opes should be so
firmy stuck to the back of the envel ope when it is received by
the voter as to require forcible opening of the envel ope in order
to use it, the voter shall open such envel ope in the manner | east

injurious to it, and, after marking hkis the voter's ballots and

enclosing themin the envelope for mailing to the di+reetoer board,
he the voter shall reclose such envel ope in the nbst practicable
way, by sealing it or otherw se, and shall sign the blank form

printed on the back of such envel ope.

Sec. 3511.08. The di+reetor—of—the board of el ections shall
keep a record of the nane and address of each person to whomthe
di+eetoer board mails or delivers unifornmed services or overseas
absent voter's ballots, the kinds of ballots so mail ed or
delivered, and the nane and address of the person who nade the
application for such ballots. After the direetor board has numil ed
or delivered such ballots, the direeter board shall not mail or
deliver additional ballots of the same kind to such person
pursuant to a subsequent request unless such subsequent request
contains the statenent that an earlier request had been sent to
t he di+eeter board prior to the thirtieth day before the el ection
and that the uniformed services or overseas absent voter's ballots
so requested had not been received by such person prior to the
fifteenth day before the election, and provided that the di+reector
board has not received an identification envel ope purporting to
contai n marked uni formed services or overseas absent voter's

bal | ots from such person

Sec. 3511.09. Upon receiving uniforned services or overseas
absent voter's ballots, the elector shall cause the questions on
the face of the identification envel ope to be answered, and, by
witing the elector's usual signature in the proper place on the

identification envel ope, the elector shall declare under penalty
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of election falsification that the answers to those questions are
true and correct to the best of the elector's know edge and
belief. Then, the elector shall note whether there are any voting
marks on the ballot. If there are any voting nmarks, the ball ot
shall be returned i mMmediately to the board of el ections;

ot herwi se, the elector shall cause the ballot to be marked, folded
separately so as to conceal the markings on it, deposited in the
identification envel ope, and securely sealed in the identification
envel ope. The el ector then shall cause the identification envel ope
to be placed within the return envel ope, sealed in the return
envel ope, and mailed to the—di+reeter—oef the board of elections to
whom which it is addressed, postage prepaid. If the el ector does
not provide the elector's driver's |icense nunber or thetast—four
eig-ts—of the elector's social security nunber on the statenment of

voter on the identification envelope, the elector also shal
include in the return envelope with the identification envel ope a
copy of the elector's current valid photo identification, a copy
of amlitary identification, or a copy of a current utility bill,
bank statenent, governnment check, paycheck, or other governnent
docunent, other than a—netice of anelectionmailed by a board of
eleetions—under—section 350119 of the Revised Code—or a notice of
voter registration mailed by a board of el ections under section
3503. 19 of the Revised Code, that shows the nane and address of
the el ector. Each elector who will be outside the United States on
the day of the election shall check the box on the return envel ope
indicating this fact and shall mail the return envelope to the

di+eetoer board prior to the close of the polls on election day.

Every uni fornmed services or overseas absent voter's ball ot
identification envel ope shall be accompanied by the foll ow ng
statenent in boldface capital letters: WHOEVER COW TS ELECTI ON
FALSI FICATION | S GUILTY OF A FELONY OF THE FI FTH DEGREE.

Sec. 3511.10. If, on or after the thirty-fifth sixteenth day
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and before the day of a general or prinmary election through six

p.m on the last Friday before the eloseof the poellsonthe day
of a—generalorprimary that election, a valid application for

uni formed services or overseas absent voter's ballots is delivered
to the—direector—of the office of the board of elections at—the
office of the beard by a person nmaking the application on the
person's own behal f, the direetor board shall forthwith deliver to

the person all unifornmed services or overseas absent voter's
ballots then ready for use, together with an identification

envel ope. The person shall then imrediately retire to a voting
booth in the office of the board, and mark the ballots. The person
shall then fold each ballot separately so as to conceal the
person's marki ngs thereon, and deposit all of the ballots in the
identification envel ope and securely seal it. Thereupon the person
shall fill in answers to the questions on the face of the
identification envelope, and by witing the person's usua
signhature in the proper place thereon, the person shall declare
under penalty of election falsification that the answers to those
questions are true and correct to the best of that person's

know edge and belief. The person shall then deliver the
identification envelope to the direetor board. If thereafter, and
before the third day preceding such election, the board provides
addi tional separate official issue or special election ballots, as
provided for in section 3511. 04 of the Revised Code, the director
board shall pronptly, and not later than twelve noon of the third
day preceding the day of election, mail such additional ballots to
such person at the address specified by that person for that

pur pose.

In the event any person serving in the arnmed forces of the
United States is discharged after the closing date of
regi stration, and that person or that person's spouse, or both,
neets all the other qualifications set forth in section 3511.01 of

the Revi sed Code, the person or spouse shall be permitted to vote
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prior to the date of the election in the office of the board in

the person's or spouse's county, as set forth in this section

Sec. 3511.11. (A) Upon receipt of any return envel ope bearing
the designation "Oficial Election Uniforned Services or Overseas
Absent Voter's Ballot" prior to the eleventh day after the day of
any el ection, the—direetor—of the board of elections shall open it
but shall not open the identification envelope contained init.
| f, upon so opening the return envel ope, the direetor board finds
ballots in it that are not enclosed in and properly sealed in the
identification envel ope, the di+reetor board shall not |ook at the
mar ki ngs upon the ballots and shall pronptly place themin the
identification envel ope and pronptly seal it. If, upon so opening
the return envel ope, the di+eeter board finds that ballots are
enclosed in the identification envelope but that it is not
properly seal ed, the direetor board shall not | ook at the markings
upon the ballots and shall pronptly seal the identification

envel ope.

(B) Uniformed services or overseas absent voter's ballots
delivered to the di+reeter board not |ater than the close of the
polls on election day shall be counted in the manner provided in
section 3509. 06 of the Revised Code.

(© A return envel ope that indicates that the voter will be
outside of the United States on the day of an election is not
required to be postnarked in order for a uniformed services or
overseas absent voter's ballot contained in it to be valid. Except
as otherwi se provided in this division, whether or not the return
envel ope containing the ballot is postmarked or contains an
illegible postmark, a uniforned services or overseas absent
voter's ballot that is received after the close of the polls on
el ection day through the tenth day after the election day and that

is delivered in a return envel ope that indicates that the voter
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will be outside the United States on the day of the el ection shal
be counted on the eleventh day after the election day at the

of fice of the board of elections in the manner provided in
divisions (C) and (D) of section 3509.06 of the Revised Code.
However, if a return envel ope containing a uniforned services or
overseas absent voter's ballot is so received and so indicates,
but it is postmarked, or the identification envelope init is
signed, after the close of the polls on election day, the

uni formed services or overseas absent voter's ballot shall not be

count ed.

(D) (1) Except as otherw se provided in division (D)(2) of
this section, any return envel ope containing a uniforned services
or overseas absent voter's ballot that is postmarked within the
United States prior to the day of the election shall be delivered
to the direetor board prior to the eleventh day after the
el ection. Uniformed services or overseas absent voter's ballots
delivered in envel opes postnarked prior to the day of the election
that are received after the close of the polls on election day
through the tenth day thereafter shall be counted on the el eventh
day at the board of elections in the manner provided in divisions
(C© and (D) of section 3509.06 of the Revised Code. Any such
ballots that are received by the di+reetor board later than the
tenth day following the election shall not be counted, but shal
be kept by the board in the sealed identification envel opes as

provided in division (A) of this section.

(2) Division (D)(1) of this section shall not apply to any
mai | that is postmarked using a postage evidencing system

i ncl uding a postage neter, as defined in 39 C.F. R 501. 1.

(E) The follow ng types of uniforned services or overseas

absent voter's ballots shall not be counted:

(1) Uniforned services or overseas absent voter's ballots

contained in return envel opes that bear the designation "Oficial
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El ection Unifornmed Services or Overseas Absent Voter's Ballots,"”
that are received by the direetor board after the close of the

polls on the day of the election, and that either are postnmarked,
or contain an identification envelope that is signed, on or after

el ecti on day;

(2) Unifornmed services or overseas absent voter's ballots
contained in return envel opes that bear that designation, that do
not indicate they are fromvoters who will be outside the United
States on the day of the election, and that are received after the

tenth day followi ng the election

(3) Uniforned services or overseas absent voter's ballots
contained in return envel opes that bear that designation, that are
received by the di+reector board within ten days after the day of
the election, and that were postnarked before the day of the
el ection using a postage evidencing system including a postage
nmeter, as defined in 39 C.F. R 501.1.

The uncounted ballots shall be preserved in their
identification envel opes unopened until the tinme provided by
section 3505.31 of the Revised Code for the destruction of al
other ballots used at the election for which ballots were

provi ded, at which tinme they shall be destroyed.

Sec. 3511.13. (A) The poll list or signature pollbook for
each precinct shall identify each registered elector in that
preci nct who has requested a uni formed services or overseas absent

voter's ballot for that el ection

(B)(1) If a registered elector appears to vote in that
precinct and that elector has requested a unifornmed services or
overseas absent voter's ballot for that el ection but the di+reector

board of el ections has not received a sealed identification

envel ope purporting to contain that elector's voted uniforned

services or overseas absent voter's ballots for that election, the

Page 179

5488
5489
5490
5491
5492

5493
5494
5495
5496
5497

5498
5499
5500
5501
5502
5503

5504
5505
5506
5507
5508

5509
5510
5511
5512

5513
5514
5515
5516
5517
5518



S. B. No. 148
As Introduced

el ector shall be permitted to cast a provisional ballot under
section 3505.181 of the Revised Code in that precinct on the day

of that el ection.

(2) If aregistered el ector appears to vote in that precinct
and that elector has requested a uniforned services or overseas
absent voter's ballot for that election and the di+eeter board has
received a sealed identification envel ope purporting to contain
that elector's voted uniforned services or overseas absent voter's
ballots for that election, the elector shall be pernitted to cast
a provisional ballot under section 3505.181 of the Revised Code in

that precinct on the day of that election.

(O (1) I'n counting uniforned services or overseas absent
voter's ballots under section 3511.11 of the Revised Code, the
board of elections shall conpare the signature of each el ector
fromwhom t he direector board has received a sealed identification
envel ope purporting to contain that elector's voted uniforned
services or overseas absent voter's ballots for that election to
the signature on the elector's registration form Except as
ot herwi se provided in division (C(3) of this section, if the
board of elections determ nes that the uniformed services or
overseas absent voter's ballot in the sealed identification
envelope is valid, it shall be counted. If the board of elections
determ nes that the signature on the sealed identification
envel ope purporting to contain the elector's voted uniforned
services or overseas absent voter's ballot does not match the
signature on the elector's registration form the ballot shall be
set aside and the board shall exam ne, during the time prior to
the beginning of the official canvass, the poll list or signature
pol | book fromthe precinct in which the elector is registered to
vote to deternine if the elector also cast a provisional ballot
under section 3505.181 of the Revised Code in that precinct on the

day of the el ection.

Page 180

5519
5520
5521

5522
5523
5524
5525
5526
5527
5528
5529

5530
5531
5532
5533
5534
5535
5536
5537
5538
5539
5540
5541
5542
5543
5544
5545
5546
5547
5548
5549
5550



S. B. No. 148
As Introduced

(2) The board of elections shall count the provisional
bal |l ot, instead of the unifornmed services or overseas absent
voter's ballot, of an elector from whomthe directoer board has
recei ved an identification envel ope purporting to contain that
el ector's voted uniforned services or overseas absent voter's

ballots, if both of the follow ng apply:

(a) The board of elections determ nes that the signature of
the el ector on the outside of the identification envel ope in which
the uni formed services or overseas absent voter's ballots are
encl osed does not match the signhature of the elector on the

el ector's registration form

(b) The el ector cast a provisional ballot in the precinct on

the day of the election.

(3) If the board of el ections does not receive the seal ed
identification envel ope purporting to contain the elector's voted
uni fornmed services or overseas absent voter's ballot by the
appl i cabl e deadl i ne established under section 3511.11 of the
Revi sed Code, the provisional ballot cast under section 3505.181
of the Revised Code in that precinct on the day of the election
shall be counted as valid, if that provisional ballot is otherw se
determ ned to be valid pursuant to section 3505.183 of the Revised
Code.

(D) If the board of elections counts a provisional ball ot
under division (C(2) or (3) of this section, the returned
identification envel ope of that elector shall not be opened, and
the ballot within that envel ope shall not be counted. The
identification envel ope shall be endorsed "Not Counted” with the

reason the ball ot was not counted.

Sec. 3511.14. A board of elections shall accept and process

federal wite-in ballots for all federal, state, and | oca

el ections conducted in any year as required under "The Uniforned
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and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act," Pub. L. No. 99-410,
100 Stat. 924, 42 U.S.C. 1973ff, et seq., as anended.

Sec. 3513.02. If, in any odd-nunbered year, no wvalid
declaration—of candidacy s filed candidate is certified to appear

on the ballot for nomination as a candidate of a political party

for election to any of the offices to be voted for at the genera

el ection to be held in such year, or if the nunber of persons

fHH-ng—such—declarations—of candidaecy certified as candidates to
appear _on the ballot for nemnatiens nonination as candi dat es of

one political party for election to such offices does not exceed,
as to any such office, the nunber of candi dates which such
political party is entitled to nomnate as its candi dates for

el ection to such office, then no primary el ection shall be held
for the purpose of nom nating party candi dates of such party for
election to offices to be voted for at such general election and
no primary ballots shall be provided for such party. If, however,
the only office for which there are nore vab-d-declarations—of
candi-dacyfiled candidates certified to appear on the ballot than
the nunber to be nominated by a political party, is the office of

council person in a ward, a primary election shall be held for such
party only in the ward or wards in which there is a contest, and
only the nanmes of the candidates for the office of council person

in such ward shall appear on the primary ballot of such politica
party.

The el ection officials whose duty it would have been to
provide for and conduct the hol ding of such primary el ection,
declare the results thereof, and issue certificates of nom nation
to the persons entitled thereto if such primary el ection had been
hel d shall declare each of such persons to be nom nated as of the
date of the ninetieth day before the primary el ection, issue
appropriate certificates of nomination to each of them and

certify their nanes to the proper election officials, in order
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that their nanes may be printed on the official ballots provided
for use in the succeeding general election in the same manner as
t hough such prinmary el ection had been held and such persons had

been nom nated at such el ecti on.

Sec. 3513.131. In the event two or nore persons with
i dentical surnanmes run for the same office in a primary el ection
on the sane ballot, the nanmes of the candi dates shall be
differentiated on the ballot by varying conbinations of first and
nm ddl e nanmes and initials. Wthin twenty-four hours after the
final date for filing declarations of candi dacy or petitions for
candi dacy, the director of the board of elections for |ocal,
muni ci pal, county, general, or special elections, or the director
of the board of elections of the nost popul ous county for
district, general, or special elections, or the secretary of state
for state-wi de general and special elections shall notify the
persons with identical given names and surnanes that the nanes of
such persons will be differentiated on the ballot. If one of the
candi dates is an incunmbent who is a candidate to succeed hiwseH

self for the office he the incunbent occupies, he the incunbent

shall have first choice of the nane by which he the incunbent is

designated on the ballot. If an incunbent does not nake a choice
within two days after notification or if none of the candidates is
an incunmbent, the board of elections within three days after
notification shall designate the names by which the candi dates are
identified on the ballot. In case of a district candidate the
board of elections in the nmost popul ous county shall nake the
determ nation. In case of state-w de candidates, or in the case
any board of elections fails to make a designation within three
days after notification, the secretary of state shall imedi ately

make the determ nati on

"Notification" as required by this section shall be by the

director of the board of elections or secretary of state by
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spectal—delivery or telegramcertified mail at the candidate's

address listed in his the candidate's declaration or petition of

candi dacy.

Sec. 3513.19. (A) It is the duty of any judge—ef—eleections
precinct election official, whenever any judge—eofelections such

official doubts that a person attenpting to vote at a prinmary

election is legally entitled to vote at that election, to
chal l enge the right of that person to vote. The right of a person
to vote at a primary election may be chal |l enged upon the foll ow ng

grounds:

(1) That the person whose right to vote is challenged is not

a legally qualified elector;

(2) That the person has received or has been prom sed sone

val uabl e reward or consideration for the person's vote;

(3) That the person is not affiliated with or is not a nenber
of the political party whose ballot the person desires to vote.
Such party affiliation shall be determ ned by examnining the
el ector's voting record for the current year and the inmediately
precedi ng two cal endar years as shown on the voter's registration
card, using the standards of affiliation specified in the seventh
par agr aph of section 3513.05 of the Revised Code. Division (A)(3)
of this section and the seventh paragraph of section 3513.05 of
the Revised Code do not prohibit a person who holds an el ective
of fice for which candi dates are nominated at a party prinmary

el ection fromdoing any of the follow ng:

(a) If the person voted as a nenber of a different politica
party at any primary election within the current year and the
i mredi ately preceding two cal endar years, being a candidate for
nom nation at a party prinmary held during the tines specified in
division (C(2) of section 3513.191 of the Revised Code provided

that the person conplies with the requirenents of that section
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(b) Circulating the person's own petition of candidacy for

party nom nation in the primary el ection

(B) When the right of a person to vote is challenged upon the
ground set forth in division (A)(3) of this section, nmenbership in
or political affiliation with a political party shall be
determ ned by the person's statement, made under penalty of
el ection falsification, that the person desires to be affiliated
with and supports the principles of the political party whose

primary ball ot the person desires to vote.

Sec. 3513.21. At the close of the polls in a prinmary
el ection, the judges—ef precinct election officials shall proceed
wi t hout delay to canvass the vote, sign and seal it, and nake
returns thereof to the board of elections forthwith on the forns
to be provided by the board. The provisions of Title XXXV of the
Revi sed Code relating to the accounting for and return of al

ball ots at general elections apply to primary ballots.

If there is any disagreenent as to how a ball ot should be
counted it shall be submtted to all of the judges precinct

election officials. If three of the judges precinct election

officials do not agree as to how any part of the ballot shall be
counted, that part of such ballot which three of the judges
officials do agree shall be counted and a notation nmade upon the
bal l ot indicating what part has not been counted, and shall be

pl aced i n an envel ope provided for that purpose, narked "Di sputed

Bal | ots" and returned to the board.

The board shall, on the day when the vote is canvassed, open
such seal ed envel opes, determ ne what ballots and for whom they
shoul d be counted, and proceed to count and tally the votes on

such bal | ots.

Sec. 3513.30. (A (1) If only one valid declaration of
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candidacy is filed for nom nation as a candidate of a political
party for an office and that candidate dies prior to the tenth day

before the primary el ection, both of the follow ng nmay occur:

(a) The political party whose candidate died may fill the

vacancy so created as provided in division (A)(2) of this section.

(b) Any major political party other than the one whose
candi date died may sel ect a candidate as provided in division
(A)(2) of this section under either of the follow ng

ci rcunst ances:

(i) No person has filed a valid declaration of candidacy for

nom nation as that party's candidate at the primary el ection

(ii) Only one person has filed a valid declaration of
candi dacy for nom nation as that party's candidate at the prinmary
el ection, that person has w thdrawn, died, or been disqualified
under section 3513.052 of the Revised Code, and the vacancy so

created has not been fill ed.

(2) A vacancy may be filled under division (A)(1)(a) and a
sel ection may be made under division (A)(1)(b) of this section by
the appropriate conmttee of the political party in the sane
manner as provided in divisions (A) to (E) of section 3513.31 of
the Revised Code for the filling of simlar vacancies created by
wi t hdrawal s or disqualifications under section 3513.052 of the
Revi sed Code after the primary el ection, except that the
certification required under that section nay not be filed with
the secretary of state, or with a board of the nobst popul ous
county of a district, or with the board of a county in which the
maj or portion of the population of a subdivision is |located, |ater
than four p.m of the tenth day before the day of such primary
el ection, or with any other board |later than four p.m of the

fifth day before the day of such primary el ection.

(3) If only one valid declaration of candidacy is filed for
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noni nati on as a candidate of a political party for an office and
that candidate dies on or after the tenth day before the day of
the primary el ection, that candidate is considered to have
received the nonination of that candidate's political party at
that primary election, and, for purposes of filling the vacancy so
created, that candidate's death shall be treated as if that

candi date died on the day after the day of the primary el ection.

(B) Any person filing a declaration of candidacy nay w t hdraw
as such candidate at any tine prior to the prinary el ection. The
wi t hdrawal shall be effected and the statement of withdrawal shal
be filed in accordance with the procedures prescribed in division
(D) of this section for the withdrawal of persons nominated in a

primary election or by nom nating petition.

(C A person who is nanmed the first choice for president of
the United States by a candidate for delegate or alternate to a
nati onal convention of a political party may w thdraw consent for
the selection of the person as such first choice no later than
four p.m of the fortieth day before the day of the presidential
primary election. Wthdrawal of consent shall be for the entire
sl ate of candi dates for del egates and alternates who nanmed such
person as their presidential first choice and shall constitute
withdrawal fromthe primary el ection by such del egates and
alternates. The withdrawal shall be made in witing and delivered
to the secretary of state. If the withdrawal is delivered to the
secretary of state on or before the seventieth day before the day
of the primary election, the boards of elections shall renove both
the nane of the withdrawn first choice and the nanmes of such
wi t hdrawn candi dates fromthe ballots according to the directions
of the secretary of state. If the withdrawal is delivered to the
secretary of state after the seventieth day before the day of the
primary el ection, the board of elections shall not renove the name

of the withdrawn first choice and the nanes of the w thdrawn
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candi dates fromthe ballots. The board of elections shall post a
notice at each polling location on the day of the prinary

el ection, and shall enclose with each absent voter's ballot given
or mailed after the candidate withdraws, a notice that votes for
the withdrawn first choice or the withdrawn candidates will be
void and will not be counted. If such nanmes are not renoved from
all ballots before the day of the election, the votes for the

wi t hdrawn first choice or the withdrawn candi dates are void and

shall not be counted.

(D) Any person noninated in a primary election or by
nom nating petition as a candidate for election at the next
general election may withdraw as such candidate at any tine prior
to the general election. Such withdrawal nay be effected by the
filing of a witten statenent by such candi date announci ng the
candi date's withdrawal and requesting that the candi date's nane
not be printed on the ballots. |If such candi date's declaration of
candi dacy or nominating petition was filed with the secretary of
state, the candidate's statement of withdrawal shall be addressed
to and filed with the secretary of state. |If such candidate's
decl aration of candi dacy or nom nating petition was filed with a
board of elections, the candidate's statenent of w thdrawal shal

be addressed to and filed with such board.

(E) When a person withdraws under division (B) or (D) of this
section on or before the seventieth day before the day of the

prary election at_which the person's candidacy is to appear on

the ballot, the board of elections shall renove the nane of the
wi t hdrawn candidate fromthe ballots according to the directions
of the secretary of state. When a person w thdraws under division
(B) or (D) of this section after the seventieth day before the day

of the prary election at which the person's candidacy is to

appear on the ballot, the board of elections shall not renopve the

name of the withdrawn candidate fromthe ballots. The board of
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el ections shall post a notice at each polling place on the day of
the prrmary el ection, and shall enclose with each absent voter's
ball ot given or mailed after the candi date w thdraws, a notice
that votes for the withdrawn candidate will be void and will not
be counted. If the name is not renoved fromall ballots before the
day of the election, the votes for the wi thdrawn candi date are

void and shall not be count ed.

Sec. 3513.31. (A If a person nonminated in a prinmary el ection
as a candidate for election at the next general election, whose
candi dacy is to be submitted to the electors of the entire state,
wi thdraws as that candidate or is disqualified as that candi date
under section 3513.052 of the Revised Code, the vacancy in the
party nom nation so created may be filled by the state centra
comrittee of the major political party that nmade the nom nation at
the primary election, if the coonmttee's chairperson and secretary
certify the nane of the person selected to fill the vacancy by the
time specified in this division, at a neeting called for that
pur pose. The neeting shall be called by the chairperson of that
commi ttee, who shall give each nenber of the commttee at |east
two days' notice of the tinme, place, and purpose of the neeting.

If a ngjority of the nmenbers of the comrittee are present at the
nmeeting, a mpjority of those present may select a person to fil
the vacancy. The chairperson and secretary of the neeting shal
certify in witing and under oath to the secretary of state, not

| ater than the eighty-sixth day before the day of the genera

el ection, the nane of the person selected to fill the vacancy. The
certification nust be acconpanied by the witten acceptance of the
nom nati on by the person whose nane is certified. A vacancy that
may be filled by an internmediate or mnor political party shall be
filled in accordance with the party's rules by authorized
officials of the party. Certification nmust be nade as in the

manner provided for a major political party.
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(B) If a person nominated in a primary el ection as a party
candi date for election at the next general election, whose
candi dacy is to be submitted to the electors of a district
conprised of nore than one county but Iess than all of the
counties of the state, withdraws as that candidate or is
disqualified as that candi date under section 3513.052 of the
Revi sed Code, the vacancy in the party nonmination so created may
be filled by a district conmmttee of the major political party
that nade the nonmination at the primary election, if the
committee' s chairperson and secretary certify the name of the
person selected to fill the vacancy by the tinme specified in this
division, at a neeting called for that purpose. The district
comrittee shall consist of the chairperson and secretary of the
county central commttee of such political party in each county in
the district. The district committee shall be called by the
chai rperson of the county central commttee of such politica
party of the npbst popul ous county in the district, who shall give
each nmenmber of the district cormittee at | east two days' notice of
the tinme, place, and purpose of the neeting. If a majority of the
nmenbers of the district comrittee are present at the district
committee neeting, a mpjority of those present nmay sel ect a person
to fill the vacancy. The chairperson and secretary of the neeting
shall certify in witing and under oath to the board of el ections
of the nobst popul ous county in the district, not later than four
p.m of the eighty-sixth day before the day of the genera
el ection, the nane of the person selected to fill the vacancy. The
certification nust be acconpanied by the witten acceptance of the
nom nati on by the person whose nane is certified. A vacancy that
may be filled by an internediate or ninor political party shall be
filled in accordance with the party's rules by authorized
officials of the party. Certification nust be made as in the

manner provided for a major political party.
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(O If a person nominated in a primary election as a party
candi date for election at the next general election, whose
candi dacy is to be submitted to the electors of a county,
wi thdraws as that candidate or is disqualified as that candi date
under section 3513.052 of the Revised Code, the vacancy in the
party nom nation so created may be filled by the county centra
comrittee of the major political party that nmade the nom nation at
the primary el ection, or by the county executive comrittee if so
authorized, if the commttee's chairperson and secretary certify
the nanme of the person selected to fill the vacancy by the tine
specified in this division, at a neeting called for that purpose.
The nmeeting shall be called by the chairperson of that commttee,
who shall give each nenmber of the conmttee at |east two days
notice of the tinme, place, and purpose of the neeting. If a
majority of the menbers of the comrittee are present at the
neeting, a mpjority of those present may select a person to fill
the vacancy. The chairperson and secretary of the neeting shal
certify in witing and under oath to the board of that county, not
later than four p.m of the eighty-sixth day before the day of the
general election, the nanme of the person selected to fill the
vacancy. The certification nust be acconpanied by the witten
acceptance of the nomi nation by the person whose nane is
certified. A vacancy that may be filled by an internedi ate or
nm nor political party shall be filled in accordance with the
party's rules by authorized officials of the party. Certification
nmust be made as in the manner provided for a major politica
party.

(D) If a person noninated in a primary election as a party
candi date for election at the next general election, whose
candi dacy is to be submitted to the electors of a district within
a county, withdraws as that candidate or is disqualified as that
candi date under section 3513.052 of the Revised Code, the vacancy

in the party nomination so created may be filled by a district
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conmmittee consisting of those nenbers of the county central
commttee or, if so authorized, those nmenbers of the county
executive conmittee in that county of the najor political party
that nade the nonmination at the primary el ection who represent the
precincts or the wards and townships within the district, if the
committee' s chairperson and secretary certify the nane of the
person selected to fill the vacancy by the tine specified in this
division, at a neeting called for that purpose. The district
committee neeting shall be called by the chairperson of the county
central conmittee or executive conmittee, as appropriate, who
shal | give each nenber of the district commttee at |east two
days' notice of the tinme, place, and purpose of the neeting. If a
majority of the nmenbers of the district conmmittee are present at
the district conmttee neeting, a mpjority of those present may
select a person to fill the vacancy. The chairperson and secretary
of the district comiittee neeting shall certify in witing and
under oath to the board of the county, not later than four p.m of
the eighty-sixth day before the day of the general election, the
name of the person selected to fill the vacancy. The certification
nust be acconpani ed by the witten acceptance of the nom nation by
the person whose nane is certified. A vacancy that may be filled
by an internmediate or minor political party shall be filled in
accordance with the party's rules by authorized officials of the
party. Certification nust be nade as in the manner provided for a

maj or political party.

(E) If a person nominated in a primary election as a party
candi date for election at the next general election, whose
candidacy is to be submtted to the electors of a subdivision
within a county, withdraws as that candidate or is disqualified as
t hat candi date under section 3513.052 of the Revised Code, the
vacancy in the party nomnation so created nay be filled by a
subdi vi sion committee consisting of those nenbers of the county

central conmttee or, if so authorized, those nmenbers of the
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county executive committee in that county of the major political
party that nmade the nomination at that prinmary el ection who
represent the precincts or the wards and townships within that
subdivision, if the conmttee's chairperson and secretary certify
the nanme of the person selected to fill the vacancy by the tinme

specified in this division, at a neeting called for that purpose.

The subdivision commttee neeting shall be called by the
chairperson of the county central committee or executive
committee, as appropriate, who shall give each nenber of the
subdi vision conmittee at | east two days' notice of the tineg,
pl ace, and purpose of the neeting. If a majority of the nenbers of
the subdivision commttee are present at the subdivision comittee
nmeeting, a mpjority of those present may select a person to fill
t he vacancy. The chairperson and secretary of the subdivision
committee neeting shall certify in witing and under oath to the
board of the county, not later than four p.m of the eighty-sixth
day before the day of the general election, the nane of the person
selected to fill the vacancy. The certification nust be
acconpani ed by the witten acceptance of the nomination by the
person whose nanme is certified. A vacancy that may be filled by an
internmediate or mnor political party shall be filled in
accordance with the party's rules by authorized officials of the
party. Certification nust be nade in the manner provided for a

maj or political party.

(F) If a person nom nated by petition as an i ndependent or
nonparti san candi date for election at the next general election
wi thdraws as that candidate or is disqualified as that candi date
under section 3513.052 of the Revised Code, the vacancy so created
may be filled by a majority of the coormittee of five, as
desi gnated on the candidate's nominating petition, if a nenber of
that conmittee certifies in witing and under oath to the el ection

officials with whomthe candidate filed the candi date's nom nating
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petition, not later than the eighty-sixth day before the day of
the general election, the nane of the person selected to fill the
vacancy. The certification shall be acconpanied by the witten
acceptance of the nom nation by the person whose nane is certified
and shall be made in the manner provided for a major politica
party.

(G If a person noninated in a primary election as a party
candi date for election at the next general election dies, the
vacancy so created may be filled by the sanme conmittee in the sane
manner as provided in this section for the filling of sinmlar
vacanci es created by wi thdrawal s or disqualifications under
section 3513.052 of the Revised Code, except that the
certification, when filling a vacancy created by death, may not be
filed with the secretary of state, or with a board of the nost
popul ous county of a district, or with the board of a county in
whi ch the maj or portion of the population of a subdivision is
| ocated, later than four p.m of the tenth day before the day of
such general election, or with any other board later than four

p.m of the fifth day before the day of such general election

(H If a person nom nated by petition as an i ndependent or
nonparti san candi date for election at the next general election
dies prior to the tenth day before the day of that genera
el ection, the vacancy so created nay be filled by a majority of
the coommittee of five designated in the nominating petition to
represent the candidate naned in it. To fill the vacancy a nenber
of the cormmittee shall, not later than four p.m of the fifth day
before the day of the general election, file with the election
officials with whomthe petition nom nating the person was fil ed,
a certificate signed and sworn to under oath by a majority of the
menbers, designating the person they select to fill the vacancy.
The certification nust be acconpanied by the witten acceptance of

the nomi nation by the person whose nane is so certified.
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(1) If a person holding an elective office dies e, resigns,

retires, is removed, or otherw se vacates that office subsequent

to the one hundred fifteenth day before the day of a primary

el ection and prior to the eighty-sixth day before the day of the
next general election, and if, under the laws of this state, a
person may be elected at that general election to fill the

unexpi red term ef—+the—person—who—-has—died—or—resighed, the
appropriate conmittee of each political party, acting as in the
case of a vacancy in a party nom nation, as provided in divisions
(A) to (D) of this section, may select a person as the party

candi date for election for such unexpired termat that genera

el ection, and certify the person's nanme to the appropriate

el ection official not later than four p.m on the eighty-sixth day
before the day of that general election, or on the tenth day

foll owing the day on which the vacancy occurs, whichever is later
When t he vacancy occurs on or subsequent to the eighty-sixth day
and prior to the fifty-sixth day before the general election, the
appropriate conmittee may select a person as the party candi date
and certify the person's nane, as provided in the preceding
sentence, not later than four p.m on the fiftieth day before the
general election. Thereupon the nane shall be printed as the party
candi date under proper titles and in the proper place on the
proper ballots for use at the election. If a person has been
noninated in a primary el ection, the authorized comittee of that
political party shall not select and certify a person as the party

candi dat e.

(J) Each person desiring to become an independent candi date
to fill the unexpired termshall file a statenent of candi dacy and
nom nating petition, as provided in section 3513.261 of the
Revi sed Code, with the appropriate election official not |ater
than four p.m on the tenth day foll owing the day on which the
vacancy occurs, provided that when the vacancy occurs fewer than

si x days before the fifty-sixth day before the general election,
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the deadline for filing shall be four p.m on the fiftieth day
before the general election. The nominating petition shall contain
at | east seven hundred fifty signatures and no nore than one
thousand five hundred signatures of qualified electors of the
district, political subdivision, or portion of a politica

subdi vision in which the office is to be voted upon, or the anount
provided for in section 3513.257 of the Revised Code, whichever is

| ess.

(K) When a person nominated as a candidate by a politica
party in a primary election or by noninating petition for an
el ective office for which candi dates are nominated at a party
primary election withdraws, dies, or is disqualified under section
3513. 052 of the Revised Code prior to the general election, the
appropriate comrittee of any other major political party or
conmttee of five that has not nominated a candidate for that
office, or whose nom nee as a candidate for that office has
wi t hdrawn, died, or been disqualified wi thout the vacancy so
created having been filled, may, acting as in the case of a
vacancy in a party nom nation or nom nation by petition as
provided in divisions (A) to (F) of this section, whichever is
appropriate, select a person as a candidate of that party or of

that commttee of five for election to the office.

Sec. 3515.04. At the tinme and place fixed for naking a
recount, the board of elections, in the presence of all observers
who may be in attendance, shall open the seal ed containers

containing the ballots to be recounted, and shall recount them -

therecount— Ball ots shall be handled only by the nenbers of the
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board or by the director or other enployees of the board.
bservers shall be permitted to see the ballots, but they shal

not be permtted to touch them and the board shall not pernit the
counting or tabulation of votes shown on the ballots for any

nonmi nation, or for election to any office or position, or upon any
qguestion or issue, other than the votes shown on such ballots for
the nom nation, election, question, or issue concerning which a

recount of ballots was applied for.

At any tine before the ballots fromall of the precincts
listed in an application for the recount or involved in a recount
pursuant to section 3515.011 of the Revised Code have been
recounted, the applicant or declared |osing candi date or nom nee
or each of the declared |osing candi dates or nominees entitled to
file a request prior to the conmencenent of a recount, as provided
in section 3515.03 of the Revised Code, nay file with the board a
witten request to stop the recount and not recount the ballots
fromthe precincts so listed that have not been recounted prior to
the time of the request. |If, upon the request, the board finds
that results of the votes in the precincts recounted, if
substituted for the results of the votes in those precincts as
shown in the abstract of the votes in those precincts, would not
cause the applicant, if a person for whom votes were cast for
nom nation or election, to be declared nom nated or elected or if
an el ection upon a question or issue would not cause a result
contrary to the result as declared prior to such recount, it shal
grant the request and shall not recount the ballots of the
precincts listed in the application for recount that have not been
recounted prior to that tine. If the board finds otherw se, it
shal | deny the request and shall continue to recount ballots until
the ballots fromall of the precincts listed in the application
for recount have been recounted; provided that, if the request is
denied, it may be renewed fromtinme to time. Upon any such

renewal , the board shall consider and act upon the request in the
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same nmanner as provided in this section in connection with an

ori gi nal request.

n 1] " 1]
)

| , , : . -  cod Code.

Sec. 3517.01. (A)(1) A political party within the neani ng of
Title XXXV of the Revised Code is any group of voters that, at the
nost recent regular state election, polled for its candidate for
governor in the state or noninees for presidential electors at
| east five per cent of the entire vote cast for that office or

that fHtled wth the secretary of state did either of the

foll ow ng, subsequent to any election in which it received | ess

than five per cent of that vote—a.

(a) Filed with the secretary of state a petition signed by

gualified electors equal in nunber to at | east one-half of one per

cent of the total vote for governor or nom nees for presidential

el ectors at the nost recent election, declaring their intention of
organi zing a political party, the name of which shall be stated in
the declaration, and of participating in the succeeding primary

el ection, held in even-nunbered years, that occurs nore than one
hundred twenty days after the date of filing,_or

(b) Filed with the secretary of state a petition signed by

qualified electors equal in nunber to at | east one-half of one per

cent of the total vote for governor at the npbst recent el ection,

declaring their intention of organizing a political party, the

nane of which shall be stated in the declaration, and of

certifying candidates only for the offices of president and

vice-president at the succeeding general election, held in an

even- nunbered year, that occurs nore than eighty days after the
date of filing. Ne

No such group of electors shall assune a name or designation
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that is simlar, in the opinion of the secretary of state, to that
of an existing political party as to confuse or mslead the voters
at an election. If any political party fails to cast five per cent
of the total vote cast at an election for the office of governor

or president, it shall cease to be a political party.

(2) A canpaign conmttee shall be legally liable for any
debts, contracts, or expenditures incurred or executed inits

namne.

(B) Notwithstanding the definitions found in section 3501.01
of the Revised Code, as used in this section and sections 3517.08
to 3517.14, 3517.99, and 3517.992 of the Revi sed Code:

(1) "Canpaign comm ttee" neans a candi date or a conbination
of two or nore persons authorized by a candidate under section
3517.081 of the Revised Code to receive contributions and make

expendi t ures.

(2) "Canpaign treasurer" neans an individual appointed by a
candi date under section 3517.081 of the Revised Code.

(3) "Candi date" has the same neaning as in division (H of
section 3501.01 of the Revised Code and al so includes any person
who, at any tinme before or after an el ection, receives
contributions or makes expenditures or other use of contributions,
has gi ven consent for another to receive contributions or make
expendi tures or other use of contributions, or appoints a canpaign
treasurer, for the purpose of bringing about the person's
nom nation or election to public office. Wien two persons jointly
seek the offices of governor and |ieutenant governor, "candi date"
means the pair of candidates jointly. "Candi date" does not include
candi dates for election to the offices of menber of a county or
state central commttee, presidential elector, and delegate to a

national convention or conference of a political party.

(4) "Continuing association" neans an associ ation, other than
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a canpaign commttee, political party, legislative canpaign fund,
political contributing entity, or |abor organization, that is

i ntended to be a permanent organi zation that has a primary purpose
ot her than supporting or opposing specific candidates, political
parties, or ballot issues, and that functions on a regular basis

t hr oughout the year. "Continuing association" includes

organi zations that are determ ned to be not organi zed for profit
under subsection 501 and that are described in subsection
501(c)(3), 501(c)(4), or 501(c)(6) of the Internal Revenue Code.

(5) "Contribution" neans a loan, gift, deposit, forgiveness
of indebtedness, donation, advance, paynment, or transfer of funds
or anything of value, including a transfer of funds froman inter
vivos or testamentary trust or decedent's estate, and the paynent
by any person other than the person to whomthe services are
rendered for the personal services of another person, which
contribution is nade, received, or used for the purpose of
i nfluencing the results of an election. Any loan, gift, deposit,
forgi veness of indebtedness, donation, advance, paynent, or
transfer of funds or of anything of value, including a transfer of
funds froman inter vivos or testanentary trust or decedent's
estate, and the paynent by any canpaign comrittee, political
action comrttee, |egislative canpaign fund, political party,
political contributing entity, or person other than the person to
whom t he services are rendered for the personal services of
anot her person, that is nade, received, or used by a state or
county political party, other than nbneys a state or county
political party receives fromthe Chio political party fund
pursuant to section 3517.17 of the Revised Code and the noneys a
state or county political party may receive under sections
3517. 101, 3517.1012, and 3517.1013 of the Revi sed Code, shall be
consi dered to be a "contribution" for the purpose of section
3517.10 of the Revised Code and shall be included on a statenent

of contributions filed under that section
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"Contribution" does not include any of the follow ng:

(a) Services provided w thout conpensation by individuals

vol unteering a portion or all of their tine on behalf of a person;
(b) Odinary hone hospitality;

(c) The personal expenses of a volunteer paid for by that

vol unt eer canpai gn wor ker

(d) Any gift given to a state or county political party
pursuant to section 3517.101 of the Revised Code. As used in
division (B)(5)(d) of this section, "political party" neans only a

maj or political party;

(e) Any contribution as defined in section 3517.1011 of the
Revi sed Code that is nade, received, or used to pay the direct

costs of producing or airing an el ectioneering comuni cati on;

(f) Any gift given to a state or county political party for
the party's restricted fund under division (A)(2) of section
3517. 1012 of the Revi sed Code;

(g) Any gift given to a state political party for deposit in
a Levin account pursuant to section 3517.1013 of the Revi sed Code.
As used in this division, "Levin account" has the same neani ng as

in that section.

(h) Any donation given to a transition fund under section
3517. 1014 of the Revised Code.

(6) "Expenditure" nmeans the disbursenment or use of a
contribution for the purpose of influencing the results of an
el ection or of making a charitable donation under division (G of
section 3517.08 of the Revised Code. Any disbursenment or use of a
contribution by a state or county political party is an
expenditure and shall be considered either to be nade for the
purpose of influencing the results of an election or to be made as

a charitable donation under division (G of section 3517.08 of the
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Revi sed Code and shall be reported on a statenent of expenditures
filed under section 3517.10 of the Revised Code. During the thirty
days preceding a primary or general election, any disbursenent to
pay the direct costs of producing or airing a broadcast, cable, or
satellite communication that refers to a clearly identified

candi date shall be considered to be nmade for the purpose of

i nfluencing the results of that election and shall be reported as
an expenditure or as an independent expenditure under section
3517.10 or 3517.105 of the Revised Code, as applicable, except
that the information required to be reported regardi ng
contributors for those expenditures or independent expenditures
shall be the same as the information required to be reported under
divisions (D)(1) and (2) of section 3517.1011 of the Revi sed Code.

As used in this division, "broadcast, cable, or satellite
communi cation" and "refers to a clearly identified candi date" have

the same neanings as in section 3517.1011 of the Revised Code.

(7) "Personal expenses" includes, but is not limted to,
ordi nary expenses for accommodati ons, clothing, food, persona

not or vehicle or airplane, and home tel ephone.

(8) "Political action commttee" nmeans a conbi nati on of two
or nore persons, the primary or major purpose of which is to
support or oppose any candidate, political party, or issue, or to
i nfluence the result of any election through express advocacy, and
that is not a political party, a canmpaign committee, a political
contributing entity, or a legislative canpaign fund. "Political

action committee" does not include either of the follow ng:

(a) A continuing association that nakes di sbursenments for the
direct costs of producing or airing el ectioneering comunications

and that does not engage in express advocacy;

(b) Apolitical club that is fornmed primarily for soci al

pur poses and that consists of one hundred nenbers or |ess, has
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of ficers and periodic neetings, has | ess than two thousand five
hundred dollars in its treasury at all tinmes, and makes an
aggregate total contribution of one thousand dollars or |ess per

cal endar year

(9) "Public office" means any state, county, rmunicipal
township, or district office, except an office of a political
party, that is filled by an election and the offices of United

States senator and representative.

(10) "Anything of value" has the sanme neaning as in section
1. 03 of the Revised Code.

(11) "Beneficiary of a canpaign fund" neans a candi date, a
public official or enployee for whose benefit a canpaign fund
exi sts, and any ot her person who has ever been a candi date or
public official or enployee and for whose benefit a canpai gn fund

exi st s.

(12) "Canpai gn fund" neans noney or other property, including

contri butions.

(13) "Public official or enployee" has the sanme nmeaning as in
section 102. 01 of the Revised Code.

(14) "Caucus" neans all of the nenbers of the house of
representatives or all of the nenbers of the senate of the genera

assenbly who are nenbers of the same political party.

(15) "Legislative canpaign fund" neans a fund that is
established as an auxiliary of a state political party and

associ ated with one of the houses of the general assenbly.

(16) "In-kind contribution"” nmeans anything of val ue other
than noney that is used to influence the results of an election or
is transferred to or used in support of or in opposition to a
candi date, canpaign comrittee, |egislative campaign fund,

political party, political action comrittee, or political
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contributing entity and that is made with the consent of, in
coordi nation, cooperation, or consultation with, or at the request
or suggestion of the benefited candi date, conmittee, fund, party,
or entity. The financing of the dissem nation, distribution, or
republication, in whole or part, of any broadcast or of any
witten, graphic, or other form of campaign materials prepared by
the candi date, the candidate's canpaign conmttee, or their

aut hori zed agents is an in-kind contribution to the candi date and

an expenditure by the candi date.

(17) "Independent expenditure" nmeans an expenditure by a
person advocating the election or defeat of an identified
candi date or candidates, that is not nade with the consent of, in
coordi nati on, cooperation, or consultation with, or at the request
or suggestion of any candi date or candi dates or of the canpaign
committee or agent of the candidate or candidates. As used in

division (B)(17) of this section

(a) "Person" nmeans an individual, partnership, unincorporated
busi ness organi zation or association, political action conmittee,
political contributing entity, separate segregated fund,
associ ation, or other organization or group of persons, but not a
| abor organi zation or a corporation unless the |abor organization

or corporation is a political contributing entity.

(b) "Advocating" neans any conmmuni cation containing a nessage

advocating el ection or defeat.

(c) "ldentified candi date" neans that the nane of the
candi dat e appears, a photograph or drawi ng of the candi date
appears, or the identity of the candidate is otherw se apparent by

unanbi guous reference.

(d) "Made in coordination, cooperation, or consultation wth,
or at the request or suggestion of, any candidate or the canpaign

committee or agent of the candi date" nmeans made pursuant to any
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arrangement, coordination, or direction by the candidate, the
candi date' s canpai gn conmittee, or the candidate's agent prior to
the publication, distribution, display, or broadcast of the
communi cation. An expenditure is presuned to be so nmade when it is

any of the follow ng:

(i) Based on information about the candidate's plans,
proj ects, or needs provided to the person making the expenditure
by the candi date, or by the candidate's canpai gn conmittee or

agent, with a view toward having an expenditure nade;

(ii) Made by or through any person who is, or has been,
aut hori zed to raise or expend funds, who is, or has been, an
of ficer of the candi date's canpaign conmrittee, or who is, or has
been, receiving any form of conpensation or reinbursenent fromthe

candi date or the candi date's canpaign commttee or agent;

(iii) Except as otherwi se provided in division (D) of section
3517.105 of the Revised Code, made by a political party in support
of a candidate, unless the expenditure is nmade by a politica

party to conduct voter registration or voter education efforts.

(e) "Agent" neans any person who has actual oral or witten
authority, either express or inplied, to make or to authorize the
meki ng of expenditures on behalf of a candidate, or nmeans any
person who has been placed in a position with the candidate's
campai gn committee or organi zation such that it would reasonably
appear that in the ordinary course of canpaign-related activities

the person nay authorize expenditures.

(18) "Labor organization" neans a | abor union; an enpl oyee
organi zation; a federation of |abor unions, groups, |locals, or
ot her enpl oyee organi zations; an auxiliary of a |abor union,
enpl oyee organi zation, or federation of |abor unions, groups,
| ocal s, or other enployee organizations; or any other bona fide

organi zation in which enpl oyees participate and that exists for
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the purpose, in whole or in part, of dealing with enployers
concerni ng grievances, |abor disputes, wages, hours, and other

ternms and conditions of enpl oynent.

(19) "Separate segregated fund" means a separate segregated

fund established pursuant to the Federal Election Canpaign Act.

(20) "Federal Election Canpaign Act" neans the "Federal
El ecti on Canpaign Act of 1971," 86 Stat. 11, 2 U S.C A 431, et

seq., as anmended.

(21) "Restricted fund" neans the fund a state or county
political party nust establish under division (A)(1) of section
3517.1012 of the Revised Code.

(22) "El ectioneering conmuni cation” has the sane neani ng as
in section 3517.1011 of the Revised Code.

(23) "Express advocacy" means a comruni cati on that contains
express words advocating the nom nation, election, or defeat of a
candi date or that contains express words advocating the adoption
or defeat of a question or issue, as deternined by a final

j udgnent of a court of conpetent jurisdiction.

(24) "Political committee" has the sane neaning as in section
3517. 1011 of the Revised Code.

(25) "Political contributing entity" means any entity,
i ncluding a corporation or |abor organization, that may |awfully
make contributions and expenditures and that is not an individual
or a political action comittee, continuing association, canpaign
committee, political party, |egislative canpaign fund, designated
state canmpai gn conmittee, or state candi date fund. For purposes of
this division, "lawfully" neans not prohibited by any section of
the Revised Code, or authorized by a final judgnent of a court of

conpetent jurisdiction.

Sec. 3517.012. (A) Wien a petition neeting the requirenents

Page 206

6343
6344
6345

6346
6347

6348
6349
6350

6351
6352
6353

6354
6355

6356
6357
6358
6359
6360

6361
6362

6363
6364
6365
6366
6367
6368
6369
6370
6371

6372



S. B. No. 148
As Introduced

of division (A)(1)(a) of section 3517.01 of the Revi sed Code

declaring the intention to organize a political party is filed

with the secretary of state, the new party cones into | ega

exi stence on the date of filing and is entitled to hold a primary
el ection as set out in section 3513.01 of the Revised Code, at the
primary election, held in even-nunbered years that occurs nore

t han one hundred twenty days after the date of filing.

(B) When a petition neeting the requirenents of division
(A (1) (b) of section 3517.01 of the Revised Code declaring the

intention to organize a political party is filed with the

secretary of state, the new party cones into | egal existence on

the date of filing and is entitled to certify the names of

candi dates for president and vice-president for the general

election ballot, as specified in division (B)(3) of section

3505.10 of the Revised Code, at the general election, held in the

vear in which a presidential prinmary election is conducted, that

occurs nore than eighty days after the date of filing.

Sec. 3519.01. (A) Only one proposal of |law or constitutional
anmendnment to be proposed by initiative petition shall be contained
inan initiative petition to enable the voters to vote on that
proposal separately. A petition shall include the text of any
existing statute or constitutional provision that would be anmended
or repealed if the proposed | aw or constitutional anmendnment is

adopt ed.

Whoever seeks to propose a |law or constitutional anmendment by
initiative petition shall, by a witten petition signed by one
t housand qualified electors, submt the proposed | aw or
constitutional anendnment and a summary of it to the attorney
general for exam nation. Wthin ten days after the recei pt of the
witten petition and the sutmmary of it, the attorney general shal

conduct an exami nation of the summary. [f, in the opinion of the
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attorney general, the summary is a fair and truthful statenment of
the proposed | aw or constitutional anendnent, the attorney genera
shall so certify and then forward the subnitted petition to the
Ohi o ballot board for its approval under division (A) of section
3505. 062 of the Revised Code. If the Chio ballot board returns the
submtted petition to the attorney general with its certification
as described in that division, the attorney general shall then
file with the secretary of state a verified copy of the proposed

| aw or constitutional anendnent together with its sumary and the

attorney general's certification

Whenever the Ohio ballot board divides an initiative petition
into individual petitions containing only one proposed | aw or
constitutional anmendnent under division (A) of section 3505.062 of
the Revised Code resulting in the need for the petitioners to
resubmit to the attorney general appropriate sunmaries for each of
the individual petitions arising fromthe board's division of the
initiative petition, the attorney general shall reviewthe
resubmitted summaries, within ten days after their receipt, to
determine if they are a fair and truthful statement of the
respective proposed |aws or constitutional amendnents and, if so,
certify them These resubm ssions shall contain no new
expl anations or argunents. Then, the attorney general shall file
with the secretary of state a verified copy of each of the
proposed | aws or constitutional amendnents together with their
respective sunmaries and the attorney general's certification of

each.

(B) (1) Whoever seeks to file a referendum petition agai nst
any |law, section, or itemin any law shall, by a witten petition
signed by one thousand qualified el ectors, submt the neasure to
be referred and a sutmmary of it to the secretary of state and, on
the sanme day or within one business day before or after that day,

subnit a copy of the petition, neasure, and summary to the
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attorney general.

(2) Not later than ten business days after receiving the
petition, neasure, and summary, the secretary of state shall do

both of the follow ng:

(a) Have the validity of the signatures on the petition

verified;

(b) After conmparing the text of the neasure to be referred
with the copy of the enrolled act on file in the secretary of
state's office containing the law, section, or itemof |aw,

determ ne whether the text is correct and, if it is, so certify.

(3) Not later than ten business days after receiving a copy
of the petition, neasure, and summary, the attorney general shal
exam ne the sunmary and, if in the attorney general's opinion, the
summary is a fair and truthful statement of the nmeasure to be

referred, so certify.

(© Any person who is aggrieved by a certification decision
under division (A or (B) of this section nmay chall enge the
certification or failure to certify of the attorney general in the
suprenme court, which shall have exclusive, original jurisdiction

in all challenges of those certification decisions.

Sec. 3519. 16. Fheecireulatorof any part-petition—the
: : . tion: : .
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not—property—verified-shallnot—be ineluded— Pursuant to Section

1g of Article Il, Ohio Constitution, the suprene court of Chio

shall have original, exclusive jurisdiction in all challenges to

initiative and referendum petitions.

The properly verified part-petitions, together with the
report of the board, shall be returned to the secretary of state
I . Lon- : hat i
S I I
By I I hall I I I I -
together—w-ththeirreport. The secretary of state shall notify,
by certified mail, the-chairperson each nenber of the committee in

charge of the circulation as to the sufficiency or insufficiency

of the petition and the extent of the insufficiency.

If the petition is found insufficient because of an
i nsufficient nunber of valid signatures, the conmittee shall be
all oned ten additional days after the netificationby first nmenber

of the committee receives notice of the petition's insufficiency

by certified mail fromthe secretary of state for the filing of

additional signatures to the petition. No additional signatures

shall be collected by the circulator of a referendum petition

during the period beqginning ninety days after the governor filed

the bill that is the subject of the referendumwi th the secretary

of state and ending on the date that the secretary of state

notifies the circulators that the petition has an insufficient
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nunber of valid signatures. The part-petitions of the

suppl enentary petition that appear to the secretary of state to be
properly verified, upon their receipt by the secretary of state,
shall forthwith be forwarded to the boards of the several counties
together with the part-petitions of the original petition that
have been properly verified. They shall be inmedi ately exam ned
and passed upon as to the validity and sufficiency of the
signatures on them by each of the boards and returned within five
days to the secretary of state with the report of each board. No
sighature on a supplenentary part-petition that is the sanme as a
signature on an original part-petition shall be counted. The
nunber of signatures in both the original and suppl enentary
petitions, properly verified, shall be used by the secretary of
state in determning the total nunmber of signatures to the
petition that the secretary of state shall record and announce. If
they are sufficient, the anendnent, proposed |aw, or |aw shall be
pl aced on the ballot as required by law. If the petition is found
insufficient, the secretary of state shall notify the commttee in

charge of the circulation of the petition

Sec. 3599.07. No judge—of elections precinct election

official, observer, or police officer admtted into the polling

roons at the election, at any tinme while the polls are open, shall
have in the individual's possession, distribute, or give out any
ball ot or ticket to any person on any pretense during the
receiving, counting, or certifying of the votes, or have any

ball ot or ticket in the individual's possession or control, except
in the proper discharge of the individual's official duty in

recei ving, counting, or canvassing the votes. This section does

not prevent the | awful exercise by a judge—ef—eleetions precinct
election official or observer of the individual right to vote at

such el ecti on.
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Sec. 3599.17. (A) No elections official serving as a

regi strar or pudge—ef—eleetions precinct election official shall

do any of the follow ng:

(1) Fail to appear before the board of elections, or its
representative, after notice has been served personally upon the
official or left at the official's usual place of residence, for

exam nation as to the official's qualifications;

(2) Fail to appear at the polling place to which the official
is assigned at the hour and during the hours set for the

regi stration or election;

(3) Fail to take the oath prescribed by section 3501. 31 of

the Revi sed Code, unless excused by such board;

(4) Refuse or sanction the refusal of another registrar or

judge—of elections precinct election official to adm nister an

oath required by | aw

(5) Fail to send notice to the board of the appointnment of a

judge precinct election official to fill a vacancy;

(6) Act as registrar or judge precinct election official

wi t hout havi ng been appointed and having received a certificate of

appoi ntment, except a judge precinct election official appointed

to fill a vacancy caused by absence or renoval
(7) Fail in any other way to performany duty inposed by |aw.

(B) Whoever violates division (A of this sectionis guilty

of a m sdeneanor of the first degree.

Sec. 3599.19. (A No judge—-of elections precinct election

official shall know ngly do any of the foll ow ng:

(1) Unlawfully open or permt to be opened the seal ed package
containing registration lists, ballots, blanks, pollbooks, and

ot her papers and material to be used in an el ection;
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(2) Unlawfully m splace, carry away, negligently |ose or

permt to be taken fromthe judge precinct election official, fai

to deliver, or destroy any such packages, papers, or material;

(3) Receive or sanction the reception of a ballot froma
person not a qualified elector or froma person who refused to

answer a question in accordance with the election |aw,

(4) Refuse to receive or sanction the rejection of a ball ot

froma person, knowi ng that person to be a qualified elector;

(5) Permit a fraudulent ballot to be placed in the ball ot

box;

(6) Place or permit to be placed in any ballot box any ball ot

known by the judge precinct election official to be inproperly or

fal sely marked;

(7) Count or permit to be counted any illegal or fraudul ent

bal | ot ;

(8) Mslead an el ector who is physically unable to prepare
the elector's ballot, mark a ballot for such el ector otherw se
than as directed by that elector, or disclose to any person,

except when legally required to do so, how such el ector voted,

(9) Alter or mark or permt any alteration or marking on any

bal | ot when counting the ballots;

(10) Unlawfully count or tally or sanction the w ongful

counting or tallying of votes;

(11) After the counting of votes comences, as required by
| aw, postpone or sanction the postponenent of the counting of
votes, adjourn at any tine or to any place, or renove the ball ot

box fromthe place of voting, or fromthe custody or presence of

all the judges—of such elections precinct election officials;

(12) Permt any ballot to remain or to be in the ballot box

at the opening of the polls, or to be put in the box during the
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counting of the ballots, or to be left in the box w thout being

count ed;

(13) Admit or sanction the adm ssion to the polling room at
an election during the receiving, counting, and certifying of

votes of any person not qualified by law to be so admtted;

(14) Refuse to admt or sanction the refusal to admt any
person, upon | awful request for adm ssion, who is legally

qualified to be present;

(15) Permit or sanction the counting of the ballots contrary

to the nmanner prescribed by | aw,

(16) Neglect or unlawfully execute any duty enjoined upon the

judge precinct election official by |aw

(B) Wioever violates division (A) of this section is guilty

of a m sdenmeanor of the first degree.

Sec. 3599.31. No officer of the law shall fail to obey
forthwith an order of the presiding—judge voting |ocation manager

and aid in enforcing a | awful order of the presidingjudges voting
| ocation manager at an el ection, against persons unlawfully

congregating or loitering within one hundred feet of a polling

pl ace, hindering or delaying an elector fromreaching or |eaving
the polling place, soliciting or attenpting, within one hundred
feet of the polling place, to influence an elector in casting the
el ector's vote, or interfering with the registration of voters or

casting and counting of the ballots.

Whoever violates this section is guilty of a nisdenmeanor of

the first degree.

Sec. 4301.32. The privilege of local option as to the sale of
intoxicating liquors is hereby conferred upon the electors of an

el ection precinct named by the petition authorized by section

Page 214

6588
6589

6590
6591
6592

6593
6594
6595

6596
6597

6598
6599

6600
6601

6602
6603
6604
6605
6606
6607
6608
6609
6610
6611

6612
6613

6614
6615
6616



S. B. No. 148
As Introduced

4301. 33 of the Revi sed Code.

Upon the request of an elector, a board of elections of a
county that enconpasses an el ection precinct shall furnish to the
el ector a copy of the instructions prepared by the secretary of
state under division (P(A)(15) of section 3501.05 of the Revised
Code and, within fifteen days after the request, with a
certificate indicating the nunber of valid signhatures that will be
requi red upon a petition to hold a special election in that
precinct on a question specified in section 4301.35 or 4301. 351 of
t he Revi sed Code.

Sec. 4301.334. (A) The privilege of local option conferred by
section 4301. 324 of the Revised Code nay be exercised if, not
later than four p.m of the ninetieth day before the day of a
general or primary election, a petition and other information
required by division (B) of this section are presented to the
board of elections of the county in which the community facility
naned in the petition is |ocated. The petition shall be signed by
el ectors of the nunicipal corporation or unincorporated area of
the township in which the community facility is |ocated equal in
nunber to at |east ten per cent of the total nunmber of votes cast
in the municipal corporation or unincorporated area of the
township in which the community facility is located for the office
of governor at the nobst recent general election for that office

and shall contain both of the follow ng:

(1) Anotice that the petition is for the subm ssion of the
qguestion set forth in section 4301. 356 of the Revised Code and a
statement indicating whether the hours of Sunday sal es sought in
the | ocal option election are between ten a.m and m dni ght or

bet ween el even a.m and m dni ght;

(2) The nane and address of the community facility for which

the local option election is sought and, if the community facility
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is a coomunity entertai nment district, the boundaries of the

district.

(B) Upon the request of a petitioner, a board of elections of
a county shall furnish to the petitioner a copy of the
i nstructions prepared by the secretary of state under division
2-(A) (15) of section 3501.05 of the Revised Code and, within
fifteen days after the request, a certificate indicating the
nunber of valid signatures that will be required on a petition to
hold an el ection in the municipal corporation or unincorporated
area of the township in which the community facility is |located on

the question specified in section 4301.356 of the Revi sed Code.

The petitioner shall, not less than thirty days before the
petition-filing deadline for an election on the question specified
in section 4301. 356 of the Revised Code, specify to the division
of liquor control the name and address of the community facility
for which the election is sought and, if the conmunity facility is
a comunity entertai nment district, the boundaries of the
di strict, the nunicipal corporation or unincorporated area of a
township in which the election is sought, and the filing deadline.
The division shall, within a reasonable period of tinme and not
| ater than ten days before the filing deadline, supply the
petitioner with the nane and address of any pernit hol der for or

within the conmunity facility.

The petitioner shall file the name and address of any permt
hol der who woul d be affected by the election at the tinme the
petitioner files the petition with the board of elections. Wthin
five days after receiving the petition, the board shall give
notice by certified mail to any pernmit holder within the comrunity
facility that it has received the petition. Failure of the
petitioner to supply the nane and address of any permt hol der for
or within the community facility as furnished to the petitioner by

the division invalidates the petition
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(©O Not later than the seventy-eighth day before the day of
the next general or primary el ection, whichever occurs first, the
board shall exami ne and determ ne the sufficiency of the
signhatures on the petition. If the board finds that the petition
is valid, it shall order the holding of an election in the
muni ci pal corporation or unincorporated area of a township on the
day of the next general or primary el ection, whichever occurs
first, for the submi ssion of the question set forth in section
4301. 356 of the Revised Code.

(D A petition filed with a board of el ections under this
section shall be open to public inspection under rul es adopted by
t he board.

(E) An elector who is eligible to vote on the question set
forth in section 4301. 356 of the Revised Code or any permt hol der
for or within the community facility may, not later than four p. m
of the seventy-fourth day before the day of the el ection at which
the question will be subnitted to the electors, file a witten
protest against the local option petition with the board of
el ections with which the petition was filed. Upon the filing of
the protest, the board shall pronptly fix a time and place for
hearing the protest and shall mail notice of the tine and place to
the person who filed the petition and to the person who filed the
protest. At the tinme and place fixed, the board shall hear the

protest and deternine the validity of the petition.

Sec. 4303.29. (A No permt, other than an H pernit, shall be
issued to a firmor partnership unless all the nmenbers of the firm
or partnership are citizens of the United States. No permt, other
than an H permt, shall be issued to an individual who is not a
citizen of the United States. No permt, other than an E or H
permit, shall be issued to any corporation organi zed under the

laws of any country, territory, or state other than this state
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until it has furnished the division of liquor control with
evidence that it has conplied with the laws of this state relating

to the transaction of business in this state.

The division may refuse to issue any pernmit to or refuse to
renew any permit of any person convicted of any felony that is
reasonably related to the person's fitness to operate a |iquor
permit business in this state. No holder of a permt shall sell,
assign, transfer, or pledge the permt without the witten consent

of the division.

(B)(1) No D3 permit shall be issued to any club unless the
cl ub has been continuously engaged in the activity specified in
section 4303.15 of the Revised Code, as a qualification for that

class of pernmit, for two years at the tinme the permt is issued.

(2)(a) Subject to division (B)(2)(b) of this section, upon
application by properly qualified persons, one CG1 and C-2 pernit
shall be issued for each one thousand popul ation or part of that
popul ation, and one D-1 and D-2 permt shall be issued for each
two thousand popul ati on or part of that population, in each
muni ci pal corporation and in the unincorporated area of each

t ownshi p.

Subject to division (B)(2)(b) of this section, not nore than
one D3, D4, or D5 permt shall be issued for each two thousand
popul ati on or part of that population in any mnunicipal corporation
and in the unincorporated area of any township, except that, in
any city of a population of fifty-five thousand or nore, one D3
permit may be issued for each fifteen hundred popul ati on or part

of that popul ation.

(b)(i) Division (B)(2)(a) of this section does not prohibit
the transfer of location or the transfer of ownership and | ocation
of aCl C2, D1, D2, D3, or D5 pernit froma nunici pal

corporation or the unincorporated area of a township in which the
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nunber of permits of that class exceeds the number of such pernits
aut hori zed to be issued under division (B)(2)(a) of this section
to an econonic devel opnent project |ocated in another mnunici pal
corporation or the unincorporated area of another township in

whi ch no additional permts of that class may be issued to the
applicant under division (B)(2)(a) of this section, but the
transfer of location or transfer of ownership and | ocation of the
permit may occur only if the applicant notifies the nunicipal
corporation or township to which the location of the permt will
be transferred regarding the transfer and that mnunici pal
corporation or township acknow edges in witing to the division of
liquor control, at the tine the application for the transfer of

| ocation or transfer of ownership and |ocation of the permt is
filed, that the transfer will be to an econom c devel opnent
project. This acknow edgnent by the nunicipal corporation or
townshi p does not prohibit it fromrequesting a hearing under
section 4303.26 of the Revised Code. The applicant is eligible to
apply for and receive the transfer of location of the pernit under
division (B)(2)(b) of this section if all permts of that class
that may be issued under division (B)(2)(a) of this section in the
appl i cabl e nuni ci pal corporation or unincorporated area of the
townshi p have al ready been issued or if the nunber of applications
filed for pernmits of that class in that municipal corporation or
the uni ncorporated area of that township exceed the nunber of
permits of that class that nmay be issued there under division
(B)(2)(a) of this section

A permt transferred under division (B)(2)(b) of this section
may be subsequently transferred to a different owner at the sane
| ocation, or to the sane owner or a different owner at a different
| ocation in the sanme nunicipal corporation or in the
uni ncorporated area of the sane township, as long as the sane or
new | ocati on neets the econoni c devel opnment project criteria set

forth in this section.
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(ii) Factors that shall be used to deternine the designation
of an economi c devel opnent project include, but are not linmited
to, architectural certification of the plans and the cost of the
project, the nunber of jobs that will be created by the project,
projected earnings of the project, projected tax revenues for the
political subdivisions in which the project will be |ocated, and
the anount of financial investnent in the project. The
superi ntendent of |iquor control shall deterni ne whether the
exi sting or proposed business that is seeking a pernit described
in division (B)(2)(b) of this section qualifies as an econonic
devel opnment project and, if the superintendent determ nes that it
so qualifies, shall designate the business as an econonic

devel opnent proj ect.

(3) Nothing in this section shall be construed to restrict
the issuance of a permit to a nunicipal corporation for use at a
nmuni ci pally owned airport at which comercial airline conpanies
operate regularly scheduled flights on which space is available to
the public. A municipal corporation applying for a permt for such
a nunicipally owmed airport is exenpt, in regard to that
application, fromthe population restrictions contained in this
section and from popul ati on quota restrictions contained in any
rule of the liquor control conm ssion. A nunicipal corporation
applying for a D1, D2, D3, D4, or D5 permt for such a
nmuni ci pally owned airport is subject to section 4303.31 of the
Revi sed Code.

(4) Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit
the issuance of a D permt to the board of trustees of a soldiers'
nmenorial for a prenises located at a soldiers' nenorial
establ i shed pursuant to Chapter 345. of the Revised Code. An
application for a D pernmt by the board for those prenises is
exenpt fromthe population restrictions contained in this section

and fromthe popul ation quota restrictions contained in any rule
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of the liquor control commission. The location of a D pernit

i ssued to the board for those prem ses shall not be transferred. A
board of trustees of a soldiers' nenorial applying for a D1, D 2,
D-3, D4, or D5 permt for the soldiers' nenorial is subject to
section 4303.31 of the Revised Code.

(5) Nothing in this section shall be construed to restrict
the issuance of a permt for a prem ses |ocated at a golf course
owned by a nunicipal corporation, township, or county, owned by a
park district created under Chapter 1545. of the Revised Code, or
owned by the state. The location of such a pernit issued on or
after Septenber 26, 1984, for a prem ses located at such a golf
course shall not be transferred. Any application for such a permt
is exenpt fromthe popul ation quota restrictions contained in this
section and fromthe popul ation quota restrictions contained in
any rule of the liquor control conmission. A runicipal
corporation, township, county, park district, or state agency
applying for a D1, D2, D3, D4, or D5 pernit for such a golf

course is subject to section 4303.31 of the Revised Code.

(6) As used in division (B)(6) of this section, "fair" has
the sanme neaning as in section 991. 01 of the Revised Code; "state
fairgrounds" neans the property that is held by the state for the
pur pose of conducting fairs, expositions, and exhibits and that is
mai nt ai ned and nmanaged by the Onhi o expositions comm ssion under
section 991.03 of the Revised Code; "capitol square" has the same
meaning as in section 105.41 of the Revised Code; and "Chio
judicial center" neans the site of the Chio suprenme court and its

gr ounds.

Nothing in this section shall be construed to restrict the
i ssuance of one or nore D permts to one or nore applicants for
all or a part of the state fairgrounds, capitol square, or the
Ohio judicial center. An application for a D pernit for the state

fairgrounds, capitol square, or the Chio judicial center is exenpt
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fromthe popul ation quota restrictions contained in this section
and fromthe popul ation quota restrictions contained in any rule
of the liquor control commission. The location of a D pernit

i ssued for the state fairgrounds, capitol square, or the Chio
judicial center shall not be transferred. An applicant for a D1,
D2, D3, or D5 pernit for the state fairgrounds is not subject
to section 4303.31 of the Revised Code.

Pursuant to section 1711.09 of the Revised Code, the hol der
of a D pernit issued for the state fairgrounds shall not deal in
spirituous liquor at the state fairgrounds during, or for one week
before or for three days after, any fair held at the state

fai rgrounds.

(7) Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit
the issuance of a D permit for a prem ses |ocated at a zool ogi cal
park at which sal es have been approved in an el ection held under
former section 4301.356 of the Revised Code. An application for a
D permit for such a prenises is exenpt fromthe popul ation
restrictions contained in this section, fromthe popul ati on quota
restrictions contained in any rule of the |liquor control
conm ssion, and from section 4303. 31 of the Revised Code. The
| ocation of a D permt issued for a prem ses at such a zool ogi ca
park shall not be transferred, and no quota or other restrictions
shall be placed on the nunber of D pernits that nmay be issued for

a prem ses at such a zool ogi cal park

(OQ(1) No D3, D4, D5 or Dba pernit shall be issued in
any el ection precinct in any municipal corporation or in any
el ection precinct in the unincorporated area of any township, in
whi ch at the Novenber, 1933, election a ngjority of the electors
voting thereon in the municipal corporation or in the
uni ncorporated area of the township voted agai nst the repeal of
Section 9 of Article XV, Chio Constitution, unless the sale of

spirituous liquor by the glass is authorized by a majority vote of
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the electors voting on the question in the precinct at an el ection
hel d pursuant to this section or by a ngjority vote of the

el ectors of the precinct voting on question (C) at a special |ocal
option election held in the precinct pursuant to section 4301. 35
of the Revised Code. Upon the request of an elector, the board of
el ections of the county that enconpasses the precinct shal

furnish the elector with a copy of the instructions prepared by
the secretary of state under division {PB(A) (15) of section
3501. 05 of the Revised Code and, within fifteen days after the
request, a certificate of the nunmber of signatures required for a

valid petition under this section.

Upon the petition of thirty-five per cent of the total nunber
of voters voting in any such precinct for the office of governor
at the preceding general election, filed with the board of
el ections of the county in which such precinct is |ocated not
| ater than ninety days before a general election, the board shal
prepare ballots and hold an election at such general election upon
the question of allowi ng spirituous liquor to be sold by the glass
in such precinct. The ballots shall be approved in form by the
secretary of state. The results of the election shall be certified
by the board to the secretary of state, who shall certify the

results to the division

(2) No holder of a class D3 pernmt issued for a boat or
vessel shall sell spirituous liquor in any precinct, in which the
el ection provided for in this section may be held, unless the sale
of spirituous liquor by the drink has been authorized by vote of
the electors as provided in this section or in section 4301.35 of
t he Revi sed Code.

(D) Any holder of a Cor D permt whose permt premses were
purchased in 1986 or 1987 by the state or any state agency for
hi ghway purposes shall be issued the sanme pernit at another

| ocation notwi thstanding any quota restrictions contained in this
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chapter or in any rule of the liquor control commi ssion.

Sec. 4305.14. (A) The follow ng questions regarding the sale
of beer by holders of Cor D pernits my be presented to the

qualified electors of an election precinct:

(1) "Shall the sale of beer as defined in section 4305.08 of
t he Revised Code under permts which authorize sale for

of f-prem ses consunption only be permtted within this precinct?”

(2) "Shall the sale of beer as defined in section 4305.08 of
the Revised Code under pernits which authorize sale for
on- preni ses consunption only, and under permits which authorize
sale for both on-prenises and of f-preni ses consunption, be

permitted in this precinct?"

The exact wording of the question as submitted and form of
ballot as printed shall be determ ned by the board of elections in
the county wherein the election is held, subject to approval of

the secretary of state.

Upon the request of an elector, a board of elections of a
county that enconpasses an el ection precinct shall furnish to the
el ector a copy of the instructions prepared by the secretary of
state under division (P(A)(15) of section 3501.05 of the Revised
Code and, within fifteen days after the request, with a
certificate indicating the nunber of valid signatures that will be
required on a petition to hold a special election in that precinct

on either or both of the questions specified in this section.

The board shall provide to a petitioner, at the tine the
petitioner takes out a petition, the names of the streets and, if
appropriate, the address nunbers of residences and business
establ i shnents within the precinct in which the election is
sought, and a form prescribed by the secretary of state for

notifying affected pernit holders of the circulation of a petition
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for an election for the subm ssion of one or nore of the questions
specified in division (A) of this section. The petitioner shall,
not less than fifty-five days before the petition-filing deadline
for an election provided for in this section, file with the

di vision of liquor control the information regardi ng nanes of
streets and, if appropriate, address nunbers of residences and
busi ness establishnents provided by the board of elections, and
specify to the division the precinct that is concerned or that
woul d be affected by the results of the election and the filing
deadline. The division shall, within a reasonable period of tine
and not later than twenty-five days before the filing deadline,
supply the petitioner with a list of the nanes and addresses of
permt holders who would be affected by the election. The |ist
shall contain a heading with the follow ng words: "liquor permt
hol ders who woul d be affected by the question(s) set forth on a

petition for a local option election."

Wthin five days after receiving fromthe division the |ist
of liquor permt holders who woul d be affected by the question or
guestions set forth on a petition for |ocal option election, the
petitioner shall, using the form provided by the board of
el ections, notify by certified nail each permt hol der whose nane
appears on that list. The formfor notifying affected pernit
hol ders shall require the petitioner to state the petitioner's
name and street address and shall contain a statenent that a
petition is being circulated for an election for the submni ssion of
the question or questions specified in division (B) of this
section. The formshall require the petitioner to state the
guestion or questions to be subnitted as they appear on the

petition.
The petitioner shall attach a copy of the |list provided by
the division to each petition paper. A part petition paper

circulated at any time without the |list of affected permt hol ders
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attached to it is invalid.

At the tinme of filing the petition with the board of
el ections, the petitioner shall provide to the board of el ections
the list supplied by the division and an affidavit certifying that
the petitioner notified all affected permt holders on the list in
the manner and within the tinme required in this section and that,
at the tine each signer of the petition signed the petition, the
petition paper contained a copy of the list of affected permt

hol der s.

Wthin five days after receiving a petition calling for an
el ection for the subm ssion of the question or questions set forth
in this section, the board of elections shall give notice by
certified mail that it has received the petition to all |iquor
permt hol ders whose nanes appear on the list of affected permt
hol ders filed by the petitioner. Failure of the petitioner to
supply the affidavit required by this section and a conplete and
accurate list of liquor pernit holders invalidates the entire
petition. The board of elections shall provide to a pernit hol der
who woul d be affected by a proposed | ocal option election, on the
permit holder's request, the nanmes of the streets, and, if
appropriate, the address nunbers of residences and busi ness
establishments within the precinct in which the election is sought
and that would be affected by the results of the election. The
board may charge a reasonable fee for this information when

provided to the petitioner and the pernit hol der.

Upon presentation not later than four p.m of the ninetieth
day before the day of a general or primary election, of a petition
to the board of elections of the county wherein such election is
sought to be held, requesting the holding of such election on
either or both of the questions specified in this section, signed
by qualified electors of the precinct concerned equal in nunber to

thirty-five per cent of the total nunmber of votes cast in the
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precinct concerned for the office of governor at the preceding
general election for that office, such board shall submit the
guestion or questions specified in the petition to the electors of
t he precinct concerned, on the day of the next general or primary

el ection, whichever occurs first.
(B) The board shall proceed as follows:

(1) Such board shall, upon the filing of a petition under
this section, but not later than the seventy-ei ghth day before the
day of the election for which the question or questions on the
petition would qualify for subnission to the electors of the
precinct, exanmi ne and determ ne the sufficiency of the signatures
and review, examine, and determine the validity of such petition
and, in case of overlapping precinct petitions presented wthin
that period, determ ne which of the petitions shall govern the
further proceedings of the board. In the case where the board
determ nes that two or nore overlapping petitions are valid, the
earlier petition shall govern. The board shall certify the
sufficiency of signatures contained in the petition as of the tine
of filing and the validity of the petition as of the tinme of
certification as described in division (C)(1) of this section if

the board finds the petition to be both sufficient and valid.

(2) If the petition contains sufficient signatures and is
valid, and, in case of overlapping precinct petitions, after the
board has determi ned the governing petition, the board shall order
the hol ding of a special election in the precinct for the
subni ssion of the question or questions specified in the petition,
on the day of the next general or primary election, whichever

occurs first.

(3) Al petitions filed with a board of elections under this
section shall be open to public inspection under rul es adopted by
t he board.
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(C Protest against a local option petition may be filed by
any qualified elector eligible to vote on the question or
guestions specified in the petition or by a pernit holder in the
precinct as described in the petition, not later than four p.m of
the seventy-fourth day before the day of such general or primary
el ection for which the petition qualified. Such protest shall be
in witing and shall be filed with the election officials with
whomthe petition was filed. Upon filing of such protest the
el ection officials with whomit is filed shall pronptly fix the
time for hearing it, and shall forthwith nail notice of the filing
of the protest and the tine for hearing it to the person who filed
the petition which is protested and to the person who filed the
protest. At the tinme and place fixed, the election officials shal

hear the protest and determne the validity of the petition

(D If a majority of the electors voting on the question in
the precinct vote "yes" on question (1) or (2) as set forth in
division (A of this section, the sale of beer as specified in
that question shall be pernitted in the precinct and no subsequent
el ection shall be held in the precinct under this section on the
same question for a period of at l|east four years fromthe date of

the npst recent el ection.

If a mpjority of the electors voting on the question in the

n n

precinct vote "no" on question (1) or (2) as set forth in division
(A) of this section, no Cor D pernit holder shall sell beer as
specified in that question within the precinct during the period
the election is in effect and no subsequent el ection shall be held
in the precinct under this section on the same question for a
period of at |east four years fromthe date of the nopbst recent

el ecti on.

Section 2. That existing sections 111.27, 309.09, 3501.01,
3501. 02, 3501.05, 3501.051, 3501.11, 3501.13, 3501.17, 3501.22
3501. 26, 3501.27, 3501.28, 3501.29, 3501.30, 3501.31, 3501.32,
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3501.
3503.
3503.
3505.
3505.
35009.
3511.
3511.
3513.
35109.
4303.
3513.

33,
14,
28,
20,
30,
031,
02,
10,
21,
16,
29,
312

3501. 35,
3503. 15,
3505. 11,
3505. 21,
3505. 31,
3509. 04,
3511. 04,
3511. 11,
3513. 30,
3599. 07,
and 4305.

3501. 37, 3501. 38, 35083.
3503. 16, 3503.18, 35083.
3505. 17, 3505. 18, 3505.
3505. 23, 3505. 24, 3505.
3506. 05, 3506. 12, 3506.

02, 3503.06, 3503.10,
19, 3503. 21, 3503. 26,
181, 3505.182, 3505. 183,
26, 3505.28, 3505. 29,
15, 3509. 01, 3509.03,

3509. 05, 3509. 06, 3509.07, 3509.08, 3509.09,

3511. 05, 3511. 06, 3511.
3511. 13, 3511.14, 3518.
3513. 31, 3515. 04, 3517.
3599. 17, 3599.19, 3599.

07, 3511.08, 3511.009,
02, 3513.131, 3513.19,
01, 3517.012, 3519.01,
31, 4301.32, 4301. 334,

14 and sections 3503. 29, 3506.16, 3513.301, and

of the Revised Code are hereby repeal ed.
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