As Introduced

129th General Assembly
Regular Session S.B. No. 179
2011-2012

Senator Wilson

Cosponsors: Senators Sawyer, Tavares, Kearney, Schaffer

A BILL

To anend section 1505.11 and to enact sections
1505. 12, 1505.13, and 4503.515 of the Revised Code
to create the "Chio Geology" license plate and to
require the Chio Geol ogy Advisory Council to
establish and admi nister a grant programutili zing
the contributions that are paid by persons who

obtain the license plate.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That section 1505.11 be anended and sections
1505. 12, 1505. 13, and 4503.515 of the Revised Code be enacted to

read as foll ows:

Sec. 1505.11. (A) There is hereby created in the departnment
of natural resources the Chio geol ogy advisory council consisting
of seven nmenbers to be appointed by the governor with the advice
and consent of the senate. No nore than four of the menbers shal
be of the sane political party. Menbers shall be persons who have
a denonstrated interest in Chio geology and m neral resources and
whose expertise reflects the various responsibilities of the
di vi sion of geol ogical survey. The council shall include at |east

one representative fromeach of the followi ng: the oil and gas
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i ndustry, the industrial mnerals industry, the coal industry,
hydr ogeol ogy i nterests, environnental geology interests, and an
institution of higher education in this state. The chief of the
division may participate in the deliberations of the council, but

shal | not vote.

Wthin ninety days after the—effective—date—ofthis—seetion

May 3, 1990, the governor shall make initial appointnents to the

council. O the initial appointnents, three shall be for a term
endi ng one year after theeffeective date of this seetion May 3,
1990, three shall be for a termending two years after the
etfective—date—of this——seetion May 3, 1990, and one shall be for a
termending three years after theeffective date of this section

May 3, 1990. Thereafter, ternms of office shall be for three years,

with each termending on the same day of the sane nonth as did the
termthat it succeeds. Menbers mamy be reappoi nted. The governor
may renove any nenber at any time for inefficiency, neglect of
duty, or mal feasance in office. Vacancies shall be filled in the
manner provided for original appointments. Any nmenber appointed to
fill a vacancy prior to the expiration date of the termfor which

his the nenber's predecessor was appointed shall hold office as a

menmber for the renmainder of that term A nenber shall continue in

of fice subsequent to the expiration date of his the nenber's term

until his the nmenber's successor takes office or until a period of

si xty days has el apsed, whichever occurs first.

Serving as an appoi nted nmenber on the council does not
constitute holding a public office or position of enploynment under
the laws of this state and does not constitute grounds for renoval
of public officers or enployees fromtheir offices or positions of

enpl oynent .

Menbers shall serve w thout conpensation, but shall be
rei mbursed for their actual and necessary expenses incurred in the

performance of their official duties from noneys appropriated to
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t he di vi si on.

The council annually shall select fromits nenbers a ehairman
chai rperson and a wvice-chairmn vice-chairperson. The counci

shall hold at | east one neeting each cal endar quarter and shal
keep a record of its proceedi ngs, which shall be open to public
i nspection. Special neetings may be called by the ehairman

chai rperson and shall be called upon the witten request of two or

nore nenbers. A majority of the nmenbers constitutes a quorum The
di vision shall furnish clerical, technical, legal, and other

services required by the council in the performance of its duties.
(B) The council shall do all of the follow ng:

A1) Advise the chief of the division of geol ogical survey

in carrying out the duties of the division under this chapter

B)(2) Recommend policy and legislation with respect to
geol ogy, resource analysis, and managenment that will pronote the
econom ¢ and industrial devel opnent of the state while mninizing

threats to the natural environnment of the state;

{S-(3) Review and nmake recomrendati ons on the devel opnent of
pl ans and prograns for |ong-term conprehensive geol ogi c mappi ng

and anal ysi s throughout the state;

B)-(4) Reconmmend ways to enhance cooperati on anong
governnent al agenci es having an interest in Chio geology to
encourage w se use and managenent of the geol ogy and ninera
resources of the state. To this end, the council shall request

nonvoting representation from appropri ate governnental agencies;

(5) Establish and admi nister the grant program as descri bed
in section 1505.12 of the Revi sed Code.

Sec. 1505.12. The Ohi o geol ogy advi sory council shal

establish a grant programutilizing the contributions that are

paid to the bureau of notor vehicles by persons who obtain "Ohio
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geol ogy" license plates pursuant to section 4503.515 of the

Revi sed Code and are deposited into the "Chi o geol ogy" license
plate fund created by section 1505.13 of the Revised Code. The

primary purpose of the programshall be the awarding of grants by

the council to geol ogy departnments of coll eges and universities

located in this state for graduate | evel research conducted at

| ocations of geological interest in this state. Subject to the

amobunt of noney in the fund, the secondary purpose of the program

shall be to provide materials such as rock and mneral kits to

el enentary and secondary schools in this state to assi st students

at those schools in the study of geol ogy.

The council shall award grants at least annually and, in its

discretion, may award grants on a nore frequent basis.

Sec. 1505.13. There is hereby created in the state treasury

the "Chio geology" license plate fund. The fund shall consi st of

the contributions that are paid to the bureau of nptor vehicles by

applicants who choose to obtain "Chio geol ogy" license plates
pursuant to section 4503.515 of the Revised Code.

The contributions deposited into the fund shall be used by

the Chio geology advisory council in the nmanner described in
section 1505.12 of the Revi sed Code.

Sec. 4503.515. (A) The owner or | essee of any passenger car,

noncommerci al notor vehicle, recreational vehicle, or other

vehicle of a class approved by the reqgistrar of notor vehicles may

apply to the reqgistrar for the registration of the vehicle and

i ssuance of "OChio geology" license plates. The application nmay be

conbined with a request for a special reserved license plate under

section 4503.40 or 4503.42 of the Revised Code. Upon receipt of

the conpl eted application and conpliance by the applicant with

divisions (B) and (C) of this section, the reqgistrar shall issue
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to the applicant the appropriate vehicle reqgistration and a set of

"Chio geology" license plates and a validation sticker, or a

validation sticker alone when required by section 4503.191 of the
Revi sed Code.

In addition to the letters and nunbers ordinarily inscribed

on the license plates, "OChio geology" license plates shall bear an

appropriate | ogo and words sel ected by the Ohi o geol ogy advi sory

counci|l and approved by the registrar. "Chio geol ogy" license

pl ates shall display county identification stickers that identify

the county of reqgistration by nane or nunber.

(B) "Ohio geology" license plates and a validation sticker,

or validation sticker alone, shall be issued upon receipt of an

application for reqgistration of a notor vehicle under this

section; paynent of the reqular license tax as prescribed under

section 4503.04 of the Revised Code, any applicable notor vehicle

license tax | evied under Chapter 4504. of the Revised Code, any

applicable additional fee prescribed by section 4503.40 or 4503.42

of the Revised Code, an additional fee of fifteen dollars, and a

contribution as provided in division (C) of this section; and

conpliance with all other applicable laws relating to the

regi strati on of notor vehicles.

(C) For each application for registration and registration

renewal notice the reqistrar receives under this section, the

registrar shall collect a contribution of fifteen dollars. The

registrar shall transmit this contribution to the treasurer of

state for deposit into the state treasury to the credit of the

"Chio geology" license plate fund created by section 1505. 13 of
the Revi sed Code.

The reqgistrar shall transmt the additional fee of ten

dollars, the purpose of which is to conpensate the bureau of notor

vehicles for the additional services required in the issuing of
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"Chio geology" license plates, to the treasurer of state for 143
deposit into the state treasury to the credit of the state bureau 144
of nmotor vehicles fund created by section 4501.25 of the Revi sed 145
Code. 146

Section 2. That existing section 1505.11 of the Revised Code 147

i s hereby repeal ed. 148



