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A BILL

To anend sections 1901. 261, 1901.31, 1907. 20,

1907. 26, 1907.261, and 4503.39 and to enact
sections 117.102, 1901.263, 1901. 44, 1905. 202,
1905. 33, 1907.25, 1907.263, 2303.203, and 5747.124
of the Revised Code to require that all nopneys
collected by the clerk of a municipal or county
court be paid to the appropriate person, fund, or
entity on or before the twentieth day of each
month, to pernmit a nunicipal or county court to
coll ect unpaid court costs, fees, or fines froman
obligor's state income tax refund, to require the
Auditor of State to create and nmamintain a chart
detailing the distribution of court costs, fees,
and fines collected by municipal and county court
clerks, to create the Cormittee on Court Costs,
and to ensure that neither the Registrar nor any
deputy registrar accepts any application for the
i ssuance or renewal of a driver's |icense,
comrercial driver's license, or tenporary
instruction permt, or for the registration or
transfer of registration of a notor vehicle of a
person who fails to pay court costs inposed for

of fenses by a nunici pal mayor's, or county court.

© 00 N O o A~ W N P

N N NN R R R R R R R R R R
W N P O © 0 N O U A W N B O



S. B. No. 211
As Introduced

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 1901.261, 1901.31, 1907.20, 1907. 26,
1907. 261, and 4503. 39 be anended and sections 117.102, 1901. 2683,
1901. 44, 1905.202, 1905.33, 1907.25, 1907.263, 2303.203, and
5747. 124 of the Revised Code be enacted to read as foll ows:

Sec. 117.102. The auditor of state shall devel op and

periodically update a chart detailing the distribution of court

costs, fees, and fines collected by the clerks of nunicipal courts

and county courts.

Sec. 1901.261. (A)(1) A nunicipal court may determ ne that
for the efficient operation of the court additional funds are
required to conmputerize the court, to nake avail abl e conmputeri zed
| egal research services, or to do both. Upon neking a
determ nation that additional funds are required for either or
bot h of those purposes, the court shall include in its schedul e of
fees and costs under section 1901.26 of the Revised Code one
addi tional fee not to exceed three dollars on the filing of each
cause of action or appeal equivalent to one described in division
(A, (Q, or (U of section 2303.20 of the Revised Code and shal

direct the clerk of the court to charge the fee.

(2) Al fees collected under this section shall be paid on or

before the twentieth day of each nonth to the county treasurer if

the court is a county-operated municipal court or to the city
treasurer if the court is not a county-operated mnunicipal court.
The treasurer shall place the funds fromthe fees in a separate
fund to be disbursed upon an order of the court in an anmount not
greater than the actual cost to the court of conputerizing the
court, procuring and maintaining conputerized | egal research

services, or both.
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(3) If the court deternmines that the funds in the fund
described in division (A)(2) of this section are nore than
sufficient to satisfy the purpose for which the additional fee
described in division (A)(1) of this section was inposed, the
court may declare a surplus in the fund and expend those surpl us

funds for other appropriate technol ogi cal expenses of the court.

(B)(1) A municipal court nmay determne that, for the
efficient operation of the court, additional funds are required to
computerize the office of the clerk of the court and, upon that
determ nation, may include in its schedule of fees and costs under
section 1901. 26 of the Revised Code an additional fee not to
exceed ten dollars on the filing of each cause of action or
appeal, on the filing, docketing, and endorsing of each
certificate of judgnent, or on the docketing and indexing of each
aid in execution or petition to vacate, revive, or nodify a
judgnent that is equivalent to one described in division (A, (P),
(Q, (T, or (U of section 2303.20 of the Revised Code. Subject
to division (B)(2) of this section, all noneys coll ected under

division (B)(1) of this section shall be paid on or before the

twentieth day of each nonth to the county treasurer if the court

is a county-operated nunicipal court or to the city treasurer if
the court is not a county-operated mnunicipal court. The treasurer
shall place the funds fromthe fees in a separate fund to be

di sbursed, upon an order of the municipal court and subject to an
appropriation by the board of county comri ssioners if the court is
a county-operated nunicipal court or by the legislative authority
of the municipal corporation if the court is not a county-operated
muni ci pal court, in an armount no greater than the actual cost to
the court of procuring and nmi ntaini ng conputer systens for the

office of the clerk of the nunicipal court.

(2) If a municipal court nakes the determ nation described in

division (B)(1) of this section, the board of county comm ssioners
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of the county if the court is a county-operated nunicipal court or
the legislative authority of the municipal corporation if the
court is not a county-operated nunicipal court, may issue one or
nore general obligation bonds for the purpose of procuring and

mai ntai ni ng the computer systens for the office of the clerk of
the nmunicipal court. In addition to the purposes stated in
division (B)(1) of this section for which the noneys coll ected
under that division may be expended, the noneys additionally may
be expended to pay debt charges and financing costs related to any
general obligation bonds issued pursuant to division (B)(2) of
this section as they becone due. General obligation bonds issued
pursuant to division (B)(2) of this section are Chapter 133.

securities.

Sec. 1901.263. (A) As used in this section, "unpaid court

costs, fees, or fines" neans any court costs, fees, or fines that

an obligor has not paid to the appropriate court at | east two

vears after the date on which the obligor was required by the

court or by a statute or rule to pay the court costs, fees., or

fines.

(B) The municipal court shall work with the tax conmmi ssioner

to collect unpaid court costs, fees, or fines fromrefunds of

state i ncone taxes that are payable to obligors.

(C A nunicipal court may coll ect any unpaid court costs,

fees, or fines under this section. Any reduction under section
5747.12, 5747.121, 5747.122, or 5747.123 of the Revised Code to an

income tax refund shall be nade before a reduction under this

section. No reduction shall be made under this section if the

amount _of the refund is less than twenty-five dollars after any

reducti on under section 5747.12 of the Revised Code. A reduction

under this section shall be nade before any part of the refund is

contributed under section 5747.113 of the Revised Code or is
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credi ted under section 5747.12 of the Revi sed Code agai nst tax due

in any subsequent year

(D) The court and the tax conmi ssioner, by rules adopted in

accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code, shall establish

procedures to inplenent this section. The procedures shall provide

for notice to an obligor of unpaid court costs, fees, or fines and

an _opportunity for the obligor to be heard before the obligor's

i ncone tax refund is reduced.

Sec. 1901.31. The clerk and deputy clerks of a municipal
court shall be sel ected, be conpensated, give bond, and have

powers and duties as follows:

(A) There shall be a clerk of the court who is appointed or

el ected as foll ows:

(1)(a) Except in the Akron, Barberton, Toledo, Hamlton

county, Montgonery county, Portage county, and Wayne county

nmuni ci pal courts and t hrough Decenber 31, 2008, the Cuyahoga Falls

nmuni ci pal court, if the population of the territory equals or
exceeds one hundred thousand at the regular rmnunicipal election

i mredi ately preceding the expiration of the termof the present
clerk, the clerk shall be nominated and el ected by the qualified
el ectors of the territory in the manner that is provided for the
noni nati on and el ection of judges in section 1901.07 of the

Revi sed Code.

The clerk so elected shall hold office for a termof six
years, which termshall comence on the first day of January
followng the clerk's election and continue until the clerk's

successor is elected and qualifi ed.

(b) In the Ham Iton county runicipal court, the clerk of
courts of Ham lton county shall be the clerk of the municipa

court and nay appoint an assistant clerk who shall receive the
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conpensation, payable out of the treasury of Hanmilton county in
sem nonthly installnments, that the board of county commi ssioners
prescribes. The clerk of courts of Hamilton county, acting as the
clerk of the Hamilton county nunicipal court and assuming the
duties of that office, shall receive conpensation at one-fourth
the rate that is prescribed for the clerks of courts of comon

pl eas as determ ned in accordance with the popul ati on of the
county and the rates set forth in sections 325.08 and 325. 18 of
the Revised Code. This conpensation shall be paid fromthe county
treasury in seminmonthly installnments and is in addition to the
annual conmpensation that is received for the performance of the
duties of the clerk of courts of Ham |ton county, as provided in
sections 325.08 and 325.18 of the Revised Code.

(c) In the Portage county and WAyne county nuni ci pal courts,
the clerks of courts of Portage county and Wayne county shall be
the clerks, respectively, of the Portage county and Wayne county
nmuni ci pal courts and nay appoint a chief deputy clerk for each
branch that is established pursuant to section 1901. 311 of the
Revi sed Code and assistant clerks as the judges of the nunicipa
court determine are necessary, all of whomshall receive the
conpensation that the legislative authority prescribes. The cl erks
of courts of Portage county and WAyne county, acting as the clerks
of the Portage county and Wayne county nunici pal courts and
assumi ng the duties of these offices, shall receive conpensation
payable fromthe county treasury in seninonthly installnents at
one-fourth the rate that is prescribed for the clerks of courts of
common pleas as determned in accordance with the popul ation of
the county and the rates set forth in sections 325.08 and 325. 18
of the Revised Code.

(d) I'n the Montgonmery county nuni ci pal court, the clerk of
courts of Montgonery county shall be the clerk of the municipal

court. The clerk of courts of Montgonmery county, acting as the
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clerk of the Montgonmery county nunici pal court and assumi ng the
duties of that office, shall receive conpensation at one-fourth
the rate that is prescribed for the clerks of courts of conmmon

pl eas as determ ned in accordance with the popul ati on of the
county and the rates set forth in sections 325.08 and 325. 18 of

t he Revised Code. This conpensation shall be paid fromthe county
treasury in semnonthly installnments and is in addition to the
annual conpensation that is received for the performance of the
duties of the clerk of courts of Mntgonery county, as provided in
sections 325.08 and 325.18 of the Revised Code.

(e) Except as otherwi se provided in division (A)(1)(e) of
this section, in the Akron rmunicipal court, candi dates for
election to the office of clerk of the court shall be nom nated by
primary election. The prinmary election shall be held on the day
specified in the charter of the city of Akron for the nonination
of municipal officers. Notw thstanding any contrary provision of
section 3513.05 or 3513.257 of the Revised Code, the declarations
of candi dacy and petitions of partisan candidates and the
nom nating petitions of independent candidates for the office of
clerk of the Akron municipal court shall be signed by at I east

fifty qualified electors of the territory of the court.

The candi dates shall file a declaration of candi dacy and
petition, or a noninating petition, whichever is applicable, not
later than four p.m of the ninetieth day before the day of the
primary election, in the formprescribed by section 3513. 07 or
3513. 261 of the Revised Code. The decl aration of candi dacy and
petition, or the nom nating petition, shall conformto the
applicable requirenments of section 3513.05 or 3513. 257 of the
Revi sed Code.

If no valid declaration of candidacy and petition is filed by
any person for nomination as a candidate of a particular political

party for election to the office of clerk of the Akron nunici pal
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court, a prinmary election shall not be held for the purpose of

noni nati ng a candi date of that party for election to that office.
If only one person files a valid declaration of candi dacy and
petition for nomination as a candidate of a particular politica
party for election to that office, a primary el ection shall not be
hel d for the purpose of nominating a candi date of that party for
election to that office, and the candi date shall be issued a
certificate of nomi nation in the manner set forth in section

3513. 02 of the Revised Code.

Decl arations of candi dacy and petitions, nomni nating
petitions, and certificates of nomination for the office of clerk
of the Akron nunicipal court shall contain a designation of the
termfor which the candi date seeks election. At the follow ng
regul ar nunicipal election, all candidates for the office shall be
subnitted to the qualified electors of the territory of the court
in the manner that is provided in section 1901. 07 of the Revised
Code for the election of the judges of the court. The clerk so
el ected shall hold office for a termof six years, which term
shall commrence on the first day of January followi ng the clerk's
el ection and continue until the clerk's successor is elected and

qgualified.

(f) Except as otherwi se provided in division (A (1)(f) of
this section, in the Barberton mnunicipal court, candi dates for
el ection to the office of clerk of the court shall be nom nated by
primary election. The primary election shall be held on the day
specified in the charter of the city of Barberton for the
nonmi nati on of municipal officers. Notwi thstanding any contrary
provi sion of section 3513.05 or 3513. 257 of the Revised Code, the
decl arati ons of candi dacy and petitions of partisan candi dates and
the nomi nating petitions of independent candi dates for the office
of clerk of the Barberton nunicipal court shall be signed by at

least fifty qualified electors of the territory of the court.
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The candi dates shall file a declaration of candi dacy and
petition, or a noninating petition, whichever is applicable, not
later than four p.m of the ninetieth day before the day of the
primary election, in the formprescribed by section 3513. 07 or
3513. 261 of the Revised Code. The decl aration of candi dacy and
petition, or the nomnating petition, shall conformto the
applicable requirenments of section 3513.05 or 3513. 257 of the
Revi sed Code.

If no valid declaration of candidacy and petition is filed by
any person for nomination as a candidate of a particular political
party for election to the office of clerk of the Barberton
muni ci pal court, a primary election shall not be held for the
pur pose of nominating a candi date of that party for election to
that office. If only one person files a valid declaration of
candi dacy and petition for nonination as a candi date of a
particular political party for election to that office, a primry
el ection shall not be held for the purpose of noninating a
candi date of that party for election to that office, and the
candi date shall be issued a certificate of nom nation in the

manner set forth in section 3513.02 of the Revised Code.

Decl arati ons of candi dacy and petitions, nom nating
petitions, and certificates of nomination for the office of clerk
of the Barberton municipal court shall contain a designation of
the termfor which the candi date seeks election. At the follow ng
regul ar nmunicipal election, all candidates for the office shall be
submitted to the qualified electors of the territory of the court
in the manner that is provided in section 1901.07 of the Revised
Code for the election of the judges of the court. The clerk so
el ected shall hold office for a termof six years, which term
shall commence on the first day of January following the clerk's
el ection and continue until the clerk's successor is elected and

qual i fi ed.
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(g) (i) Through Decenber 31, 2008, except as otherw se
provided in division (A (1) (g)(i) of this section, in the Cuyahoga
Fal I s nuni ci pal court, candidates for election to the office of
clerk of the court shall be nominated by prinmary el ection. The
primary election shall be held on the day specified in the charter
of the city of Cuyahoga Falls for the nom nation of nunicipa
of ficers. Notw thstanding any contrary provision of section
3513. 05 or 3513. 257 of the Revised Code, the declarations of
candi dacy and petitions of partisan candi dates and the noni nating
petitions of independent candidates for the office of clerk of the
Cuyahoga Falls municipal court shall be signed by at least fifty

qualified electors of the territory of the court.

The candi dates shall file a declaration of candi dacy and
petition, or a nom nating petition, whichever is applicable, not
|ater than four p.m of the ninetieth day before the day of the
primary election, in the formprescribed by section 3513. 07 or
3513. 261 of the Revised Code. The declaration of candi dacy and
petition, or the noninating petition, shall conformto the
appl i cabl e requirenents of section 3513.05 or 3513.257 of the
Revi sed Code.

If no valid declaration of candidacy and petition is filed by
any person for nonmination as a candidate of a particular political
party for election to the office of clerk of the Cuyahoga Falls
nmuni ci pal court, a primary election shall not be held for the
pur pose of nominating a candi date of that party for election to
that office. If only one person files a valid declaration of
candi dacy and petition for nonmination as a candi date of a
particular political party for election to that office, a prinary
el ection shall not be held for the purpose of nomnating a
candi date of that party for election to that office, and the
candi date shall be issued a certificate of nom nation in the

manner set forth in section 3513.02 of the Revised Code.
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Decl arations of candi dacy and petitions, nom nating
petitions, and certificates of nomination for the office of clerk
of the Cuyahoga Falls municipal court shall contain a designation
of the termfor which the candi date seeks election. At the
foll ow ng regul ar nunicipal election, all candidates for the
office shall be submitted to the qualified electors of the
territory of the court in the manner that is provided in section
1901. 07 of the Revised Code for the election of the judges of the
court. The clerk so elected shall hold office for a termof six
years, which termshall conmence on the first day of January
followng the clerk's election and continue until the clerk's

successor is elected and qualifi ed.

(ii) Division (A)(1)(g)(i) of this section shall have no
effect after Decenber 31, 2008.

(h) Except as otherwi se provided in division (A (1)(h) of
this section, in the Toledo nunicipal court, candi dates for
election to the office of clerk of the court shall be nom nated by
primary election. The primary election shall be held on the day
specified in the charter of the city of Toledo for the nom nation
of municipal officers. Notw thstanding any contrary provision of
section 3513.05 or 3513. 257 of the Revised Code, the declarations
of candi dacy and petitions of partisan candi dates and the
noni nati ng petitions of independent candidates for the office of
clerk of the Tol edo nunicipal court shall be signed by at |east

fifty qualified electors of the territory of the court.

The candi dates shall file a declaration of candi dacy and
petition, or a nom nating petition, whichever is applicable, not
later than four p.m of the ninetieth day before the day of the
primary election, in the formprescribed by section 3513.07 or
3513. 261 of the Revised Code. The declaration of candi dacy and
petition, or the noninating petition, shall conformto the

appli cabl e requirenents of section 3513.05 or 3513.257 of the
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Revi sed Code.

If no valid declaration of candidacy and petition is filed by
any person for nomination as a candidate of a particular political
party for election to the office of clerk of the Tol edo runi ci pal
court, a primary election shall not be held for the purpose of
nom nating a candi date of that party for election to that office.
If only one person files a valid declaration of candi dacy and
petition for nom nation as a candidate of a particular politica
party for election to that office, a prinmary election shall not be
hel d for the purpose of nominating a candidate of that party for
election to that office, and the candidate shall be issued a
certificate of nomi nation in the manner set forth in section
3513. 02 of the Revised Code.

Decl arati ons of candi dacy and petitions, nom nating
petitions, and certificates of nomination for the office of clerk
of the Tol edo nuni ci pal court shall contain a designation of the
term for which the candi date seeks el ection. At the follow ng
regul ar nmunicipal election, all candidates for the office shall be
submitted to the qualified electors of the territory of the court
in the manner that is provided in section 1901.07 of the Revised
Code for the election of the judges of the court. The clerk so
el ected shall hold office for a termof six years, which term
shall commence on the first day of January following the clerk's
el ection and continue until the clerk's successor is elected and

qual i fi ed.

(2)(a) Except for the Alliance, Auglaize county, Brown
county, Col unbi ana county, Hol mes county, Putnam county, Lorain,
Massi |l on, and Youngstown nunicipal courts, in a rmunicipal court
for which the population of the territory is |ess than one hundred
thousand, the clerk shall be appointed by the court, and the clerk
shall hold office until the clerk's successor is appointed and

qual i fi ed.
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(b) In the Alliance, Lorain, Mssillon, and Youngstown
nmuni ci pal courts, the clerk shall be elected for a termof office

as described in division (A (1)(a) of this section.

(c) In the Auglaize county, Brown county, Hol mes county, and
Put nam county nmuni ci pal courts, the clerks of courts of Auglaize
county, Brown county, Hol mes county, and Putnam county shall be
the clerks, respectively, of the Auglaize county, Brown county,
Hol mes county, and Put nam county rmunici pal courts and nmay appoi nt
a chief deputy clerk for each branch office that is established
pursuant to section 1901. 311 of the Revised Code, and assi stant
clerks as the judge of the court determ nes are necessary, all of
whom shal | receive the conpensation that the |egislative authority
prescribes. The clerks of courts of Auglaize county, Brown county,
Hol nes county, and Putnam county, acting as the clerks of the
Augl ai ze county, Brown county, Hol nmes county, and Putnam county
nmuni ci pal courts and assum ng the duties of these offices, shal
recei ve conpensation payable fromthe county treasury in
sem nonthly installments at one-fourth the rate that is prescribed
for the clerks of courts of conmmon pleas as determned in
accordance with the popul ation of the county and the rates set
forth in sections 325.08 and 325.18 of the Revised Code.

(d) I'n the Col unbi ana county nunici pal court, the clerk of
courts of Col unbiana county shall be the clerk of the nmunicipal
court, may appoint a chief deputy clerk for each branch office
that is established pursuant to section 1901. 311 of the Revised
Code, and nay appoint any assistant clerks that the judges of the
court determine are necessary. Al of the chief deputy clerks and
assistant clerks shall receive the conpensation that the
| egislative authority prescribes. The clerk of courts of
Col unmbi ana county, acting as the clerk of the Col unbi ana county
nuni ci pal court and assuning the duties of that office, shal

receive in either biweekly installnments or sem nonthly
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install ments, as deternined by the payroll adm nistrator,
conmpensation payable fromthe county treasury at one-fourth the
rate that is prescribed for the clerks of courts of comopn pleas
as deternined in accordance with the popul ation of the county and
the rates set forth in sections 325.08 and 325. 18 of the Revised
Code.

(3) During the tenmporary absence of the clerk due to ill ness,
vacation, or other proper cause, the court nay appoint a tenporary
clerk, who shall be paid the sane conpensation, have the sane

authority, and performthe sane duties as the clerk.

(B) Except in the Hamilton county, Montgonmery county, Portage
county, and Wayne county nunicipal courts, if a vacancy occurs in
the office of the clerk of the Alliance, Lorain, Mssillon, or
Youngst own muni ci pal court or occurs in the office of the clerk of
a municipal court for which the population of the territory equals
or exceeds one hundred t housand because the clerk ceases to hold
the office before the end of the clerk's termor because a
clerk-elect fails to take office, the vacancy shall be filled,
until a successor is elected and qualified, by a person chosen by
the residents of the territory of the court who are nenbers of the
county central comrittee of the political party by which the | ast
occupant of that office or the clerk-elect was nonminated. Not |ess
than five nor nore than fifteen days after a vacancy occurs, those
nmenbers of that county central comrittee shall neet to nake an
appointrment to fill the vacancy. At |east four days before the
date of the neeting, the chairperson or a secretary of the county
central committee shall notify each such nmenber of that county
central committee by first class nmail of the date, tine, and place
of the nmeeting and its purpose. A mgjority of all such nmenbers of
that county central conmmittee constitutes a quorum and a ngjority
of the quorumis required to nake the appointrment. |If the office

so vacated was occupied or was to be occupi ed by a person not
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noninated at a primary election, or if the appointnment was not
nmade by the comrittee nmenbers in accordance with this division
the court shall make an appointnment to fill the vacancy. A
successor shall be elected to fill the office for the unexpired
termat the first nunicipal election that is held nore than one

hundred thirty-five days after the vacancy occurred.

(O (1) In a rmunicipal court, other than the Auglaize county,
the Brown county, the Col unbiana county, the Hol mes county, the
Put nam county, and the Lorain nunicipal courts, for which the
popul ati on of the territory is |less than one hundred thousand, the
clerk of the municipal court shall receive the annual conpensation
that the presiding judge of the court prescribes, if the revenue
of the court for the preceding cal endar year, as certified by the
audi tor or chief fiscal officer of the nunicipal corporation in
which the court is located or, in the case of a county-operated
nmuni ci pal court, the county auditor, is equal to or greater than
the expenditures, including any debt charges, for the operation of
the court payable under this chapter fromthe city treasury or, in
the case of a county-operated nunicipal court, the county treasury
for that cal endar year, as also certified by the auditor or chief
fiscal officer. If the revenue of a mnunicipal court, other than
the Augl ai ze county, the Brown county, the Col unbi ana county, the
Put nam county, and the Lorain nunicipal courts, for which the
popul ati on of the territory is |less than one hundred thousand for
t he preceding cal endar year as so certified is not equal to or
greater than those expenditures for the operation of the court for
that cal endar year as so certified, the clerk of a municipal court
shal |l receive the annual conpensation that the | egislative
authority prescribes. As used in this division, "revenue" neans
the total of all costs and fees that are collected and paid to the
city treasury or, in a county-operated nunicipal court, the county
treasury by the clerk of the municipal court under division (F) of

this section and all interest received and paid to the city
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treasury or, in a county-operated nunicipal court, the county
treasury in relation to the costs and fees under division (G of

this section.

(2) I'n a nmunicipal court, other than the Ham|ton county,
Mont gonery county, Portage county, and WAyne county rmuni ci pa
courts, for which the population of the territory is one hundred
thousand or nore, and in the Lorain municipal court, the clerk of
the munici pal court shall receive annual conpensation in a sum
equal to eighty-five per cent of the salary of a judge of the

court.

(3) The conpensation of a clerk described in division (C (1)
or (2) of this section and of the clerk of the Col unbiana county
muni ci pal court is payable in either semnonthly installnments or
bi weekly install nments, as determ ned by the payroll adm nistrator
fromthe sane sources and in the same manner as provided in
section 1901.11 of the Revised Code, except that the conpensation
of the clerk of the Carroll county nunicipal court is payable in

bi weekly install nments.

(D) Before entering upon the duties of the clerk's office,
the clerk of a nunicipal court shall give bond of not |ess than
si x thousand dollars to be determi ned by the judges of the court,

condi ti oned upon the faithful performance of the clerk's duties.

(E) The clerk of a nunicipal court may do all of the
foll owi ng: adninister oaths, take affidavits, and issue executions
upon any judgnment rendered in the court, including a judgnent for
unpai d costs; issue, sign, and attach the seal of the court to all
wits, process, subpoenas, and papers issuing out of the court;
and approve all bonds, sureties, recogni zances, and undert aki ngs
fixed by any judge of the court or by law. The clerk may refuse to
accept for filing any pleading or paper submitted for filing by a
person who has been found to be a vexatious litigator under
section 2323.52 of the Revised Code and who has failed to obtain
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| eave to proceed under that section. The clerk shall do all of the
following: file and safely keep all journals, records, books, and
papers bel ongi ng or appertaining to the court; record the
proceedi ngs of the court; performall other duties that the judges
of the court may prescribe; and keep a book showing all receipts
and di sbursenments, which book shall be open for public inspection

at all tines.

The clerk shall prepare and maintain a general index, a
docket, and other records that the court, by rule, requires, al
of which shall be the public records of the court. In the docket,
the clerk shall enter, at the tine of the commencenent of an
action, the nanes of the parties in full, the nanes of the
counsel, and the nature of the proceedi ngs. Under proper dates,
the clerk shall note the filing of the conplaint, issuing of
sumons or ot her process, returns, and any subsequent pleadings.
The clerk also shall enter all reports, verdicts, orders,
j udgnents, and proceedings of the court, clearly specifying the
relief granted or orders made in each action. The court nay order
an extended record of any of the above to be nmade and entered,
under the proper action heading, upon the docket at the request of
any party to the case, the expense of which record nay be taxed as
costs in the case or may be required to be prepaid by the party

demandi ng the record, upon order of the court.

(F) The clerk of a nunicipal court shall receive, collect,
and issue receipts for all costs, fees, fines, bail, and other
noneys payable to the office or to any officer of the court. The

clerk shall on or before the twentieth day of each nonth di sburse

to the proper persons or officers, and take receipts for, al
costs, fees, fines, bail, and other noneys that the clerk

coll ects. Subject to sections 307.515 and 4511. 193 of the Revised
Code and to any other section of the Revised Code that requires a

speci fi ¢ manner of disbursenent of any nobneys received by a
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nmuni ci pal court and except for the Hamilton county, Law ence
county, and Qttawa county rnunicipal courts, the clerk shall pay
all fines received for violation of municipal ordinances into the
treasury of the municipal corporation the ordi nance of which was
violated and shall pay all fines received for violation of
townshi p resol uti ons adopted pursuant to section 503.52 or 503.53
or Chapter 504. of the Revised Code into the treasury of the
township the resolution of which was viol ated. Subject to sections
1901. 024 and 4511.193 of the Revised Code, in the Hanmilton county,
Lawrence county, and Qttawa county rmunicipal courts, the clerk
shall pay fifty per cent of the fines received for violation of
muni ci pal ordi nances and fifty per cent of the fines received for
violation of township resolutions adopted pursuant to section
503.52 or 503.53 or Chapter 504. of the Revised Code into the
treasury of the county. Subject to sections 307.515, 4511.19, and
5503. 04 of the Revised Code and to any ot her section of the

Revi sed Code that requires a specific manner of disbursenent of
any nmoneys received by a nunicipal court, the clerk shall pay al
fines collected for the violation of state laws into the county
treasury. Except in a county-operated rnunicipal court, the clerk
shall pay all costs and fees the disbursenment of which is not

ot herwi se provided for in the Revised Code into the city treasury.
The clerk of a county-operated nunicipal court shall pay the costs
and fees the disbursenent of which is not otherw se provided for
in the Revised Code into the county treasury. Mneys deposited as
security for costs shall be retained pending the litigation. The
clerk shall keep a separate account of all receipts and

di sbursenents in civil and crimnal cases, which shall be a
pernmanent public record of the office. On the expiration of the
termof the clerk, the clerk shall deliver the records to the
clerk's successor. The clerk shall have other powers and duties as

are prescribed by rule or order of the court.

(G Al noneys paid into a nunicipal court shall be noted on
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the record of the case in which they are paid and shall be
deposited in a state or national bank, or a donestic savings and

| oan association, as defined in section 1151.01 of the Revised
Code, that is selected by the clerk. Any interest received upon
the deposits shall be paid into the city treasury, except that, in
a county-operated nunicipal court, the interest shall be paid into

the treasury of the county in which the court is |ocated.

On the first Monday in January of each year, the clerk shal
make a list of the titles of all cases in the court that were
finally deternmined nore than one year past in which there renains
unclainmed in the possession of the clerk any funds, or any part of
a deposit for security of costs not consunmed by the costs in the
case. The clerk shall give notice of the noneys to the parties who
are entitled to the noneys or to their attorneys of record. Al
the nmoneys renmaining unclainmed on the first day of April of each
year shall be paid by the clerk to the city treasurer, except
that, in a county-operated mnunicipal court, the noneys shall be
paid to the treasurer of the county in which the court is |ocated.
The treasurer shall pay any part of the noneys at any tine to the
person who has the right to the noneys upon proper certification

of the clerk.

(H) Deputy clerks of a nunicipal court other than the Carroll
county rmunici pal court may be appointed by the clerk and shal
receive the conpensation, payable in either biweekly installnents
or semnonthly installnents, as determ ned by the payroll
adm ni strator, out of the city treasury, that the clerk may
prescribe, except that the conpensation of any deputy clerk of a
county-operated nunici pal court shall be paid out of the treasury
of the county in which the court is |ocated. The judge of the
Carroll county municipal court nay appoint deputy clerks for the
court, and the deputy clerks shall receive the conpensation

payabl e in biweekly installnments out of the county treasury, that
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the judge may prescribe. Each deputy clerk shall take an oath of
of fice before entering upon the duties of the deputy clerk's

of fice and, when so qualified, nay performthe duties appertaining
to the office of the clerk. The clerk may require any of the
deputy clerks to give bond of not |less than three thousand
dollars, conditioned for the faithful performance of the deputy

clerk's duties.

(1) For the purposes of this section, whenever the popul ation
of the territory of a municipal court falls bel ow one hundred
t housand but not bel ow ninety thousand, and the popul ation of the
territory prior to the nost recent regular federal census exceeded
one hundred thousand, the legislative authority of the nunici pal
corporation nmay declare, by resolution, that the territory shall
be considered to have a popul ation of at |east one hundred

t housand.

(J) The clerk or a deputy clerk shall be in attendance at al
sessions of the nunicipal court, although not necessarily in the
courtroom and may administer oaths to witnesses and jurors and

recei ve verdicts.

Sec. 1901.44. (A) If a person who has a current valid Ghio

driver's or commercial driver's license or tenporary instruction

pernmit is charged with an offense in nmunicipal court and either

fails to appear in court at the required tinme and place to answer

the charge or pleads quilty to or is found quilty of the offense

and fails within the tine allowed by the court to pay any fine or

costs inposed by the court, the court may issue a declaration of

forfeiture of the person's license or pernit. Wthin thirty days

after the issuance of a declaration of forfeiture, the court clerk

shall informthe reqgistrar of nmotor vehicles of the forfeiture by

entering information relative to the forfeiture on a notice of

forfeiture form prescribed or approved by the reqistrar pursuant
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to division (D) of this section and sending the conpleted formto

the registrar. The clerk also shall forward the person's |icense

or permt, if it is in the possession of the court, to the

registrar.

Upon receipt of a notice of forfeiture form the reqistrar

shall inpose a class F suspension of the driver's or commerci al

driver's license or tenporary instruction pernmt of the person who

is the subject of the formfor the period of tinme specified in
division (B)(6) of section 4510.02 of the Revised Code. The

registrar shall send witten notification of the suspension to the

person at the person's |last known address and, if the person is in

possession of the license or permt, order the person to surrender

the license or permt to the registrar within forty-ei ght hours.

Neither the registrar nor any deputy reqgistrar shall grant a

valid driver's or commercial driver's |license or tenporary

instruction permt to the person after the suspension unless the

court having jurisdiction of the offense that led to the

suspension orders the term nation of the forfeiture. The court

shall order a termnation of the forfeiture if the person appears

after the inposition of the suspension to answer the charge and

pays any fine and costs inposed by the court or pays the fine and

costs originally inposed by the court. The court shall informthe

reqgistrar of the ternination of the forfeiture by entering

information relative to the term nation on a form prescribed or

approved by the reqgistrar pursuant to division (D) of this section

and sending the conpleted formto the registrar. The person who is

the subject of the termnation shall pay to the bureau of notor

vehicles a twenty-five-dollar reinstatenent fee. The reqgistrar

shal| deposit fifteen dollars of the fee into the state treasury

to the credit of the state bureau of nobtor vehicles fund created

by section 4501.25 of the Revised Code to cover the costs of the

bureau in adm nistering this section and shall deposit ten dollars
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of the fee into the state treasury to the credit of the indigent

def ense support fund created by section 120.08 of the Revised
Code.

(B) In addition to suspending the driver's or commerci al

driver's license or tenporary instruction pernit of the person

naned in a declaration of forfeiture, the reqgistrar, upon receipt

fromthe court clerk of the notice of forfeiture form shall take

any neasures that nmay be necessary to ensure that neither the

regi strar nor any deputy reqistrar accepts any application for the

registration or transfer of registration of any notor vehicle

owned or | eased by the person naned in the declaration of

forfeiture. However, for a notor vehicle | eased by a person naned

in a declaration of forfeiture, the reqgistrar shall not inplenent

the precedi ng sentence until the reqistrar adopts procedures for

that i npl enentati on under section 4503.39 of the Revised Code. The

period of denial of registration or transfer shall continue until

the court with jurisdiction of the offense that |led to the

suspension orders the termnation of the forfeiture. Upon receipt

by the registrar of a termination of forfeiture form the

registrar shall take any neasures necessary to pernit the person

to reqgister a nmotor vehicle owned or | eased by the person or to

transfer the reqgistration of a notor vehicle owned or | eased by

the person, if the person |ater applies to reqgister or transfer

the registration of a notor vehicle and otherwise is eligible to

regi ster the notor vehicle or to transfer its registration

The reqgistrar shall not restore the person's driving or

vehicle reqgistration privileges until the person pays the

reinstatenent fee as provided in this section.

The period of denial relating to the issuance or transfer of

a certificate of registration for a notor vehicle inposed pursuant

to this division remains in effect until the person pays any fine

and costs inposed by the court relative to the offense.
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(C If the court does not issue a declaration of forfeiture

of a person's license under division (A of this section, it nay

enter information relative to the person's failure to pay the fine

or costs on a formprescribed or approved by the reqgistrar

pursuant to division (D) of this section and send the formto the

regi strar. Upon receipt of the form the registrar shall take any

neasur es necessary to ensure that neither the regqgi strar nor any

deputy reqgistrar does either of the foll ow ng:

(1) Accepts any application fromthe person for a driver's

license, commercial driver's license, or tenporary instruction

permt or for a renewal of a driver's license, commercial driver's

license, or tenmporary instruction permt until the fine or costs

are paid;

(2) Accepts any application for the reqistration or transfer

of reqgistration of any notor vehicle owned or | eased by the

person. However, for a notor vehicle | eased by the person, the

reqgistrar shall not inplenent this requirenent until the reqistrar

adopts procedures for that inplenentation under section 4503.39 of

the Revi sed Code.

The period of denial relating to the issuance or renewal of a

driver's license, commercial driver's |license, or tenporary

instruction permt and the issuance or transfer of a certificate

of registration for a notor vehicle inposed under division (C of

this section remains in effect until the person pays any fine or

costs inposed by the court relative to the offense. Wien the fine

or _costs have been paid in full, the court shall informthe

regi strar of the paynent by entering infornmation relative to the

paynent on a notice of paynent form prescribed or approved by the

registrar pursuant to division (D) of this section and sending the

formto the reqgistrar.

(D) The reqgistrar shall prescribe and nake available to

nuni ci pal _courts forns to be used for a notice of forfeiture and a

Page 23

690
691
692
693
694
695
696
697

698
699
700
701
702

703
704
705
706
707
708

709
710
711
712
713
714
715
716
717
718
719

720
721



S. B. No. 211
As Introduced

notice of termnation under division (A of this section and a

notice of failure to pay fines or costs and a notice of paynent of

fines or costs under division (C) of this section. The regqgistrar

nay approve the use of other forns for these purposes.

The reqgistrar may require that any of the forns prescribed or

approved pursuant to this section be transmtted to the reqistrar

electronically. If the registrar requires electronic transnission

the registrar shall not be required to give effect to any form

that is not transmitted electronically.

Sec. 1905.202. (A) |If a person who has a current valid Ohio

driver's or comnercial driver's license or tenporary instruction

permt is charged with an offense in mayor's court and either

fails to appear in court at the required tine and place to answer

the charge or pleads quilty to or is found gquilty of the offense

and fails within the tine allowed by the court to pay any fine or

costs inposed by the court, the court may issue a decl aration of

forfeiture of the person's license or pernit. Wthin thirty days

after the issuance of a declaration of forfeiture, the court clerk

shall informthe reqgistrar of notor vehicles of the forfeiture by

entering information relative to the forfeiture on a notice of

forfeiture form prescribed or approved by the reqgistrar pursuant

to division (D) of this section and sending the conpleted formto

the registrar. The clerk also shall forward the person's |icense

or permt, if it is in the possession of the court, to the

registrar.

Upon receipt of a notice of forfeiture form the reqistrar

shall inpose a class F suspension of the driver's or commerci al

driver's license or tenporary instruction pernmt of the person who

is the subject of the formfor the period of tine specified in
division (B)(6) of section 4510.02 of the Revised Code. The

registrar shall send witten notification of the suspension to the
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person at the person's |l ast known address and, if the person is in

possession of the |license or permt, order the person to surrender

the license or permt to the registrar within forty-eight hours.

Neither the registrar nor any deputy registrar shall grant a

valid driver's or commercial driver's license or tenporary

instruction pernit to the person after the suspension unless the

court having jurisdiction of the offense that led to the

suspensi on orders the termnation of the forfeiture. The court

shall order a termnation of the forfeiture if the person appears

after the inposition of the suspension to answer the charge and

pays any fine and costs inposed by the court or pays the fine and

costs originally inposed by the court. The court shall informthe

registrar of the termination of the forfeiture by entering

information relative to the termnation on a form prescribed or

approved by the reqgistrar pursuant to division (D) of this section

and sending the conpleted formto the reqgistrar. The person who is

the subject of the term nation shall pay to the bureau of notor

vehicles a twenty-five-dollar reinstatenent fee. The reqgistrar

shall deposit fifteen dollars of the fee into the state treasury

to the credit of the state bureau of npotor vehicles fund created

by section 4501.25 of the Revised Code to cover the costs of the

bureau in administering this section and shall deposit ten dollars

of the fee into the state treasury to the credit of the indigent

def ense support fund created by section 120.08 of the Revised
Code.

(B) In addition to suspending the driver's or commerci al

driver's license or tenporary instruction pernmt of the person

naned in a declaration of forfeiture, the reqgistrar, upon receipt

fromthe court clerk of the notice of forfeiture form shall take

any neasures that nmay be necessary to ensure that neither the

regi strar nor any deputy reqgistrar accepts any application for the

registration or transfer of reqgistration of any notor vehicle
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owned or | eased by the person nanmed in the declaration of

forfeiture. However, for a notor vehicle | eased by a person nanmed

in a declaration of forfeiture, the reqgistrar shall not inpl enent

the precedi ng sentence until the reqistrar adopts procedures for

that i npl enmentati on under section 4503.39 of the Revised Code. The

peri od of denial of reqgistration or transfer shall continue until

the court with jurisdiction of the offense that led to the

suspensi on orders the term nation of the forfeiture. Upon receipt

by the reqgistrar of a termnation of forfeiture form the

registrar shall take any neasures necessary to pernit the person

to register a notor vehicle owned or | eased by the person or to

transfer the registration of a notor vehicle owned or | eased by

the person, if the person later applies to reqgister or transfer

the registration of a notor vehicle and otherwise is eligible to

register the notor vehicle or to transfer its registration

The reqgistrar shall not restore the person's driving or

vehicle reqgistration privileges until the person pays the

reinstatenent fee as provided in this section.

The period of denial relating to the issuance or transfer of

a certificate of reqgistration for a notor vehicle inposed pursuant

to this division remains in effect until the person pays any fine

and costs i nposed by the court relative to the offense.

(C If the court does not issue a declaration of forfeiture

of a person's license under division (A) of this section, it nay

enter information relative to the person's failure to pay the fine

or costs on a formprescribed or approved by the reqistrar

pursuant to division (D) of this section and send the formto the

regi strar. Upon receipt of the form the registrar shall take any

neasur es necessary to ensure that neither the reqgi strar nor any

deputy reqistrar does either of the foll ow ng:

(1) Accepts any application fromthe person for a driver's

license, commercial driver's license, or tenporary instruction
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permt or for a renewal of a driver's license, commercial driver's

license, or tenporary instruction permt until the fine or costs

are paid;

(2) Accepts any application for the reqistration or transfer

of reqgistration of any notor vehicle owned or | eased by the

person. However, for a nmotor vehicle | eased by the person. the

registrar shall not inplenent this requirenent until the reqistrar

adopt s procedures for that inplenentation under section 4503.39 of

t he Revi sed Code.

The period of denial relating to the i ssuance or renewal of a

driver's license, comnercial driver's |license, or tenporary

instruction permt and the issuance or transfer of a certificate

of reqgistration for a notor vehicle inposed under division (C) of

this section remnins in effect until the person pays any fine or

costs inposed by the court relative to the offense. Wien the fine

or costs have been paid in full, the court shall informthe

reqgi strar of the paynent by entering infornation relative to the

paynment on a notice of paynent form prescribed or approved by the

registrar pursuant to division (D) of this section and sending the

formto the reqistrar

(D) The reqistrar shall prescribe and nake available to

mayor's courts forns to be used for a notice of forfeiture and a

notice of termnation under division (A of this section and a

notice of failure to pay fines or costs and a notice of paynent of

fines or costs under division (C) of this section. The reqgistrar

nay approve the use of other forns for these purposes.

The reqgistrar nmay require that any of the forns prescribed or

approved pursuant to this section be transnmtted to the reqgistrar

electronically. If the registrar requires electronic transnission

the registrar shall not be required to give effect to any form

that is not transmitted el ectronically.
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Sec. 1905.33. (A As used in this section, "unpaid court

costs, fees, or fines" neans any court costs, fees, or fines that

an obligor has not paid to the appropriate court at | east two

vears after the date on which the obligor was required by the

court or by a statute or rule to pay the court costs, fees, or

fines.

(B) The mayor's court shall work with the tax comm ssioner to

coll ect unpaid court costs, fees, or fines fromrefunds of state

incone taxes that are payable to obligors.

(O A mayor's court may coll ect any unpaid court costs, fees,

or fines under this section. Any reduction under section 5747.12,
5747.121, 5747.122, or 5747.123 of the Revised Code to an i ncone

tax refund shall be made before a reduction under this section. No

reduction shall be made under this section if the anpbunt of the

refund is |l ess than twenty-five dollars after any reduction under
section 5747.12 of the Revised Code. A reduction under this

section shall be nade before any part of the refund is contributed

under section 5747.113 of the Revised Code or is credited under

section 5747.12 of the Revised Code against tax due in any

subsequent vear

(D) The court and the tax conmi ssioner, by rules adopted in

accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code, shall establish

procedures to inplenent this section. The procedures shall provide

for notice to an obligor of unpaid court costs, fees, or fines and

an opportunity for the obligor to be heard before the obligor's

income tax refund is reduced.

Sec. 1907.20. (A) The clerk of courts shall be the clerk of
the county court, except that the board of county conm ssioners,
with the concurrence of the county court judges, may appoint a

clerk for each county court judge, who shall serve at the pleasure
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of the board and shall receive conpensation as set by the board,
payable in sem nonthly installments fromthe treasury of the
county. An appointed clerk, before entering upon the duties of the
office, shall give bond of not |ess than five thousand dollars, as
determ ned by the board of county comm ssioners, conditioned upon

the faithful performance of the clerk's duties.

The clerks of courts of common pl eas, when acting as the
clerks of county courts, and upon assunming their county court
duties, shall receive conpensation at one-fourth the rate
prescribed for the clerks of courts of common pleas as determn ned
in accordance with the popul ati on of the county and the rates set
forth in sections 325.08 and 325. 18 of the Revised Code. This
conpensation shall be paid fromthe county treasury in sem nonthly
installments and is in addition to the annual conpensation
received for the perfornmance of the duties of the clerk of a court
of comon pleas as provided in sections 325.08 and 325.18 of the
Revi sed Code.

(B) The clerk of a county court shall have general powers to
adm ni ster oaths, take affidavits, and issue executions upon any
judgment rendered in the county court, including a judgnent for
unpai d costs, power to issue and sign all wits, process,
subpoenas, and papers issuing out of the court, and to attach the
seal of the court to them and power to approve all bonds,
sureties, recogni zances, and undertakings fixed by any judge of
the court or by law. The clerk shall file and safely keep al
journal s, records, books, and papers bel ongi ng or appertaining to
the court, record its proceedings, performall other duties that
the judges of the court may prescribe, and keep a book show ng all
recei pts and di sbursenents, which shall be open for public
inspection at all tinmes. The clerk may refuse to accept for filing
any pl eading or paper subnmitted for filing by a person who has

been found to be a vexatious litigator under section 2323.52 of
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the Revised Code and who has failed to obtain | eave to proceed

under that section

The clerk shall prepare and nmaintain a general index, a
docket as prescribed by the court, which shall be furnished by the
board of county commi ssioners, and such other records as the
court, by rule, requires, all of which shall be the public records
of the court. In the docket, the clerk shall enter at tines of the
commencenent of an action, the nanes of the parties in full, the
nanes of the counsel, and the nature of the proceedings. Under
proper dates, the clerk shall note the filing of the conplaint,

i ssuing of sunmons or other process, returns, and pl eadi ngs
subsequent thereto. The clerk also shall enter all reports,

verdi cts, orders, judgnments, and proceedings of the court, clearly
specifying the relief granted or orders made in each action. The
court may order an extended record of any of the above to be nade
and entered, under the proper action headi ng, upon the docket at
the request of any party to the case, the expense of which may be
taxed as costs in the case or nay be required to be prepaid by the

party demandi ng the extended record, upon order of the court.

(C The clerk of a county court shall receive and collect al
costs, fees, fines, penalties, bail, and other nobneys payable to
the office or to any officer of the court and issue receipts

therefor, and shall on or before the twentieth day of each nonth

di sburse the costs, fees, fines, penalties, bail, and other noneys
to the proper persons or officers and take receipts therefor.

Subj ect to sections 307.515, 4511.19, 4511.193, and 5503.04 of the
Revi sed Code and all other statutes that require a different
distribution of fines, fines received for violations of nunicipal
ordi nances shall be paid into the treasury of the rmnunici pal

cor poration whose ordi nance was viol ated, fines received for

vi ol ations of township resol utions adopted pursuant to section
503.52 or 503.53 or Chapter 504. of the Revised Code shall be paid
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into the treasury of the townshi p whose resol uti on was vi ol at ed,
and fines collected for the violation of state |laws shall be paid
into the county treasury. Moneys deposited as security for costs

shall be retained pending the litigation.

The clerk shall keep a separate account of all receipts and
di sbursenents in civil and crimnal cases. The separate account
shal |l be a pernmanent public record of the office. On the
expiration of a clerk's term those records shall be delivered to

the clerk's successor

The clerk shall have such other powers and duties as are

prescribed by rule or order of the court.

(D) Al noneys paid into a county court shall be noted on the
record of the case in which they are paid and shall be deposited
in a state or national bank selected by the clerk. On the first
Monday i n January of each year, the clerk shall make a |ist of the
titles of all cases in the county court that were finally
determ ned nore than one year past in which there remains
unclainmed in the possession of the clerk any funds, or any part of
a deposit for security of costs not consunmed by the costs in the
case. The clerk shall give notice of the noneys to the parties
entitled to themor to their attorneys of record. Al the noneys
remai ni ng uncl aimed on the first day of April of each year shal
be paid by the clerk to the county treasurer. Any part of the
noneys shall be paid by the county treasurer at any tinme to the
person having the right to them upon proper certification of the

cl erk.

(E)(1) In county court districts having appoi nted cl erks,
deputy clerks may be appointed by the board of county
comm ssioners. Cerks and deputy clerks shall receive such
conmpensation payable in semnonthly installments out of the county
treasury as the board may prescribe. Each deputy clerk shall take

an oath of office before entering upon the duties of the deputy
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clerk's office and, when so qualified, my performthe duties
appertaining to the office of the clerk. The clerk may require any
of the deputy clerks to give bond of not |less than three thousand
dollars, conditioned for the faithful perfornmance of the deputy

clerk's duti es.

(2) Aclerk of courts acting as clerk of the county court may
appoi nt deputy clerks to performthe duties pertaining to the
office of clerk of the county court. Each deputy clerk shall take
an oath of office before entering upon the deputy clerk's duties,
and the clerk of courts may require the deputy clerk to give bond
of not less than three thousand dollars, conditioned for the

faithful performance of the deputy clerk's duties.

(3) The clerk or a deputy clerk of a county court shall be in
attendance at all sessions of the court, although not necessarily
in the courtroom and nmay administer oaths to witnesses and jurors

and receive verdicts.

(F)(1) In county court districts having appointed clerks, the
board of county commi ssioners may order the establishnent of one
or nore branch offices of the clerk and, with the concurrence of
the county judges, may appoint a special deputy clerk to
adm ni ster each branch office. Each special deputy clerk shal
take an oath of office before entering upon the duties of the
deputy clerk's office and, when so qualified, nay performany one
or nore of the duties appertaining to the office of clerk, as the
board prescribes. Special deputy clerks shall receive such
conmpensation payable in semnonthly installnments out of the county
treasury as the board may prescribe. The board nmay require any of
the special deputy clerks to give bond of not |less than three
thousand dollars, conditioned for the faithful perfornmance of the

deputy clerk's duties.

The board of county conmi ssioners may authorize the clerk of

the county court to operate one or nore branch offices, to divide
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the clerk's tinme between the offices, and to performduties
appertaining to the office of clerk in locations that the board

prescri bes.

(2) Aclerk of courts acting as clerk of the county court may
establish one or nore branch offices for the clerk's duties as
clerk of the county court and, with the concurrence of the county
court judges, may appoint a special deputy clerk to adm nister
each branch office. Each special deputy clerk shall take an oath
of office before entering upon the deputy clerk's duties and, when
so qualified, may performany of the duties pertaining to the
office of clerk, as the clerk of courts prescribes. The clerk of
courts may require any of the special deputy clerks to give bond
of not |less than three thousand dollars, conditioned for the

faithful perfornmance of the deputy clerk's duties.

(G The clerk of courts of the county shall fix the
conmpensation of deputy clerks and special deputy clerks appointed
by the clerk pursuant to this section. Those personnel shall be
pai d and be subject to the sane requirements as ot her enpl oyees of
the clerk under the provisions of section 325.17 of the Revised

Code insofar as that section is applicable.

Sec. 1907.25. (A) If a person who has a current valid Ghio

driver's or commercial driver's license or tenporary instruction

permt is charged with an offense in county court and either fails

to appear in court at the required tine and place to answer the

charge or pleads guilty to or is found quilty of the offense and

fails within the tine allowed by the court to pay any fine or

costs inposed by the court, the court may issue a declaration of

forfeiture of the person's license or pernmt. Wthin thirty days

after the issuance of a declaration of forfeiture, the court clerk

shall informthe registrar of nmotor vehicles of the forfeiture by

entering information relative to the forfeiture on a notice of
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forfeiture formprescribed or approved by the reqistrar pursuant

to division (D) of this section and sending the conpleted formto

the reqgistrar. The clerk also shall forward the person's |icense

or permt, if it is in the possession of the court., to the

registrar.

Upon receipt of a notice of forfeiture form the reqistrar

shal |l inpose a class F suspension of the driver's or commerci al

driver's license or tenporary instruction pernt of the person who

is the subject of the formfor the period of tinme specified in
division (B)(6) of section 4510.02 of the Revised Code. The

registrar shall send witten notification of the suspension to the

person at the person's |last known address and, if the person is in

possession of the license or permt, order the person to surrender

the license or pernit to the registrar within forty-eight hours.

Neither the registrar nor any deputy registrar shall grant a

valid driver's or commercial driver's |license or tenporary

instruction permt to the person after the suspension unless the

court having jurisdiction of the offense that led to the

suspension orders the term nation of the forfeiture. The court

shall order a termnation of the forfeiture if the person appears

after the inposition of the suspension to answer the charge and

pays any fine and costs inposed by the court or pays the fine and

costs originally inposed by the court. The court shall informthe

reqgistrar of the ternination of the forfeiture by entering

information relative to the termnation on a form prescribed or

approved by the reqgistrar pursuant to division (D) of this section

and sending the conpleted formto the registrar. The person who is

the subject of the term nation shall pay to the bureau of notor

vehicles a twenty-five-dollar reinstatenent fee. The reqistrar

shall deposit fifteen dollars of the fee into the state treasury

to the credit of the state bureau of nobtor vehicles fund created

by section 4501.25 of the Revised Code to cover the costs of the
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bureau in administering this section and shall deposit ten dollars

of the fee into the state treasury to the credit of the indigent

def ense support fund created by section 120.08 of the Revised
Code.

(B) In addition to suspending the driver's or conmmerci al

driver's license or tenporary instruction pernt of the person

naned in a declaration of forfeiture, the reqgistrar, upon receipt

fromthe court clerk of the notice of forfeiture form shall take

any neasures that nmay be necessary to ensure that neither the

regi strar nor any deputy reqgistrar accepts any application for the

registration or transfer of reqgistration of any notor vehicle

owned or | eased by the person naned in the declaration of

forfeiture. However, for a notor vehicle | eased by a person naned

in a declaration of forfeiture, the reqgistrar shall not inplenent

the precedi ng sentence until the reqistrar adopts procedures for

that i npl enentati on under section 4503.39 of the Revised Code. The

period of denial of registration or transfer shall continue until

the court with jurisdiction of the offense that led to the

suspension orders the termnation of the forfeiture. Upon receipt

by the reqgistrar of a ternmination of forfeiture form the

regi strar shall take any neasures necessary to permt the person

to register a notor vehicle owned or | eased by the person or to

transfer the reqgistration of a notor vehicle owned or | eased by

the person, if the person |later applies to reqgister or transfer

the registration of a notor vehicle and otherwise is eligible to

regi ster the notor vehicle or to transfer its registration

The reqgistrar shall not restore the person's driving or

vehicle registration privileges until the person pays the

reinstatenent fee as provided in this section.

The period of denial relating to the i ssuance or transfer of

a certificate of registration for a notor vehicle i nposed pursuant

to this division remains in effect until the person pays any fine
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and costs i nposed by the court relative to the offense.

(C |If the court does not issue a declaration of forfeiture

of a person's license under division (A of this section, it nay

enter information relative to the person's failure to pay the fine

or costs on a formprescribed or approved by the reqistrar

pursuant to division (D) of this section and send the formto the

regi strar. Upon receipt of the form the reqgistrar shall take any

neasures necessary to ensure that neither the registrar nor any

deputy reqistrar does either of the foll ow ng:

(1) Accepts any application fromthe person for a driver's

license, commercial driver's license, or tenporary instruction

permt or for a renewal of a driver's license, commercial driver's

license, or tenporary instruction pernmt until the fine or costs

are paid;

(2) Accepts any application for the reqgistration or transfer

of reqgistration of any notor vehicle owned or | eased by the

person. However, for a notor vehicle | eased by the person, the

registrar shall not inplenent this requirenent until the reqistrar

adopts procedures for that inplenentation under section 4503.39 of

the Revi sed Code.

The period of denial relating to the issuance or renewal of a

driver's license, commercial driver's license, or tenporary

instruction permt and the issuance or transfer of a certificate

of reqgistration for a notor vehicle inposed under division (C of

this section remains in effect until the person pays any fine or

costs inposed by the court relative to the offense. Wien the fine

or _costs have been paid in full, the court shall informthe

registrar of the paynent by entering information relative to the

paynent on a notice of paynent form prescribed or approved by the

registrar pursuant to division (D) of this section and sending the

formto the reqgistrar.
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(D) The reqgistrar shall prescribe and nake available to

county courts forms to be used for a notice of forfeiture and a

notice of termnation under division (A of this section and a

notice of failure to pay fines or costs and a notice of paynent of

fines or costs under division (C of this section. The reqgistrar

nmay approve the use of other forns for these purposes.

The reqgistrar may require that any of the forns prescribed or

approved pursuant to this section be transnmtted to the reqgistrar

electronically. If the registrar requires electronic transnssion

the reqgistrar shall not be required to give effect to any form

that is not transnmitted el ectronically.

Sec. 1907.26. Judges of a county court shall not retain any
of the costs or fees specified in the schedul es adopted pursuant
to section 1907.24 of the Revised Code nor shall they retain a fee
for performng a marriage cerenony. Those costs and fees that
cannot be retained shall be transnitted to the general fund of the
county on or before the fH+st business twentieth day of each

nmont h.

Sec. 1907.261. (A)(1) A county court nmay deternine that for
the efficient operation of the court additional funds are required
to conputerize the court, to nmake avail abl e conmputerized | egal
research services, or to do both. Upon nmaking a deternination that
additional funds are required for either or both of those
pur poses, the court shall include in its schedule of fees and
costs under section 1907.24 of the Revised Code one additional fee
not to exceed three dollars on the filing of each cause of action
or appeal equivalent to one described in division (A), (Q, or (U
of section 2303.20 of the Revised Code and shall direct the clerk

of the court to charge the fee.

(2) Al fees collected under this section shall be paid on or
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before the twentieth day of each nonth to the county treasurer.
The treasurer shall place the funds fromthe fees in a separate
fund to be disbursed upon an order of the court in an amount not
greater than the actual cost to the court of conputerizing the
court, procuring and maintaining conputerized | egal research

servi ces, or both.

(3) If the court determ nes that the funds in the fund
described in division (A)(2) of this section are nore than
sufficient to satisfy the purpose for which the additional fee
described in division (A)(1) of this section was inposed, the
court may declare a surplus in the fund and expend those surpl us

funds for other appropriate technol ogi cal expenses of the court.

(B)(1) A county court may determne that, for the efficient
operation of the court, additional funds are required to
computerize the office of the clerk of the court and, upon that
determ nation, may include in its schedule of fees and costs under
section 1907. 24 of the Revised Code an additional fee not to
exceed ten dollars on the filing of each cause of action or
appeal, on the filing, docketing, and endorsing of each
certificate of judgnent, or on the docketing and indexing of each
aid in execution or petition to vacate, revive, or nodify a
judgnment that is equivalent to one described in division (A, (P),
(Q, (T), or (U of section 2303.20 of the Revised Code. Subject
to division (B)(2) of this section, all noneys coll ected under

division (B)(1) of this section shall be paid on or before the

twentieth day of each nonth to the county treasurer. The treasurer

shall place the funds fromthe fees in a separate fund to be

di sbursed, upon an order of the county court and subject to an
appropriation by the board of county conm ssioners, in an anount
no greater than the actual cost to the court of procuring and
mai nt ai ni ng conputer systens for the office of the clerk of the

county court.
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(2) If a county court makes the determ nation described in
division (B)(1) of this section, the board of county conm ssioners
of that county may issue one or nore general obligation bonds for
the purpose of procuring and mai ntai ning the conputer systens for
the office of the clerk of the county court. In addition to the
purposes stated in division (B)(1) of this section for which the
nmoneys col l ected under that division may be expended, the nobneys
additionally may be expended to pay debt charges and financing
costs related to any general obligation bonds issued pursuant to
division (B)(2) of this section as they becone due. Genera
obli gation bonds issued pursuant to division (B)(2) of this

section are Chapter 133. securities.

Sec. 1907.263. (A) As used in this section, "unpaid court

costs, fees, or fines" neans any court costs, fees., or fines that

an _obligor has not paid to the appropriate court at | east two

vears after the date on which the obligor was required by the

court or by a statute or rule to pay the court costs, fees, or

fines.

(B) The county court shall work with the tax conm ssioner to

collect unpaid court costs, fees, or fines fromrefunds of state

incone taxes that are payable to obligors.

(G A county court nmay collect any unpaid court costs, fees,

or fines under this section. Any reduction under section 5747.12,
5747. 121, 5747.122, or 5747.123 of the Revised Code to an incone

tax refund shall be made before a reduction under this section. No

reduction shall be nade under this section if the anpbunt of the

refund is less than twenty-five dollars after any reduction under
section 5747.12 of the Revised Code. A reduction under this

section shall be nmade before any part of the refund is contri buted

under section 5747.113 of the Revised Code or is credited under

section 5747.12 of the Revi sed Code agai nst tax due in any
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subsequent vear

(D) The court and the tax conmi ssioner, by rules adopted in

accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code, shall establish

procedures to inplenent this section. The procedures shall provide

for notice to an obligor of unpaid court costs., fees, or fines and

an opportunity for the obligor to be heard before the obligor's

i ncome tax refund is reduced.

Sec. 2303.203. (A) There is hereby created the comittee on

court costs, consisting of the follow ng ten nenbers:

(1) Two _nenbers of the public appointed by the speaker of the

house of representatives:

(2) Two _nenbers of the public appointed by the president of

the senate;

(3) One nenber of the public appointed by the chief justice

of the Chio suprene court:

(4) One nunicipal clerk of court appointed by the Ghio

associ ation of municipal/county court clerks:;

(5) One clerk of the court of commn pl eas appointed by the

Chio clerk of courts association;

(6) One nunicipal judge appointed by the association of

muni ci pal /county judges of Onio;

(7) One judge of the court of common pl eas appoi nted by the

Ohio commpn pleas judges association;

(8) One court administrator appointed by the Ohio association

for court adm ni stration.

(B) The appointnments to the commttee shall be made not |ater

than ninety days after the effective date of this section

Vacancies on the commttee shall be filled in the manner provi ded

for the oriaginal appointnments.

Page 40

1225

1226
1227
1228
1229
1230
1231

1232
1233

1234
1235

1236
1237

1238
1239

1240
1241

1242
1243

1244
1245

1246
1247

1248
1249

1250
1251
1252
1253



S. B. No. 211
As Introduced

(G The terns of office of the menbers of the committee shal

be two vears.

(D) The committee shall select the chairperson and

vi ce-chairperson of the commttee.

(E) The committee shall neet annually at a tinme and place to

be determ ned by the nenbers of the conmttee. The nenbers of the

comm ttee shall serve w thout conpensation

(F) The committee shall study the inpact of court costs on

court operations. Based on the commttee's findings, the commttee

shall prepare recommendati ons for any changes that the commttee

bel i eves are necessary to the current systemfor court costs.

(G The committee shall subnit witten findings and

recommendations to the chief justice of the Ohio suprene court,

the governor, the speaker of the house of representatives, and the

president of the senate.

Sec. 4503.39. Wth regard to a notor vehicle leased by or in
the name of a person named in a suspension order or who is

precluded fromreqgistering or transferring registration of a notor

vehicle because of a failure to pay a fine or court costs, the

regi strar of motor vehicles shall adopt procedures as indicated in
division (€ (2) of section 1901.44, division (C)(2) of section
1905. 202, division (€ (2) of section 1907.25, division (D) of
section 2935.27, division (A) of section 2937.221, and division
(B) of section 4510.22 of the Revised Code. The procedures shal

prescribe the infornmati on and net hodol ogy necessary to i npl enent

t hose di vi si ons.

Sec. 5747.124. (A) The tax conmi ssioner., in accordance with
sections 1901.263, 1905.33, and 1907. 263 of the Revi sed Code,

shal |l cooperate with nunicipal courts, mayor's courts, and county

courts to coll ect unpaid court costs, fees, or fines inposed by
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those courts fromrefunds of state incone taxes that are payable

to the obligors of those unpaid court costs, fees, or fines.

(B) At the request of a nunicipal court, mayor's court, or

county court in connection with the collection of unpaid court

costs, fees, or fines froma refund of state incone tax returns
pursuant to this section and section 1901. 263, 1905.33, or

1907. 263 of the Revised Code, the tax conm ssioner shall rel ease

to the court the hone address and social security nunmber of any

obligor of unpaid court costs, fees, or fines whose nonpaynent of

those court costs, fees, or fines may be collected froma refund

of state incone taxes under those sections.

(C In the case of a joint incone tax return for two people

who were not married to each other at the tine one of them had not

paid any court costs, fees, or fines inposed by the court, only

the portion of a refund that is due to the obligor of the court

costs, fees, or fines shall be available for collection of the

unpai d court costs, fees, or fines under this section and section
1901. 263, 1905. 33, or 1907.263 of the Revised Code. The tax

conmi ssioner _shall determ ne that portion. An obligor's spouse who

objects to the portion as deternm ned by the comm ssioner may file

a conplaint with the conmi ssioner within twenty-one days after

receiving notice of the collection, and the conmm ssi oner shall

afford the spouse an opportunity to be heard on the conplaint. The

conmi ssi oner _shall wai ve or extend the twenty-one-day period if

the obligor's spouse establishes that such action is necessary to

avoid unjust, unfair, or unreasonable results. After the hearinaq,

the conm ssioner shall make a final deternination of the portion

of the refund available for collection of unpaid court costs,

fees, or fines.

Section 2. That existing sections 1901.261, 1901.31, 1907. 20,
1907. 26, 1907.261, and 4503.39 of the Revised Code are hereby
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repeal ed.

Section 3. Section 1901. 31 of the Revised Code is presented
inthis act as a conposite of the section as anmended by Am Sub.
H B. 48, Am Sub. H B. 238, and Sub. H. B. 338, all of the 128th
General Assenbly. The Ceneral Assenbly, applying the principle
stated in division (B) of section 1.52 of the Revised Code that
anendrments are to be harnonized if reasonably capabl e of
si mul t aneous operation, finds that the conposite is the resulting
version of the section in effect prior to the effective date of

the section as presented in this act.
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