As Reported by the Senate State and Local Government and
Veterans Affairs Committee

129th General Assembly
Regular Session S.B. No. 21
2011-2012

Senator Wagoner

Cosponsors: Senators Cafaro, Grendell, Manning, Seitz, Patton, Sawyer,

Gillmor, Schaffer, Brown

A BILL

To request the Congressional Joint Conmittee on the
Li brary of Congress to approve the replacenent of
Ohio's statue of Governor WlliamAllen in the
National Statuary Hall Collection with a statue of

Thomas Edi son.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. (A The state of Chio requests that the Joint
Conmittee on the Library of Congress approve the replacenent of
Ohio's statue of Governor WlliamAllen in the National Statuary

Hall Collection with a statue of Thomas Edi son.

(B) In accordance with the Procedure for Repl acenent of
Statues in the National Statuary Hall Collection, Chio submts the
following information for consideration by the Joint Conmittee on

the Library of Congress:

(1) Thomas Edi son, a native of Mlan, Chio, was a world
fanmous inventor and highly successful businessperson whose
i nventions, such as the phonograph, the kinetoscope (a precursor
to the filmprojector), and the first practical incandescent |ight

bul b, have had a trenendous inpact on the world. In addition to
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t hese i nventions, Thomas Edi son's service to the United States
Governnent has al so inpacted world history. During World War |, he
consulted for the governnment, exam ning inventions submitted for
mlitary use and working on defensive devices for subnarines and
ships. For his service, he eventually was awarded a Di sti ngui shed
Service Medal by the Departnent of the Navy. By the tine of his

deat h, he had received over one thousand patents.

Thonas Edi son al so has had a significant inpact on the state
of Chio. He established the Edi son Steel Conpany in C evel and,
Ohi o, and established one of the first electric power stations in
Tiffin, Ohio. Hs General Electric Conpany established the first
i ndustrial park in Chio, which has enpl oyed hundreds of thousands
of people over tinme. And the Onhio Departnent of Devel opnment
sponsors The Thomas Edi son Award, which was established in
partnership with the Edison Birthplace Museumin MIlan, Chio. The
Edi son Birthpl ace Museum al so has been instrunental in the
i ssuance of a Thonas Edi son stanp and commenorative silver dollar,
and has received, on Thomas Edi son's behal f, a posthunously
awar ded GRAMW Awar d.

Thomas Edi son's inpact on the world, and, in particular, on
the state of Chio, through his inventions, business endeavors, and
governnment service, nerits inclusion of a statue of himin the

National Statuary Hall Coll ection

(2) The Chio Statuary Hall Conmi ssion, a nonprofit Ohio
corporation, was established in 2009 for the purpose of assisting
with the process of recomending an Chio citizen for statuary
representation in the National Statuary Hall Collection, including
rai sing funds and providing financial support for that effort. If
the Joint Conmttee on the Library of Congress approves this
repl acenent statue request, the Conmission shall be responsible
for the selection of a sculptor for the Thonas Edi son statue as

well as for paying all costs incurred for placing the Thomas

Page 2

19
20
21
22
23
24
25

26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37

38
39
40
41

42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50



S.B. No. 21
As Reported by the Senate State and Local Government and Veterans Affairs
Committee

Edi son statue in the United States Capitol, including costs
incurred for all of the follow ng:

(a) Paying the scul ptor;

(b) Carving or casting the statue;

(c) Creating a pedestal and any inscription;

(d) Transporting the statue and pedestal to the United States
Capi tol;

(e) Renobving and transporting the replaced statue;

(f) Tenporarily erecting the new statue in the Rotunda of the

Capitol for the unveiling cerenony;
(g) Expenses related to the unveiling cerenony; and

(h) Any other expenses that the Chio Statuary Hall Conmm ssion

finds it to be necessary to incur.

(C As required by the Procedure for Replacenent of Statues
in the National Statuary Hall Collection, the Governor shall
subnit to the Architect of the Capitol a copy of this act, along
with a letter fromthe Governor, requesting approval fromthe
Joint Committee on the Library of Congress to replace Chio's
statue of Governor WlliamAllen in the National Statuary Hall

Collection with a statue of Thomas Edi son.
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