As Introduced

129th General Assembly
Regular Session S. B. No. 280
2011-2012

Senator Seitz

A BILL

To amend section 3735.27 of the Revised Code to
change the conposition of certain nmetropolitan

housi ng authorities.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That section 3735.27 of the Revi sed Code be

amended to read as fol | ows:

Sec. 3735.27. (A) Wenever the director of devel opnent has
determ ned that there is need for a housing authority in any
portion of any county that conprises two or nore politica
subdi visions or portions of two or nore political subdivisions but
is less than all the territory within the county, a metropolitan
housi ng authority shall be declared to exist, and the territorial
limts of the authority shall be defined, by a letter fromthe
director. The director shall issue a determnation fromthe
department of devel opnment declaring that there is need for a
housi ng authority within those territorial limts after finding

either of the follow ng:

(1) Unsanitary or unsafe inhabited housing accomdati ons

exist in that area;

(2) There is a shortage of safe and sanitary housing

accomodations in that area available to persons who |ack the
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anmount of incone that is necessary, as determ ned by the director
to enable them w thout financial assistance, to |live in decent,

safe, and sanitary dwellings w thout congestion.

In determ ning whet her dwel | i ng accommodati ons are unsafe or
unsanitary, the director may take into consideration the degree of
congestion, the percentage of |land coverage, the light, air
space, and access available to the inhabitants of the dwelling
acconmpdati ons, the size and arrangenent of roons, the sanitary
facilities, and the extent to which conditions exist in the
dwel I i ng accommodati ons that endanger life or property by fire or

ot her causes.

The territorial linmts of a netropolitan housing authority as
defined by the director under this division shall be fixed for the
authority upon proof of a letter fromthe director declaring the
need for the authority to function in those territorial limts.
Any such letter fromthe director, any certificate of
determ nation issued by the director, and any certificate of
appoi ntment of menbers of the authority shall be admissible in

evidence in any suit, action, or proceeding.

A certified copy of the letter fromthe director declaring
the existence of a nmetropolitan housing authority and the
territorial limts of its district shall be inmediately forwarded
to each appointing authority. A netropolitan housing authority
shal | consist of nmenbers who are residents of the territory in

whi ch they serve.

(B) (1) Except as otherwi se provided in division (C, (D), e+
(E).__or (F) of this section, the nmenbers of a netropolitan housing

authority shall be appointed as follows:

(a)(i) In a district in a county in which a charter has been
adopt ed under Article X, Section 3 of the Ghio Constitution, and

in which the nost populous city is not the city with the | argest
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rati o of housing units owned or nmanaged by the authority to
popul ati on, one nenber shall be appointed by the probate court,
one nmenber shall be appointed by the court of conmon pl eas, one
nmenber shall be appointed by the board of county conmm ssioners,
one menber shall be appointed by the chief executive officer of
the city that has the largest ratio of housing units owned or
managed by the authority to popul ation, and two nenbers shall be
appoi nted by the chief executive officer of the nbst popul ous city

in the district.

(ii) If, in a district that appoints nmenbers pursuant to
division (B)(1)(a) of this section, the npbst popul ous city becones
the city with the largest ratio of housing units owned or managed
by the authority to popul ati on, when the termof office of the
nmenmber who was appoi nted by the chief executive officer of the
city with the largest ratio expires, that nenber shall not be
reappoi nted, and the nenbership of the authority shall be as

described in division (B)(1)(b) of this section.

(b) I'n any district other than one described in division
(B)(1)(a) of this section, one nenber shall be appointed by the
probate court, one nenber shall be appointed by the court of
common pl eas, one nmenber shall be appointed by the board of county
conmi ssioners, and two nenbers shall be appointed by the chi ef

executive officer of the nost populous city in the district.

(2) At the time of the initial appointnent of the authority,
the menber appointed by the probate court shall be appointed for a
period of four years, the menber appointed by the court of common
pl eas shall be appointed for three years, the nenber appointed by
the board of county conm ssioners shall be appointed for two
years, one nmenber appointed by the chief executive officer of the
nost popul ous city in the district shall be appointed for one
year, and the other nmenber appointed by the chief executive

of ficer of the nobst populous city in the district shall be

Page 3

52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60

61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68

69
70
71
72
73
74

75

77
78
79
80
81
82
83



S. B. No. 280
As Introduced

appoi nted for five years.

I f appointnments are nmade under division (B)(1)(a) of this
section, the nenber appointed by the chief executive officer of
the city in the district that is not the nbst popul ous city, but
that has the largest ratio of housing units owned or nanaged by

the authority to popul ation, shall be appointed for five years.

After the initial appointnents, all nmenbers of the authority
shal | be appointed for five-year terns, and any vacancy occurring
upon the expiration of a termshall be filled by the appointing

authority that nmade the initial appointnent.

(3) For purposes of this division, population shall be

determ ned according to the last preceding federal census.

(© For any netropolitan housing authority district that
contai ned, as of the 1990 federal census, a population of at |east
one mllion, tw nmenbers of the authority shall be appointed by
the legislative authority of the nost populous city in the
district, two nenbers shall be appointed by the chief executive
of ficer of the npbst populous city in the district, and one nenber
shal | be appointed by the chief executive officer, with the
approval of the legislative authority, of the city in the district
that has the second hi ghest nunber of housing units owned or

managed by the authority.

At the tinme of the initial appointnent of the authority, one
nmenber appointed by the legislative authority of the nobst popul ous
city in the district shall be appointed for three years, and one
such nenber shall be appointed for one year; the nmenber appointed
by the chief executive officer of the city with the second hi ghest
nunmber of housing units owned or nanaged by the authority shall be
appoi nted, with the approval of the legislative authority, for
three years; and one nenber appointed by the chief executive

of ficer of the nost populous city in the district shall be
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appoi nted for three years, and one such nenber shall be appointed
for one year. Thereafter, all nenbers of the authority shall be
appoi nted for three-year ternms, and any vacancy shall be filled by
the sanme appointing power that made the initial appointnent. At
the expiration of the termof any nenber appointed by the chief
executive officer of the nost populous city in the district before
March 15, 1983, the chief executive officer of the nobst popul ous
city inthe district shall fill the vacancy by appointnment for a
three-year term At the expiration of the termof any nenber

appoi nted by the board of county comn ssioners before March 15,
1983, the chief executive officer of the city in the district with
t he second hi ghest nunber of housing units owned or managed by the
authority shall, with the approval of the municipal |egislative
authority, fill the vacancy by appointnment for a three-year term
At the expiration of the termof any nenber appoi nted before March
15, 1983, by the court of common pleas or the probate court, the

| egislative authority of the nobst populous city in the district

shall fill the vacancy by appointnent for a three-year term

After March 15, 1983, at |east one of the nenbers appointed
by the chief executive officer of the nbst populous city shall be
a resident of a dwelling unit owned or nmanaged by the authority.
At least one of the initial appointnments by the chief executive
of ficer of the nost populous city, after March 15, 1983, shall be
a resident of a dwelling unit owned or managed by the authority.
Thereafter, any nenber appointed by the chief executive officer of
the nmost populous city for the termestablished by this initial
appoi ntrent, or for any succeeding term shall be a person who
resides in a dwelling unit owned or managed by the authority. If
there is an elected, representative body of all residents of the
authority, the chief executive officer of the nbst popul ous city
shal |, whenever there is a vacancy in this resident term provide
witten notice of the vacancy to the representative body. If the

representative body subnits to the chief executive officer of the
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nost popul ous city, in witing and within sixty days after the
date on which it was notified of the vacancy, the nanes of at

| east five residents of the authority who are willing and
qualified to serve as a nenber, the chief executive officer of the
nost popul ous city shall appoint to the resident termone of the
residents recomended by the representative body. At no tinme shall

residents constitute a ngjority of the nmenbers of the authority.

(D)(1) For any netropolitan housing authority district that

is located in a county that has, according to the npst recent

federal decennial census, a popul ation greater than seven hundred

thousand but | ess than nine hundred thousand, the nenbers of the

netropolitan housing authority shall be selected as foll ows:

(a) One nenber shall be appointed by the probate court.

(b) One nenber shall be appointed by the court of common

pl eas.

(c) One nenber _shall be appointed by the board of county

conmi Ssi oners.

(d) Two nenbers shall be appointed by the nmayor of the nost

popul ous city in the district, subject to approval by city

council. At |least one of the initial appointnents by the nayor

shall be a resident of a dwelling unit owned or managed by the

authority. Thereafter, any nenber appoi nted by the mayor of the

nost popul ous city for the termestablished by the initial

appoi ntnment, or for any succeeding term shall be a person who

resides in a dwelling unit owned or nmanaged by the authority. |f

there is an elected, representative body of all residents of the

authority, the mavor of the npst populous city shall. whenever

there is a vacancy in the resident term provide witten notice of

the vacancy to the representative body. If the representative body

subnmits to the mayor of the nobst populous city, in witing and

within sixty days after the date on which it was notified of the
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vacancy, the nanes of at |east five residents of the authority who

are willing and qualified to serve as a nenber, the mayor of the

nost popul ous city shall appoint to the resident termone of the

residents recommended by the representative body. At no tine shall

residents constitute a mpjority of the menbers of the authority.

(e) One nenber shall be noninated by the townshi p associ ation

of the county. The board of county conmi ssioners shall accept or

rej ect the nom nee.

(f) One nenber shall be noni nated by the nunicipal | eague of

the county. The nom nee shall not be a resident of the district's

nost popul ous city and shall represent a city that is

substantially inpacted as described in division (1) of this

section. The board of county conmissioners shall accept or reject

t he noni nee.

(2) At the time of the initial appointnent of the authority

described in division (D)(1) of this section, the nenber appointed

by the probate court shall be appointed for a period of four

vears: the nenber appointed by the court of commpbn pleas shall be

appoi nted for three years: the nenber appointed by the board of

county commi ssioners shall be appointed for two vears:; one nenber

appoi nted by the nmayor of the nbst populous city in the district

shall be appointed for one yvear, and the other nenber appointed by

the mayor of the npbst populous city in the district shall be

appoi nted for five vears; the nenber nom nated by the township

association of the county shall be appointed for the same nunber

of vears as the nonresident nenber of the authority appointed by

the mayor of the nost populous city in the district; and the

nenber non nated by the nunicipal | eague of the county shall be

appoi nted for the sane nunber of vears as the resident nmenber of

the authority appointed by the mayor of the npst populous city in

the district.

After the initial appointnents, all nenbers of the authority
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shall be appointed for five-year terns, and any vacancy occurring

upon the expiration of a termshall be filled by the authority

that nmade the initial appointnent or nonination.

(E)(1) For any netropolitan housing authority district
located in a county that had, as of the 2000 federal census, a
popul ati on of at [east four hundred thousand and no city with a
popul ation greater than thirty per cent of the total popul ation of
the county, one nmenber of the authority shall be appointed by the
probate court, one nenber shall be appointed by the court of
common pl eas, one nenber shall be appointed by the chief executive
of ficer of the nost populous city in the district, and two nenbers

shal | be appointed by the board of county conmm ssioners.

(2) At the tinme of the initial appointnment of a nmetropolitan
housi ng authority pursuant to this division, the nmenber appointed
by the probate court shall be appointed for a period of four
years, the nenber appointed by the court of common pleas shall be
appoi nted for three years, the nenber appointed by the chi ef
executive officer of the nbst popul ous city shall be appointed for
two years, one nenber appointed by the board of county
comm ssi oners shall be appointed for one year, and the other
nmenber appointed by the board of county commi ssioners shall be
appointed for five years. Thereafter, all nenbers of the authority
shal | be appointed for five-year terns, with each term ending on
the sanme day of the sanme nonth as the termthat it succeeds.
Vacanci es shall be filled in the nmanner provided in the original
appoi ntments. Any nenber appointed to fill a vacancy occurring
prior to the expiration of the termshall hold office as a nenber

for the remai nder of that term

&-(F) (1) One resident nenber shall be appointed to a
nmet ropol i tan housing authority when required by federal |aw. The
chi ef executive officer of the nbst populous city in the district

shal | appoint that resident nenber for a termof five years.
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Subsequent terns of that resident nenber also shall be for five
years, and any vacancy in the position of the resident nmenber

shall be filled by the chief executive officer of the nobst
populous city in the district. Any nmenber appointed to fill such a
vacancy shall hold office as a resident nenmber for the remainder
of that term If, at any tinme, a resident nmenber no | onger
gualifies as a resident, another resident nmenber shall be

appoi nted by the appointing authority who originally appointed the

resi dent nmenber to serve for the unexpired portion of that term

(2) On and after theeffective date of this anrendrent
Sept enber 29, 2005, any netropolitan housing authority to which

two additional nenbers were appointed pursuant to forner division
(BE)(1) of this section as enacted by Anended Substitute House Bill
No. 95 of the 125th general assenbly shall continue to have those
addi tional nenbers. Their terns shall be for five years, and
vacancies in their positions shall be filled in the manner
provided for their original appointment under former division

(E)(1) of this section as so enact ed.

(G Public officials, other than the officers having the
appoi nti ng power under this section, shall be eligible to serve as
nmenbers, officers, or enployees of a nmetropolitan housing
authority notw thstanding any statute, charter, or lawto the
contrary. Not nore than two such public officials shall be nenbers

of the authority at any one tine.

Al nmenbers of an authority shall serve without conpensation
but shall be entitled to be reinbursed for all necessary expenses

i ncurred.

After a netropolitan housing authority district is forned,
the director may enlarge the territory within the district to
i nclude other political subdivisions, or portions of other
political subdivisions, but the territorial limts of the district

shall be less than that of the county.
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S-(H) (1) Any vote taken by a nmetropolitan housing authority
shall require a nmgjority affirmative vote to pass. Atie vote
shall constitute a defeat of any neasure receiving equal nunbers

of votes for and against it.

(2) The nenbers of a netropolitan housing authority shall act
in the best interest of the district and shall not act solely as

representatives of their respective appointing authorities.

(1) "Substantially inpacted" as used in division (D)(1)(f) of

this section nmeans a city within a netropolitan housing authority

that, based on the percentage of housing units that are subsidi zed

housing, is in the top one-third of cities within the county.

Section 2. That existing section 3735.27 of the Revised Code

i s hereby repeal ed.
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