As Introduced

129th General Assembly
Regular Session S. B. No. 305
2011-2012

Senator Hughes

Cosponsor: Senator Patton

A BILL

To enact section 2923.241 of the Revised Code to
prohi bit designing, building, constructing,
fabricating, nodifying, or altering a vehicle to
create or add a hidden conpartnent, know ng or
havi ng reasonabl e cause to believe the vehicle
will be used to facilitate a crine, and to
prohi bit operating, possessing, or using a vehicle
with a hidden compartnent, know ng or having
reasonabl e cause to believe that the vehicle has

been or will be used to facilitate a crime.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That section 2923.241 of the Revised Code be

enacted to read as fol |l ows:

Sec. 2923.241. (A) As used in this section:

(1) "Controlled substance"” has the sane nmeaning as in section

3719. 01 of the Revi sed Code.

(2) "Hi dden conpartnent" neans a contai ner, space, or

encl osure that conceals, hides, or otherw se prevents the

di scovery of the contents of the container, space, or enclosure.

"Hi dden conpartnment” includes, but is not limted to, any of the
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foll owi ng:

(a) False, altered, or nodified fuel tanks;

(b) Any original factory equi pnent on a vehicle that has been

nodified to conceal. hide, or prevent the discovery of the

nodi fied equi pnment's contents;

(c) Any conpartnment., space. box., or other closed container

that is added or attached to existing conpartnents, spaces, boxes,

or closed containers integrated or attached to a vehicle.

(3) "Vehicle" has the sane neaning as in section 4511.01 of

the Revised Code and includes, but is not limted to, a nptor

vehicle, commercial tractor, trailer, noncommercial trailer

semtrailer, nobile hone, recreational vehicle, or notor hone.

(4) "Mtor vehicle," "commercial trailer," "trailer,"

1 [

"noncommercial trailer," "semtrailer," "nobile hone,"

"recreational vehicle," and "notor hone" have the sane neani hgs as

in section 4501.01 of the Revised Code.

(B) No person shall knowingly design, build, construct, or

fabricate a vehicle with a hidden conpartnent, or nodify or alter

any portion of a vehicle in order to create or add a hi dden

conpartment wi th know edge or reasonabl e cause to believe that the

vehicle will be used to facilitate a crine.

(C) No person shall knowingly operate, possess, or use a

vehicle with a hidden conpartnment with know edge or reasonabl e

cause to believe that the vehicle has been or will be used to

facilitate a crine.

(D) Whoever violates division (B) of this section is quilty

of designing a vehicle with a hidden conpartnent. Except as

ot herwi se provided in this division, designing a vehicle with a

hi dden conpartment is a felony of the fourth degree. If the

of f ender previously has been convicted of or pleaded quilty to a

Page 2

20
21

22
23
24

25
26
27

28
29
30
31

32
33
34
35

36
37
38
39
40

41
42
43
44

45
46
47
48
49



S. B. No. 305
As Introduced

violation of division (B) of this section, designing a vehicle

with a hidden conpartnment is a felony of the third degree.

(E) VWhoever violates division (C of this section is gquilty

of operating a vehicle with a hidden conpartnent. Except as

ot herwi se provided in this division, operating a vehicle with a

hi dden conpartment is a felony of the fourth degree. Except as

otherwi se provided in this division, if the offender previously

has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division

(C) of this section, operating a vehicle with a hidden conpart nent

is a felony of the third degree. If the hidden conpartnent

contains a controlled substance at the tinme of the offense,

operating a vehicle with a hidden conpartnment is a felony of the

second deaqr ee.

(F) This section does not apply to any | aw enforcenent

officer acting in the perfornmance of the | aw enforcenent officer's

duti es.
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