As Passed by the Senate

129th General Assembly
Regular Session Sub. S. B. No. 305
2011-2012

Senator Hughes

Cosponsors: Senators Patton, Turner, Bacon, Eklund, Jones

A BILL

To enact section 2923.241 of the Revised Code to
prohi bit designing, building, constructing,
fabricating, nodifying, or altering a vehicle to
create or add a hidden conpartnment with the intent
to facilitate the unlawful conceal nent or
transportation of a controlled substance, prohibit
operating, possessing, or using a vehicle with a
hi dden compartnent with know edge that the hidden
conmpartnment is used or intended to be used to
facilitate the unlawful conceal ment or
transportation of a controlled substance, and
prohibit a person who has conmtted a first or
second degree felony violation of aggravated
trafficking in drugs from operating, possessing,

or using a vehicle with a hidden conpartnent.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That section 2923.241 of the Revi sed Code be

enacted to read as fol |l ows:

Sec. 2923.241. (A) As used in this section:

(1) "Controll ed substance" has the sane nmeaning as in section

3719. 01 of the Revi sed Code.
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(2) "Hi dden conpartnent" neans a contai ner, space, or

encl osure that conceals, hides, or otherw se prevents the

di scovery of the contents of the container, space, or encl osure.

"Hi dden conpartnment” includes, but is not limted to. any of the

foll owi ng:

(a) False, altered, or nodified fuel tanks;:

(b) Any oriqginal factory equi pnent on a vehicle that has been

nodi fied to conceal. hide, or prevent the discovery of the

nodi fi ed equi pnment's contents;

(c) Any conpartnment, space, box, or other closed container

that is added or attached to existing conpartnents. spaces. boxes,

or closed containers integrated or attached to a vehicle.

(3) "Vehicle" has the sane neaning as in section 4511.01 of

the Revised Code and includes, but is not limted to, a notor

vehicle, commercial tractor, trailer, noncommercial trailer

semtrailer, nobile hone, recreational vehicle, or notor hone.

(4) "Mtor vehicle," "commercial trailer," "trailer,

1 1

"noncommercial trailer.," "semtrailer," "nobile hone,"

"manuf acturer." "recreational vehicle," and "notor hone" have the

sane _neanings as in section 4501.01 of the Revised Code.

(5) "Mdtor vehicle dealer" has the sane neaning as in section

4517.01 of the Revi sed Code.

(B) No person shall knowingly design, build, construct, or

fabricate a vehicle with a hidden conpartnent, or nodify or alter

any portion of a vehicle in order to create or add a hi dden

conpartnent, with the intent to facilitate the unl awf ul

conceal nent _or transportation of a controlled substance.

(C) No person shall knowi ngly operate, possess, or use a

vehicle with a hidden conpartnent with know edge that the hidden

conpartnment is used or intended to be used to facilitate the
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unl awf ul conceal nent or transportation of a controll ed substance.

(D) No person who has been convicted of or pleaded quilty to

a violation of aggravated trafficking in drugs under section
2925. 03 of the Revised Code that is a felony of the first or

second degree shall operate, possess. or use a vehicle with a

hi dden conpart ment.

(E) Whoever violates division (B) of this section is quilty

of designing a vehicle with a hidden conpartnent used to transport

a controll ed substance. Except as otherw se provided in this

di vi sion, designing a vehicle with a hidden conpartnent used to

transport a controlled substance is a felony of the fourth degree.

If the off ender previously has been convicted of or pleaded quilty

to a violation of division (B) of this section, designing a

vehicle with a hidden conpartnent used to transport a controll ed

substance is a felony of the third degree.

(F) VWhoever violates division (C) or (D) of this section is

quilty of operating a vehicle with a hidden conpartnent used to

transport a controll ed substance. Except as otherw se provided in

this division, operating a vehicle with a hidden conpartnent used

to transport a controlled substance is a felony of the fourth

degree. Except as otherwi se provided in this division, if the

of f ender previously has been convicted of or pleaded quilty to a

violation of division (€ or (D) of this section, operating a

vehicle with a hidden conpartnent used to transport a controlled

substance is a felony of the third degree. |If the hidden

conpartnment contains a controlled substance at the tine of the

of fense, operating a vehicle with a hidden conpartnent used to

transport a controlled substance is a felony of the second degree.

(G This section does not apply to any | aw enforcenent

officer acting in the perfornmance of the | aw enforcenent officer's

duti es.

Page 3

51

52
53
54
55
56

57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65

66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78

79
80
81



Sub. S. B. No. 305
As Passed by the Senate

(H (1) This section does not apply to any |icensed notor

vehicle dealer or notor vehicle manufacturer that in the ordinary

course of business repairs, purchases, receives in trade, |eases,

or sells a notor vehicle.

(2) This section does not inpose a duty on a licensed notor

vehicle dealer to know, discover., report, repair. or disclose the

exi stence of a hidden conmpartnent to any person.

(1) This section does not apply to a box, safe, container, or

other item added to a vehicle which is comercially manufactured

and advertised for the purpose of securing val uables, el ectronics,

or firearns provided that at the tine of discovery the box. safe,

container, or other itemadded to the vehicle does not contain a

controll ed substance or residue of a controlled substance.
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