As Introduced

129th General Assembly
Regular Session S. B. No. 33
2011-2012

Senator Tavares

A BILL

To amend section 3517.21 of the Revised Code to
prohibit the use of a sanple ballot as campai gn
materials if the ballot would mslead voters into
bel i eving a candi date has received a party

endor senent .

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That section 3517.21 of the Revi sed Code be

amended to read as fol |l ows:

Sec. 3517.21. (A) No person, during the course of any
campai gn for nomination or election to public office or office of
a political party, shall knowingly and with intent to affect the

out conme of such canpai gn do any of the foll ow ng:

(1) Serve, or place another person to serve, as an agent or
enpl oyee in the el ection canpai gn organi zati on of a candi date for
t he purpose of acting to inpede the conduct of the candidate's
canpai gn for nom nation or election or of reporting information to
the enpl oyee's enpl oyer or the agent's principal wthout the

know edge of the candidate or the candi date's organi zation

(2) Promise, offer, or give any valuable thing or val uable
benefit to any person who is enployed by or is an agent of a

candi date or a candidate's el ection camnpai gn organi zation for the
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pur pose of influencing the enpl oyee or agent with respect to the
i mproper discharge of the enployee's or agent's canpai gn duties or
to obtain information about the candidate or the candidate's

camnpai gn organi zati on

(B) No person, during the course of any canpaign for
nom nation or election to public office or office of a political
party, by neans of canpaign naterials, including sanple ballots,
an advertisenent on radio or television or in a newspaper or
periodical, a public speech, press rel ease, or otherw se, shal
knowi ngly and with intent to affect the outcone of such canpai gn

do any of the follow ng:

(1) Use the title of an office not currently held by a
candi date in a manner that inplies that the candi date does
currently hold that office or use the term"re-elect” when the
candi date has never been elected at a primary, general, or special

election to the office for which he or she is a candi dat e;

(2) Make a fal se statenment concerning the formal schooling or
training conpleted or attenpted by a candi date; a degree, diplom
certificate, scholarship, grant, award, prize, or honor received,
earned, or held by a candidate; or the period of tinme during which
a candi date attended any school, college, community technical

school, or institution

(3) Make a fal se statenment concerning the professional
occupational, or vocational licenses held by a candi date, or
concerni ng any position the candidate held for which the candi date

received a salary or wages;

(4) Make a false statenment that a candidate or public
official has been indicted or convicted of a theft offense,
extortion, or other crime involving financial corruption or noral

turpitude

(5) Make a statenent that a candi date has been indicted for
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any crime or has been the subject of a finding by the Chio
el ections conmission w thout disclosing the outcone of any | egal

proceedi ngs resulting fromthe indictment or finding;

(6) Make a false statenment that a candidate or official has a

record of treatnent or confinenent for nental disorder

(7) Make a false statenent that a candidate or official has
been subjected to mlitary discipline for crimnal msconduct or

di shonorably discharged fromthe arned services;

(8) Falsely identify the source of a statenent, issue
statenents under the name of another person w thout authorization,
or falsely state the endorsenent of or opposition to a candidate

by a person or publication;

(9) Use print advertising, including a sanple ballot, that is

intended to mslead voters into believing that the candi date naned

in the advertising has received the endorsenent of a political

party. Print advertising that uses the sane lettering, fornat,

colors, logo, and | anguage as an official ballot or a sanple

ballot issued by a political party shall be considered to be

intended to mslead voters into believing that the candi date has

received the endorsenent of a political party, regardl ess of

whet her the term "unofficial" appears on the advertisinag.

(10) Make a fal se statenent concerning the voting record of a

candi date or public official;

203-(11) Post, publish, circulate, distribute, or otherw se
di ssem nate a fal se statenent concerning a candi date, either
knowi ng the sane to be false or with reckless disregard of whether
it was false or not, if the statenment is designed to pronote the

el ection, nom nation, or defeat of the candi date.

As used in this section, "voting record” nmeans the recorded

n n n n

yes" or "no" vote on a bill, ordinance, resolution, notion

amendnent, or confirmation.
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(C) Before a prosecution nay comrence under this section, a
conmplaint shall be filed with the Onio el ections conmm ssion under
section 3517.153 of the Revised Code. After the conplaint is
filed, the conmission shall proceed in accordance with sections
3517.154 to 3517.157 of the Revised Code.

Section 2. That existing section 3517.21 of the Revised Code

i s hereby repeal ed.
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