As Introduced

129th General Assembly
Regular Session S. B. No. 353
2011-2012

Senator Schaffer

A BILL

To enact section 3323.21 of the Revised Code to
require the Departnment of Education to solicit
from school districts and educational service
centers regular studies of the tinme spent by
occupati onal and physical therapists on certain
activities and to use the studies to determ ne

appropri ate workl oads.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That section 3323.21 of the Revi sed Code be

enacted to read as foll ows:

Sec. 3323.21. (A) As used in this section, "rel ated services

provi der" neans an occupational therapist or physical therapist.

(B)(1) Not later than June 30, 2013, and by the thirtieth day

of June every five vears thereafter. the departnent of education

shall solicit fromthe boards of education of each city. exenpted

village, and | ocal school district and the governi ng board of each

educational service center a study of the average anount of tine

each type of related services provider enployed or contracted by

the board spent on each of the following activities over two

separate two-week periods, one of which shall have concl uded prior

to the thirty-first day of January and the other of which shal

have concluded prior to the thirty-first day of Muy:
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(a) Child evaluations, including screenings. observations,

di agnostic testing, and other assessnents;

(b) | EP devel opnent:

(c) Devel opnent _and review of plans of care;

(d) Provision of related services to children with

disabilities, including consultations and counseling regarding

appropriate intervention services and direct provision of those

services;

(e) Provision of transition services;

(f) Docunentation of child eval uations and services,

i ncl udi ng conpliance with docunentation requirenents related to

recei ving rei nbursenent for services fromthe nedi caid program
aut hori zed by Chapter 5111. of the Revi sed Code;

(0) | EP team neetings;

(h) Collaboration and coordination with | EP team nenbers or

other district or service center staff;

(i) Advocacy to ensure that |EPs and | egal reguirenents

regardi ng the education of children with disabilities are being

net ;

(j) Conducting training sessions for parents or district or

service center staff;

(k) Pl anni ng and desi gni ng the provider's work:

(1) Travel between school buildings or other sites for the

purpose of carrying out the provider's job responsibilities;

(m Pl anni ng and devel opnent of districtwide initiatives to

identify at-risk children

(n) Managenent of enpl oyees under the provider's supervision,

including occupational therapy assistants and physical therapist

assi stants:;
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(0) Professional devel opnent.

(2) Each study shall include the foll owi ng additiona

i nf ormati on:

(a) The nunber of school buildings or other sites served by

each rel ated services provider enployed or contracted by the

district or service center board and the travel tine between those

buil di ngs or sites:

(b) Whether the district or service center uses any

occupational therapy assistants, physical therapist assistants, or

simlar |licensed personnel to assist related services providers

and, if so, the average ampbunt of tine spent by those personnel on

each of the activities listed in division (B)(1) of this section

over the two separate two-week periods covered by the study:

(c) A description of other personnel and prograns avail abl e

within the district or service center that could be used to assi st

or otherwi se support related services providers in their work:

(d) Any other information requested by the departnent.

(G Upon receipt of the studies solicited on or before June

30, 2013, the departnent shall do both of the foll ow ng:

(1) dassify each of the activities listed in division (B)(1)

of this section into one of the foll ow ng categories:

(a) Direct provision of services to children with

di sabilities;

(b) Activities related to the devel opnent of educati onal

programm ng for children with disabilities;

(c) Activities related to supporting nondi sabled children

receiving a general education curricul um

(d) Activities necessary to conply with federal or state

| egal requirenents that are not otherwi se classified in divisions
(©(1)(a) to (c) of this section
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(2) Based on the data contained in the studies, devel op a

formula to determine, for each type of related services provider,

an appropriate ratio of children with disabilities per provider

that enables the provider to fulfill the provider's job

responsibilities in each of the categories described in division

(CQ) (1) of this section and to neet the needs of the children with

disabilities in the provider's workl oad, w thout exceeding the

nunber of mnutes conprising the provider's full-tinme work

schedul e.

(D) Whenever subsequent studies are solicited under division

(B) (1) of this section, the departnent shall consider., based on

the data contained in the studies, whether the fornula devel oped

under division (C(2) of this section produces an appropriate

ratio of children with disabilities per related services provider.

|f the departnment determ nes that the fornmul a does not produce an

appropriate ratio of children with disabilities per provider, the

departnment shall adjust the formula as needed to attain a nore

appropriate workl oad.

(E) The departnent shall review each study solicited under

division (B)(1) of this section. Foll owi ng each review, the

departnent shall report to the district or service center board

that subnmitted a study the percentage of tinme spent by the rel ated

services providers enpl oyed or contracted by the board on each of

the cateqgories of activities described in division (C (1) of this

section during the four weeks covered by the study. The departnent

also shall submt to the district or service center board

directions for aligning the current workl oad for each type of

rel ated services provider enployed or contracted by the board with

the workl oad size deterni ned appropriate for that type of

provider. The departnent shall conpile the information required by

this division into a report, which shall be submtted to the state

board of education within ninety days after the informati on has
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been provided to school districts and educational service centers.

(F) Each district and service center board shall inpl enment

the departnment's directions submtted to the board under division

(E) of this section.
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