As Introduced

129th General Assembly

Regular Session S. B. No. 60

2011-2012

Senator Tavares

A BILL

To enact section 4743.04 of the Revised Code to
require certain health care professionals to

conplete instruction in cultural conpetency.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That section 4743.04 of the Revi sed Code be

enacted to read as fol |l ows:

Sec. 4743.04. (A) As used in this section:

(1) "Applicant" neans an individual who applies for

licensure, certification, or registration. as applicable, to

practice as a health care professional

(2) "Health care professional" neans all of the foll ow ng:

(a) A dentist licensed by the state dental board under
Chapter 4715. of the Revised Code;

(b) Areqgistered nurse or licensed practical nurse |icensed

by the board of nursing under Chapter 4723. of the Revised Code;

(c) An optonetrist licensed by the state board of optometry

under Chapter 4725. of the Revi sed Code;

(d) A pharmacist licensed by the state board of pharmacy
under Chapter 4729. of the Revi sed Code;
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(e) A physician authorized to practice nedicine and surgery

or _osteopathic nedicine and surgery by the state nedical board

under Chapter 4731. of the Revised Code, including an

opht hal nol oqi st ;

(f) A psychologist licensed by the state board of psychol ogy
under Chapter 4732. of the Revi sed Code;

(d) An independent social worker, social worker, or social

wor k assistant |icensed or registered by the counsel or, soci al

worker, and narriage and fanmly therapist board under Chapter
4757. of the Revised Code.

(3) "State board” neans the state dental board, the board of

nursing, the state board of optonetry. the state board of

pharmacy, the state nedical board, the state board of psychol ogy.

or the counselor, social worker, and narriage and famly therapist

boar d.

(B) Except as provided in division (C of this section, to be

eligible to receive or renew |licensure, certification, or

regi stration, as applicable, each applicant or health care

prof essional shall submt evidence to the appropriate state board

that the applicant or professional has successfully conpleted the

board's requirenents for instruction or continuing education in

cultural conpetency, as those requirenents are established by the

board in rul es adopted under division (D) of this section.

(C) A state board may grant an applicant or health care

prof essi onal a waiver of the board's requirenents for instruction

or _continuing education in cultural conmpetency if the applicant or

prof essional neets the criteria established by the board in rules

adopt ed under _division (D) of this section.

(D) In accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code, each

state board shall adopt rules that establish all of the follow ng:

(1) The nunber of hours of instruction in cultural conpetency
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an _applicant nust conplete to be eligible to receive licensure,

certification, or reqgistration by that board;

(2) The nunber of hours of continuing education in cultural

conpetency required for renewal of licensure, certification, or

registration by that board:

(3) The criteria the board will consider in deciding to grant

an applicant or health care professional a waiver of the

requi renment to conplete instruction or continuing education in

cultural conpetency, including denpnstration to the board's

satisfaction that the applicant or professional has attained

experience that is substantially equivalent to the required nunber

of hours of instruction or continuing education in cultural

conpet ency.

(E) In developing the rules described in division (D) of this

section, each board shall consider the problens of race and

gender - based disparities in health care treatnent decisions and

consult with one or nore professionally rel evant and nationally

recogni zed organi zations, or simlar entities, that review the

curricula offered by the applicable health care professional

school s, coll eges, and other educational institutions.

(F) Not later than ninety days after the effective date of

this section, each state board shall approve one or nore

conti nui ng educati on courses addressing cultural conpetency in

health care treatnent. The board nay approve courses that are

included within continuing education prograns certified by

prof essi onal associations or simlar entities. The course or

courses shall include instruction in addressing the probl ens of

race and gender-based disparities in health care treatnent

deci si ons.
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