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Representatives Antonio, Henne

Cosponsors: Representatives Ramos, Brenner, Hood, Driehaus, Hagan, R.,
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Schuring Speaker Batchelder

Senator Sawyer

A BILL

To amend section 3313.603 of the Revised Code
regardi ng the excusal of students fromthe high

school physical education requirenent.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That section 3313.603 of the Revised Code be

amended to read as fol |l ows:

Sec. 3313.603. (A) As used in this section:

(1) "One unit" nmeans a nini mum of one hundred twenty hours of
course instruction, except that for a | aboratory course, "one
unit" nmeans a mnimum of one hundred fifty hours of course

i nstruction.

(2) "One-half unit" neans a mni num of sixty hours of course
i nstruction, except that for physical education courses, "one-half
unit" neans a mni mum of one hundred twenty hours of course

i nstruction.

(B) Begi nning Septenber 15, 2001, except as required in
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division (C) of this section and division (C of section 3313.614
of the Revised Code, the requirenents for graduation from every
hi gh school shall include twenty units earned in grades nine

t hrough twelve and shall be distributed as follows:
(1) English | anguage arts, four units;
(2) Health, one-half unit;
(3) Mathematics, three units;
(4) Physical education, one-half unit;

(5) Science, two units until Septenmber 15, 2003, and three
units thereafter, which at all tinmes shall include both of the

fol |l ow ng:
(a) Biological sciences, one unit;
(b) Physical sciences, one unit.

(6) History and government, one unit, which shall conmply with
division (M of this section and shall include both of the

fol | owi ng:
(a) American history, one-half unit;
(b) American governnent, one-half unit.
(7) Social studies, two units.

(8) Elective units, seven units until Septenber 15, 2003, and

six units thereafter.

Each student's el ectives shall include at | east one unit, or
two half units, chosen from anong the areas of

busi ness/technol ogy, fine arts, and/or foreign | anguage.

(C Beginning with students who enter ninth grade for the
first time on or after July 1, 2010, except as provided in
divisions (D) to (F) of this section, the requirenents for
graduation fromevery public and chartered nonpublic high schoo

shall include twenty units that are designed to prepare students
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for the workforce and college. The units shall be distributed as

foll ows:
(1) English | anguage arts, four units;

(2) Health, one-half unit, which shall include instruction in
nutrition and the benefits of nutritious foods and physical

activity for overall health;

(3) Mathematics, four units, which shall include one unit of

al gebra Il or the equivalent of algebra Il;
(4) Physical education, one-half unit;

(5) Science, three units with inquiry-based | aboratory
experience that engages students in asking valid scientific
guestions and gathering and anal yzi ng i nformation, which shal

include the follow ng, or their equivalent:
(a) Physical sciences, one unit;
(b) Life sciences, one unit;

(c) Advanced study in one or nore of the follow ng sciences,

one unit:
(i) Chemi stry, physics, or other physical science;
(ii) Advanced biology or other |ife science;

(iii) Astronony, physical geology, or other earth or space

sci ence.

(6) History and governnent, one unit, which shall conply with
division (M of this section and shall include both of the

fol | owi ng:
(a) American history, one-half unit;
(b) American governnment, one-half unit.
(7) Social studies, two units.

Each school shall integrate the study of econom cs and
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financial literacy, as expressed in the social studies acadenic
content standards adopted by the state board of education under
division (A) (1) of section 3301.079 of the Revised Code and the
academ c content standards for financial literacy and
entrepreneur shi p adopted under division (A)(2) of that section
into one or nore existing social studies credits required under
division (C(7) of this section, or into the content of another
class, so that every high school student receives instruction in
those concepts. In developing the curriculumrequired by this

par agraph, schools shall use available public-private partnerships
and resources and nmaterials that exist in business, industry, and
through the centers for economcs education at institutions of

hi gher education in the state.

(8) Five units consisting of one or any conbinati on of
foreign | anguage, fine arts, business, career-technical education,
fam |y and consuner sciences, technology, agricultural education,
a junior reserve officer training corps (JROTC) program approved
by the congress of the United States under title 10 of the United
States Code, or English |anguage arts, mathematics, science, or
soci al studi es courses not otherw se required under division (C

of this section.

Chi oans nust be prepared to apply increased know edge and
skills in the workplace and to adapt their know edge and skills
qui ckly to neet the rapidly changi ng conditions of the
twenty-first century. National studies indicate that all high
school graduates need the sane academ c foundation, regardless of
the opportunities they pursue after graduation. The goal of Chio's
system of el enmentary and secondary education is to prepare al
students for and seam essly connect all students to success in
life beyond high school graduation, regardl ess of whether the next
step is entering the workforce, beginning an apprenticeship,

engagi ng in post-secondary training, serving in the mlitary, or
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pursui ng a col |l ege degree.

The requirenents for graduation prescribed in division (C of
this section are the standard expectation for all students
entering ninth grade for the first tine at a public or chartered
nonpubl i c high school on or after July 1, 2010. A student may
satisfy this expectation through a variety of methods, including,
but not |imted to, integrated, applied, career-technical, and

traditi onal coursework.

Whereas teacher quality is essential for student success when
completing the requirenents for graduation, the general assenbly
shal | appropriate funds for strategic initiatives designed to
strengthen schools' capacities to hire and retain highly qualified
teachers in the subject areas required by the curriculum Such
initiatives are expected to require an investnent of $120, 000, 000

over five years.

Stronger coordinati on between high schools and institutions
of higher education is necessary to prepare students for nore
chal | engi ng acadeni c endeavors and to | essen the need for academ c
remedi ation in college, thereby reducing the costs of higher
education for Chio's students, famlies, and the state. The state
board and the chancellor of the Chio board of regents shal
devel op policies to ensure that only in rare instances wl|l
students who conplete the requirenents for graduation prescribed
in division (C) of this section require acadenic renediation after

hi gh school

School districts, community schools, and chartered nonpublic
school s shall integrate technology into | earning experiences
across the curriculumin order to maxinize efficiency, enhance
| earni ng, and prepare students for success in the
technol ogy-driven twenty-first century. Districts and schools
shal | use di stance and web-based course delivery as a nethod of

provi ding or augnenting all instruction required under this
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di vi sion, including | aboratory experience in science. Districts
and schools shall utilize technol ogy access and el ectronic

| earni ng opportunities provided by the broadcast educational nedia
conm ssi on, chancellor, the Chio | earning network, education
technol ogy centers, public television stations, and other public

and private providers.

(D) Except as provided in division (E) of this section, a
student who enters ninth grade on or after July 1, 2010, and
before July 1, 2016, nay qualify for graduation froma public or
chartered nonpublic high school even though the student has not
conmpl eted the requirenments for graduation prescribed in division
(O of this section if all of the followi ng conditions are

sati sfi ed:

(1) During the student's third year of attending high school
as deternm ned by the school, the student and the student's parent,
guardi an, or custodian sign and file with the school a witten
statenent asserting the parent's, guardian's, or custodian's
consent to the student's graduating w thout completing the
requi rements for graduation prescribed in division (C of this
section and acknow edgi ng that one consequence of not conpleting
those requirenents is ineligibility to enroll in nost state

uni versities in Chio wi thout further coursework.

(2) The student and parent, guardi an, or custodian fulfil
any procedural requirenments the school stipulates to ensure the
student's and parent's, guardian's, or custodian's infornmed
consent and to facilitate orderly filing of statenents under
division (D) (1) of this section. Annually, each district or school
shall notify the department of education of the nunber of students
who choose to qualify for graduation under division (D) of this
section and the nunber of students who conplete the student's

success plan and graduate from hi gh school

(3) The student and the student's parent, guardian, or
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custodi an and a representative of the student's high schoo
jointly devel op a student success plan for the student in the
manner described in division (C (1) of section 3313.6020 of the
Revi sed Code that specifies the student matriculating to a
two-year degree program acquiring a business and

i ndustry-recogni zed credential, or entering an apprenticeship.

(4) The student's high school provides counseling and support
for the student related to the plan devel oped under division
(D) (3) of this section during the renainder of the student's high

school experi ence.

(5)(a) Except as provided in division (D)(5)(b) of this
section, the student successfully conpletes, at a mininum the

curriculum prescribed in division (B) of this section.

(b) Beginning with students who enter ninth grade for the
first time on or after July 1, 2014, a student shall be required
to conpl ete successfully, at the mininmum the curricul um

prescribed in division (B) of this section, except as follows:

(i) Mathematics, four units, one unit which shall be one of

the foll ow ng:
(1) Probability and statistics;
(1'l) Computer programing;
(I'11) Applied mathematics or quantitative reasoning;

(I'V) Any other course approved by the departnent using
st andards established by the superintendent not |ater than Cctober
1, 2014.

(ii) Elective units, five units;

(iii) Science, three units as prescribed by division (B) of
this section which shall include inquiry-based | aboratory
experi ence that engages students in asking valid scientific

guestions and gathering and anal yzi ng infornmation.
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The departnent, in collaboration with the chancellor, shal
anal yze student performance data to determine if there are
nmtigating factors that warrant extending the exception permtted
by division (D) of this section to high school classes beyond
those entering ninth grade before July 1, 2016. The departnent
shall submt its findings and any recomendations not |ater than
Decenber 1, 2015, to the speaker and mnority | eader of the house
of representatives, the president and mnority | eader of the
senate, the chairpersons and ranking nminority menbers of the
standi ng comrittees of the house of representatives and the senate
that consider education legislation, the state board of education

and the superintendent of public instruction.

(E) Each school district and chartered nonpublic schoo
retains the authority to require an even nore chall enging mni mum
curriculum for high school graduation than specified in division
(B) or (C) of this section. A school district board of education
through the adoption of a resolution, or the governing authority
of a chartered nonpublic school may stipulate any of the

foll ow ng:

(1) A mninmm high school curriculumthat requires nore than

twenty units of academic credit to graduate;

(2) An exception to the district's or school's nininmum hi gh
school curriculumthat is conparable to the exception provided in
division (D) of this section but with additional requirenents,
whi ch may include a requirenment that the student successfully
conplete nore than the m ni mum curricul um prescribed in division

(B) of this section;

(3) That no exception conparable to that provided in division

(D) of this section is avail able.

(F) A student enrolled in a dropout prevention and recovery

program whi ch program has received a waiver fromthe departnent,
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may qualify for graduation from high school by successfully

conpl eting a conpetency-based instructional program adm ni stered
by the dropout prevention and recovery programin |lieu of
conmpleting the requirenments for graduation prescribed in division
(C of this section. The departnent shall grant a waiver to a
dropout prevention and recovery program wthin sixty days after
the program applies for the waiver, if the programneets all of

the follow ng conditions:

(1) The program serves only students not younger than sixteen

years of age and not ol der than twenty-one years of age.

(2) The programenrolls students who, at the tinme of their
initial enrollnment, either, or both, are at |east one grade |evel
behi nd their cohort age groups or experience crises that
significantly interfere with their academ c progress such that

they are prevented fromcontinuing their traditional prograns.

(3) The programrequires students to attain at |east the
appl i cabl e score designated for each of the assessnents prescribed
under division (B)(1) of section 3301.0710 of the Revised Code or
to the extent prescribed by rule of the state board under division
(D) (5) of section 3301.0712 of the Revised Code, division (B)(2)

of that section.

(4) The program devel ops a student success plan for the
student in the manner described in division (C (1) of section
3313. 6020 of the Revised Code that specifies the student's
matriculating to a two-year degree program acquiring a business

and industry-recogni zed credential, or entering an apprenticeship.

(5) The program provi des counseling and support for the
student related to the plan devel oped under division (F)(4) of
this section during the remainder of the student's high schoo

experience.

(6) The programrequires the student and the student's
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parent, guardian, or custodian to sign and file, in accordance

wi th procedural requirenents stipulated by the program a witten
statenent asserting the parent's, guardian's, or custodian's
consent to the student's graduating wi thout completing the

requi rements for graduation prescribed in division (C of this
section and acknow edgi ng that one consequence of not conpleting
those requirenents is ineligibility to enroll in nost state

universities in Chio without further coursework.

(7) Prior to receiving the waiver, the program has submtted
to the departnent an instructional plan that denonstrates how the
academ ¢ content standards adopted by the state board under

section 3301.079 of the Revised Code will be taught and assessed.

(8) Prior to receiving the waiver, the program has submtted
to the departnent a policy on career advising that satisfies the
requi rements of section 3313.6020 of the Revised Code, with an

enphasi s on how every student will receive career advising.

(9) Prior to receiving the waiver, the program has submtted
to the departnent a witten agreenment outlining the future
cooperation between the program and any conbi nati on of | ocal job
trai ni ng, postsecondary education, nonprofit, and health and
soci al service organizations to provide services for students in

the programand their famlies.

Divisions (F)(8) and (9) of this section apply only to

wai vers granted on or after July 1, 2015.

If the departnent does not act either to grant the waiver or
to reject the program application for the waiver within sixty days
as required under this section, the waiver shall be considered to

be granted.

(G Every high school may permt students below the ninth
grade to take advanced work. If a high school so pernmits, it shal

award hi gh school credit for successful conpletion of the advanced
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work and shall count such advanced work toward t he graduation
requirements of division (B) or (C of this section if the

advanced wor k was bot h:

(1) Taught by a person who possesses a license or certificate
i ssued under section 3301.071, 3319.22, or 3319.222 of the Revised
Code that is valid for teaching high school

(2) Designated by the board of education of the city, |ocal,
or exenpted village school district, the board of the cooperative
educati on school district, or the governing authority of the
chartered nonpublic school as neeting the high school curricul um

requi rements

Each hi gh school shall record on the student's high schoo
transcript all high school credit awarded under division (G of
this section. In addition, if the student conpleted a seventh- or
ei ghth-grade fine arts course described in division (K) of this
section and the course qualified for high school credit under that
di vi sion, the high school shall record that course on the

student's high school transcript.

(H The departnent shall make its individual academni c career
pl an avail abl e through its Onhio career information systemweb site
for districts and schools to use as a tool for comunicating with
and providing guidance to students and famlies in selecting high

school courses.

(I') Units earned in English | anguage arts, nathemati cs,
sci ence, and social studies that are delivered through integrated
academ c and career-technical instruction are eligible to neet the

graduation requirenments of division (B) or (C) of this section.

(J) The state board, in consultation with the chancell or
shal | adopt a statew de plan inplenenting nethods for students to
earn units of high school credit based on a denonstration of

subj ect area conpetency, instead of or in conbination with
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compl eting hours of classroominstruction. The state board shal
adopt the plan not later than March 31, 2009, and commrence phasing
in the plan during the 2009-2010 school year. The plan shal

i nclude a standard nethod for recording denonstrated proficiency
on high school transcripts. Each school district and community
school shall conply with the state board's plan adopted under this
division and award units of high school credit in accordance with
the plan. The state board nay adopt existing nethods for earning
hi gh school credit based on a denonstration of subject area

conmpetency as necessary prior to the 2009-2010 school year.

(K) This division does not apply to students who qualify for
graduation from high school under division (D) or (F) of this
section, or to students pursuing a career-technical instructional
track as determ ned by the school district board of education or
the chartered nonpublic school's governing authority.
Nevert hel ess, the general assenbly encourages such students to

consider enrolling in a fine arts course as an el ective.

Begi nning with students who enter ninth grade for the first
time on or after July 1, 2010, each student enrolled in a public
or chartered nonpublic high school shall conplete two senesters or
the equivalent of fine arts to graduate from hi gh school. The
coursework may be conpleted in any of grades seven to twelve. Each
student who conpletes a fine arts course in grade seven or eight
may el ect to count that course toward the five units of electives
requi red for graduation under division (C)(8) of this section, if
the course satisfied the requirenents of division (G of this
section. In that case, the high school shall award the student
hi gh school credit for the course and count the course toward the
five units required under division (C(8) of this section. If the
course in grade seven or eight did not satisfy the requirenents of
division (G of this section, the high school shall not award the

student high school credit for the course but shall count the
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course toward the two senesters or the equivalent of fine arts

required by this division.

(L) Notwi thstanding anything to the contrary in this section,
t he board of education of each school district and the governing
authority of each chartered nonpublic school may adopt a policy to
excuse fromthe high school physical education requirenment each

student who, during high school, denpbnstrates conpetency in the

physi cal educati on standards adopted by the state board pursuant
to division (A (3) of section 3301.079 of the Revised Code, and

who has participated in interscholastic athletics, marching band,

a school -sponsored athletic club, or cheerleading for at |east two

full seasons or in the junior reserve officer training corps for
at least two full school years. If the board or authority adopts
such a policy, the board or authority shall not require the

student to conplete any physical education course as a condition

to graduate, provided that the student denpnstrates success in

neeting the benchmarks contained in the physical education

st andards adopted by the state board pursuant to division (A)(3)

of section 3301.079 of the Revised Code, and as specified in
section 3302.032 of the Revised Code. However, the student shal

be required to conplete one-half unit, consisting of at |east
sixty hours of instruction, in another course of study. In the
case of a student who has participated in the junior reserve
officer training corps for at least two full school years, credit
received for that participation may be used to satisfy the

requi rement to conplete one-half unit in another course of study.

The board of education of a school district or governing

authority of a school may designate a person or persons who shal

determ ne whether a student denpnstrates success in the benchnarks

contai ned in the physical education standards adopted by the state

board as described in this division.

(M It is inportant that high school students |earn and
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understand United States history and the governnments of both the
United States and the state of Chio. Therefore, beginning with
students who enter ninth grade for the first tine on or after July
1, 2012, the study of Anerican history and American gover nnment
required by divisions (B)(6) and (C)(6) of this section shal

include the study of all of the follow ng docunents:
(1) The Decl aration of |ndependence;
(2) The Northwest Ordinance;

(3) The Constitution of the United States with enphasis on
the Bill of Rights;

(4) The GChio Constitution.

The study of each of the docunments prescribed in divisions
(M(1) to (4) of this section shall include study of that docunent

inits original context.

The study of American history and governnment required by
di visions (B)(6) and (C)(6) of this section shall include the
hi storical evidence of the role of docunents such as the
Federal i st Papers and the Anti-Federalist Papers to firmy
establish the historical background | eading to the establishnent

of the provisions of the Constitution and Bill of R ghts.

Section 2. That existing section 3313.603 of the Revised Code

i s hereby repeal ed.
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