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130th General Assembly
Regular Session H. B. No. 20
2013-2014

Representative Stinziano

Cosponsors: Representatives Adams, J., Antonio, Bishoff, Duffey, Henne,

Lynch, Mallory, McGregor, Patterson, Pillich, Ramos, Sears

A BILL

To anend sections 4503. 20, 4509.101, 4509. 102,
4509. 103, and 4509. 45 of the Revised Code to
permit a person to present proof of financi al
responsibility to the Registrar of Mdtor Vehicles,
a peace officer, a traffic violations bureau, or a
court through use of an electronic wireless

communi cati ons devi ce.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 4503. 20, 4509.101, 4509.102,
4509. 103, and 4509. 45 of the Revised Code be anended to read as

foll ows:

Sec. 4503.20. (A) As used in this section:

(1) "Deal er engaged in the business of |easing notor
vehi cl es" means any person engaged in the business of regularly
maki ng avail able, offering to nmake available, or arranging for
anot her person to use a notor vehicle pursuant to a bail nent,

| ease, or other contractual arrangenent.

(2) "Mdtor vehicle" has the nmeaning set forth in section
4509. 01 of the Revi sed Code.
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(B) An application for the registration of a notor vehicle
shall contain a statenment, to be signed by the applicant either
manual | y or by electronic signature, that does all of the

fol |l ow ng:

(1) States that the applicant nmaintains, or has maintained on
the applicant's behalf, proof of financial responsibility at the
time of application, and will not operate a notor vehicle in this
state, unless the applicant maintains, with respect to that notor
vehicl e or the operation of such vehicle, proof of financial

responsi bility;

(2) Contains a brief sunmary of the purposes and operation of
section 4509. 101 of the Revised Code, the rights and duties of the
appl i cant under that section, and the penalties for violation of

that section

(3) Warns the applicant that the financial responsibility |aw
does not prevent the possibility that the applicant may be
i nvolved in an accident with an owner or operator of a notor

vehicle who is without proof of financial responsibility.

(O (1) A person who purchases any notor vehicle froma
i censed notor vehicle dealer who agrees to nake application for
registration of the notor vehicle on behalf of the purchaser shall
sign statements that conply with divisions (B) and (F) of this
section. The dealer shall submt the statements to the deputy
regi strar where the deal er has agreed to nmake application for

regi stration on behal f of the person.

(2) I'n the case of a person who | eases any notor vehicle from
a deal er engaged in the business of |easing notor vehicles who
agrees to make application for registration of the notor vehicle
on behalf of the | essee, the person shall sign a statenent that
complies with division (B) of this section, and the deal er shal

do either of the foll ow ng:
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(a) Subnmit the statenment signed by the person to the deputy
regi strar where the deal er has agreed to nmake application for

regi strati on on behalf of the person;

(b) Sign and submit a statenent to the deputy registrar that
certifies that a statenment has been signed and filed with the

deal er or incorporated into the | ease.

The deal er shall submt to the registrar or deputy registrar
to whom the deal er subnmits the application for registration a
statenent signed by the person that conplies with division (F) of

this section.

(D) The registrar of nmotor vehicles shall prescribe the form
of the statements required under divisions (B), (C, and (F) of
this section, and the manner or manners in which the statenents
requi red under divisions (B) and (F) of this section shall be
presented to the applicant. Any statement that is required under
divisions (B), (C, and (F) of this section shall be designed to

enabl e the applicant to retain a copy of it.

(E) Nothing within this section shall be construed to excuse
a violation of section 4509.101 of the Revised Code. A notor
vehi cl e deal er who makes application for the registration of a
not or vehicle on behalf of the purchaser or |essee of the notor
vehicle is not liable in damages in any civil action on account of
the act of nmaking such application for registration or the content

of any such application for registration.

(F) I'n addition to the statenments required by divisions (B)
and (C) of this section, a person who nmakes application for
registration of a notor vehicle shall be furnished with a form
that lists in plain | anguage all the possible penalties to which a
person could be subject for a violation of the financi al
responsibility law, including driver's |license suspensions; al

fees, including nonvoluntary conpliance and reinstatenent fees;
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and vehicle i mobilization or inpoundnent. The person shall read
the formand either manually or by electronic sighature sign the
form which shall be subnitted along with the application for
registration as provided in this section. The form shall be
retained by the registrar or deputy registrar who i ssues the notor
vehicle registration or the registrar's or deputy registrar's
successor for a period of two years fromthe date of issuance of

the registration.

(G Upon the registration of a notor vehicle, the owner of
the nmotor vehicle is deened to have agreed to the production of
proof of financial responsibility by the owner or the operator of
the nmotor vehicle, upon the request of a peace officer or state
hi ghway patrol trooper nade in accordance with division (E-D)(2)
of section 4509.101 of the Revised Code.

(H) The registrar shall adopt rul es governing the renewal of
notor vehicle registrations by electronic neans and the conpl etion
and submi ssion of statenents that conply with divisions (B) and
(F) of this section. The registrar shall adopt the rules
prescribed by this division in accordance with Chapter 119. of the
Revi sed Code.

Sec. 4509.101. (A (1) No person shall operate, or permt the
operation of, a notor vehicle in this state, unless proof of
financial responsibility is nmaintained continuously throughout the
registration period with respect to that vehicle, or, in the case
of a driver who is not the owner, with respect to that driver's

operation of that vehicle.

(2) Whoever violates division (A)(1) of this section shall be

subject to the following civil penalties:

(a) Subject to divisions (A (2)(b) and (c) of this section, a
class (F) suspension of the person's driver's |license, commerci al

driver's license, tenporary instruction pernit, probationary
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| icense, or nonresident operating privilege for the period of tine
specified in division (B)(6) of section 4510.02 of the Revised

Code and i npoundnent of the person's license.

(b) If, within five years of the violation, the person's
operating privileges are again suspended and the person's license
again is inmpounded for a violation of division (A)(1) of this
section, a class C suspension of the person's driver's license,
commercial driver's license, tenporary instruction permt,
probationary |icense, or nonresident operating privilege for the
period of tinme specified in division (B)(3) of section 4510.02 of
the Revised Code. The court nay grant limted driving privileges
to the person only if the person presents proof of financia
responsi bility and has conplied with division (A)(5) of this
section, and no court may grant limted driving privileges for the

first fifteen days of the suspension

(c) If, within five years of the violation, the person's
operating privileges are suspended and the person's license is
i mpounded two or nore times for a violation of division (A)(1) of
this section, a class B suspension of the person's driver's
license, commercial driver's license, tenporary instruction
pernmit, probationary |license, or nonresident operating privilege
for the period of time specified in division (B)(2) of section
4510. 02 of the Revised Code. The court nmay grant limted driving
privileges to the person only if the person presents proof of
financial responsibility and has conplied with division (A)(5) of
this section, except that no court may grant limted driving

privileges for the first thirty days of the suspension

(d) In addition to the suspension of an owner's |icense under
division (A(2)(a), (b), or (c) of this section, the suspension of
the rights of the owner to register the notor vehicle and the
i mpoundnent of the owner's certificate of registration and |icense

plates until the owner conplies with division (A)(5) of this
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secti on.

(3) A person to whomthis state has issued a certificate of
registration for a notor vehicle or a license to operate a notor
vehicle or who is determ ned to have operated any notor vehicle or
permtted the operation in this state of a notor vehicle owned by
t he person shall be required to verify the existence of proof of
financial responsibility covering the operation of the notor
vehicle or the person's operation of the notor vehicle under any

of the follow ng circunstances:

(a) The person or a notor vehicle owned by the person is
involved in a traffic accident that requires the filing of an

acci dent report under section 4509.06 of the Revised Code.

(b) The person receives a traffic ticket indicating that
proof of the nmintenance of financial responsibility was not
produced upon the request of a peace officer or state highway
patrol trooper nmade in accordance with division (D)(2) of this

secti on.

(c) Wenever, in accordance with rules adopted by the
registrar, the person is randomy selected by the registrar and

requested to provide such verification

(4) An order of the registrar that suspends and i npounds a
license or registration, or both, shall state the date on or
bef ore which the person is required to surrender the person's
license or certificate of registration and |icense plates. The
person is deened to have surrendered the license or certificate of
registration and license plates, in conpliance with the order, if

t he person does either of the follow ng:

(a) On or before the date specified in the order, personally
delivers the license or certificate of registration and |icense

pl ates, or causes the delivery of the itens, to the registrar

(b) Mails the license or certificate of registration and
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license plates to the registrar in an envel ope or contai ner
bearing a postmark showing a date no later than the date specified

in the order.

(5) Except as provided in division (A)(6) or (L) of this
section, the registrar shall not restore any operating privileges
or registration rights suspended under this section, return any
license, certificate of registration, or |icense plates inmpounded
under this section, or reissue license plates under section
4503. 232 of the Revised Code, if the registrar destroyed the
i mpounded |icense plates under that section, or reissue a |license
under section 4510.52 of the Revised Code, if the registrar
destroyed the suspended |icense under that section, unless the
rights are not subject to suspension or revocation under any other
| aw and unl ess the person, in addition to conplying with all other
conditions required by law for reinstatenent of the operating
privileges or registration rights, conplies with all of the

fol | owi ng:

(a) Pays to the registrar or an eligible deputy registrar a
financial responsibility reinstatenment fee of one hundred dollars
for the first violation of division (A)(1) of this section, three
hundred dollars for a second violation of that division, and six
hundred dollars for a third or subsequent violation of that
di vi si on;

(b) If the person has not voluntarily surrendered the
license, certificate, or license plates in conpliance with the
order, pays to the registrar or an eligible deputy registrar a
financial responsibility nonvoluntary conpliance fee in an anount,

not to exceed fifty dollars, determ ned by the registrar;

(c) Files and continuously maintains proof of financial
responsi bility under sections 4509.44 to 4509. 65 of the Revised
Code;
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(d) Pays a deputy registrar a service fee of ten dollars to
conpensate the deputy registrar for services performed under this
section. The deputy registrar shall retain eight dollars of the
service fee and shall transmit the reinstatenent fee, any
nonvol untary conpliance fee, and two dollars of the service fee to

the registrar in the manner the registrar shall determ ne.

(6) If the registrar issues an order under division (A)(2) of
this section resulting fromthe failure of a person to respond to
a financial responsibility randomverification request under
division (A)(3)(c) of this section and the person successfully
mai ntains an affirmative defense to a violation of section 4510. 16
of the Revised Code or is deternmined by the registrar or a deputy
registrar to have been in conpliance with division (A)(1) of this
section at the tine of the initial financial responsibility random
verification request, the registrar shall do both of the

fol | owi ng:
(a) Terminate the order of suspension or inpoundnent;

(b) Restore the operating privileges and registration rights
of the person wi thout paynent of the fees established in divisions
(A)(5)(a) and (b) of this section and without a requirenent to

file proof of financial responsibility.

(B)(1) Every party required to file an accident report under
section 4509. 06 of the Revised Code also shall include with the
report a docunent described in division (G (1)(a) of this section

or shall present proof of financial responsibility through use of

an _electronic wireless communi cati ons device as pernitted by
division (G(1)(b) of this section

If the registrar determnes, within forty-five days after the
report is filed, that an operator or owner has violated division
(A) (1) of this section, the registrar shall do all of the

fol | owi ng:
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(a) Order the inpoundnent, with respect to the notor vehicle
i nvol ved, required under division (A)(2)(d) of this section, of
the certificate of registration and |license plates of any owner

who has violated division (A)(1) of this section;

(b) Oder the suspension required under division (A)(2)(a),
(b), or (c) of this section of the license of any operator or

owner who has violated division (A) (1) of this section;

(c) Record the nane and address of the person whose
certificate of registration and |license plates have been i npounded
or are under an order of inmpoundnment, or whose |icense has been
suspended or is under an order of suspension; the serial nunber of
the person's license; the serial nunbers of the person's
certificate of registration and |license plates; and the person's
soci al security account number, if assigned, or, where the notor
vehicle is used for hire or principally in connection with any
est abl i shed busi ness, the person's federal taxpayer identification
nunber. The information shall be recorded in such a manner that it
becones a part of the person's pernmanent record, and assists the
registrar in nonitoring conpliance with the orders of suspension

or i nmpoundnent .

(d) Send witten notification to every person to whomthe
order pertains, at the person's |last known address as shown on the
records of the bureau. The person, within ten days after the date
of the mailing of the notification, shall surrender to the
registrar, in a manner set forth in division (A (4) of this
section, any certificate of registration and registration plates
under an order of inmpoundnent, or any |license under an order of

suspensi on.

(2) The registrar shall issue any order under division (B)(1)
of this section without a hearing. Any person adversely affected
by the order, within ten days after the issuance of the order, my

request an adninistrative hearing before the registrar, who shal
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provide the person with an opportunity for a hearing in accordance
with this paragraph. A request for a hearing does not operate as a
suspensi on of the order. The scope of the hearing shall be linmted
to whether the person in fact denonstrated to the registrar proof
of financial responsibility in accordance with this section. The
registrar shall deternmine the date, tine, and place of any
hearing, provided that the hearing shall be held, and an order

i ssued or findings nade, within thirty days after the registrar
receives a request for a hearing. If requested by the person in
witing, the registrar may designhate as the place of hearing the
county seat of the county in which the person resides or a place
within fifty nmiles of the person's residence. The person shall pay
the cost of the hearing before the registrar, if the registrar's

order of suspension or inpoundrent is upheld.

(O Any order of suspension or inpoundnent issued under this
section or division (B) of section 4509.37 of the Revised Code may
be termi nated at any tine if the registrar determ nes upon a
showi ng of proof of financial responsibility that the operator or
owner of the notor vehicle was in conpliance with division (A)(1)
of this section at the tine of the traffic offense, notor vehicle
i nspection, or accident that resulted in the order against the
person. A determination nmay be made without a hearing. This
di vi sion does not apply unless the person shows good cause for the
person's failure to present satisfactory proof of financial
responsibility to the registrar prior to the issuance of the

order.

(D) (1) For the purpose of enforcing this section, every peace

officer is deened an agent of the registrar

(a) Except as provided in division (D)(1)(b) of this section,
any peace officer who, in the performance of the peace officer's
duties as authorized by | aw, becones aware of a person whose

license is under an order of suspension, or whose certificate of
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registration and |icense plates are under an order of inpoundnent,
pursuant to this section, may confiscate the license, certificate
of registration, and license plates, and return themto the

regi strar.

(b) Any peace officer who, in the performance of the peace
officer's duties as authorized by |aw, beconmes aware of a person
whose license is under an order of suspension, or whose
certificate of registration and |icense plates are under an order
of inmpoundnent resulting fromfailure to respond to a financial
responsi bility randomverification, shall not, for that reason
arrest the owner or operator or seize the vehicle or license
pl ates. Instead, the peace officer shall issue a citation for a
violation of section 4510.16 of the Revised Code specifying the
circunmstances as failure to respond to a financial responsibility

random veri fication.

(2) A peace officer shall request the owner or operator of a
not or vehicle to produce proof of financial responsibility in a
manner described in division (G of this section at the tinme the
peace officer acts to enforce the traffic laws of this state and
during notor vehicle inspections conducted pursuant to section
4513. 02 of the Revised Code.

(3) A peace officer shall indicate on every traffic ticket
whet her the person receiving the traffic ticket produced proof of
the mai ntenance of financial responsibility in response to the
of ficer's request under division (D)(2) of this section. The peace
of ficer shall informevery person who receives a traffic ticket
and who has failed to produce proof of the maintenance of
financial responsibility that the person nmust submt proof to the
traffic violations bureau with any paynent of a fine and costs for
the ticketed violation or, if the person is to appear in court for

the violation, the person nust submt proof to the court.

(4)(a) If a person who has failed to produce proof of the
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mai nt enance of financial responsibility appears in court for a
ticketed violation, the court may pernit the defendant to present
evi dence of proof of financial responsibility to the court at such
time and in such manner as the court determnes to be necessary or
appropriate. In a manner prescribed by the registrar, the clerk of
courts shall provide the registrar with the identity of any person
who fails to submt proof of the maintenance of financial

responsibility pursuant to division (D)(3) of this section.

(b) If a person who has failed to produce proof of the
nmai nt enance of financial responsibility also fails to submt that
proof to the traffic violations bureau with paynment of a fine and
costs for the ticketed violation, the traffic violations bureau,
in a manner prescribed by the registrar, shall notify the

registrar of the identity of that person

(5)(a) Upon receiving notice froma clerk of courts or
traffic violations bureau pursuant to division (D)(4) of this
section, the registrar shall order the suspension of the |license
of the person required under division (A)(2)(a), (b), or (c) of
this section and the i npoundnent of the person's certificate of
registration and |icense plates required under division (A)(2)(d)
of this section, effective thirty days after the date of the
mai ling of notification. The registrar also shall notify the
person that the person nust present the registrar with proof of
financial responsibility in accordance with this section
surrender to the registrar the person's certificate of
registration, license plates, and |license, or submt a statenent
subj ect to section 2921.13 of the Revised Code that the person did
not operate or pernit the operation of the notor vehicle at the
time of the offense. Notification shall be in witing and shall be
sent to the person at the person's |ast known address as shown on
the records of the bureau of notor vehicles. The person, within

fifteen days after the date of the mailing of notification, shal
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present proof of financial responsibility, surrender the
certificate of registration, license plates, and license to the
registrar in a manner set forth in division (A)(4) of this
section, or submit the statenent required under this section

together with other informati on the person considers appropriate.

If the registrar does not receive proof or the person does
not surrender the certificate of registration, license plates, and
license, in accordance with this division, the registrar shal
permit the order for the suspension of the |icense of the person
and the inmpoundnment of the person's certificate of registration

and license plates to take effect.

(b) In the case of a person who presents, within the
fifteen-day period, deeurents—toe—shoew proof of financial
responsibility, the registrar shall term nate the order of
suspensi on and the i npoundnent of the registration and |icense
pl ates required under division (A)(2)(d) of this section and shall
send witten notification to the person, at the person's | ast

known address as shown on the records of the bureau.

(c) Any person adversely affected by the order of the
regi strar under division (D)(5)(a) or (b) of this section, within
ten days after the issuance of the order, nay request an
adm ni strative hearing before the registrar, who shall provide the
person with an opportunity for a hearing in accordance with this
paragraph. A request for a hearing does not operate as a
suspensi on of the order. The scope of the hearing shall be linmted
to whether, at the tine of the hearing, the person presents proof
of financial responsibility covering the vehicle and whether the
person is eligible for an exenption in accordance with this
section or any rule adopted under it. The registrar shal
determine the date, tinme, and place of any hearing; provided, that
the hearing shall be held, and an order issued or findings made,

within thirty days after the registrar receives a request for a
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hearing. |If requested by the person in witing, the registrar may
designate as the place of hearing the county seat of the county in
whi ch the person resides or a place within fifty niles of the
person's residence. Such person shall pay the cost of the hearing
before the registrar, if the registrar's order of suspension or

i mpoundment under division (D)(5)(a) or (b) of this section is

uphel d.

(6) A peace officer may charge an owner or operator of a
notor vehicle with a violation of section 4510.16 of the Revised
Code when the owner or operator fails to show proof of the
mai nt enance of financial responsibility pursuant to a peace
of ficer's request under division (D)(2) of this section, if a
check of the owner or operator's driving record indicates that the
owner or operator, at the tinme of the operation of the notor
vehicle, is required to file and mai ntain proof of financial
responsi bility under section 4509.45 of the Revised Code for a

previous violation of this chapter.

(7) Any forns used by | aw enforcenment agencies in
adm ni stering this section shall be prescribed, supplied, and paid

for by the registrar.

(8) No peace officer, |aw enforcenent agency enploying a
peace officer, or political subdivision or governnental agency
that enploys a peace officer shall be liable in a civil action for
damages or loss to persons arising out of the performance of any

duty required or authorized by this section.

(9) As used in thisdivisionand-divisions{Eand{G—of

this section, "peace officer"” has the neaning set forth in section
2935. 01 of the Revised Code.

(E) AIl fees, except court costs, fees paid to a deputy
regi strar, and those portions of the financial responsibility

reinstatenment fees as otherw se specified in this division,
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coll ected under this section shall be paid into the state treasury
to the credit of the financial responsibility conpliance fund. The
financial responsibility conpliance fund shall be used excl usively
to cover costs incurred by the bureau in the adninistration of
this section and sections 4503. 20, 4507.212, and 4509.81 of the
Revi sed Code, and by any | aw enforcenent agency enpl oyi ng any
peace officer who returns any license, certificate of

registration, and license plates to the registrar pursuant to
division (C) of this section, except that the director of budget
and managenent may transfer excess noney fromthe financial
responsi bility conpliance fund to the state bureau of notor
vehicles fund if the registrar determ nes that the anmount of noney
in the financial responsibility conpliance fund exceeds the anount
required to cover such costs incurred by the bureau or a | aw

enf orcement agency and requests the director to nake the transfer

O each financial responsibility reinstatenment fee the
regi strar collects pursuant to division (A)(5)(a) of this section
or receives froma deputy registrar under division (A)(5)(d) of
this section, the registrar shall deposit twenty-five dollars of
each one-hundred-dollar reinstatenent fee, fifty dollars of each
t hr ee- hundr ed-dol | ar rei nstatenent fee, and one hundred doll ars of
each six-hundred-dollar reinstatenent fee into the state treasury
to the credit of the indigent defense support fund created by
section 120.08 of the Revised Code.

Al'l investnent earnings of the financial responsibility

compliance fund shall be credited to the fund.

(F) Chapter 119. of the Revised Code applies to this section
only to the extent that any provision in that chapter is not

clearly inconsistent with this section.

(G (1)(a) The registrar, court, traffic violations bureau, or
peace officer may require proof of financial responsibility to be

denonstrated by use of a standard form prescribed by the
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registrar. If the use of a standard formis not required, a person
may denonstrate proof of financial responsibility under this
section by presenting to the traffic violations bureau, court,
registrar, or peace officer any of the follow ng docunments or a

copy of the docunents:

=-(i) A financial responsibility identification card as
provided in section 4509. 103 of the Revised Code;

by(ii) A certificate of proof of financial responsibility on
a formprovided and approved by the registrar for the filing of an
accident report required to be filed under section 4509.06 of the
Revi sed Code;

fe)r(iii) A policy of liability insurance, a declaration page
of a policy of liability insurance, or liability bond, if the
policy or bond conplies with section 4509.20 or sections 4509. 49
to 4509. 61 of the Revised Code;

{e-(iv) A bond or certification of the issuance of a bond as
provided in section 4509.59 of the Revised Code;

er(v) Acertificate of deposit of nobney or securities as
provi ded in section 4509.62 of the Revised Code;

-(vi) Acertificate of self-insurance as provided in
section 4509.72 of the Revised Code.

(b) A person also may present proof of financial

responsi bility under this section to the traffic violations

bureau, court, registrar, or peace officer through use of an

el ectronic wireless communi cations device as specified under

section 4509. 103 of the Revised Code.

(2) If a person fails to denonstrate proof of financial
responsibility in a manner described in division (G (1) of this
section, the person may denonstrate proof of financial

responsi bility under this section by any other nethod that the
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court or the bureau, by reason of circunstances in a particular

case, nmy consider appropriate.

(3) Anotor carrier certificated by the interstate conmerce
commi ssion or by the public utilities comm ssion may denonstrate
proof of financial responsibility by providing a statenent
designating the notor carrier's operating authority and averring
that the insurance coverage required by the certificating

authority is in full force and effect.

(4)(a) Afinding by the registrar or court that a person is
covered by proof of financial responsibility in the formof an
i nsurance policy or surety bond is not binding upon the named
insurer or surety or any of its officers, enployees, agents, or
representatives and has no | egal effect except for the purpose of

adm ni stering this section.

(b) The preparation and delivery of a financial
responsibility identification card or any other docunent
aut hori zed to be used as proof of financial responsibility under
this—divistonr and the generation and delivery of proof of

financial responsibility to an electronic wreless comuni cations

device that is displayed on the device as text or inages does not

do any of the follow ng:

(i) Create any liability or estoppel against an insurer or
surety, or any of its officers, enployees, agents, or

repr esent at i ves;

(ii) Constitute an admi ssion of the existence of, or of any

liability or coverage under, any policy or bond,

(iii) Waive any defenses or counterclainms available to an
i nsurer, surety, agent, enployee, or representative in an action
comrenced by an insured or third-party claimant upon a cause of
action alleged to have arisen under an insurance policy or surety

bond or by reason of the preparation and delivery of a docunent
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for use as proof of financial responsibility or the generation and

delivery of proof of financial responsibility to an el ectronic

W rel ess conmmuni cati ons devi ce.

(c) Whenever it is determined by a final judgnment in a
judicial proceeding that an insurer or surety, which has been

naned on a document or displayed on an electronic wreless

comruni cati ons device accepted by a court or the registrar as

proof of financial responsibility covering the operation of a
nmot or vehicle at the tinme of an accident or offense, is not |iable
to pay a judgnent for injuries or damages resulting from such
operation, the registrar, notw thstanding any previous contrary
finding, shall forthwith suspend the operating privileges and
registration rights of the person agai nst whomthe judgnent was

rendered as provided in division (A (2) of this section.

(H In order for any docunent or display of text or inmages on

an el ectronic wireless communi cati ons devi ce described in division

(G (1){b)y of this section to be used for the denonstration of
proof of financial responsibility under this section, the docunent

or words or images shall state the nane of the insured or obligor

the nanme of the insurer or surety conpany, and the effective and
expiration dates of the financial responsibility, and desighate by
explicit description or by appropriate reference all notor
vehi cl es covered which may include a reference to fleet insurance

cover age.

(1) For purposes of this section, "owner" does not include a
licensed notor vehicle | easing dealer as defined in section
4517.01 of the Revised Code, but does include a nmotor vehicle
renting deal er as defined in section 4549.65 of the Revised Code.
Nothing in this section or in section 4509.51 of the Revised Code
shall be construed to prohibit a notor vehicle renting deal er from
entering into a contractual agreenent with a person whereby the

person renting the notor vehicle agrees to be solely responsible
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for maintaining proof of financial responsibility, in accordance
with this section, with respect to the operation, naintenance, or
use of the notor vehicle during the period of the notor vehicle's

rental .

(J) The purpose of this section is to require the maintenance
of proof of financial responsibility with respect to the operation
of nmotor vehicles on the highways of this state, so as to mnimze
those situations in which persons are not conpensated for injuries
and damages sustained in notor vehicle accidents. The genera
assenbly finds that this section contains reasonable civi

penal ti es and procedures for achieving this purpose.

(K) Nothing in this section shall be construed to be subject
to section 4509. 78 of the Revised Code.

(L)(1) The registrar may tern nate any suspension inposed
under this section and not require the owner to conply with
divisions (A) (5 (a), (b), and (c) of this section if the registrar
with or without a hearing determnines that the owner of the vehicle
has established by clear and convincing evidence that all of the
foll ow ng apply:

(a) The owner customarily maintains proof of financial
responsibility.

(b) Proof of financial responsibility was not in effect for
the vehicle on the date in question for one of the foll ow ng

reasons:
(i) The vehicle was inoperable.

(ii) The vehicle is operated only seasonally, and the date in

question was outside the season of operation

(iii) A person other than the vehicle owner or driver was at
fault for the | apse of proof of financial responsibility through

no fault of the owner or driver.
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(iv) The | apse of proof of financial responsibility was
caused by excusabl e negl ect under circumstances that are not
likely to recur and do not suggest a purpose to evade the

requi rements of this chapter.

(2) The registrar may grant an owner or driver relief for a
reason specified in division (L)(1)(b)(i) or (ii) of this section
whenever the owner or driver is randonly selected to verify the
exi stence of proof of financial responsibility for such a vehicle.
However, the registrar nmay grant an owner or driver relief for a
reason specified in division (L)(1)(b)(iii) or (iv) of this
section only if the owner or driver has not previously been
granted relief under division (L)(1)(b)(iii) or (iv) of this

section.

(M The registrar shall adopt rules in accordance with
Chapter 119. of the Revised Code that are necessary to adninister
and enforce this section. The rules shall include procedures for
the surrender of l|icense plates upon failure to nmaintain proof of
financial responsibility and provisions relating to reinstatenent
of registration rights, acceptable fornms of proof of financia

responsibility, the use of an electronic wreless comunications

device to present proof of financial responsibility, and

verification of the existence of financial responsibility during

the period of registration.

(N) (1) When a person utilizes an electronic wirel ess

conmuni cations device to present proof of financial

responsi bility, only the evidence of financial responsibility

di spl ayed on the device shall be viewed by the reqistrar, peace

officer, enployee or official of the traffic violations bureau, or

the court. No other content of the device shall be viewed for

pur poses of obtaining proof of financial responsibility.

(2) When a person provides an electronic wrel ess

conmuni cations device to the reqgistrar. a peace officer, an
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enpl oyee or official of a traffic violations bureau, or the court,

the person assunes the risk of any resulting damage to the device

unl ess the reqistrar, peace officer, enployee, or official, or

court personnel purposely., knowi ngly, or recklessly commits an

action that results in danmage to the device.

Sec. 4509.102. No person who has knowingly failed to maintain
proof of financial responsibility in accordance with section
4509. 101 of the Revised Code shall produce any docunent or present

to a peace officer an electronic wreless communi cati ons device

that is displaying any text or images with the purpose to m sl ead

a peace officer upon the request of a peace officer for proof of
financial responsibility nmade in accordance with division (D)(2)
of section 4509.101 of the Revised Code. Ary—persen—whe Wioever
violates this divsion section is guilty of falsification under
section 2921.13 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 4509.103. (A) As used in this section and sections
4509. 101 and 4509. 102 of the Revised Code, "electronic wreless

conmuni cati ons device" includes any of the follow ng:

(1) Awireless telephone, including a cellular telephone;

(2) A personal digital assistant;

(3) A conputer, including a | aptop conputer. a netbook

conputer, and a tablet conputer;

(4) Any other substantially simlar wireless device that is

desi gned or used to comuni cate and di splays text or inmges.

(B) Each insurer witing notor vehicle liability insurance in
this state shall provide financial responsibility identification
cards to every policyholder in this state to whomit has delivered
or issued for delivery a notor vehicle liability insurance policy.
A mnimum of one financial responsibility identification card

shall be issued for every notor vehicle insured under a notor
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vehicle liability insurance policy.

By A financial responsibility identification card shall be
valid only for the policy period. The card shall be in a form
prescribed by the registrar of notor vehicles. It shall disclose
the policy period and shall contain such other information as

required by the registrar.

(C) Each insurer witing notor vehicle liability insurance in

this state also shall provide to every policyholder in this state

to whomit has delivered or issued for delivery a notor vehicle

liability insurance policy the ability to utilize an electronic

W reless communications device to present proof of financial

responsibility to a traffic violations bureau, court, registrar,

or _peace officer when required to do so by section 4509.101 of the

Revi sed Code. The text or inmges that are displayed on such a

device as the result of the generation and delivery by the insurer

of information and data to the device shall conformto the

requi renents applicable to such text or inmges that the reqgistrar

prescribes in rules adopted under section 4509. 101 of the Revised
Code.

Sec. 4509.45. (A) As used in this section, "electronic

W rel ess comuni cati ons device" has the sane neaning as in section

4509. 103 of the Revi sed Code.

(B) Proof of financial responsibility when required under
section 4509. 101, 4509. 33, 4509. 34, 4509. 38, 4509. 40, 4509. 42,
4509. 44, or 4510.038 of the Revised Code may be given by filing

any of the follow ng:

(1) Afinancial responsibility identification card as
provided in section 4509. 104 of the Revi sed Code;

(2) A certificate of insurance as provided in section 4509. 46
or 4509.47 of the Revi sed Code;
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(3) A bond as provided in section 4509.59 of the Revised
Code;

(4) A certificate of deposit of nobney or securities as
provi ded in section 4509.62 of the Revised Code;

(5) Acertificate of self-insurance, as provided in section
4509. 72 of the Revised Code, supplenented by an agreenent by the
self-insurer that, with respect to accidents occurring while the
certificate is in force, the self-insurer will pay the sane
anounts that an insurer would have been obligated to pay under an
owner's notor vehicle liability policy if it had issued such a

policy to the self-insurer.

£B)y(C) When proof of financial responsibility is required to

be gi ven under section 4509.101 of the Revised Code, such proof

also may be given through use of an electronic wreless

conmmuni cations device as provided in that section.

(D) Proof under division (A(B) of this section shall be
filed and mai ntai ned for five years fromthe date of the
registrar's inposition of a class A B, or C suspension of
operating privileges and shall be filed and naintained for three
years fromthe date of the registrar's inposition of a class D, E

or F suspension of operating privileges. Proof of financial

responsibility that is required to be filed and nmaintai ned with

the registrar during a period of suspensi on of operating

privil eges described in this division shall not be given through

the use of an electronic wreless communi cati ons devi ce.

Section 2. That existing sections 4503.20, 4509. 101,
4509. 102, 4509.103, and 4509.45 of the Revised Code are hereby

repeal ed.
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