As Reported by the House Health and Aging Committee

130th General Assembly
Regular Session H. B. No. 310
2013-2014

Representative Ruhl

Cosponsors: Representatives Terhar, Adams, J., Grossman, Milkovich,

Bishoff, Brown, Ramos, Schuring

A BILL

To anend sections 955.011, 955.43, and 955.99 of the
Revi sed Code to include persons diagnosed with
posttraumati c stress disorder as nobility inpaired
persons for purposes of the statutes governing
assi stance dogs and to prohibit misrepresentation

of a dog as an assi stance dog.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 955.011, 955.43, and 955.99 of the

Revi sed Code be anended to read as foll ows:

Sec. 955.011. (A Wien an application is nmade for
regi stration of an assistance dog and the owner can show proof by
certificate or other nmeans that the dog is an assistance dog, the
owner of the dog shall be exenpt fromany fee for the
regi stration. Registration for an assistance dog shall be
per manent and not subject to annual renewal so long as the dog is
an assi stance dog. Certificates and tags stanped "Chi o Assi stance
Dog- Permanent Regi stration,” with registration nunber, shall be
i ssued upon registration of such a dog. Any certificate and tag

stanped "Chi o Gui de Dog- Permanent Regi stration"” or "Chio Hearing

o 01~ WDN P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18



H. B. No. 310
As Reported by the House Health and Aging Committee

Dog- Per manent Registration,” with registration nunber, that was

i ssued for a dog in accordance with this section as it existed
prior to July 4, 1984, any certificate and tag stanmped "Chio

Handi capped Assi st ance Dog- Permanent Regi stration," with

regi stration nunber, that was issued for a dog in accordance with
this section as it existed on and after July 5, 1984, but prior to
Novenber 26, 2004, and any certificate and tag stanmped "Chio
Servi ce Dog-Permanent Registration," with registration nunber,

that was issued for a dog in accordance with this section as it

exi sted on and after Novenber 26, 2004, but prior to June 30,

2006, shall remain in effect as valid proof of the registration of
the dog on and after Novenber 26, 2004. Duplicate certificates and
tags for a dog registered in accordance with this section, upon
proper proof of |loss, shall be issued and no fee required. Each
duplicate certificate and tag that is issued shall be stanped

"Chi o Assi stance Dog- Per manent Regi stration."

(B) As used in this section and in sections 955.16 and 955. 43
of the Revised Code:

(1) "Mobility inpaired person"” neans any person, regardless
of age, who is subject to a physiological defect or deficiency
regardl ess of its cause, nature, or extent that renders the person
unabl e to nmove about without the aid of crutches, a wheelchair, or
any other form of support, or that limts the person's functional
ability to anbul ate, clinb, descend, sit, rise, or performany
related function. "Mbility inpaired person” includes a person
with a neurol ogical or psychol ogical disability that [imts the
person's functional ability to anbulate, clinb, descend, sit,
rise, or performany related function. "Mbility inpaired person”
al so includes a person with a seizure disorder anrd, a person who

is diagnosed with autism_and a person who is diagnosed with

posttraunati c stress di sorder.

(2) "Blind" nmeans either of the follow ng:
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(a) Vision twenty/two hundred or less in the better eye with

proper correction;

(b) Field defect in the better eye with proper correction
that contracts the peripheral field so that the diameter of the

visual field subtends an angle no greater than twenty degrees.

(3) "Assistance dog" neans a gui de dog, hearing dog, or

service dog that has been trained by a nonprofit special agency.

(4) "Quide dog" nmeans a dog that has been trained or is in

training to assist a blind person.

(5) "Hearing dog" nmeans a dog that has been trained or is in

training to assist a deaf or hearing-inpaired person.

(6) "Service dog" nmeans a dog that has been trained or is in

training to assist a nmobility inpaired person.

Sec. 955.43. (A) VWhen either a blind, deaf or hearing
impaired, or nobility inpaired person or a trainer of an
assi stance dog i s acconpani ed by an assi stance dog, the person or
the trainer, as applicable, is entitled to the full and equa
accommodati ons, advantages, facilities, and privileges of all
public conveyances, hotels, |odging places, all places of public
accommodati on, anusenent, or resort, all institutions of
education, and other places to which the general public is
invited, and may take the dog into such conveyances and pl aces,
subject only to the conditions and |inmitations applicable to al

persons not so acconpani ed, except that:

(1) The dog shall not occupy a seat in any public conveyance.

(2) The dog shall be upon a |eash while using the facilities

of a conmon carrier.

(3) Any dog in training to becone an assi stance dog shall be
covered by a liability insurance policy provided by the nonprofit

speci al agency engaged in such work protecting nmenbers of the
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publ i c agai nst personal injury or property damage caused by the

dog.

(B) No person shall deprive a blind, deaf or hearing
i mpaired, or nmobility inpaired person or a trainer of an
assi stance dog who i s acconpani ed by an assi stance dog of any of
t he advantages, facilities, or privileges provided in division (A
of this section, nor charge the person or trainer a fee or charge

for the dog.

(©) No person shall use on a dog a harness, vest, or |eash of

the type commonly used on assi stance dogs in order to represent

that the person's dog is an assistance dog if the dog has not been

trained or is not in training as an assi stance doq.

(D) As used in this section, "institutions of education"

neans:

(1) Any state university or college as defined in section
3345. 32 of the Revi sed Code;

(2) Any private college or university that holds a
certificate of authorization issued by the Chio board of regents

pursuant to Chapter 1713. of the Revised Code;

(3) Any elenmentary or secondary school operated by a board of

educati on;

(4) Any chartered or nonchartered nonpublic el ementary or

secondary school

(5) Any school issued a certificate of registration by the

state board of career colleges and schools.

Sec. 955.99. (A)(1) Wioever violates division (E) of section
955.11 of the Revised Code because of a failure to conply with

division (B) of that section is guilty of a m nor m sdeneanor

(2) Whoever violates division (E) of section 955.11 of the
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Revi sed Code because of a failure to conply with division (C or
(D) of that section is guilty of a mnor misdeneanor on a first
of fense and of a ni sdeneanor of the fourth degree on each

subsequent of fense.

(B) Whoever violates section 955.10, 955.23, 955.24, or

955.25 of the Revised Code is guilty of a mnor m sdenmeanor

(C) VWhoever violates section 955.261, 955.39, or 955.50 of
the Revised Code is guilty of a m nor m sdeneanor on a first
of fense and of a ni sdeneanor of the fourth degree on each

subsequent of fense.

(D) Whoever violates division (F) of section 955.16 or
division (B) or (C) of section 955.43 of the Revised Code is

guilty of a m sdeneanor of the fourth degree.

(E) (1) Whoever violates section 955.21 of the Revised Code,
violates division (B) of section 955.22 of the Revised Code, or
commits a violation of division (C) of section 955.22 of the
Revi sed Code that involves a dog that is not a nuisance dog,
danger ous dog, or vicious dog shall be fined not |less than
twenty-five dollars or nmore than one hundred dollars on a first
of fense, and on each subsequent offense shall be fined not I|ess
than seventy-five dollars or nore than two hundred fifty dollars

and may be inprisoned for not nore than thirty days.

(2) In addition to the penalties prescribed in division
(E) (1) of this section, if the offender is guilty of a violation
of division (B) of section 955.22 of the Revised Code or a
violation of division (C) of section 955.22 of the Revised Code
that involves a dog that is not a nuisance dog, dangerous dog, or
vi cious dog, the court may order the offender to personally
supervi se the dog that the offender owns, keeps, or harbors, to

cause that dog to conpl ete dog obedi ence training, or to do both.

(F) (1) Whoever conmits a violation of division (C of section
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955. 22 of the Revised Code that involves a nuisance dog is guilty
of a m nor m sdeneanor on the first offense and of a m sdenmeanor
of the fourth degree on each subsequent offense involving the sane
dog. Upon a person being convicted of or pleading guilty to a
third violation of division (C) of section 955.22 of the Revised
Code involving the sanme dog, the court shall require the offender

to register the involved dog as a dangerous dog.

(2) In addition to the penalties prescribed in division
(F)(1) of this section, if a violation of division (C of section
955. 22 of the Revised Code involves a nuisance dog, the court may
order the offender to personally supervise the nui sance dog that
the of fender owns, keeps, or harbors, to cause that dog to

compl et e dog obedi ence training, or to do both.

(G Whoever comrits a violation of division (C of section
955. 22 of the Revised Code that involves a dangerous dog or a
violation of division (D of that section is guilty of a
n sdenmeanor of the fourth degree on a first offense and of a
m sdenmeanor of the third degree on each subsequent offense.
Additionally, the court may order the offender to personally
supervi se the dangerous dog that the offender owns, keeps, or
harbors, to cause that dog to conpl ete dog obedi ence training, or
to do both, and the court nay order the offender to obtain
liability insurance pursuant to division (E) of section 955.22 of
the Revised Code. The court, in the alternative, may order the
dangerous dog to be humanely destroyed by a |icensed veterinarian
the county dog warden, or the county humane society at the owner's
expense. Wth respect to a violation of division (C) of section
955. 22 of the Revised Code that involves a dangerous dog, unti
the court nmakes a final determ nation and during the pendency of
any appeal of a violation of that division and at the discretion
of the dog warden, the dog shall be confined or restrained in

accordance with division (D) of section 955.22 of the Revised Code
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or at the county dog pound at the owner's expense.

(H) (1) Wioever conmits a violation of division (C of section
955. 22 of the Revised Code that involves a vicious dog is guilty

of one of the follow ng:

(a) Afelony of the fourth degree if the dog kills a person.
Additionally, the court shall order that the vicious dog be
humanel y destroyed by a licensed veterinarian, the county dog

warden, or the county hunmane society at the owner's expense.

(b) A nmisdeneanor of the first degree if the dog causes
serious injury to a person. Additionally, the court nmay order the
vi ci ous dog to be humanely destroyed by a licensed veterinarian,
the county dog warden, or the county humane society at the owner's

expense.

(2) If the court does not order the vicious dog to be
destroyed under division (H(1)(b) of this section, the court
shall issue an order that specifies that division (D) of section
955. 11 and divisions (D) to (I) of section 955.22 of the Revised
Code apply with respect to the dog and the owner, keeper, or
harborer of the dog as if the dog were a dangerous dog and t hat
section 955.54 of the Revised Code applies with respect to the dog
as if it were a dangerous dog. As part of the order, the court
shall order the offender to obtain the liability insurance
requi red under division (E)(1) of section 955.22 of the Revised
Code in an anount, exclusive of interest and costs, that equals or
exceeds one hundred thousand dollars. Until the court nakes a
final determination and during the pendency of any appeal of a
violation of division (C) of section 955.22 of the Revised Code
and at the discretion of the dog warden, the dog shall be confined
or restrained in accordance with the provisions described in
division (D) of section 955.22 of the Revised Code or at the

county dog pound at the owner's expense.
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(1) Whoever violates division (A)(2) of section 955.01 of the

Revi sed Code is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree.

(J) Whoever violates division (E)(2) of section 955.22 of the

Revi sed Code is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree.

(K) Whoever violates division (C) of section 955.221 of the
Revi sed Code is guilty of a minor m sdenmeanor. Each day of
continued violation constitutes a separate offense. Fines |evied
and collected for violations of that division shall be distributed
by the mayor or clerk of the nunicipal or county court in
accordance with section 733.40, division (F) of section 1901. 31,
or division (C) of section 1907.20 of the Revised Code to the
treasury of the county, township, or mnunicipal corporation whose

resol ution or ordi nance was vi ol at ed.

(L) Whoever violates division (F)(1), (2), or (3) of section
955.22 of the Revised Code is guilty of a felony of the fourth
degree. Additionally, the court shall order that the dog invol ved
in the violation be humanely destroyed by a licensed veterinarian
the county dog warden, or the county hunane society. Until the
court makes a final determ nation and during the pendency of any
appeal of a violation of division (F)(1), (2), or (3) of section
955. 22 of the Revised Code and at the discretion of the dog
war den, the dog shall be confined or restrained in accordance with
the provisions of division (D) of section 955.22 of the Revised

Code or at the county dog pound at the owner's expense.

(M Whoever violates division (E)(1), (3), or (4) of section

955.22 of the Revised Code is guilty of a minor m sdenmeanor

(N) Whoever violates division (1)(4) of section 955.22 of the

Revi sed Code is guilty of a minor m sdemeanor

(O Whoever violates division (A) or (B) of section 955.54 of

the Revised Code is guilty of a m sdenmeanor of the first degree.

(P)(1) If a dog is confined at the county dog pound pursuant
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to division (G, (H, or (L) of this section, the county dog
warden shall give witten notice of the confinenent to the owner
of the dog. If the county dog warden is unable to give the notice
to the owner of the dog, the county dog warden shall post the
notice on the door of the residence of the owner of the dog or in
anot her conspi cuous place on the prem ses at which the dog was
sei zed. The notice shall include a statenent that a security in
the anmount of one hundred dollars is due to the county dog warden
within ten days to secure paynent of all reasonabl e expenses,

i ncl udi ng nedi cal care and boarding of the dog for sixty days,
expected to be incurred by the county dog pound in caring for the
dog pending the determ nation. The county dog warden may draw from

the security any actual costs incurred in caring for the dog.

(2) If the person ordered to post security under division
(P)(1) of this section does not do so within ten days of the
confinement of the animal, the dog is forfeited, and the county
dog warden may determ ne the disposition of the dog unless the

court issues an order that specifies otherw se.

(3) Not nore than ten days after the court makes a final
determ nati on under division (G, (H, or (L) of this section, the
county dog warden shall provide the owner of the dog with the
actual cost of the confinenent of the dog. If the county dog
warden finds that the security provided under division (P)(1) of
this section is less than the actual cost of confinenment of the
dog, the owner shall renit the difference between the security
provi ded and the actual cost to the county dog warden within
thirty days after the court's determination. If the county dog
warden finds that the security provided under division (P)(1) of
this section is greater than that actual cost, the county dog
warden shall renmit the difference between the security provided
and the actual cost to the owner within thirty days after the

court's determni nation
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(Q As used in this section, "nuisance dog," "dangerous dog," 267
and "vicious dog" have the sane neanings as in section 955. 11 of 268
t he Revi sed Code. 269
Section 2. That existing sections 955.011, 955.43, and 955. 99 270

of the Revised Code are hereby repeal ed. 271



