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A BILL

To enact sections 9.69, 9.691, and 9.692 of the
Revi sed Code to enact the Chio Religious Freedom

Rest orati on Act.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 9.69, 9.691, and 9.692 of the

Revi sed Code be enacted to read as foll ows:

Sec. 9.69. Sections 9.69 to 9.692 of the Revised Code shal

be known and may be cited as the OChio Religi ous Freedom

Rest orati on Act.

Sec. 9.691. As used in sections 9.691 and 9.692 of the
Revi sed Code:

(A) "Burden" neans any action that directly or indirectly

constrains, inhibits, curtails, or denies the exercise of reliagion

by any person or conpels any action contrary to a person's
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exercise of religion. "Burden" includes, but is not limted to,

wi t hhol di ng benefits, assessing crimnal, civil, or admnistrative

penalties, or exclusion fromgovernnental prograns or access to

governnental facilities.

(B) "Compelling governnental interest" neans a governnenta

interest of the highest nagnitude that cannot otherw se be

achi eved wi t hout burdening the exercise of religion.

(C "Exercise of religion" neans the practice or observance

of religion. "Exercise of religion"” includes, but is not limted

to, the ability to act or the refusal to act in a manner that is

substantially npotivated by one's sincerely held reliagious belief,

whet her or not the exercise is conpulsory or central to a |larger

system of religious belief.

(D) "State action" neans the inplenentation or application of

any law, including, but not limted to, state and | ocal |aws,

ordi nances, rules, requlations, and policies, whether statutory or

otherwi se, or any other action by the state, a political

subdi vi sion of the state, an instrunentality of the state or

political subdivision of the state, or a public official that is

authorized by law in the state.

Sec. 9.692. (A) State action or an action by any person based

on state action shall not burden a person's right to exercise of

religion, even if the burden results froma rule of genera

applicability, unless it is denonstrated that applyving the burden

to that person's exercise of religion in that particul ar instance

is both of the foll ow ng:

(1) Essential to further a conpelling governnmental interest:;

(2) The least restrictive neans of furthering that conpelling

governnental interest.

(B) A person whose exercise of religion has been burdened or
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is likely to be burdened in violation of this section may assert

that violation or inpending violation as a claimor defense in a

judi cial proceeding, regardl ess of whether the state or a

political subdivision of the state is a party to the proceeding.

The person asserting that claimor defense nay obtain appropriate

relief, including relief against the state or a political

subdi vision of the state. Appropriate relief includes, but is not

limted to, injunctive relief, declaratory relief, conpensatory

damages, and the recovery of costs and reasonable attorney's fees.
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