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130th General Assembly
Regular Session H. B. No. 41
2013-2014

Representative Hagan, R.

Cosponsors: Representatives Foley, Driehaus, Ramos, Patterson, Rogers

A BILL

To anend section 1509.02 and to enact section 1509. 39
of the Revised Code to authorize a political
subdi vision to enact and enforce health and safety
standards for oil and gas drilling and

expl orati on.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That section 1509. 02 be anended and section
1509. 39 of the Revi sed Code be enacted to read as foll ows:

Sec. 1509.02. There is hereby created in the departnent of
natural resources the division of oil and gas resources
managenent, which shall be adm nistered by the chief of the
di vision of oil and gas resources managenent. The division has
sole—and—exclusive authority to regulate the permitting, |ocation

and spacing, installation, operation, naintenance, abandonnent,

pl uggi ng, and site restoration of, disposal of waste from and all

matters related to oil and gas wells and production operations

within the state that are necessary to protect the health and

safety of the public, property, and the environnent, excepting

enby those activities regul ated under federal |aws for which

oversi ght has been del egated to the environnmental protection
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agency and activities regul ated under sections 6111.02 to 6111. 029
of the Revised Code. Fhe+egulatien—oef—oiH—and—gas—activities—+is—a

di-sposal—of wastes fromthose—welHs— I n order to assist the
division in the furtherance of its sele—and-exclusive authority as

established in this section, the chief may enter into cooperative
agreenents with other state agencies for advice and consul tation,
including visitations at the surface |ocation of a well on behal f
of the division. Such cooperative agreenents do not confer on

ot her state agencies any authority to adninister or enforce this

chapter and rul es adopted under it. ln—addition—such-cooperative
hald I I iy i rinisl

i vision! | I s hor i bl ched | i
seection— Nothing in this section affects the authority granted to

the director of transportation and | ocal authorities in section
723.01 or 4513. 34 of the Revised Code—providedthat—the—-authority
I I I : I . :
I . o . , ey , I .
S I . I I I : I .
The chief shall not hold any other public office, nor shal
the chief be engaged in any occupati on or business that mn ght

interfere with or be inconsistent with the duties as chief.

Al l noneys collected by the chief pursuant to sections
1509. 06, 1509. 061, 1509.062, 1509.071, 1509.13, 1509.22, 1509. 222,
1509. 28, 1509. 34, and 1509.50 of the Revised Code, ninety per cent
of noneys received by the treasurer of state fromthe tax |evied
in divisions (A)(5) and (6) of section 5749.02 of the Revised
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Code, all civil penalties paid under section 1509. 33 of the

Revi sed Code, and, notwi thstandi ng any section of the Revised Code
relating to the distribution or crediting of fines for violations
of the Revised Code, all fines inposed under divisions (A) and (B)
of section 1509.99 of the Revised Code and fines inposed under
divisions (C) and (D) of section 1509.99 of the Revised Code for
all violations prosecuted by the attorney general and for

vi ol ations prosecuted by prosecuting attorneys that do not involve
the transportation of brine by vehicle shall be deposited into the
state treasury to the credit of the oil and gas well fund, which
is hereby created. Fines inposed under divisions (C) and (D) of
section 1509.99 of the Revised Code for violations prosecuted by
prosecuting attorneys that involve the transportation of brine by
vehicle and penalties associated with a conpliance agreenent
entered into pursuant to this chapter shall be paid to the county

treasury of the county where the violation occurred.

The fund shall be used solely and exclusively for the
pur poses enunerated in division (B) of section 1509.071 of the
Revi sed Code, for the expenses of the division associated with the
adm ni stration of this chapter and Chapter 1571. of the Revised
Code and rul es adopted under them and for expenses that are
critical and necessary for the protection of human health and
safety and the environnent related to oil and gas production in
this state. The expenses of the division in excess of the nobneys
available in the fund shall be paid fromgeneral revenue fund

appropriations to the departnent.

Sec. 1509.39. This chapter and rul es adopted under it shall

not be construed to prevent a nunicipal corporation, county, or

township fromenacti ng and enforcing health and safety standards

for the drilling and exploration for oil and gas., provided that

those standards are not |l ess restrictive than this chapter and

rul es adopted under it. A county or township shall not adopt or
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enforce any ordi nances, resolutions, rules, or requirenents

relative to the mni num acreage requirenents for drilling units;

m ni mum di stances fromwhich a new well or related production

facilities may be drilled or an existing well deepened, pl ugged

back., or reopened to a source of supply different fromthe

existing pool fromboundaries of tracts, drilling units, or other

facilities or features specified in section 1509.021 or 1509. 23 of

the Revised Code: or the restoration or plugging of an oil or gas

wel | .

Section 2. That existing section 1509.02 of the Revised Code

i s hereby repeal ed.
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