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130th General Assembly

Regular Session H. B. No. 422
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Representatives Foley, Blair

Cosponsors: Representatives Stinziano, Rogers, Perales, Grossman,
Gerberry, Sheehy, Bishoff, Barborak, Dovilla, Antonio, Hagan, R., Letson,
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A BILL

To enact sections 4781.56, 4975.01, 4975.02, 4975. 03,
4975. 04, 4975.05, and 5321. 041 of the Revi sed Code

to create requirenents regardi ng the neasurenent
and billing of tenant and nanufactured hone park

resident public utility service.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 4781.56, 4975.01, 4975.02, 4975. 03,
4975. 04, 4975.05, and 5321.041 of the Revi sed Code be enacted to

read as foll ows:

Sec. 4781.56. Each park operator shall conply with the
reqgui rements of sections 4975.01 to 4975.04 of the Revi sed Code.

Sec. 4975.01. As used in sections 4975.01 to 4975.05 of the
Revi sed Code:

(A) "Conpetitive retail electric service" has the sanme

neani ng as in section 4928.01 of the Revised Code.

(B) "Conpetitive retail natural gas service" has the sane

neani ng as in section 4929.01 of the Revised Code.
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(C) "Cooperative" neans an entity that is owned and operated

exclusively by and solely for its custoners to provide electric,

gas, water, or sewage di sposal service and includes an electric

cooperative as defined in section 4928.01 of the Revised Code.

(D) "Custoner" neans an individual who has a contract with a

public utility to receive electric, gas, water, sewage di sposal

heating, or cooling service at residential prem ses.

(E) "Electric light conpany," "gas conpany," "natural gas

n

conpany., " "water-works conpany.," "heating or cooling conpany," and

"sewage di sposal system conpany"” have the same neani hgs as in
section 4905.03 of the Revised Code.

(F) "Landl ord" has the sane neaning as in section 5321.01 of
the Revi sed Code.

(G "Manufactured hone park operator” or "park operator" has

the sane neaning as in section 4781.01 of the Revi sed Code.

(H "Public utility" neans any retail supplier of electric,

gas, water, sewage di sposal, heating, or cooling service,

including an electric light conpany. gas conpany. nhatural gas

conpany. water-works conpany. heating or cooling conpany. Ssewage

di sposal system conpany. nunici pal corporation, cooperative,

provi der of conpetitive retail electric service, or provider of

conpetitive retail natural gas service.

(1) "Rental agreenent" and "residential prenises,"” with

respect to a manufactured honme park operator and resident

rel ati onshi p, have the sane neanings as in section 4781.01 of the

Revi sed Code. "Rental agreenent" and "residential premises," with

respect to a landlord and tenant rel ationship, have the sane

neani ngs as in section 5321.01 of the Revised Code.

(J) "Resident" has the sane neaning as in section 4781. 01 of
t he Revi sed Code.
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(K) "Subneter" neans a device that neasures the anpbunt of

utility service provided to residential prenm ses where the

resident or tenant of the residential prenm ses is not a custoner

of the public utility providing the neasured service.

(LY "Tenant" has the sane neaning as in section 5321.01 of
the Revi sed Code.

Sec. 4975.02. A landlord or a manufactured hone park operator

who is a party to a rental agreenent may require a tenant or

resident, under the rental agreenent, to do one of the foll ow ng

regardi ng paynent for the electric, gas, water, sewage di sposal,

heating., or cooling service supplied to the residential prem ses

covered by the rental agreenent:

(A) Pay the public utility as a custoner of the public

utility;

(B) Pay the |landlord or park operator, or an entity other

than a public utility;

(C) Pay the |andlord or park operator a fixed anpbunt that is

included in the rental cost.

Sec. 4975.03. |If a landlord., park operator., or an entity

other than a public utility requires a tenant or resident to pay

for the electric, gas, water, sewage di sposal. heating. or cooling

service in the manner allowed by division (B) of section 4975.02

of the Revised Code, the |landlord, park operator, or entity shal

do all of the following with respect to the applicable service:

(A) Ensure that during the termof the rental agreenent, a

subnmeter accurately neasures only the applicable service supplied

to the residential prem ses.

(B) Charge the tenant or resident not nore than the actual

cost of the tenant's or resident's utility service for which a
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public utility has charged:

(1) The | andl ord:;

(2) The park operator:

(3) The entity other than a public utility: or

(4) A conpany owned in whole or in part by the |l andlord, park

operator, or entity.

(C Include in any bill to the tenant or resident for charqges

aut hori zed under division (B) of section 4975.02 of the Revised

Code all of the follow ng:

(1) The bedqi nni ng and endi ng subnet er readi ng;

(2) The dates the subneter was read;

(3) The rate charged for service to the tenant or resident.

(D) Gant the tenant or resident reasonable access to the

tenant's or resident's subneter for the purpose of reading the

subnet er.

Sec. 4975.04. Except for the charges permtted under division

(B) of section 4975.03 of the Revised Code, no | andlord, park

operator, or entity other than a public utility shall charge a

tenant or resident an adm nistrative fee, late fee, or any other

fee relating to the provision of, or paynent for, the electric,

gas, water, sewage disposal, heating, or cooling service supplied

to the tenant's or resident's residential prenises.

Sec. 4975.05. |f a landlord, park operator, or an entity

other than a public utility violates any provision of sections
4975.01 to 4975.04 of the Revised Code, the affected tenant may

bring an action to recover double the anmpbunt of danmges resulting

fromthe violation, obtain injunctive relief to prevent the

recurrence of the conduct, and obtain a judgnent for reasonabl e
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attorney's fees.

For purposes of this section, "dannges" neans either or both

of the following, as applicable to the facts based upon which an

action is brought under this division:

(A) The total amount charged to the resident for electric,

gas, water., sewage disposal, heating, or cooling service for the

period during which a violation of section 4975.02 of the Revised

Code occurred:

(B) The total ampunt of administrative, |late, or other fees

charged to the resident in violation of section 4975.04 of the
Revi sed Code.

Sec. 5321.041. Each landlord shall conmply with the
requi renents of sections 4975.01 to 4975.04 of the Revised Code.
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