As Introduced

130th General Assembly
Regular Session H. B. No. 554
2013-2014

Representative Stinziano

Cosponsors: Representatives Antonio, Becker, Bishoff, Hagan, R., Phillips,

Letson

A BILL

To anend sections 3517.13 and 3517.992 of the Revised
Code to prohibit a person who holds an el ective
office and who is a candidate fromusing public
funds to mail to individuals unsolicited
applications for absent voter's ballots that
contain the nane of the candidate or an i mge of

t he candi date's signature.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 3517.13 and 3517.992 of the Revi sed

Code be anended to read as foll ows:

Sec. 3517.13. (A (1) No canpaign conmittee of a statew de
candi date shall fail to file a conplete and accurate statenent
requi red under division (A)(1) of section 3517.10 of the Revised
Code.

(2) No canpaign comrittee of a statew de candi date shall fai
to file a conplete and accurate nonthly statenent, and no canpai gn
commttee of a statewi de candidate or a candidate for the office
of chief justice or justice of the suprenme court shall fail to

file a conplete and accurate two-busi ness-day statenent, as
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requi red under section 3517.10 of the Revised Code.

As used in this division, "statew de candi date" has the sane

nmeaning as in division (F)(2) of section 3517.10 of the Revised
Code.

(B) No canmpaign committee shall fail to file a conplete and
accurate statenment required under division (A)(1) of section
3517.10 of the Revised Code.

(© No canpaign comrittee shall fail to file a conplete and
accurate statenent required under division (A)(2) of section
3517. 10 of the Revised Code.

(D) No canpaign comrittee shall fail to file a conplete and
accurate statenent required under division (A)(3) or (4) of
section 3517.10 of the Revised Code.

(E) No person other than a canpaign conmttee shall know ngly

fail to file a statenment required under section 3517.10 or
3517. 107 of the Revi sed Code.

(F) No person shall make cash contributions to any person
totaling nore than one hundred dollars in each primary, special

or general election.

(G (1) No person shall know ngly conceal or m srepresent
contributions given or received, expenditures nade, or any other
information required to be reported by a provision in sections
3517.08 to 3517.13 and 3517.17 of the Revised Code.

(2)(a) No person shall nake a contribution to a canpaign
committee, political action commttee, political contributing
entity, legislative canpaign fund, political party, or person
maki ng di sbursenents to pay the direct costs of producing or
airing electioneering conmmunications in the nane of anot her

per son.

(b) A person does not nmake a contribution in the nane of
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anot her when either of the follow ng applies:

(i) An individual makes a contribution froma partnership or
ot her wuni ncor porated busi ness account, if the contribution is
reported by listing both the name of the partnership or other
uni ncor por at ed busi ness and the nane of the partner or owner
maki ng the contribution as required under division (I) of section
3517. 10 of the Revised Code.

(ii) A person nmakes a contribution in that person's spouse's

nane or in both of their nanes.

(H No person within this state, publishing a newspaper or
ot her periodical, shall charge a canpaign conmittee for politica
advertising a rate in excess of the rate such person woul d charge
if the canpaign commttee were a general rate advertiser whose
advertising was directed to pronoting its business within the sane
area as that enconpassed by the particular office that the
candi date of the canpaign committee is seeking. The rate shal
take into account the amount of space used, as well as the type of
advertising copy submtted by or on behalf of the canpaign
committee. Al discount privileges otherwi se offered by a
newspaper or periodical to general rate advertisers shall be

avai |l abl e upon equal terns to all canpaign comittees.

No person within this state, operating a radio or television
station or network of stations in this state, shall charge a

canmpai gn committee for political broadcasts a rate that exceeds:

(1) During the forty-five days preceding the date of a
primary el ection and during the sixty days preceding the date of a
general or special election in which the candi date of the canpaign
comrittee is seeking office, the lowest unit charge of the station

for the sane class and anmobunt of tine for the sanme period;

(2) At any other tine, the charges made for conparabl e use of

that station by its other users.
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(1) Subject to divisions (K), (L), (M, and (N of this
section, no agency or departnment of this state or any political
subdi vi si on shall award any contract, other than one |let by
conmpetitive bidding or a contract incidental to such contract or
which is by force account, for the purchase of goods costing nore
than five hundred dollars or services costing nore than five
hundred dollars to any individual, partnership, association,
including, without linmtation, a professional association
organi zed under Chapter 1785. of the Revised Code, estate, or
trust if the individual has nade or the individual's spouse has
made, or any partner, sharehol der, adm nistrator, executor, or
trustee or the spouse of any of them has nmade, as an individual,
within the two previous cal endar years, one or nore contributions
totaling in excess of one thousand dollars to the holder of the
public office having ultimte responsibility for the award of the

contract or to the public officer's canpaign committee.

(J) Subject to divisions (K), (L), (M, and (N of this
section, no agency or departnment of this state or any political
subdi vi sion shall award any contract, other than one let by
competitive bidding or a contract incidental to such contract or
which is by force account, for the purchase of goods costing nore
than five hundred dollars or services costing nore than five
hundred dollars to a corporation or business trust, except a
prof essi onal associ ati on organi zed under Chapter 1785. of the
Revi sed Code, if an owner of nore than twenty per cent of the
corporation or business trust or the spouse of that person has
made, as an individual, within the two previ ous cal endar years,
taking into consideration only owners for all of that period, one
or nmore contributions totaling in excess of one thousand doll ars
to the holder of a public office having ultimte responsibility
for the award of the contract or to the public officer's canpaign

conmi ttee.
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(K) For purposes of divisions (I) and (J) of this section, if
a public officer who is responsible for the award of a contract is
appoi nted by the governor, whether or not the appointnment is
subject to the advice and consent of the senate, excluding nenbers
of boards, conmm ssions, conmittees, authorities, councils, boards
of trustees, task forces, and other such entities appointed by the
governor, the office of the governor is considered to have

ultinmate responsibility for the award of the contract.

(L) For purposes of divisions (I) and (J) of this section, if
a public officer who is responsible for the award of a contract is
appoi nted by the el ected chief executive officer of a nunicipal
corporation, or appointed by the elected chief executive officer
of a county operating under an alternative formof county
governnent or county charter, excluding nmenbers of boards,
conm ssions, commttees, authorities, councils, boards of
trustees, task forces, and other such entities appointed by the
chi ef executive officer, the office of the chief executive officer
is considered to have ultimate responsibility for the award of the

contract.

(M(1) Divisions (I) and (J) of this section do not apply to
contracts awarded by the board of conm ssioners of the sinking
fund, municipal legislative authorities, boards of education,
boards of county conmi ssioners, boards of township trustees, or
ot her boards, conmm ssions, conmmittees, authorities, councils,
boards of trustees, task forces, and other such entities created
by law, by the suprenme court or courts of appeals, by county
courts consisting of nore than one judge, courts of comon pleas
consisting of nore than one judge, or nunicipal courts consisting
of nmore than one judge, or by a division of any court if the
di vi sion consists of nore than one judge. This division shal
apply to the specified entity only if the nenbers of the entity

act collectively in the award of a contract for goods or services.
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(2) Divisions (1) and (J) of this section do not apply to

actions of the controlling board.

(N)(1) Divisions (1) and (J) of this section apply to
contributions made to the holder of a public office having
ultimate responsibility for the award of a contract, or to the
public officer's canpaign commttee, during the tine the person
hol ds the office and during any time such person was a candi date
for the office. Those divisions do not apply to contributions nade
to, or to the canpaign committee of, a candidate for or hol der of
the office other than the holder of the office at the tinme of the

award of the contract.

(2) Divisions (1) and (J) of this section do not apply to
contributions of a partner, sharehol der, adm nistrator, executor,
trustee, or owner of nore than twenty per cent of a corporation or
busi ness trust nmade before the person held any of those positions
or after the person ceased to hold any of those positions in the
partnershi p, association, estate, trust, corporation, or business
trust whose eligibility to be awarded a contract is being
determ ned, nor to contributions of the person's spouse made
before the person held any of those positions, after the person
ceased to hold any of those positions, before the two were
married, after the granting of a decree of divorce, dissolution of
marriage, or annulment, or after the granting of an order in an
action brought solely for |egal separation. Those divisions do not
apply to contributions of the spouse of an individual whose
eligibility to be awarded a contract is being determ ned made
before the two were nmarried, after the granting of a decree of
di vorce, dissolution of marriage, or annul ment, or after the
granting of an order in an action brought solely for |egal

separati on.

(O No beneficiary of a canpaign fund or other person shal

convert for personal use, and no person shall knowingly give to a
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beneficiary of a canpaign fund or any other person, for the
beneficiary's or any other person's personal use, anything of

val ue fromthe beneficiary's canpaign fund, including, wthout

limtation, paynments to a beneficiary for services the beneficiary

personal |y perforns, except as rei nbursenent for any of the

fol |l ow ng:

(1) Legitimate and verifiable prior canpai gn expenses

i ncurred by the beneficiary;

(2) Legitimate and verifiable ordinary and necessary prior

expenses incurred by the beneficiary in connection with duties as

the hol der of a public office, including, without limtation
expenses incurred through participation in nonpartisan or
bi partisan events if the participation of the holder of a public

office would nornmally be expected,;

(3) Legitimate and verifiable ordinary and necessary prior
expenses incurred by the beneficiary while doing any of the

fol | owi ng:

(a) Engaging in activities in support of or opposition to a
candi date other than the beneficiary, political party, or ball ot

i ssue;

(b) Raising funds for a political party, political action
committee, political contributing entity, |egislative canpaign

fund, canpaign comrittee, or other candi date;

(c) Participating in the activities of a political party,
political action conmittee, political contributing entity,

| egi sl ative canpai gn fund, or canpaign committee;

(d) Attending a political party convention or other political

neet i ng.

For purposes of this division, an expense is incurred

whenever a beneficiary has either nade paynment or is obligated to
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make paynent, as by the use of a credit card or other credit

procedure or by the use of goods or services received on account.

(P) No beneficiary of a canpaign fund shall know ngly accept,
and no person shall knowi ngly give to the beneficiary of a
canpai gn fund, reinbursenent for an expense under division (O of
this section to the extent that the expense previously was
rei nbursed or paid from another source of funds. |If an expense is
rei mbursed under division (O of this section and is later paid or
rei mbursed, wholly or in part, from another source of funds, the
beneficiary shall repay the reinbursenment received under division
(O of this section to the extent of the paynent nade or

rei nbursenent received fromthe other source.

(Q No candidate or public official or enployee shall accept
for personal or business use anything of value froma politica
party, political action commttee, political contributing entity,
| egi sl ative canpaign fund, or canpaign commttee other than the
candi date's or public official's or enployee' s own canpai gn
conm ttee, and no person shall knowi ngly give to a candi date or
public official or enployee anything of value froma political
party, political action conmttee, political contributing entity,
| egi sl ative canpai gn fund, or such a canpaign conmttee, except

for the foll ow ng:

(1) Reinbursenment for legitimate and verifiable ordinary and
necessary prior expenses not otherw se prohibited by |aw incurred
by the candi date or public official or enployee while engaged in
any legitinmate activity of the political party, political action
conm ttee, political contributing entity, |egislative canpaign
fund, or such canpaign conmttee. Wthout limtation, reinbursable
expenses under this division include those incurred while doing

any of the foll ow ng:

(a) Engaging in activities in support of or opposition to

anot her candi date, political party, or ballot issue;
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(b) Raising funds for a political party, |egislative canpaign

fund, canpaign comrittee, or another candi date;

(c) Attending a political party convention or other politica

nmeet i ng.

(2) Conpensation not otherw se prohibited by |aw for actual
and val uabl e personal services rendered under a witten contract
to the political party, political action comrittee, politica
contributing entity, legislative canpaign fund, or such canpaign
committee for any legitimate activity of the political party,
political action conmittee, political contributing entity,

| egi sl ati ve canpai gn fund, or such canpaign conmttee.

Rei nbur sabl e expenses under this division do not include, and
it is aviolation of this division for a candidate or public
official or enployee to accept, or for any person to know ngly
give to a candidate or public official or enployee froma
political party, political action conmittee, political
contributing entity, |egislative canpaign fund, or canpaign
conm ttee other than the candidate's or public official's or
enpl oyee' s own canpai gn committee, anything of value for
activities primarily related to the candidate's or public
official's or enployee's own canpaign for election, except for
contributions to the candidate's or public official's or

enpl oyee' s canpai gn comittee.

For purposes of this division, an expense is incurred
whenever a candidate or public official or enployee has either
made paynent or is obligated to nake paynent, as by the use of a
credit card or other credit procedure, or by the use of goods or

servi ces on account.
(R (1) Dvision (O or (P) of this section does not prohibit
a canpaign commttee from nmaki ng direct advance or post paynent

fromcontributions to vendors for goods and services for which

Page 9

238
239

240
241

242
243
244
245
246
247
248

249
250
251
252
253
254
255
256
257
258
259
260

261
262
263
264
265

266
267
268



H. B. No. 554
As Introduced

rei mbursenent is permtted under division (O of this section,
except that no canpaign committee shall pay its candi date or other
beneficiary for services personally perforned by the candi date or

ot her beneficiary.

(2) If any expense that may be reinbursed under division (O,
(P), or (Q of this section is part of other expenses that may not
be paid or reinbursed, the separation of the two types of expenses
for the purpose of allocating for paynent or reinbursenent those
expenses that nay be paid or reinbursed may be by any reasonabl e
accounting nethod, considering all of the surrounding

ci rcunst ances.

(3) For purposes of divisions (O, (P), and (Q of this
section, mleage allowance at a rate not greater than that allowed
by the internal revenue service at the tine the travel occurs may
be paid instead of reinbursenment for actual travel expenses

al | onabl e.
(S)(1) As used in division (S) of this section:

(a) "State elective office" has the sane nmeaning as in
section 3517.092 of the Revised Code.

(b) "Federal office" neans a federal office as defined in the

Federal El ection Canpai gn Act.

(c) "Federal canpaign comittee" neans a principal canpaign
committee or authorized comittee as defined in the Federal

El ecti on Canpai gn Act.

(2) No person who is a candidate for state elective office
and who previously sought nom nation or election to a federal
office shall transfer any funds or assets fromthat person's
federal canpaign committee for nomnation or election to the
federal office to that person's campaign conmttee as a candi date

for state elective office.

Page 10

269
270
271
272

273
274
275
276
277
278
279

280
281
282
283
284

285

286
287

288
289

290
291
292

293
294
295
296
297
298



H. B. No. 554
As Introduced

(3) No canpaign comittee of a person who is a candidate for
state el ective office and who previously sought nom nation or
election to a federal office shall accept any funds or assets from
that person's federal canpaign committee for that person's

nom nation or election to the federal office.

(T)(1) Except as otherw se provided in division (B)(6)(c) of
section 3517.102 of the Revised Code, a state or county politica
party shall not disburse noneys from any account other than a
state candidate fund to nmake contributions to any of the

fol | owi ng:
(a) A state candi date fund;
(b) A legislative canpaign fund;

(c) A canpaign conmittee of a candidate for the office of
governor, lieutenant governor, secretary of state, auditor of
state, treasurer of state, attorney general, nmenber of the state

board of education, or nenber of the general assenbly.

(2) No state candidate fund, |egislative canpaign fund, or
campai gn committee of a candidate for any office described in
division (T)(1)(c) of this section shall know ngly accept a

contribution in violation of division (T)(1) of this section.

(U No person shall fail to file a statement required under
section 3517.12 of the Revised Code.

(V) No canpaign comittee shall fail to file a statenent
requi red under division (K)(3) of section 3517.10 of the Revised
Code.

(W (1) No foreign national shall, directly or indirectly
t hrough any other person or entity, make a contribution,
expendi ture, or independent expenditure or pronise, either
expressly or inplicitly, to make a contribution, expenditure, or

i ndependent expenditure in support of or opposition to a candidate
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for any elective office in this state, including an office of a

political party.

(2) No candi date, canpaign comrittee, political action
conmttee, political contributing entity, |egislative canpaign
fund, state candidate fund, political party, or separate
segregated fund shall solicit or accept a contribution,
expendi ture, or independent expenditure froma foreign national.
The secretary of state may direct any candi date, committee,
entity, fund, or party that accepts a contribution, expenditure,
or independent expenditure in violation of this division to return
the contribution, expenditure, or independent expenditure or, if
it is not possible to return the contribution, expenditure, or
i ndependent expenditure, then to return instead the value of it,

to the contri butor.

(3) As used in division (W of this section, "foreign
national" has the sanme neaning as in section 441le(b) of the

Federal El ection Canpai gn Act.

(X)(1) No state or county political party shall transfer any
noneys fromits restricted fund to any account of the political
party into which contributions may be made or from which

contributions or expenditures may be made.

(2)(a) No state or county political party shall deposit a
contribution or contributions that it receives into its restricted
f und.

(b) No state or county political party shall nake a

contribution or an expenditure fromits restricted fund.

(3)(a) No corporation or |abor organization shall nmake a gift
or gifts fromthe corporation's or |abor organi zation's noney or
property aggregating nore than ten thousand dollars to any one
state or county political party for the party's restricted fund in

a cal endar year
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(b) No state or county political party shall accept a gift or
gifts for the party's restricted fund aggregating nore than ten
thousand dol lars from any one corporation or |abor organization in

a cal endar year

(4) No state or county political party shall transfer any
nmoneys in the party's restricted fund to any other state or county

political party.

(5) No state or county political party shall know ngly fai
to file a statenent required under section 3517.1012 of the
Revi sed Code.

(Y) The administrator of workers' conpensation and the
enpl oyees of the bureau of workers' conpensation shall not conduct
any business with or award any contract, other than one awarded by
conpetitive bidding, for the purchase of goods costing nore than
five hundred dollars or services costing nore than five hundred
dollars to any individual, partnership, association, including,
without limtation, a professional association organi zed under
Chapter 1785. of the Revised Code, estate, or trust, if the
i ndi vi dual has nade, or the individual's spouse has nmade, or any
partner, sharehol der, adm nistrator, executor, or trustee, or the
spouses of any of those individuals has made, as an individual,
within the two previous cal endar years, one or nore contributions
totaling in excess of one thousand dollars to the canpaign
committee of the governor or |ieutenant governor or to the
canmpai gn committee of any candidate for the office of governor or

| i eut enant gover nor

(Z) The admi nistrator of workers' conpensation and the
enpl oyees of the bureau of workers' conpensation shall not conduct
busi ness with or award any contract, other than one awarded by
conmpetitive bidding, for the purchase of goods costing nore than
five hundred dollars or services costing nore than five hundred

dollars to a corporation or business trust, except a professiona
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associ ati on organi zed under Chapter 1785. of the Revised Code, if
an owner of nore than twenty per cent of the corporation or

busi ness trust, or the spouse of the owner, has made, as an

i ndividual, within the two previous cal endar years, taking into
consideration only owners for all of such period, one or nore
contributions totaling in excess of one thousand dollars to the
canpai gn conmttee of the governor or |ieutenant governor or to
the canpaign conmittee of any candidate for the office of governor

or |ieutenant governor.

(AA) (1) No person who holds an elective office and who is a

candi date shall use public funds to nmail to individuals

unsolicited applications for absent voter's ballots that contain

the nane of the candidate or an innge of the candidate's

signature.

(2) As used in division (AA) of this section, "candi date" has

the sane neaning as in section 3501.01 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 3517.992. This section establishes penalties only with
respect to acts or failures to act that occur on and after August
24, 1995.

(A) (1) A candidate whose canpai gn conmm ttee violates division
(A, (B, (O, (D, or (V) of section 3517.13 of the Revised Code,
or a treasurer of a canpaign conmittee who violates any of those
di visions, shall be fined not nore than one hundred dollars for

each day of violation.

(2) Whoever violates division (E) or (X)(5) of section
3517.13 or division (E)(1) of section 3517.1014 of the Revised
Code shall be fined not nore than one hundred dollars for each day

of violation.

(B) An entity that violates division (G (1) of section
3517. 101 of the Revised Code shall be fined not nore than one
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hundred dollars for each day of violation.

(C Whoever violates division (G(2) of section 3517.101
division (G of section 3517.13, or division (E)(2) or (3) of

section 3517.1014 of the Revised Code shall be fined not nore than

ten thousand dollars or, if the offender is a person who was
nonmi nated or elected to public office, shall forfeit the

nom nation or the office to which the of fender was el ected, or
bot h.

(D) Whoever violates division (F) of section 3517.13 of the
Revi sed Code shall be fined not nore than three tines the anpunt

contri but ed.

(E) Whoever violates division (H) of section 3517.13 of the

Revi sed Code shall be fined not nore than one hundred doll ars.

(F) Whoever violates division (O, (P), or (Q of section
3517.13 of the Revised Code is guilty of a m sdeneanor of the

first degree.

(G A state or county committee of a political party that
viol ates division (B)(1) of section 3517.18 of the Revised Code
shall be fined not nore than tw ce the anmount of the inproper

expendi t ure.

(H An entity that violates division (H of section 3517.101

of the Revised Code shall be fined not nore than tw ce the anpunt

of the inproper expenditure or use.

(1)(1) Any individual who violates division (B)(1) of section

3517.102 of the Revised Code and knows that the contribution the
i ndi vi dual nmkes violates that division shall be fined an anpunt
equal to three tinmes the amount contributed in excess of the

anount permtted by that division.

(2) Any political action commttee that violates division
(B)(2) of section 3517.102 of the Revised Code shall be fined an

Page 15

422

423
424
425
426
427
428
429

430
431
432

433
434

435
436
437

438
439
440
441

442
443
444

445
446
447
448
449

450
451



H. B. No. 554
As Introduced

anount equal to three times the anpbunt contributed in excess of

the anount pernitted by that division.

(3) Any canpaign conmittee that violates division (B)(3) or
(5) of section 3517.102 of the Revised Code shall be fined an
anount equal to three tinmes the anobunt contributed in excess of

the anmount permtted by that division.

(4)(a) Any legislative canmpaign fund that violates division
(B)(6) of section 3517.102 of the Revised Code shall be fined an
anount equal to three tinmes the anobunt transferred or contributed

in excess of the anmobunt permitted by that division, as applicable.

(b) Any state political party, county political party, or
state candidate fund of a state political party or county
political party that violates division (B)(6) of section 3517.102
of the Revised Code shall be fined an anpbunt equal to three tines
the amount transferred or contributed in excess of the anpunt

permitted by that division, as applicable.

(c) Any political contributing entity that violates division
(B)(7) of section 3517.102 of the Revised Code shall be fined an
anmount equal to three tinmes the anobunt contributed in excess of

t he amount permtted by that division.

(5 Any political party that violates division (B)(4) of
section 3517.102 of the Revised Code shall be fined an amount
equal to three tinmes the anmount contributed in excess of the

anount pernitted by that division.

(6) Notwi thstanding divisions (1)(1), (2), (3), (4), and (5)
of this section, no violation of division (B) of section 3517.102
of the Revised Code occurs, and the secretary of state shall not
refer parties to the Chio elections conm ssion, if the anount
transferred or contributed in excess of the anount permtted by

that division neets either of the foll owing conditions:

(a) It is conpletely refunded within five busi ness days after
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it is accepted.

(b) It is conpletely refunded on or before the tenth business
day after notification to the recipient of the excess transfer or
contribution by the board of elections or the secretary of state
that a transfer or contribution in excess of the pernitted anount

has been received.

(J)(1) Any canpaign committee that violates division (C (1),
(2), (3), or (6) of section 3517.102 of the Revised Code shall be
fined an anmount equal to three tinmes the amount accepted in excess

of the anount pernitted by that division

(2)(a) Any county political party that violates division
(O (4)(a)(ii) or (iii) of section 3517.102 of the Revised Code

shall be fined an anobunt equal to three tines the anobunt accepted.

(b) Any county political party that violates division
(O (4)(a)(i) of section 3517.102 of the Revised Code shall be
fined an amount fromits state candidate fund equal to three tines
the anount accepted in excess of the anmobunt pernitted by that
di vi si on.

(c) Any state political party that violates division
(O (4)(b) of section 3517.102 of the Revised Code shall be fined
an anount fromits state candidate fund equal to three tines the
anount accepted in excess of the anount permitted by that
di vi si on.

(3) Any legislative canpaign fund that violates division
(O (5) of section 3517.102 of the Revised Code shall be fined an
anount equal to three tinmes the anpbunt accepted in excess of the

amount permtted by that division.

(4) Any political action commttee or political contributing
entity that violates division (C(7) of section 3517.102 of the
Revi sed Code shall be fined an anobunt equal to three tines the

anount accepted in excess of the anount permitted by that
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di vi si on.
(5) Notwithstanding divisions (J)(1), (2), (3), and (4) of
this section, no violation of division (C of section 3517.102 of

the Revi sed Code occurs, and the secretary of state shall not

refer parties to the Onhio elections conm ssion, if the anmount

transferred or contributed in excess of the anpbunt pernmitted to be

accepted by that division neets either of the foll ow ng

condi ti ons:

(a) It is conpletely refunded within five busi ness days after

its acceptance.

(b) It is conpletely refunded on or before the tenth business

day after notification to the recipient of the excess transfer or
contribution by the board of elections or the secretary of state
that a transfer or contribution in excess of the permtted anpunt

has been received.

(K)(1) Any legislative canpaign fund that violates division
(F)(1) of section 3517.102 of the Revised Code shall be fined

twenty-five dollars for each day of violation.

(2) Any |l egislative canpaign fund that violates division
(F)(2) of section 3517.102 of the Revised Code shall give to the
treasurer of state for deposit into the state treasury to the
credit of the Ohio elections conm ssion fund all excess
contributions not disposed of as required by division (E) of
section 3517.102 of the Revised Code.

(L) Whoever violates section 3517.105 of the Revised Code

shall be fined one thousand doll ars.

(M (1) Wioever solicits a contribution in violation of
section 3517.092 or violates division (B) of section 3517.09 of

the Revised Code is guilty of a m sdeneanor of the first degree.

(2) Whoever knowi ngly accepts a contribution in violation of

Page 18

514

515
516
517
518
519
520
521

522
523

524
525
526
527
528

529
530
531

532
533
534
535
536
537

538
539

540
541
542

543



H. B. No. 554
As Introduced

division (B) or (C) of section 3517.092 of the Revised Code shal
be fined an anmount equal to three tines the anount accepted in
viol ation of either of those divisions and shall return to the
contributor any amount so accepted. Wioever unknow ngly accepts a
contribution in violation of division (B) or (C) of section
3517.092 of the Revised Code shall return to the contributor any

anount so accept ed.

(N) Whoever violates division (S) of section 3517.13 of the
Revi sed Code shall be fined an anobunt equal to three tines the
anmount of funds transferred or three times the value of the assets

transferred in violation of that division.

(O Any canpaign conmittee that accepts a contribution or
contributions in violation of section 3517.108 of the Revised
Code, uses a contribution in violation of that section, or fails
to di spose of excess contributions in violation of that section
shall be fined an anmount equal to three tinmes the anmpunt accepted,

used, or kept in violation of that section.

(P) Any political party, state candidate fund, |egislative
candi date fund, or canpaign commttee that violates division (T)
of section 3517.13 of the Revised Code shall be fined an anmount
equal to three times the anpbunt contributed or accepted in

viol ation of that section.

(Q A treasurer of a conmittee or another person who violates
division (U) of section 3517.13 of the Revised Code shall be fined

not nore than two hundred fifty doll ars.

(R) Whoever violates division (1) or (J) of section 3517.13
of the Revised Code shall be fined not nore than one thousand
dol Il ars. \Wenever a person is found guilty of violating division
(1) or (J) of section 3517.13 of the Revised Code, the contract
awarded in violation of either of those divisions shall be

rescinded if its ternms have not yet been perforned.
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(S) A candi date whose canpaign comittee violates or a
treasurer of a canpaign conmittee who violates section 3517.081 of
the Revised Code, and a candi date whose canpai gn conmittee
violates or a treasurer of a canpaign conmmittee or another person
who violates division (C) of section 3517.10 of the Revised Code,

shall be fined not nore than five hundred doll ars.

(T) A candi date whose canpai gn conmittee violates or a
treasurer of a committee who violates division (B) of section
3517.09 of the Revised Code, or a candi date whose canpai gn
committee violates or a treasurer of a canpaign conmittee or
anot her person who violates division (C of section 3517.09 of the

Revi sed Code shall be fined not nore than one thousand doll ars.

(U Wioever violates section 3517.20 of the Revised Code

shall be fined not nore than five hundred doll ars.

(V) Whoever violates section 3517.21 or 3517.22 of the
Revi sed Code shall be inprisoned for not nore than six nonths or

fined not nore than five thousand dollars, or both.

(W A canpaign conmttee that is required to file a
declaration of no limts under division (D)(2) of section 3517.103
of the Revised Code that, before filing that declaration, accepts
a contribution or contributions that exceed the |imtations
prescribed in section 3517.102 of the Revised Code, shall return

that contribution or those contributions to the contri butor.

(X) Any canpaign conmittee that fails to file the declaration
of filing-day finances required by division (F) of section
3517. 109 of the Revised Code shall be fined twenty-five dollars

for each day of violation.

(Y)(1) Any canpaign committee that fails to di spose of excess
funds or excess aggregate contributions under division (B) of
section 3517.109 of the Revised Code in the manner required by

division (C) of that section shall give to the treasurer of state

Page 20

575
576
577
578
579
580

581
582
583
584
585
586

587
588

589
590
591

592
593
594
595
596
597

598
599
600
601

602
603
604
605



H. B. No. 554
As Introduced

for deposit into the Chio elections comm ssion fund created under
division (1) of section 3517.152 of the Revised Code all funds not

di sposed of pursuant to that division.

(2) Any treasurer of a transition fund that fails to di spose
of assets remmining in the transition fund as required under
division (H (1) or (2) of section 3517.1014 of the Revised Code
shall give to the treasurer of state for deposit into the Chio
el ections conmission fund all assets not disposed of pursuant to

t hat di vi si on.

(Z2) Any individual, canpaign comrittee, political action
conmttee, political contributing entity, |egislative canpaign
fund, political party, treasurer of a transition fund, or other
entity that violates any provision of sections 3517.09 to 3517.12
of the Revised Code for which no penalty is provided for under any
other division of this section shall be fined not nore than one

t housand dol | ars.

(AA) (1) Whoever knowingly violates division (W(1) of section
3517.13 of the Revised Code shall be fined an anmount equal to
three tinmes the anmount contributed, expended, or promsed in
violation of that division or ten thousand dollars, whichever

anount is greater.

(2) Whoever knowingly violates division (W(2) of section
3517.13 of the Revised Code shall be fined an anount equal to
three tinmes the anount solicited or accepted in violation of that

di vision or ten thousand dollars, whichever anmount is greater.

(BB) WWhoever knowi ngly violates division (C) or (D) of
section 3517.1011 of the Revised Code shall be fined not nore than
ten thousand dollars plus not nore than one thousand dollars for

each day of violation.

(CO (1) Subject to division (CC)(2) of this section, whoever
violates division (H of section 3517.1011 of the Revised Code
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shall be fined an anmount up to three tines the anpbunt disbursed
for the direct costs of airing the conmmunication nmade in violation

of that division.

(2) Whoever has been ordered by the Ohio el ections conm ssion
or by a court of conpetent jurisdiction to cease making
conmuni cations in violation of division (H of section 3517.1011
of the Revised Code who again violates that division shall be
fined an anmount equal to three tinmes the anount disbursed for the
direct costs of airing the conmunication made in violation of that
di vi si on.

(DD) (1) Any corporation or |abor organization that violates
division (X)(3)(a) of section 3517.13 of the Revised Code shall be
fined an anmount equal to three tinmes the amount given in excess of

the anount permitted by that division.

(2) Any state or county political party that violates
division (X)(3)(b) of section 3517.13 of the Revised Code shall be
fined an anmount equal to three tinmes the amount accepted in excess

of the anpbunt pernitted by that division

(EE) (1) Any canpaign conmittee or person who viol ates
division (C(1)(b) or (c) of section 3517.1014 of the Revised Code
shall be fined an anbunt equal to three tines the anmount donated

in excess of the ampunt permitted by that division.

(2) Any officeholder or treasurer of a transition fund who
violates division (C(3)(a) or (b) of section 3517.1014 of the
Revi sed Code shall be fined an anobunt equal to three tines the
anount accepted in excess of the anmount permitted by that
di vi si on.

(FF) (1) (a) Whoever violates division (AA) of section 3517.13

of the Revised Code is quilty of inproper mamiling of applications

for absent voter's ballots. Except as otherw se provided in

division (FF)(1)(b) or (c) of this section, inproper nmailing of
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applications for absent voter's ballots is a felony of the fifth

degree.

(b) If the anmpbunt of the public funds expended in conducting

the inproper mailing of applications for absent voter's ballots is

one thousand dollars or nore and is | ess than seven thousand five

hundred dollars, the offense is a felony of the fourth dearee.

(c) If the anount of the public funds expended in conducting

the inproper muiling of applications for absent voter's ballots is

seven thousand five hundred dollars or nbre, the offense is a

felony of the third degree.

(2)(a) A court that inposes a sentence for inproper nmailing

of applications for absent voter's ballots shall require the

offender to nake restitution for the amount of the public funds

expended in conducting the mailing, in addition to the term of

i nprisonnent and any fine inposed.

(b) If the offender, at the tinme of the commi ssion of the

offense or at any other tine, was a nenber, el ecting enployee,

participating enpl oyee, continuing nenber, or participant in a

retirement system pension fund, alternative retirenent plan, or

def erred conpensati on prodram described in division (C(2)(b)(i)
of section 2921.41 of the Revised Code, the entity to which

restitution is to be made may file a notion with the sentencing

court specifying any such system fund, plan, or program and

reqguesting the court to issue an order requiring that the anpunt

of the restitution be withheld fromthe benefits that have been or

will be granted to the offender by that system fund, plan, or

program in accordance with the requirenments of division (C(2)(b)

of that section. The court shall process the request in accordance

with that division.

(c) Upon the filing of charges against a person for inproper

nailing of applications for absent voter's ballots, the prosecutor
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who is assigned the case shall send witten notice that charqges 699
have been fil ed agai nst that person to the entities listed in 700
division (D) of section 2921.41 of the Revised Code. The witten 701
notice shall specifically identify the person charaged. 702

Section 2. That existing sections 3517.13 and 3517.992 of the 703

Revi sed Code are hereby repeal ed. 704



