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A BILL

To anend sections 3705.20 and 3705.23 of the Revised
Code to renane certificates recogni zing the
delivery of a stillborn infant as certificates of

birth resulting in stillbirth.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 3705.20 and 3705.23 of the Revised

Code be amended to read as fol | ows;

Sec. 3705.20. (A) The fetal death of the product of hunan
conception of at |east twenty weeks of gestation shall be

registered on a fetal death certificate.
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On application of either parent, the fetal death of the
product of human conception prior to twenty weeks of gestation
shall be registered on a fetal death certificate, except that the

fetal death certificate shall not |ist the cause of death.

The parent shall include with the application a copy of the
statenent required by division (B)(1) of section 3727.16 or
division (B)(1) of section 4731.82 of the Revised Code. If the
father submits the application, he shall also include with it a
signed and notarized docunent fromthe nother attesting that she

voluntarily provided the father with a copy of the statenent.

A fetal death certificate for the product of human conception
prior to twenty weeks gestation is not proof of a live birth for

pur poses of federal, state, and |ocal taxes.

(B) The product of human conception of at |east twenty weeks

of gestation that suffers a fetal death ef—atteasttwentyweeks
of—gestation occurring in Ohio shall not be interred, deposited in

a vault or tonb, cremated, or otherw se disposed of by a funera

director or other person until a fetal death certificate or

provi sional death certificate has been filed with and a buri al
permit is issued by the local registrar of vital statistics of the
registration district in which the fetal death occurs, or the body

is found.

A burial pernmit for the product of human conception that
suffers a fetal death prior to twenty weeks of gestation shall be
i ssued by the local registrar of vital statistics of the
registration district in which the fetal death occurs if either

parent files a fetal death certificate with that registrar.

(O (1) The departnent of health and the I ocal registrar shal
keep a separate record and index record of fetal death

certificates.

(2) The personal or statistical information on the fetal
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death certificate shall be obtained by the funeral director or
ot her person in charge of internent or crenmation fromthe best

qual i fi ed persons or sources avail abl e.

(D) When a burial permt is issued under division (B) of this

section for the product of human conception of at |east twenty

weeks of gestation that suffers a fetal death, the | ocal reqgistrar

shall informthe parent or parents listed on the fetal death

certificate or provisional death certificate of the option of

applving for issuance of a certificate of birth resulting in
stillbirth under section 3705.23 of the Revised Code and the

process for filing the application

Sec. 3705.23. (A) (1) Except as otherwi se provided in this
section, the director of health, the state registrar, or a |ocal
registrar, on receipt of a signed application and the fee
specified in section 3705.24 of the Revised Code, shall issue a
certified copy of a vital record, or of a part of a vital record,
inthe director's or registrar's custody to any applicant, unless
the vital record has ceased to be a public record pursuant to
section 3705.09, 3705.11, 3705.12, or 3705.15 of the Revised Code.
The certified copy shall show the date the vital record was

registered by the local registrar.

(2) Acertified copy of a vital record may be nmade by a
mechani cal, electronic, or other reproduction process. It shall be
certified as a true copy by the director, state registrar, or
| ocal registrar who has custody of the record and shall include
the date of issuance, the name of the issuing officer, the
signature of the officer or an authorized facsimle of the

signature, and the seal of the issuing office.

(3) Acertified copy of a vital record or of any part of a
vital record, issued in accordance with this section, shall be

consi dered for all purposes the sanme as the original and shall be
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prima-facie evidence of the facts stated in it in all courts and

pl aces.

(4)(a) Information contained in the "information for nedical
and health use only" section of a birth record shall not be
i ncluded as part of a certified copy of the birth record unl ess
the information specifically is requested by the individual to
whose birth the record attests, either of the individual's parents
or the individual's guardian, a lineal descendant, or an official
of the federal or state governnment or of a political subdivision

of the state charged by law with detecting or prosecuting crine.

(b) Except as provided in division (A)(4)(a) of this section,
neither the office of vital statistics nor a local registrar shal
di scl ose information contained in the "information for medical and
health use only" section of a birth record unless a court, for
good cause shown, orders disclosure of the information or the
state registrar specifically authorizes release of the infornmation
for statistical or research purposes under conditions the state
regi strar, subject to the approval of the director of health,

shal | establish by rule.

(B)(1) Unless the applicant specifically requests a certified
copy, the director, the state registrar, or a local registrar, on
recei pt of a signed application for a birth record and the fee
specified in section 3705.24 of the Revised Code, nay issue a
certification of birth, and the certification of birth shall
contain at |least the nane, sex, date of birth, registration date,
and place of birth of the person to whose birth the record attests
and shall attest that the person's birth has been registered. A
certification of birth shall be prima-facie evidence of the facts

stated in it in all courts and pl aces.

(2) The director or the state registrar, on the receipt of a
signed application for an heirloomcertification of birth and the

fee specified in section 3705.24 of the Revised Code, nay issue an
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heirl oomcertification of birth. The director shall prescribe by
rul e guidelines for the formof an heirloomcertification of

birth, and the guidelines shall require the heirloomcertification
of birth to contain at |east the nane, sex, date of birth,

regi stration date, and place of birth of the person to whose birth
the record attests and to attest that the person's birth has been
registered. An heirloomcertification of birth shall be
prima-facie evidence of the facts stated in it in all courts and

pl aces.

(3)(a) The director or the state registrar, on the receipt of

an application signed by either parent, shall issue a certificate

recogni-zing—the delivery of astillborninfant of birth resulting

in stillbirth. The director shall prescribe guidelines by rule for

the formof the certificate. The guidelines shall require that the
certificate contain at |east the nane, sex, date of delivery, and

pl ace of delivery. The director or the state registrar shal

charge no fee for the certificate. A certificate recognhizingthe
debvery—of a-stitlborninfant of birth resulting in stillbirth is

not proof of a live birth for purposes of federal, state, and

| ocal taxes.

(b) If a parent was previously issued a certificate

recogni zing the delivery of a stillborn infant, the director or

the state registrar, on receipt of a witten request signed by the

parent, shall reissue the certificate as a certificate of birth

resulting in stillbirth.

(C On evidence that a birth certificate was regi stered
through m srepresentation or fraud, the state registrar may
wi t hhold the issuance of a certified copy of the birth record or a
certification of birth until a court nakes a determ nation that no

nm srepresentation or fraud occurred.

Section 2. That existing sections 3705.20 and 3705.23 of the

Revi sed Code are hereby repeal ed.
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