As Introduced

130th General Assembly
Regular Session S. B. No. 146
2013-2014

Senator Turner

Cosponsors: Senators Sawyer, Kearney

A BILL

To anend section 4501.023 of the Revised Code to
revise the requirements for the Bureau of Mtor
Vehi cl es voter registration training program and
to create the Motor Voter Act Study Committee.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That section 4501. 023 of the Revised Code be

amended to read as fol |l ows:

Sec. 4501.023. (A) The registrar of motor vehicles shall
desi gnate an enpl oyee of the bureau of notor vehicles to be in
charge of and responsible for voter registration within the
bureau. Each deputy registrar of nmotor vehicles shall designhate an
enpl oyee in that deputy registrar's office to be in charge of and

responsi ble for voter registration within that office.

(B) The registrar shall provide, in cooperation with the
secretary of state, a voter registration training program and
mat eri al s fer—initialtraininginvoter registrationand for

engoing—training for all deputy registrars, and thei+ all
enpl oyees of the registrar or of a deputy registrar, who interact

with individuals who are applying for or renewing driver's

licenses or identification cards issued under Chapter 4507. of the
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Revi sed Code.

Each such deputy reqistrar shall conplete the training

program not nore than three nonths after the deputy reqgistrar

enters into the deputy reqgistrar's first contract with the

regi strar and not |l ess than once annually thereafter. Each such

enpl oyee shall conplete the training programnot nore than three

nont hs after bedi nni ng enpl oynent and not | ess than once annually

thereafter. A deputy registrar or enployee who holds that position

as of the date this division applies to that person shall conplete

the training programnot nore than one yvear after that date and

not less than once annually thereafter.

This division applies to a deputy registrar and that deputy

registrar's enployees only after the deputy registrar enters into

a new contract with the reqgistrar after the effective date of this

amendnent .

(C The registrar shall report to the secretary of state at
| east once annually the number of applicants for |icenses served
and the nunber of voter registration transactions conpl eted and
transmtted to the board of elections by the registrar and al

deputy registrars.

Section 2. That existing section 4501. 023 of the Revised Code

i s hereby repeal ed.

Section 3. (A There is hereby created the Mdtor Voter Act
Study Conmittee, consisting of eight nenbers. Two nenbers shall be
appoi nted by the President of the Senate, two nenbers shall be
appointed by the Mnority Leader of the Senate, two nenbers shal
be appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and
two nmenbers shall be appointed by the Mnority Leader of the House
of Representatives. The Conmittee shall elect fromanong its
menbers a co-chairperson fromthe House of Representatives and a

co-chai rperson fromthe Senate, neither of whomshall be fromthe
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same political party. The Conmmittee shall hold a mnimumof three

public neetings.
(B) The Conmittee shall do all of the follow ng:

(1) Study whether Chio is in conpliance with the National
Vot er Regi stration Act of 1993, also known as the Mdtor Voter Act;

(2) Determine whether Chio is complying with its duties under
the Motor Voter Act and otherwise is in conpliance with the Act,
and if Chio is not in conpliance, determ ne whether that |ack of
compliance jeopardi zes federal funding that assists with elections
in Ghio;

(3) Determine whether Chio, through the Secretary of State,
county election officials, the Bureau of Mtor Vehicles, and
deputy registrars, is nmeeting its obligation under federal and
state law to offer voter registration to every person who engages
in a transaction with the Bureau of Mdtor Vehicles or a deputy

registrar;

(4) Determine whether funding | evels of the Departnent of
Public Safety and the Bureau of Mdtor Vehicles are adequate to

comply with the Motor Voter Act;

(5) Conpare the rates of voter registration at offices of the
Bureau of Modtor Vehicles and deputy registrars anong and within

counties in GChio and anong GChi o and ot her states;

(6) Use resources such as census data, U S. Election
Assi st ance Conmi ssion reports, and other data to eval uate how GChio
conpares with other states in terns of pro-active voter
registration efforts, dedication of resources to voter

regi stration, and conpliance with the Mdtor Voter Act;

(7) Formul ate reconmendations as to how Chio nmay inprove its
voter registration process and carry out the purpose of the Mdtor

Voter Act, to pronote the exercise of the fundanental right to
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vot e;

(8) Make recommendations to the General Assenbly relative to
the nmeasures that can be taken to inprove voter registration
efforts through the offices of the Registrar of Mtor Vehicles and

deputy registrars.

(C The Conmittee shall consult with and receive input from
voters, voting rights advocates, county election officials, state
el ection officials fromthe office of the Secretary of State,
officials fromthe Departnent of Public Safety and Bureau of Mtor

Vehi cl es, and deputy registrars.

The Bureau of Modtor Vehicles, the Secretary of State, county
boards of elections, and deputy registrars shall cooperate with
the Cormittee and make records fromtheir respective offices
available to the Conmittee in a pronpt nanner, and shall not

hi nder the Conmittee in the perfornance of its duties.

(D) The Conmittee shall conpile a report containing its
fi ndi ngs and recomrendati ons, and not |ater than Cctober 1, 2013,
shall furnish a copy of its report to the Governor, the President
of the Senate, the Mnority Leader of the Senate, the Speaker of
t he House of Representatives, and the Mnority Leader of the House
of Representatives. After the reports have been so distributed,

the Comm ttee shall cease to exist.
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