As Introduced

130th General Assembly

Regular Session S.B. No. 175

2013-2014

Senator LaRose

Cosponsors: Senators Jones, Seitz, Lehner

A BILL

To anend sections 3503. 14, 3503.15, 3503.18, and
3503. 21 and to enact sections 3503.05, 3503. 20,
3503. 22, and 3509.031 of the Revised Code to
revise the |l aw concerning voter registration and

requests for absent voter's ballots.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 3503. 14, 3503.15, 3503.18, and
3503. 21 be anmended and sections 3503. 05, 3503.20, 3503.22, and
3509. 031 of the Revi sed Code be enacted to read as foll ows:

Sec. 3503.05. The secretary of state shall establish, by

rule, a uniformprocess for notifying individuals who have

subnmitted an i nconplete voter registration application of the

inconplete status of that application. The process shall perm¢t

such an individual to provide any infornmation required to conplete

the application.

Sec. 3503.14. (A) The secretary of state shall prescribe the

formand content of the registration, change of residence, and

change of nane forns used in this state. The forns shall neet the

requi rements of the National Voter Registration Act of 1993 and
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shal | include spaces for all of the foll ow ng:
(1) The voter's nane;
(2) The voter's address;
(3) The current date;
(4) The voter's date of birth;
(5) The voter to provide one or nore of the foll ow ng:
(a) The voter's driver's |license nunber,

(b)

nunber,

if any;

The last four digits of the voter's social security

if any;

(c) A copy of a current and valid photo identification,

copy of a nilitary identification,
bill, bank statenent,

gover nment docunent,

ot her than a notice of voter

or a copy of a current utility

gover nnment check, paycheck, or other

mai | ed by a board of elections under section 3503.19 of the

Revi sed Code,

t hat shows the voter's nane and

(6) The voter's signature.

The registration form shall

person registering an applicant shal

addr ess.

i nclude a space on which the

sign the person's name and

provi de the person's address and a space on which the person

regi stering an applicant shall

that person to register the applicant.

Except for forns prescribed by the secretary of state under
section 3503.11 of the Revi sed Code,
permt boards of elections to produce forns that have subdivi ded

spaces for each individua

nanme the enpl oyer who is enpl oying

the secretary of state shal

al phanuneric character of the

informati on provided by the voter so as to accommpdate the

el ectronic readi ng and conversion of the voter's information to
data and the subsequent el ectronic transfer

st at ewi de voter

3503. 15 of the Revi sed Code.

of that data to the

regi strati on dat abase established under section

regi stration
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(B) None of the follow ng persons who are registering an
applicant in the course of that official's or enployee's nornmal
duties shall sign the person's nane, provide the person's address,
or nanme the enployer who is enploying the person to register an

applicant on a form prepared under this section:
(1) An election official;
(2) A county treasurer
(3) A deputy registrar of notor vehicles;
(4) An enpl oyee of a designated agency;
(5) An enployee of a public high school;
(6) An enployee of a public vocational school
(7) An enployee of a public library;
(8) An enployee of the office of a county treasurer
(9) An enployee of the bureau of notor vehicles;
(10) An enpl oyee of a deputy registrar of notor vehicles;
(11) An enpl oyee of an election official.

(C) Except as provided in section 3501.382 of the Revised
Code, any applicant who is unable to sign the applicant's own nane
shall make an "X, " if possible, which shall be certified by the
signing of the name of the applicant by the person filling out the
form who shall add the person's own signature. |If an applicant is
unable to nmake an "X, " the applicant shall indicate in sone manner
that the applicant desires to register to vote or to change the
applicant's nane or residence. The person registering the
applicant shall sign the formand attest that the applicant
i ndicated that the applicant desired to register to vote or to

change the applicant's nane or residence.

(D) No registration, change of residence, or change of nane

formshall be rejected solely on the basis that a person
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regi stering an applicant failed to sign the person's nane or
failed to name the enpl oyer who is enploying that person to
regi ster the applicant as required under division (A of this

section.

(E) A voter registration application submtted online through

the internet pursuant to section 3503.20 of the Revised Code is

not required to contain a signature to be considered valid. The

si gnature obtai ned under division (B) of that section shall be

consi dered the applicant's signature for all election and

si gnat ur e- nat chi ng pur poses.

(F) As used in this section, "registering an applicant”
i ncludes any effort, for conpensation, to provide voter
registration fornms or to assist persons in conpleting or returning

t hose forns.

Sec. 3503.15. (A) (1) The secretary of state shall establish
and maintain a statew de voter registration database that shall be

adm ni stered by the office of the secretary of state and nmde

continuously available to each board of elections and to other

agenci es as authorized by | aw

(2)(a) State agencies, including, but not limted to, the

departnent of health, bureau of notor vehicles, departnent of job

and famly services, and the departnent of rehabilitation and

corrections, shall provide any information and data to the

secretary of state that the secretary of state considers necessary

in order to maintain the statew de voter registration database

established pursuant to this section. except where prohibited by

federal law or requl ation. The secretary of state shall ensure

that any information or data provided to the secretary of state

that is confidential in the possession of the entity providing the

data remains confidential while in the possession of the secretary

of state.
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(b) Information provided under this division for nmintenance

of the statewi de voter registration database shall not be used to

update the nane or address of a registered elector. The nane or

address of a reqgistered elector shall only be updated as a result

of the elector's actions in filing a notice of change of nane,

change of address., or both.

(c) A board of elections shall contact a reqgistered el ector

pursuant to the rules adopted under division (D)(6) of this

section to verify the accuracy of the information in the statew de

voter reqgistration database regarding that elector if that

i nformati on does not conformw th information provided under

division (A (2)(a) of this section and the discrepancy woul d

affect the elector's eligibility to vote

(3) The secretary of state shall enter into agreenents to

share information or data with other states or groups of states,

as the secretary of state considers necessary, in order to

nmai ntain the statew de voter registration database established

pursuant to this section. Except as otherw se provided in this

division, the secretary of state shall ensure that any infornmation

or data provided to the secretary of state that is confidential in

the possession of the state providing the data rennins

confidential while in the possession of the secretary of state.

The secretary of state nmay provide such ot herw se confidenti al

information or data to persons or organi zati ons that are engagi ng

in leqgitimte governnental purposes related to the nmintenance of

the statewi de voter registration database.

(B) The statew de voter registration database established
under this section shall be the official list of registered voters

for all elections conducted in this state.

(C The statewi de voter registration database established
under this section shall, at a mnimum include all of the

foll ow ng:
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(1) An electronic network that connects all board of
el ections offices with the office of the secretary of state and

with the offices of all other boards of el ections;

(2) A conputer programthat harnoni zes the records contai ned
in the database with records maintai ned by each board of

el ections;

(3) An interactive conputer programthat allows access to the
records contained in the database by each board of elections and
by any persons authorized by the secretary of state to add,
del ete, nodify, or print database records, and to conduct updates

of the dat abase;

(4) A search program capabl e of verifying registered voters
and their registration information by name, driver's |license

nunmber, birth date, social security nunber, or current address;

(5) Safeguards and conponents to ensure that the integrity,
security, and confidentiality of the voter registration

information is maintai ned_

(6) Methods to retain canceled voter registration records and

to record the reason for their cancell ation

(D) The secretary of state shall adopt rules pursuant to

Chapter 119. of the Revised Code doing all of the foll ow ng:

(1) Specifying the manner in which existing voter
regi stration records nai ntained by boards of elections shall be
converted to electronic files for inclusion in the statew de voter

regi stration database;

(2) Establishing a uniformnethod for entering voter
registration records into the statew de voter registration
dat abase on an expedited basis, but not |ess than once per day, if

new registration information i s received;

(3) Establishing a uniformnethod for purging cancel ed voter
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registration records fromthe statew de voter registration

dat abase in accordance with section 3503.21 of the Revi sed Code;

(4) Specifying the persons authorized to add, delete, nodify,
or print records contained in the statew de voter registration

dat abase and to nake updates of that database;

(5) Establishing a process for annually auditing the
information contained in the statew de voter registration

dat abase;_

(6) Establishing a uniform nethod for addressing instances in

whi ch records contained in the statew de voter registration

dat abase do not conformw th records mai ntai ned by an agency

described in division (A)(2)(a) of this section.

(E) A board of elections promptly shall purge a voter's name
and voter registration information fromthe statew de voter
regi strati on database in accordance with the rul es adopted by the
secretary of state under division (D)(3) of this section after the
cancellation of a voter's registration under section 3503.21 of
the Revi sed Code.

(F) The secretary of state shall provide training in the
operation of the statew de voter registration database to each
board of elections and to any persons authorized by the secretary
of state to add, delete, nodify, or print database records, and to

conduct updates of the database.

(G (1) The statew de voter registration database established
under this section shall be nade available on a web site of the

office of the secretary of state as foll ows:

(a) Except as otherw se provided in division (G (1)(b) of
this section, enly the following information fromthe statew de
voter registration database regarding a regi stered voter shall be

made avail able on the web site:
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(i) The voter's nane;

(ii) The voter's address;

(iii) The voter's precinct nunber;
(iv) The voter's voting history.

(b) During the thirty days before the day of a primary or
general election, the web site interface of the statew de voter
regi strati on database shall permit a voter to search for the

polling location at which that voter nmay cast a ballot.

(2) The secretary of state shall establish, by rul e adopted
under Chapter 119. of the Revised Code, a process for boards of
el ections to notify the secretary of state of changes in the
| ocations of precinct polling places for the purpose of updating
the informati on made avail able on the secretary of state's web
site under division (G (1)(b) of this section. Those rul es shal
require a board of elections, during the thirty days before the
day of a primary or general election, to notify the secretary of
state within one business day of any change to the location of a

precinct polling place within the county.

(3) During the thirty days before the day of a primary or
general election, not |ater than one business day after receiving
a notification froma county pursuant to division (G (2) of this
section that the location of a precinct polling place has changed,
the secretary of state shall update that information on the
secretary of state's web site for the purpose of division
(9 (1)(b) of this section.

Sec. 3503.18. (A (1) The director of health shall file with

the secretary of state, at |east once each nonth., the nanes,

social security nunbers, dates of birth, dates of death, and

resi dences of all persons, over eighteen yvears of age, who have

died within this state or another state within such nonth.
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(2) The secretary of state and the director of health shall

jointly establish a secure electronic systemthrough which they

shal | exchange the information described in division (A (1) of

this section regarding the death of a reqgistered el ector.

(B) At |east once each nonth, each probate judge in this
state shall file with the board of elections the nanes and
resi dence addresses of all persons over eighteen years of age who
have been adj udi cated i nconpetent for the purpose of voting, as
provided in section 5122. 301 of the Revised Code. At

(C) At least once each nonth the clerk of the court of conmon
pl eas shall file with the board the nanes and resi dence addresses
of all persons who have been convicted during the previous nonth
of crimes that woul d disfranchi se such persons under existing | aws
of the state. Reports of conviction of crimes under the | aws of
the United States that woul d disfranchise an elector and that are
provided to the secretary of state by any United States attorney
shall be forwarded by the secretary of state to the appropriate

board of el ections.

(D) Upon receiving a report required by this section, the
board of elections shall pronmptly cancel the registration of each

el ector named in the report in accordance with section 3503.21 of

the Revised Code. If the report contains a residence address of an

el ector in a county other than the county in which the board of
el ections is located, the director shall pronptly send a copy of

the report to the appropriate board of el ections, which shal

cancel the registration in accordance with that section

Sec. 3503.20. (A The secretary of state. by rule adopted

under Chapter 119. of the Revised Code, shall establish a secure

online process for voter reqgistration. The rules shall provide for

all of the follow ng:

(1) An applicant to subnit a voter registration application
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to the secretary of state online through the internet;

(2) The online applicant to be reqgistered to vote, if all of

the foll owi ng apply:

(a) The application contains all of the required information,

including the last four digits of the applicant's social security

nunber ;

(b) The applicant is qualified to reqgister to vote; and

(c) The applicant attests to the truth and accuracy of the

information submtted in the online application under penalty of

election falsification using the applicant's Chio driver's |license

nunber or the nunber of the applicant's Chio identification card

as proof of the applicant's identity.

(B) If an individual reqgisters to vote or a regqgistered

el ector updates the elector's nane, address, or both under this

section, the secretary of state shall obtain an el ectronic copy of

the applicant's or elector's signature that is on file with the

bureau of nmptor vehicles. That el ectronic signature shall be used

as the applicant's or elector's signature on voter registration

records, for all election and signature-natchi ng purposes.

(C) The secretary of state shall enpl oy whatever security

neasures the secretary considers necessary to ensure the inteqgrity

and accuracy of voter registration information submtted

electronically pursuant to this section. Errors in processing

voter reqgistration applications in the online systemshall not

prevent an applicant frombecom ng reqgistered or fromvoting.

(D) The online voter registration application established

under _division (A of this section shall include the foll ow ng
| anguage:
"By clicking the box below, | affirmall of the foll ow ng

under penalty of election falsification, which is punishable by a
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maxi mum sent ence of inprisonnent for twelve nonths and a fine of

$2, 500:

(1) | amthe person whose nane and identifying information is

provided on this form and | desire to register to vote, or update

ny voter reqgistration, in the State of Chio.

(2) All of the information | have provided on this formis

true and correct as of the date | amsubmtting this form

(3) | authorize the Bureau of Mdtor Vehicles to transnmt to

the Chio Secretary of State ny signature that is on file with the

Bur eau of Mdtor Vehicles, and | understand and agree that the

signature transnmtted by the Bureau of Mtor Vehicles will be used

by the Secretary of State to validate this electronic voter

regi stration application as if | had signed this formpersonally."

In order to reqgister to vote or update a voter reqgistration

under division (A of this section, an applicant or el ector shal

be required to mark the box in the online voter registration

application that appears in conjunction with the previous

statenent .

(E) The online voter registration process established under

division (A of this section shall be in operation and avail abl e

for use by individuals who wish to register to vote or update

their voter registration information online not |ater than the

first day of July occurring not fewer than one hundred twenty days

after the effective date of this section. During the period

beai nni ng twenty-ni ne days before the day of an el ection and

ending on the day of the election, the online voter registration

system shall display a notice indicating that the applicant w ||

not be reqgistered to vote for the purposes of that el ection.

Sec. 3503.21. (A) The registration of a registered el ector

shall be cancel ed upon the occurrence of any of the follow ng:
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(1) The filing by a registered elector of a witten request 322
with a board of elections, on a formprescribed by the secretary 323
of state and signed by the elector, that the registration be 324
cancel ed. The filing of such a request does not prohibit an 325
ot herwi se qualified elector fromreregistering to vote at any 326
tinme. 327
(2) The filing of a notice of the death of a reqgistered 328
el ector as provided in section 3503.18 of the Revised Code; 329
(3) The filing with the board of elections of a certified 330
copy of the death certificate of a reqgistered elector by the 331
deceased elector's spouse, parent, or child, by the adm nistrator 332
of the deceased elector's estate, or by the executor of the 333
deceased elector's will; 334
(4) The conviction of the registered elector of a felony 335
under the laws of this state, any other state, or the United 336
States as provided in section 2961. 01 of the Revised Code; 337
33(5) The adjudication of inconpetency of the registered 338
el ector for the purpose of voting as provided in section 5122. 301 339
of the Revised Code; 340
53(6) The change of residence of the registered elector to a 341
| ocation outside the county of registration in accordance with 342
division (B) of this section; 343
63(7) The failure of the registered elector, after having 344
been mailed a confirmation notice, to do either of the follow ng: 345
(a) Respond to such a notice and vote at |east once during a 346
period of four consecutive years, which period shall include two 347
general federal elections; 348
(b) Update the elector's registration and vote at | east once 349
during a period of four consecutive years, which period shall 350

i nclude two general federal elections. 351
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(B)(1) The secretary of state shall prescribe procedures to
identify and cancel the registration in a prior county of
resi dence of any regi strant who changes the registrant's voting
residence to a |location outside the registrant's current county of
regi stration. Any procedures prescribed in this division shall be
uni form and nondi scrim natory, and shall conply with the Voting
Ri ghts Act of 1965. The secretary of state nmy prescribe
procedures under this division that include the use of the
nati onal change of address service provided by the United States
postal systemthrough its |licensees. Any program so prescribed
shall be conpleted not later than ninety days prior to the date of

any primary or general election for federal office.

(2) The registration of any elector identified as having
changed the elector's voting residence to a |ocation outside the
el ector's current county of registration shall not be cancel ed
unless the registrant is sent a confirnation notice on a form
prescribed by the secretary of state and the registrant fails to
respond to the confirmati on notice or otherw se update the
registration and fails to vote in any election during the period
of two federal elections subsequent to the mailing of the

confirmati on notice.

(C© The registration of a registered elector shall not be
cancel ed except as provided in this section, division (Q of
section 3501.05 of the Revised Code, division (C)(2) of section
3503. 19 of the Revised Code, or division (C) of section 3503.24 of
t he Revi sed Code.

(D) Boards of elections shall send their voter registration
information to the secretary of state as required under section

3503. 15 of the Revi sed Code. The secretary of state may prescribe

by rul e adopted pursuant to section 111.15 of the Revi sed Code the

format in which the boards of elections nust send that information

to the secretary of state. In the first quarter of each
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edd-nunbered year, the secretary of state shall send the
information to the national change of address service described in
division (B) of this section and request that service to provide
the secretary of state with a list of any voters sent by the
secretary of state who have noved within the | ast thirty-six
twel ve nonths. The secretary of state shall transmt to each
appropriate board of elections whatever lists the secretary of
state receives fromthat service. The board shall send a notice to
each person on the list transnitted by the secretary of state
requesting confirmation of the person's change of address,
together with a postage prepaid, preaddressed return envel ope
containing a formon which the voter may verify or correct the

change of address information.

(E) The registration of a registered el ector described in
division (A {63(7) or (B)(2) of this section shall be cancel ed not
| ater than one hundred twenty days after the date of the second
general federal election in which the elector fails to vote or not
| ater than one hundred twenty days after the expiration of the
four-year period in which the elector fails to vote or respond to

a confirmati on notice, whichever is |ater.

(F)(1) When a reqgistration is cancel ed pursuant to division

(AY(2) or (3) of this section, the applicable board of el ections

shall send a witten notice, on a formprescribed by the secretary

of state, to the address at which the elector was redgistered,

informng the recipient that the elector's reqgistration has been

cancel ed, of the reason for the cancellation. and that if the

cancellation was nade in error, the elector may contact the board

of elections to correct the error.

(2) If an elector's reqgistration is cancel ed pursuant to

division (A (2) or (3) of this section in error, it shall be

restored and treated as though it were never cancel ed.
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Sec. 3503.22. A board of elections may send an acknow edgnment

notice as prescribed by the secretary of state to any registered

elector at any tine to facilitate the mai ntenance and accuracy of

the statewi de voter registration database.

Sec. 3509.031. (A The secretary of state. by rule adopted

under Chapter 119. of the Revised Code, shall establish a secure

online process for applying to vote by absent voter's ballots. The

rules shall provide for all of the follow ng:

(1) An elector to submit an application to vote by absent

voter's ballots online through the internet;

(2) The elector to be sent proper absent voter's ballots for

the applicable election, if all of the foll owi ng apply:

(a) The application contains all of the required information;

(b) The elector is reqgistered to vote and eligible to vote in

the election for which the elector is seeking absent voter's

bal | ot s;

(c) The elector attests to the truth and accuracy of the

information submtted in the online application under penalty of

election falsification using the last four digits of the elector's

social security nunber and either the elector's OGhio driver's

| i cense nunber or the elector's OGhio identification card nunber as

proof of the elector's identity.

(B) If an elector applies to vote by absent voter's ballots

under this section, the secretary of state shall obtain an

el ectronic copy of the elector's signature that is on file with

the statewi de voter registration database. That el ectronic

signature shall be used as the elector's signature on the absent

voter's ballot application, for the purpose of matching the

signature with the elector's signature on the elector's voter

registration record.
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(C) The secretary of state shall enpl oy whatever security

neasures the secretary considers necessary to ensure the integrity

and accuracy of information subnmitted electronically pursuant to

this section. Errors in processing applications for absent voter's

ballots in the online systemshall not prevent an el ector from

recei ving absent voter's ballots.

(D) The online absent voter's ballot application established

under division (A of this section shall include the foll ow ng
| anguage:
"By clicking the box below, | affirmall of the foll owi ng

under penalty of election falsification, which is punishable by a

nmaxi mum sent ence of inprisonnent for twelve nonths and a fine of

$2, 500:

(1) | amthe person whose nane and identifying information is

provided on this form and | wish to receive an absent voter's

ballot for the specified election.

(2) Al of the information | have provided on this formis

true and correct as of the date | amsubmtting this form

(3) | authorize the Chio Secretary of State to use ny

signature that is on file with the statewi de voter reqgistration

dat abase to validate this electronic absent voter's ball ot

application as if | had signed this form personally."

In order to apply for absent voter's ballots under division

(A) of this section, an elector shall be required to mark the box

in the online absent voter's ballot application that appears in

conjunction with the previ ous statenent.

(E) The online absent voter's ballot application process

shall informthe applicant that the board of el ections nust

receive the conpleted application not later than twelve noon of

the third day before the day of the election at which the ballots

are to be voted.
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(F) The online absent voter's ballot application process

establ i shed under division (A) of this section shall be in

operation and available for use by individuals who wish to apply

to vote by absent voter's ballots not later than the first day of

July occurring not fewer than one hundred twenty days after the

effective date of this section.

Section 2. That existing sections 3503. 14, 3503.15, 3503.18,
and 3503. 21 of the Revised Code are hereby repeal ed.
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