As Introduced

130th General Assembly
Regular Session

2013-2014

Senator Turner

S. B. No. 20

Cosponsors: Senators Brown, Gentile, Kearney, Sawyer, Schiavoni,

Skindell, Tavares

A BILL

To anend sections 3.02, 7.101, 302.09, 305.02,

503. 24, 733. 31,

3501.
3501.
3501.
3501.
3501.
3503.
3503.
3503.
3505.
3505.
3505.
3505.
3506.
35009.
35009.
3511.
3513.
3513.
3517.
3599.

01,
10,
20,
29,
33,
06,
16,
26,
08,
17,
20,
27,
08,
01,
07,
05,
13,
31,

11,

3501.
3501.
3501.
3501.
3501.
3503.
3503.
3503.
3505.
3505.
3505.
3505.
3506.
35009.
3509.
3511.
3513.
3515.

02,
11,
22,
30,
35,
09,
18,
28,
10,
18,
21,
29,
09,
03,
08,
09,

131,

3501.
3501.
3501.
3501.
3501.
3503.
3503.
3505.
3505.
3505.
3505.
3505.
3506.
35009.
3511.
3511.

1901. 10, 2101. 44, 2301.02,

05, 3501.051, 3501.053,
13, 3501.17, 3501.18,
26, 3501.27, 3501. 28,
301, 3501.31, 3501.32,

37,
10,
19,
03,
11,

3501.
3503.
3503.
3505.
3505.

38, 3503.02,
14, 3503. 15,
21, 3503. 24,
04, 3505. 06,
13, 3505. 16,

181, 3505.182, 3505. 183,

23,
30,
12,
04,
02,
11,

3505.
3505.
3506.
35009.
3511.
3511.

24, 3505. 26,
31, 3506. 05,
15, 3506. 21,
05, 3509. 06,
021, 3511. 04,
14, 3513. 05,

3513. 14, 3513.19, 3513.21
04, 3515.08, 3517.01, 3517.012,
014, 3517.015, 3517.106, 3517.11, 3599. 07,

3599. 17, 3599. 19,

and 3599. 31, to enact

© 00 N O o A~ W N P

N NN P PR R R R R R B R
N B O © © ~N ©®© 00 A W N Rk O



S.B. No. 20

As Introduced
sections 3501.302, 3501.40, 3501.50, 3501.91
3503. 151, 3503. 20, 3505.05, 3505.184, 3506.021,
3506. 17, 3509.031, 3509.032, and 3511.012, and to
repeal sections 3503.29, 3506.16, 3517.016, and
3599. 111 of the Revised Code to revise the

El ecti on Law.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 3.02, 7.101, 302.09, 305.02, 503. 24,
733.31, 1901.10, 2101.44, 2301.02, 3501.01, 3501.02, 3501.05,
3501. 051, 3501.053, 3501.10, 3501.11, 3501.13, 3501.17, 3501.18,
3501. 20, 3501.22, 3501.26, 3501.27, 3501.28, 3501.29, 3501. 30,
3501. 301, 3501.31, 3501.32, 3501.33, 3501.35, 3501.37, 3501. 38,
3503. 02, 3503.06, 3503.09, 3503.10, 3503.14, 3503.15, 3503.16,
3503. 18, 3503.19, 3503.21, 3503.24, 3503.26, 3503.28, 3505.03,
3505. 04, 3505.06, 3505.08, 3505.10, 3505.11, 3505.13, 3505. 16,
3505. 17, 3505.18, 3505.181, 3505.182, 3505.183, 3505.20, 3505.21
3505. 23, 3505. 24, 3505.26, 3505.27, 3505.29, 3505.30, 3505.31
3506. 05, 3506.08, 3506.09, 3506.12, 3506.15, 3506.21, 3509.01
3509. 03, 3509. 04, 3509.05, 3509.06, 3509.07, 3509.08, 3511.02,
3511. 021, 3511.04, 3511.05, 3511.09, 3511.11, 3511. 14, 3513. 05,
3513. 13, 3513.131, 3513.14, 3513.19, 3513.21, 3513.31, 3515. 04,
3515. 08, 3517.01, 3517.012, 3517.014, 3517.015, 3517.106, 3517.11
3599. 07, 3599. 11, 3599.17, 3599.19, and 3599. 31, be anended and
sections 3501.302, 3501.40, 3501.50, 3501.91, 3503.151, 3503. 20,
3505. 05, 3505. 184, 3506.021, 3506.17, 3509.031, 3509.032, and
3511. 012 of the Revised Code be enacted to read as foll ows:

Sec. 3.02. (A Wien an elective office becones vacant and is
filled by appoi ntnent, such appointee shall hold the office unti
the appointee's successor is elected and qualified; and such

successor shall be elected for the unexpired term at the first
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general election for the office which is vacant that occurs nore
than Hfty-six forty days after the vacancy has occurred; provided
that when the unexpired termends within one year inmrediately

foll owing the date of such general election, an election to fil
such unexpired termshall not be held and the appoi ntnent shall be

for such unexpired term

(B) When an el ective office beconmes vacant and is filled by
appoi ntment, the appointing authority shall, inmediately but no
| ater than seven days after mmking the appointnent, certify it to
the board of elections and to the secretary of state. The board of
el ections or, in the case of an appointnent to a statew de office,
the secretary of state shall issue a certificate of appointnment to
t he appointee. Certificates of appointnent shall be in such form

as the secretary of state shall prescribe.

(© Wien an elected candidate fails to qualify for the office
to which the candi date has been el ected, the office shall be
filled as in the case of a vacancy. Until so filled, the incunbent
officer shall continue to hold office. This section does not
post pone the tine for such el ection beyond that at which it would
have been held had no such vacancy occurred, or affect the
official term or the tinme for the comrencenent thereof, of any
person el ected to such office before the occurrence of such

vacancy.

Sec. 7.101. For publication of proposed anendnents to the

Ohi 0 eonstitution Constitution, ballot |anguage, and expl anations

and argunents both for and agai nst proposed anmendnments, referenda,
or laws proposed by initiative petitions, publishers of newspapers
may charge and receive rates charged on annual contracts by them
for a like anbunt of space to other advertisers who advertise in

its general display advertising colums.

Legal advertising of proposed anmendnents to the constitution
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shall be printed in display formand shall neet the foll ow ng
specifications. The advertisenments shall contain a headline
entitled "proposed anendnent to the Onhi o eenstitution
Constitution” printed in not smaller than thirty point type. The

bal | ot | anguage, and expl anati ons and argunents both for and

agai nst the proposed anendments, shall be printed in type not
smal | er than ten point type. For referenda and | aws proposed by
initiative petitions, the advertisenent shall contain a headline
entitled "referendunt or, when appropriate, "proposed |aw' printed
in not smaller than thirty point type. Al advertisenents shal
contain such normal spaces and bl anks as contribute to clarity and
under standi ng and the entire section of each publication shall be
encl osed by a black border line of the sanme point type size as
corresponds to the type size of the ballot |anguage. The notice
shall be printed in two or nore colums if necessary to contribute
to clarity or understanding or if necessary to accommbdate the

bl ack border outli ne.

Al'l legal advertisenments or notices under this section shall

be printed in newspapers published in the English | anguage only.

Sec. 302.09. When a vacancy occurs in the board of county
comri ssioners or in the office of county auditor, county
treasurer, prosecuting attorney, clerk of the court of common
pl eas, sheriff, county recorder, county engi neer, or coroner nore
than £Hfty-six forty days before the next general election for
state and county officers, the vacancy shall be filled as provided
for in divisions (A and (B) of section 305.02 of the Revised
Code.

Sec. 305.02. (A) If a vacancy in the office of county
comm ssi oner, prosecuting attorney, county auditor, county
treasurer, clerk of the court of common pleas, sheriff, county

recorder, county engineer, or coroner occurs nore than Hfty-six
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forty days before the next general election for state and county
officers, a successor shall be elected at such election for the
unexpired term unl ess such termexpires within one year

i Mmediately following the date of such general election.

In either event, the vacancy shall be filled as provided in
this section and the appointee shall hold office until a successor

is elected and qualifi ed.

(B) If a vacancy occurs fromany cause in any of the offices
naned in division (A of this section, the county central
committee of the political party with which the | ast occupant of
the office was affiliated shall appoint a person to hold the
office and to performthe duties thereof until a successor is
el ected and has qualified, except that if such vacancy occurs
because of the death, resignation, or inability to take the office
of an officer-elect whose termhas not yet begun, an appoi nt ment
to take such office at the beginning of the termshall be nmade by
the central committee of the political party with which such

officer-elect was affili ated.

(© Not less than five nor nore than forty-five days after a
vacancy occurs, the county central conmittee shall neet for the
pur pose of maki ng an appoi ntnent under this section. Not |ess than
four days before the date of such neeting the chairperson or
secretary of such central comrittee shall send by first class mil
to every nenber of such central comrittee a witten notice which
shall state the tine and place of such neeting and the purpose
thereof. A majority of the nenbers of the central comittee

present at such neeting may make the appoi ntment.

(D) If the | ast occupant of the office or the officer-elect
was el ected as an i ndependent candi date, the board of county
conmm ssioners shall make such appointnent at the tinme when the
vacancy occurs, except where the vacancy is in the office of

county commi ssioner, in which case the prosecuting attorney and
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the remai ning conm ssioners or a mpjority of themshall nake the

appoi nt ment .

(E) Appoi ntnments nmade under this section shall be certified
by the appointing county central committee or by the board of
county commi ssioners to the county board of elections and to the
secretary of state, and the persons so appointed and certified
shall be entitled to all renuneration provided by |aw for the

of fices to which they are appointed.

(F) The board of county conm ssioners nay appoint a person to
hold any of the offices nanmed in division (A) of this section as
an acting officer and to performthe duties thereof between the
occurrence of the vacancy and the time when the officer appointed

by the central conmittee qualifies and takes the office.

(G A person appointed prosecuting attorney or assistant
prosecuting attorney shall give bond and take the oath of office
prescribed by section 309.03 of the Revised Code for the

prosecuting attorney.

Sec. 503.24. If there is a vacancy by reason of the
nonaccept ance, death, or renoval of a person chosen to an office
in any township at the regular election, or if there is a vacancy
fromany ot her cause, the board of township trustees shall appoint
a person having the qualifications of an elector to fill such

vacancy for the unexpired termor until a successor is elected.

If a township is without a board or if no appointnent is nade
within thirty days after the occurrence of a vacancy, a ngjority
of the persons designated as the conmittee of five on the
last-filed nom nating petition of the township officer whose
vacancy is to be filled who are residents of the townshi p shal
appoi nt a person having the qualifications of an elector to fill
the vacancy for the unexpired termor until a successor is

elected. If at least three of the commttee nenbers who are
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residents of the township cannot be found, or if that nunber of
such nenbers fails to nake an appointnent within ten days after
the thirty-day period in which the board of township trustees is
aut hori zed to nake an appoi ntnent, then the presiding probate
judge of the county shall appoint a suitable person having the
qualifications of an elector in the towship to fill the vacancy

for the unexpired termor until a successor is elected.

If a vacancy occurs in a township elective office nore than
fHty-six forty days before the next general election for
nmuni ci pal and township officers a successor shall be chosen at
that election to fill the unexpired term provided the term does
not expire within one year fromthe day of the election. If the
termexpires within one year fromthe day of the next genera
el ection for municipal and township officers, a successor
appoi nted pursuant to this section shall serve out the unexpired

term

Sec. 733.31. (A Unless otherw se provided by |aw, vacancies
arising in appointive and el ective offices of villages shall be
filled by appointnment by the mayor for the remminder of the

unexpired term provided that:

(1) Vacancies in the office of nayor shall be filled in the

manner provi ded by section 733.25 of the Revi sed Code;

(2) Vacancies in the nenbership of the legislative authority
shall be filled in the manner provided by section 731.43 of the
Revi sed Code;

(3) Vacancies in the office of president pro tenpore of a
village legislative authority shall be filled in the manner
provi ded by section 731.11 of the Revised Code.

In the event of a vacancy in the office of village clerk or

treasurer, the mayor nmay appoint a person to serve as an acting
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officer to performthe duties of the office until a pernanent

officer is appointed to fill the vacancy.

(B) Unl ess otherw se provided by |aw, vacancies arising in
appoi ntive offices of cities shall be filled by appointnment by the

mayor for the renai nder of the unexpired term

(© A vacancy in the office of president of the legislative
authority of a city shall be filled in the same manner as provi ded
in division (D) of this section. Vacancies in the office of mayor
of a city shall be filled in the nanner provided in section 733.08
of the Revised Code. Vacancies in the nmenbership of the
| egislative authority of a city shall be filled in the nanner
provi ded in section 731.43 of the Revised Code.

(D) In case of the death, resignation, renoval, or disability
of the director of law, auditor, or treasurer of a city and such
vacancy occurs nore than £fty-six forty days before the next
general election for such office, a successor shall be elected at
such el ection for the unexpired termunless such term expires
within one year imediately follow ng the date of such genera
el ection. In either event, the vacancy shall be filled as provided
in this section and the appointee shall hold office until a

successor is elected and qualified.

(1) The county central conmittee of the political party with
which the last occupant of the office was affiliated, acting
through its nmenbers who reside in the city where the vacancy
occurs, shall appoint a person to hold the office and to perform
the duties thereof until a successor is elected and has qualified,
except that if such vacancy occurs because of the death,
resignation, or inability to take the office of an officer-elect
whose term has not yet begun, an appointnent to take such office
at the beginning of the termshall be made by the nenbers of the

central conmittee who reside in the city where the vacancy occurs.
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(2) Not less than five nor nore than forty-five days after a
vacancy occurs, the county central committee, acting through its
nmenbers who reside in the city where the vacancy occurs, shal
nmeet for the purpose of making an appointnment. Not |ess than four
days before the date of the neeting the chairperson or secretary
of the central conmttee shall send by first class mail to every
nmenber of such central commttee who resides in the city where the
vacancy occurs a witten notice which shall state the tinme and
pl ace of such neeting and the purpose thereof. A mgjority of the
nenbers of the central conmittee present at such neeting nay nmake

t he appoi nt nent.

(E) If the last occupant of the office or the officer-elect,
as provided in division (D) of this section, was el ected as an
i ndependent candi date, the mayor of the city shall nake the

appoi ntrent at the tinme the vacancy occurs.

(F) Appointnments nmade under this section shall be certified
by the appointing county central comittee or by the nayor of the
muni ci pal corporation to the county board of elections and to the
secretary of state. The persons so appointed and certified shal
be entitled to all remuneration provided by law for the offices to

whi ch they are appoi nted.

(G The nmayor of the city may appoint a person to hold the
city office of director of law, auditor, or treasurer as an acting
officer and to performthe duties thereof between the occurrence
of the vacancy and the tine when the person appointed by the

central conmittee qualifies and takes the office.

Sec. 1901.10. (A)(1)(a) The judges of the municipal court and
officers of the court shall take an oath of office as provided in
section 3.23 of the Revised Code. The office of judge of the
nmuni ci pal court is subject to forfeiture, and the judge nmay be

renoved fromoffice, for the causes and by the procedure provided
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in sections 3.07 to 3.10 of the Revised Code. A vacancy in the

of fice of judge exists upon the death, resignation, forfeiture,
renoval fromoffice, or absence fromofficial duties for a period
of six consecutive nonths, as determ ned under this section, of
the judge and al so by reason of the expiration of the termof an
i ncunbent when no successor has been elected or qualified. The
chief justice of the suprene court may designate a judge of

anot her nunicipal court to act until that vacancy is filled in
accordance with section 107.08 of the Revised Code. A vacancy
resulting fromthe absence of a judge fromofficial duties for a
period of six consecutive nonths shall be determ ned and decl ared

by the |l egislative authority.

(b) If a vacancy occurs in the office of judge or clerk of
the munici pal court after the one-hundredth day before the first
Tuesday after the first Monday in May and prior to the £Hfty-sixth
fortieth day before the day of the general election, al
candi dates for election to the unexpired termof the judge or
clerk shall file nominating petitions with the board of el ections
not later than four p.m on the tenth day foll owing the day on
whi ch the vacancy occurs, except that, when the vacancy occurs
fewer than feur six days before the H¥fty-sixth fortieth day
before the general election, the deadline for filing shall be four
p.m on the H¥f+eth thirty-sixth day before the day of the

general election

(c) Each nonminating petition referred to in division
(A (1)(b) of this section shall be in the formprescribed in
section 3513.261 of the Revised Code and shall be signed by at
least fifty qualified electors of the territory of the mnunici pal
court. No nom nating petition shall be accepted for filing or
filed if it appears on its face to contain signatures aggregating
in number nore than tw ce the mni num aggregate nunber of

signhatures required by this section.

Page 10

269
270
271
272
273
274
275
276
277
278
279
280

281
282
283
284
285
286
287
288
289
290
291
292

293
294
295
296
297
298
299
300



S. B. No. 20
As Introduced

(2) If a judge of a municipal court that has only one judge
is tenporarily absent, incapacitated, or otherw se unavail abl e,
the judge may appoint a substitute who has the qualifications
requi red by section 1901. 06 of the Revised Code or a retired judge
of a court of record who is a qualified elector and a resident of
the territory of the court. If the judge is unable to nmake the
appoi ntment, the chief justice of the suprene court shall appoint
a substitute. The appointee shall serve during the absence,
i ncapacity, or unavailability of the incunbent, shall have the
jurisdiction and powers conferred upon the judge of the mnunicipa
court, and shall be styled "acting judge." During that tine of
service, the acting judge shall sign all process and records and
shall performall acts pertaining to the office, except that of
renmoval and appoi ntrment of officers of the court. Al courts shall
take judicial notice of the selection and powers of the acting
judge. The incunbent judge shall establish the anmount of
conmpensation of an acting judge upon either a per diem hourly, or
ot her basis, but the rate of pay shall not exceed the per diem

anmount received by the incunbent judge.

(B) When the volunme of cases pending in any nunicipal court
necessitates an additional judge, the chief justice of the suprene
court, upon the witten request of the judge or presiding judge of
that nunicipal court, may designate a judge of another rmuni ci pal
court or county court to serve for any period of time that the
chief justice may prescribe. The conpensation of a judge so
desi gnated shall be paid fromthe city treasury or, in the case of
a county-operated nunicipal court, fromthe county treasury. In
addition to the annual salary provided for in section 1901.11 of
the Revised Code and in addition to any conpensati on under
division (A)(5) or (6) of section 141.04 of the Revised Code to
which the judge is entitled in connection with the judge's own
court, a full-tinme or part-tine judge while holding court outside

the judge's territory on the designation of the chief justice
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shal | receive actual and necessary expenses and conpensation as

foll ows:

(1) Afull-time judge shall receive thirty dollars for each

day of the assignnent.

(2) A part-tinme judge shall receive for each day of the
assi gnnment the per di em conpensation of the judges of the court to
which the judge is assigned, less the per diemanount paid to
those judges pursuant to section 141.04 of the Revised Code,
cal cul ated on the basis of two hundred fifty working days per

year.

If a request is nmade by a judge or the presiding judge of a
muni ci pal court to designate a judge of another nunicipal court
because of the volunme of cases in the court for which the request
is made and the chief justice reports, in witing, that no
nmuni ci pal or county court judge is available to serve hy
desi gnation, the judges of the court requesting the designation
may appoint a substitute as provided in division (A (2) of this
section, who may serve for any period of tine that is prescribed
by the chief justice. The substitute judge shall be paid in the
same manner and at the sanme rate as the incunbent judges, except
that, if the substitute judge is entitled to conpensation under
division (A)(5) or (6) of section 141.04 of the Revised Code, then
section 1901. 121 of the Revised Code shall govern its paynent.

Sec. 2101.44. The el ection upon the question of conbining the
probate court and the court of comon pleas shall be conducted as

provi ded for the election of county officers.

The board of eleetion elections shall provide separate
bal | ots, ballet—boxes— tally sheets, blanks, stationery, and al
such other supplies as may be necessary in the conduct of such

el ecti on.
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Bal |l ots shall be printed with an affirmative and negative

statenent thereon, as follows:

The probate court and the
court of comron pl eas shal
be conbi ned.

The probate court and the
court of common pl eas shal

not be conbi ned.

Returns of said election shall be nmade and canvassed at the
sanme tine and in the same nmanner as an el ection for county
of ficers. The board shall certify the result of said election to
the secretary of state, to the probate judge of said county, and
to the judge of the court of common pleas, and such result shal
be spread upon the journal of the probate court and of the court

of comon pl eas.

If a mpjority of the votes cast at such an election are in
favor of conbining said courts, such courts shall stand conbi ned
upon determ nation of the fact that a majority of the persons
voting upon the question of the conbination of such courts voted

in favor of such conbi nati on

Sec. 2301.02. The nunber of judges of the court of common
pl eas for each county, the time for the next election of the
judges in the several counties, and the beginning of their terns

shall be as foll ows:

(A) In Adans, Ashland, Fayette, and Pi ke counties, one judge,
el ected in 1956, termto begin February 9, 1957;

In Brown, Crawford, Defiance, Hi ghland, Hol nes, Morgan,

O tawa, and Union counties, one judge, to be elected in 1954, term
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to begin February 9, 1955;

In Augl ai ze county, one judge, to be elected in 1956, termto

begi n January 9, 1957;

In Coshocton, Darke, Fulton, Gllia, Quernsey, Hardin,
Jackson, Knox, Madison, Mercer, Monroe, Paulding, Vinton, and
Wandot counties, one judge, to be elected in 1956, termto begin
January 1, 1957;

In Morrow county, two judges, one to be elected in 1956, term
to begin January 1, 1957, and one to be elected in 2006, termto

begi n January 1, 2007,

In Logan county, two judges, one to be elected in 1956, term
to begin January 1, 1957, and one to be elected in 2004, termto

begi n January 2, 2005;

In Carroll, Cinton, Hocking, Migs, Pickaway, Preble,
Shel by, Van Wert, and Wl lians counties, one judge, to be el ected

in 1952, termto begin January 1, 1953;

I n Chanpai gn county, two judges, one to be elected in 1952,
termto begin January 1, 1953, and one to be elected in 2008, term
to begin February 10, 2009—_

In Harrison and Nobl e counties, one judge, to be elected in
1954, termto begin April 18, 1955;

In Henry county, two judges, one to be elected in 1956, term
to begin May 9, 1957, and one to be elected in 2004, termto begin
January 1, 2005;

I n Put nam county, one judge, to be elected in 1956, termto
begin May 9, 1957,

In Huron county, one judge, to be elected in 1952, termto
begin May 14, 1953;

In Perry county, one judge, to be elected in 1954, termto
begin July 6, 1956;
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I n Sandusky county, two judges, one to be elected in 1954,
termto begin February 10, 1955, and one to be elected in 1978,
termto begin January 1, 1979+,

(B) In Allen county, three judges, one to be elected in 1956,
termto begin February 9, 1957, the second to be elected in 1958,
termto begin January 1, 1959, and the third to be elected in
1992, termto begin January 1, 1993;

In Ashtabul a county, three judges, one to be elected in 1954,
termto begin February 9, 1955, one to be elected in 1960, termto
begin January 1, 1961, and one to be elected in 1978, termto
begi n January 2, 1979;

In Athens county, two judges, one to be elected in 1954, term
to begin February 9, 1955, and one to be elected in 1990, termto
begin July 1, 1991;

In Erie county, four judges, one to be elected in 1956, term
to begin January 1, 1957, the second to be elected in 1970, term
to begin January 2, 1971, the third to be elected in 2004, termto
begin January 2, 2005, and the fourth to be elected in 2008, term
to begin February 9, 2009;

In Fairfield county, three judges, one to be elected in 1954,
termto begin February 9, 1955, the second to be elected in 1970,
termto begin January 1, 1971, and the third to be elected in
1994, termto begin January 2, 1995;

In Geauga county, two judges, one to be elected in 1956, term
to begin January 1, 1957, and the second to be elected in 1976,
termto begin January 6, 1977;

In Greene county, four judges, one to be elected in 1956,
termto begin February 9, 1957, the second to be elected in 1960,
termto begin January 1, 1961, the third to be elected in 1978,
termto begin January 2, 1979, and the fourth to be elected in
1994, termto begin January 1, 1995;
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I n Hancock county, two judges, one to be elected in 1952,
termto begin January 1, 1953, and the second to be elected in
1978, termto begin January 1, 1979;

In Lawrence county, two judges, one to be elected in 1954,
termto begin February 9, 1955, and the second to be elected in
1976, termto begin January 1, 1977;

In Marion county, three judges, one to be elected in 1952,
termto begin January 1, 1953, the second to be elected in 1976,
termto begin January 2, 1977, and the third to be elected in
1998, termto begin February 9, 1999;

In Medina county, three judges, one to be elected in 1956,
termto begin January 1, 1957, the second to be elected in 1966,
termto begin January 1, 1967, and the third to be elected in
1994, termto begin January 1, 1995;

In Mam county, two judges, one to be elected in 1954, term
to begin February 9, 1955, and one to be elected in 1970, termto
begin on January 1, 1971,

I n Muski ngum county, three judges, one to be elected in 1968,
termto begin August 9, 1969, one to be elected in 1978, termto
begin January 1, 1979, and one to be elected in 2002, termto

begi n January 2, 2003;

In Portage county, three judges, one to be elected in 1956,
termto begin January 1, 1957, the second to be elected in 1960,
termto begin January 1, 1961, and the third to be elected in
1986, termto begin January 2, 1987;

In Ross county, two judges, one to be elected in 1956, term
to begin February 9, 1957, and the second to be elected in 1976,
termto begin January 1, 1977,

In Scioto county, three judges, one to be elected in 1954,

termto begin February 10, 1955, the second to be elected in 1960,
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termto begin January 1, 1961, and the third to be elected in
1994, termto begin January 2, 1995;

In Seneca county, two judges, one to be elected in 1956, term
to begin January 1, 1957, and the second to be elected in 1986,
termto begin January 2, 1987;

In Warren county, four judges, one to be elected in 1954,
termto begin February 9, 1955, the second to be elected in 1970,
termto begin January 1, 1971, the third to be elected in 1986,
termto begin January 1, 1987, and the fourth to be elected in
2004, termto begin January 2, 2005;

I n Washi ngton county, two judges, one to be elected in 1952,
termto begin January 1, 1953, and one to be elected in 1986, term

to begin January 1, 1987;

In Whod county, three judges, one to be elected in 1968, term
begi nni ng January 1, 1969, the second to be elected in 1970, term
to begin January 2, 1971, and the third to be elected in 1990,
termto begin January 1, 1991

In Bel nont and Jefferson counties, two judges, to be el ected
in 1954, terns to begin January 1, 1955, and February 9, 1955,

respectively;

In dark county, four judges, one to be elected in 1952, term
to begin January 1, 1953, the second to be elected in 1956, term
to begin January 2, 1957, the third to be elected in 1986, termto
begin January 3, 1987, and the fourth to be elected in 1994, term
to begin January 2, 1995

In dernmont county, five judges, one to be elected in 1956,
termto begin January 1, 1957, the second to be elected in 1964,
termto begin January 1, 1965, the third to be elected in 1982,
termto begin January 2, 1983, the fourth to be elected in 1986,
termto begin January 2, 1987+, and the fifth to be elected in
2006, termto begin January 3, 2007;
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I n Col unbi ana county, two judges, one to be elected in 1952,
termto begin January 1, 1953, and the second to be elected in
1956, termto begin January 1, 1957;

In Del aware county, two judges, one to be elected in 1990,
termto begin February 9, 1991, the second to be elected in 1994,
termto begin January 1, 1995;

In Lake county, six judges, one to be elected in 1958, term
to begin January 1, 1959, the second to be elected in 1960, term
to begin January 2, 1961, the third to be elected in 1964, termto
begin January 3, 1965, the fourth and fifth to be elected in 1978,
ternms to begin January 4, 1979, and January 5, 1979, respectively,
and the sixth to be elected in 2000, termto begin January 6,

2001,

In Licking county, four judges, one to be elected in 1954,
termto begin February 9, 1955, one to be elected in 1964, termto
begin January 1, 1965, one to be elected in 1990, termto begin
January 1, 1991, and one to be elected in 2004, termto begin
January 1, 2005;

In Lorain county, nine judges, two to be elected in 1952,
terms to begin January 1, 1953, and January 2, 1953, respectively,
one to be elected in 1958, termto begin January 3, 1959, one to
be elected in 1968, termto begin January 1, 1969, two to be
elected in 1988, terns to begin January 4, 1989, and January 5,
1989, respectively, two to be elected in 1998, terns to begin
January 2, 1999, and January 3, 1999, respectively; and one to be
el ected in 2006, termto begin January 6, 2007;

In Butler county, eleven judges, one to be elected in 1956,
termto begin January 1, 1957; two to be elected in 1954, terms to
begi n January 1, 1955, and February 9, 1955, respectively; one to
be elected in 1968, termto begin January 2, 1969; one to be
elected in 1986, termto begin January 3, 1987; two to be el ected
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in 1988, terns to begin January 1, 1989, and January 2, 1989,

respectively; one to be elected in 1992, termto begin January 4,
1993; two to be elected in 2002, terns to begin January 2, 2003,
and January 3, 2003, respectively; and one to be elected in 2006,

termto begin January 3, 2007;

In Richland county, four judges, one to be elected in 1956,
termto begin January 1, 1957, the second to be elected in 1960,
termto begin February 9, 1961, the third to be elected in 1968,
termto begin January 2, 1969, and the fourth to be elected in
2004, termto begin January 3, 2005;

In Tuscarawas county, two judges, one to be elected in 1956,
termto begin January 1, 1957, and the second to be elected in
1960, termto begin January 2, 1961

In Wayne county, two judges, one to be elected in 1956, term
begi nni ng January 1, 1957, and one to be elected in 1968, termto

begi n January 2, 1969;

In Trunmbull county, six judges, one to be elected in 1952,
termto begin January 1, 1953, the second to be elected in 1954,
termto begin January 1, 1955, the third to be elected in 1956,
termto begin January 1, 1957, the fourth to be elected in 1964,
termto begin January 1, 1965, the fifth to be elected in 1976,
termto begin January 2, 1977, and the sixth to be elected in
1994, termto begin January 3, 1995;

(O In Cuyahoga county, thirty-nine judges; eight to be
elected in 1954, terms to begin on successive days beginning from
January 1, 1955, to January 7, 1955, and February 9, 1955,
respectively; eight to be elected in 1956, terns to begin on
successi ve days beginning from January 1, 1957, to January 8,
1957; three to be elected in 1952, terns to begin from January 1,
1953, to January 3, 1953; two to be elected in 1960, terns to
begin on January 8, 1961, and January 9, 1961, respectively; two
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to be elected in 1964, terns to begin January 4, 1965, and January
5, 1965, respectively; one to be elected in 1966, termto begin on
January 10, 1967; four to be elected in 1968, terms to begin on
successi ve days begi nning from January 9, 1969, to January 12,
1969; two to be elected in 1974, terns to begin on January 18,
1975, and January 19, 1975, respectively; five to be elected in
1976, terms to begin on successive days begi nning January 6, 1977,
to January 10, 1977; two to be elected in 1982, terns to begin
January 11, 1983, and January 12, 1983, respectively; and two to
be elected in 1986, terns to begin January 13, 1987, and January
14, 1987, respectively;

In Franklin county, twenty-two judges; two to be elected in
1954, terms to begin January 1, 1955, and February 9, 1955,
respectively; four to be elected in 1956, terns to begin January
1, 1957, to January 4, 1957; four to be elected in 1958, terns to
begin January 1, 1959, to January 4, 1959; three to be elected in
1968, ternms to begin January 5, 1969, to January 7, 1969; three to
be elected in 1976, terns to begin on successive days begi nni ng
January 5, 1977, to January 7, 1977; one to be elected in 1982,
termto begin January 8, 1983; one to be elected in 1986, termto
begi n January 9, 1987; two to be elected in 1990, terns to begin
July 1, 1991, and July 2, 1991, respectively; one to be elected in
1996, termto begin January 2, 1997; and one to be elected in
2004, termto begin July 1, 2005;

In Hami I ton county, twenty-one judges; eight to be elected in
1966, ternms to begin January 1, 1967, January 2, 1967, and from
February 9, 1967, to February 14, 1967, respectively; five to be
el ected in 1956, ternms to begin fromJanuary 1, 1957, to January
5, 1957; one to be elected in 1964, termto begin January 1, 1965;
one to be elected in 1974, termto begin January 15, 1975; one to
be elected in 1980, termto begin January 16, 1981; two to be

elected at large in the general election in 1982, terns to begin
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April 1, 1983; one to be elected in 1990, termto begin July 1,
1991; and two to be elected in 1996, terns to begin January 3,
1997, and January 4, 1997, respectively;

In Lucas county, fourteen judges; two to be elected in 1954,
terms to begin January 1, 1955, and February 9, 1955,
respectively; two to be elected in 1956, ternms to begin January 1,
1957, and Cctober 29, 1957, respectively; two to be elected in
1952, terns to begin January 1, 1953, and January 2, 1953,
respectively; one to be elected in 1964, termto begin January 3,
1965; one to be elected in 1968, termto begin January 4, 1969;
two to be elected in 1976, terns to begin January 4, 1977, and
January 5, 1977, respectively; one to be elected in 1982, termto
begin January 6, 1983; one to be elected in 1988, termto begin
January 7, 1989; one to be elected in 1990, termto begin January
2, 1991; and one to be elected in 1992, termto begin January 2,
1993;

I n Mahoni ng county, seven judges; three to be elected in
1954, terms to begin January 1, 1955, January 2, 1955, and
February 9, 1955, respectively; one to be elected in 1956, termto
begin January 1, 1957; one to be elected in 1952, termto begin
January 1, 1953; one to be elected in 1968, termto begin January
2, 1969; and one to be elected in 1990, termto begin July 1,

1991;

In Montgonery county, fifteen judges; three to be elected in
1954, terms to begin January 1, 1955, January 2, 1955, and January
3, 1955, respectively; four to be elected in 1952, terns to begin
January 1, 1953, January 2, 1953, July 1, 1953, and July 2, 1953,
respectively; one to be elected in 1964, termto begin January 3,
1965; one to be elected in 1968, termto begin January 3, 1969;
three to be elected in 1976, terns to begin on successive days
begi nni ng January 4, 1977, to January 6, 1977; two to be el ected
in 1990, terns to begin July 1, 1991, and July 2, 1991,
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respectively; and one to be elected in 1992, termto begin January
1, 1993—;

In Stark county, eight judges; one to be elected in 1958,
termto begin on January 2, 1959; two to be elected in 1954, terns
to begin on January 1, 1955, and February 9, 1955, respectively;
two to be elected in 1952, terns to begin January 1, 1953, and
April 16, 1953, respectively; one to be elected in 1966, termto
begin on January 4, 1967; and two to be elected in 1992, terns to

begin January 1, 1993, and January 2, 1993, respectively;

In Summit county, thirteen judges; four to be elected in
1954, terms to begin January 1, 1955, January 2, 1955, January 3,
1955, and February 9, 1955, respectively; three to be elected in
1958, terms to begin January 1, 1959, January 2, 1959, and May 17,
1959, respectively; one to be elected in 1966, termto begin
January 4, 1967; one to be elected in 1968, termto begin January
5, 1969; one to be elected in 1990, termto begin May 1, 1991; one
to be elected in 1992, termto begin January 6, 1993; and two to
be elected in 2008, terns to begin January 5, 2009, and January 6,
2009, respectively.

Not wi t hst andi ng the foregoing provisions, in any county
having two or nore judges of the court of comon pleas, in which
nore than one-third of the judges plus one were previously el ected
at the sanme election, if the office of one of those judges so
el ect ed becones vacant nore than fHfty-six forty days prior to the
second general election preceding the expiration of that judge's
term the office that that judge had filled shall be abolished as
of the date of the next general election, and a new office of
judge of the court of comon pleas shall be created. The judge who
isto fill that new office shall be elected for a six-year term at
the next general election, and the term of that judge shal
commence on the first day of the year follow ng that genera

el ection, on which day no other judge's term begins, so that the
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nunber of judges that the county shall elect shall not be reduced.

Judges of the probate division of the court of common pleas
are judges of the court of conmon pleas but shall be elected
pursuant to sections 2101.02 and 2101.021 of the Revised Code,
except in Adanms, Harrison, Henry, Morgan, Noble, and Wandot
counties in which the judge of the court of conmon pl eas el ected
pursuant to this section also shall serve as judge of the probate
di vi sion, except in Lorain county in which the judges of the
domestic relations division of the Lorain county court of comon
pl eas el ected pursuant to this section also shall performthe

duties and functions of the judge of the probate division from

February 9, 2009, through Septenber 28, 2009, and except in Morrow

county in which the judges of the court of comon pl eas el ected
pursuant to this section also shall performthe duties and

functions of the judge of the probate division

Sec. 3501.01. As used in the sections of the Revi sed Code

relating to elections and political conmunications:

(A) "Ceneral election" neans the election held on the first

Tuesday after the first Monday in each Novenber

(B) "Regul ar municipal election" nmeans the election held on
the first Tuesday after the first Monday in Novenber in each
odd- nunbered year

(O "Regular state election" neans the election held on the
first Tuesday after the first Mnday in Novenber in each

even- nunber ed year.

(D) "Special election" neans any el ection other than those
el ections defined in other divisions of this section. A special
el ection may be held only on the first Tuesday after the first
Monday i n February, May, August, or Novenber, or on the day

aut hori zed by a particular nunicipal or county charter for the
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hol ding of a primary election, except that in any year in which a
presidential primary election is held, no special election shal

be held in February or May, except as authorized by a nunicipal or
county charter, but may be held on the first Tuesday after the
first Monday in March.

(B)(1) "Primary" or "primary el ection" nmeans an el ection held
for the purpose of nom nating persons as candi dates of political
parties for election to offices, and for the purpose of electing
persons as nenbers of the controlling comiittees of political
parties and as del egates and alternates to the conventions of
political parties. Primary el ections shall be held on the first
Tuesday after the first Monday in May of each year except in years

in which a presidential primary election is held.

(2) "Presidential primary election" neans a primary el ection
as defined by division (E)(1) of this section at which an el ection
is held for the purpose of choosing del egates and alternates to
the national conventions of the major political parties pursuant
to section 3513.12 of the Revised Code. Unless otherw se
specified, presidential primary elections are included in
references to primary elections. In years in which a presidential
primary election is held, all prinmary elections shall be held on
the first Tuesday after the first Monday in March except as

ot herwi se aut hori zed by a municipal or county charter

(F) "Political party" means any group of voters neeting the
requirements set forth in section 3517.01 of the Revised Code for

the formati on and exi stence of a political party.

(1) "Major political party" nmeans any political party
organi zed under the laws of this state whose candi date for
governor or nom nees for presidential electors received no |ess
than twenty per cent of the total vote cast for such office at the

nost recent regular state el ection
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(2) "Internediate political party" nmeans any political party
organi zed under the laws of this state whose candi date for
governor or nom nees for presidential electors received | ess than
twenty per cent but not less than ten per cent of the total vote

cast for such office at the nost recent regular state el ection

(3) "Mnor political party" nmeans any political party
organi zed under the laws of this state whose candi date for
governor or nom nees for presidential electors received | ess than
ten per cent but not less than five per cent of the total vote
cast for such office at the nost recent regular state election or
which has filed with the secretary of state, subsequent to any
election in which it received |less than five per cent of such
vote, a petition signed by qualified electors equal in nunmber to
at | east one per cent of the total vote cast for such office in
the last preceding regular state election, except that a newy
formed political party shall be known as a nminor political party
until the time of the first election for governor or president
whi ch occurs not |ess than twel ve nonths subsequent to the
formati on of such party, after which election the status of such
party shall be determ ned by the vote for the office of governor

or president.

(G "Dominant party in a precinct" or "dominant politica
party in a precinct" neans that political party whose candi date
for election to the office of governor at the nost recent regul ar
state el ection at which a governor was el ected received nore votes
than any other person received for election to that office in such

precinct at such el ection.

(H) "Candi date" neans any qualified person certified in
accordance with the provisions of the Revised Code for placenent
on the official ballot of a prinmary, general, or special election
to be held in this state, or any qualified person who clains to be

a wite-in candidate, or who know ngly assents to being
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represented as a wite-in candi date by another at either a

primary, general, or special election to be held in this state.

(1) "Independent candi date" means any candi date who cl ai s
not to be affiliated with a political party, and whose nane has
been certified on the office-type ballot at a general or specia
el ection through the filing of a statenent of candi dacy and
nom nating petition, as prescribed in section 3513.257 of the
Revi sed Code.

(J) "Nonpartisan candi date" mnmeans any candi date whose nane is
requi red, pursuant to section 3505.04 of the Revised Code, to be
listed on the nonpartisan ballot, including all candidates for
judicial office, for nenber of any board of education, for
muni ci pal or township offices in which primary el ections are not
hel d for nom nating candi dates by political parties, and for
of fices of nunicipal corporations having charters that provide for

separate ballots for elections for these offices.

(K) "Party candi date" means any candi date who clains to be a
nmenber of a political party, whose nanme has been certified on the
of fice-type ballot at a general or special election through the
filing of a declaration of candidacy and petition of candi date,
and who has won the primary el ection of the candidate's party for
the public office the candidate seeks or is selected by party

conm ttee in accordance with section 3513.31 of the Revi sed Code.

(L) "Officer of a political party" includes, but is not
linmted to, any nmenber, elected or appointed, of a controlling
committee, whether representing the territory of the state, a
district therein, a county, township, a city, a ward, a precinct,
or other territory, of a major, intermediate, or mnor politica

party.

(M "Question or issue" nmeans any question or issue certified

in accordance with the Revised Code for placenment on an official
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ball ot at a general or special election to be held in this state.

(N) "Elector"” or "qualified elector" means a person having

the qualifications provided by lawto be entitled to vote.
(O "Voter" neans an el ector who votes at an el ection

(P) "Voting residence" neans that place of residence of an
el ector which shall determ ne the precinct in which the el ector

may vote.

(Q "Precinct" means a district within a county established
by the board of elections of such county within which al
qualified electors having a voting residence therein nmay vote at

t he sane polling place.

(R) "Polling place" nmeans that place provided for each
precinct at which the electors having a voting residence in such

precinct my vote.

(S) "Board" or "board of elections" neans the board of
el ections appointed in a county pursuant to section 3501.06 of the
Revi sed Code.

(T) "Political subdivision" means a county, township, city,

village, or school district.

(U "Election officer"” or "election official" neans any of

the foll ow ng:
(1) Secretary of state;

(2) Enpl oyees of the secretary of state serving the division
of elections in the capacity of attorney, adninistrative officer,
adm ni strative assistant, elections adm nistrator, office manager

or clerical supervisor;
(3) Director of a board of elections;
(4) Deputy director of a board of el ections;

(5) Menber of a board of elections;
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(6) Enpl oyees of a board of el ections;

(7) Precinct pelingplacejudges election officials;

(8) Enpl oyees appointed by the boards of elections on a

tenporary or part-tinme basis.

(V) "Acknow edgnent notice" neans a notice sent by a board of
el ections, on a formprescribed by the secretary of state,
informng a voter registration applicant or an applicant who
wi shes to change the applicant's residence or nane of the status
of the application; the infornation necessary to conplete or
update the application, if any; and if the application is

conpl ete, the precinct in which the applicant is to vote.

(W "Confirmation notice" neans a notice sent by a board of
el ections, on a formprescribed by the secretary of state, to a
registered elector to confirmthe registered elector’'s current

addr ess.

(X) "Designated agency" neans an both of the foll ow ng:

(1) An office or agency in the state that provides public
assi stance or that provides state-funded progranms primarily
engaged in providing services to persons with disabilities and
that is required by the National Voter Registration Act of 1993 to
i npl ement a program desi gned and adni ni stered by the secretary of

state for registering voters—er—any,

(2) Any other public or governnment office er—agencythat

secretaryof state desighates—DPesighated, or an independent

contractor engaged by such an office, to which residents of Chio

Page 28

823
824

825
826

827
828
829
830
831
832
833

834
835
836
837

838

839
840
841
842
843
844

845
846
847
848
849
850
851
852
853



S.B. No. 20 Page 29
As Introduced

who are eligible to register to vote interact with for the purpose 854
of reqistering, applyving, recertifying, renewi ng, participating, 855
or _updating of information pertaining to a certification or 856
license issued by the state or a state governnment program 857
An i ndependent contractor that was not considered a 858
"desi gnat ed agency"” prior to the effective date of this amendnent 859
shall only becone a "desi gnated agency" by entering into a new 860
contract after the effective date of this anendnent. 861
"Desi gnat ed agency"” does not include public high schools and 862
vocational schools, public libraries, or the office of a county 863
treasurer. 864
(Y) "National Voter Registration Act of 1993" neans the 865
"National Voter Registration Act of 1993," 107 Stat. 77, 42 866
U S.C A 1973gg. 867
(Z) "Voting Rights Act of 1965" means the "Voting Rights Act 868

of 1965," 79 Stat. 437, 42 U.S.C. A 1973, as anended. 869
(AA) "Photo identification" nmeans a—decunent—that nweets—each 870
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jssued—

el N hat | L

= ) | I 4 ) |
this-state any docunent., card., badge. license, or other itemthat

i ncludes the image of the voter and the voter's first and | ast

nane that is issued by the United States government., the state of

Chio, or any political subdivision of the state of Chio. No

expiration date, address, or other information is required to be

included on the identification. If an address is listed on the

identification it is not reqguired to match the voter's

registration address.

Sec. 3501.02. General elections in the state and its

political subdivisions shall be held as follows:

(A) For the election of electors of president and
vi ce-president of the United States, in the year of 1932 and every

four years thereafter

(B) For the election of a nenber of the senate of the United
States, in the years 1932 and 1934, and every six years after each

of such years; except as otherw se provided for filling vacancies;

(C© For the election of representatives in the congress of
the United States and of elective state and county officers
i ncluding el ected nenbers of the state board of education, in the
even- numbered years; except as otherw se provided for filling

vacanci es;

(D) For nunicipal and township officers, nmenbers of boards of
education, judges and clerks of municipal courts, in the

odd- nunber ed years;

(E) (1) Proposed constitutional amendnents or proposed

nmeasures subm tted by—the—general—asserbly—eo+ by initiative or

ref erendum petitions to the voters of the state at |arge nay be
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subnitted to the general election in any year occurring at |east
sixty—days—in-caseof areferendum—and-ninety one hundred
twenty-five days,—hrthe—ease—ef—aninitiatedreasure~ subsequent
to the filing of the petitions therefor. Prepesed

(2) Proposed constitutional anendnents subnmitted by the

general assenbly to the voters of the state at |arge may be

submitted at a special election or general election in any year

occurring at | east ninety days after the resolution is filed with

the secretary of state. The proposed constitutional anmendnent may

be submtted to the voters at a special election occurring on the

day in any year specified by division (E) of section 3501.01 of
the Revised Code for the holding of a primary el ection, wher if a
speci al election on that date is designated by the general
assenbly in the resolution adopting the proposed constitutional

amendnent .

No special election shall be held on a day other than the day
of a general election, unless a |law or charter provides otherw se,
regardi ng the subm ssion of a question or issue to the voters of a

county, township, city, village, or school district.

(F)(1) Notw thstanding any provision of the Revised Code to
the contrary, any question or issue, except a candidacy, to be
voted upon at an election shall be certified, for placenment upon
the ballot, to the board of elections not later than four p.m of

the ninetieth day before the day of the el ection.

(2) Any question or issue that is certified for placenent on
a ballot on or after the—effeectivedate—ofthis—arendrent July 2

2010, shall be certified not later than the ninetieth day before

the day of the applicable election, notw thstandi ng any deadl i nes
appearing in any section of the Revised Code governing the

pl acenent of that question or issue on the ballot.

Sec. 3501.05. The secretary of state shall do all of the
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fol | owi ng:
(A) Appoint all nenbers of boards of el ections;

(B) Issue instructions by directives and advisories in
accordance with section 3501. 053 of the Revised Code to nenbers of

the boards as to the proper nethods of conducting el ections.

(C Prepare rules and instructions for the conduct of

el ections;

(D) Publish and furnish to the boards fromtine to tine a
sufficient nunber of indexed copies of all election laws then in

force;

(E) Edit and issue all panphl ets concerning proposed | aws or

amendnents required by law to be submitted to the voters;

(F) Prescribe the formof registration cards, blanks, and

records;

(G Deternine and prescribe the fornms of ballots and the
forms of all blanks, cards of instructions, pollbooks, tally
sheets, certificates of election, and forns and bl anks required by

| aw for use by candi dates, conmittees, and boards;

(H Prepare the ballot title or statenent to be placed on the
bal | ot for any proposed | aw or anendnent to the constitution to be

submtted to the voters of the state;

(1) Except as otherw se provided in section 3519.08 of the
Revi sed Code, certify to the several boards the forns of ballots
and nanmes of candidates for state offices, and the form and
wordi ng of state referendum questions and issues, as they shal

appear on the ball ot;

(J) Except as otherwi se provided in division (1)(2)(b) of
section 3501.38 of the Revised Code, give final approval to ball ot
| anguage for any | ocal question or issue approved and transmtted

by boards of el ections under section 3501.11 of the Revised Code;

Page 32

945
946

947
948
949

950
951

952
953
954

955
956

957
958

959
960
961
962

963
964
965

966
967
968
969
970

971
972
973
974



S. B. No. 20
As Introduced

(K) Receive all initiative and referendum petitions on state
guestions and issues and determine and certify to the sufficiency

of those petitions;

(L) Require such reports fromthe several boards as are

provi ded by law, or as the secretary of state considers necessary;

(M Conpel the observance by election officers in the severa

counties of the requirenents of the election |aws;

(N) (1) Except as otherw se provided in division (N)(2) of
this section, investigate the adm nistration of election |aws,
frauds, and irregularities in elections in any county, and report
violations of election laws to the attorney general or prosecuting

attorney, or both, for prosecution;

(2) On and after August 24, 1995, report a failure to conply
with or a violation of a provision in sections 3517.08 to 3517.13,
3517.17, 3517.18, 3517.20 to 3517.22, 3599.03, or 3599.031 of the
Revi sed Code, whenever the secretary of state has or should have
know edge of a failure to conmply with or a violation of a
provision in one of those sections, by filing a conplaint with the
Chi o el ections conm ssion under section 3517.153 of the Revised
Code;

(O Make an annual report to the governor containing the
results of elections, the cost of elections in the various
counties, a tabulation of the votes in the several political
subdi vi sions, and other information and recomendations rel ative

to elections the secretary of state considers desirable;

(P) Prescribe and distribute to boards of elections a |ist of
instructions indicating all |egal steps necessary to petition
successfully for local option elections under sections 4301.32 to
4301. 41, 4303.29, 4305.14, and 4305.15 of the Revised Code;

(Q Adopt rules pursuant to Chapter 119. of the Revised Code

for the renoval by boards of elections of ineligible voters from

Page 33

975
976
977

978
979

980
981

982
983
984
985
986

987
988
989
990
991
992
993
994

995
996
997
998
999

1000
1001
1002
1003

1004
1005



S. B. No. 20
As Introduced

the statew de voter registration database and, if applicable, from
the poll list or signature pollbook used in each precinct, which

rules shall provide for all of the foll ow ng:

(1) A process for the removal of voters who have changed
resi dence, which shall be uniform nondiscrimnatory, and in
compliance with the Voting Rights Act of 1965 and the Nati onal
Vot er Registration Act of 1993, including a programthat uses the
nati onal change of address service provided by the United States

postal systemthrough its |licensees;

(2) A process for the renoval of ineligible voters under
section 3503.21 of the Revised Code;

(3) A uniformsystemfor nmarking or renoving the nane of a
voter who is ineligible to vote fromthe statew de voter
regi stration database and, if applicable, fromthe poll list or
signature poll book used in each precinct and noting the reason for

that mark or renoval.

(R) Prescribe a general program for registering voters or
updating voter registration information, such as nane and
resi dence changes, by boards of el ections, designated agencies,
efHees—of—deputy—registrars—oef—rotoer—vehieles— public high
school s and vocational schools, public libraries, and offices of
county treasurers consistent with the requirenents of section
3503. 09 of the Revi sed Code;

(S) Prescribe a programof distribution of voter registration
forms through boards of elections, designated agencies, oeffices—of
the registrar—and -deputy registrars—of nmptor—vehieles— public high
school s and vocational schools, public libraries, and offices of

county treasurers;

(T) To the extent feasible, provide copies, at no cost and
upon request, of the voter registration formin post offices in

this state;
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(U) Adopt rules pursuant to section 111.15 of the Revised
Code for the purpose of inplenenting the programfor registering
voters through boards of elections~ and desi gnated agenci es—and

I e C ¢ . | d . :
vehi-eles consistent with this chapter

(V) Establish the full-tinme position of Americans with
Disabilities Act coordinator within the office of the secretary of

state to do all of the foll ow ng:

(1) Assist the secretary of state with ensuring that there is

equal access to polling places for persons with disabilities;

(2) Assist the secretary of state with ensuring that each
voter may cast the voter's ballot in a manner that provides the
same opportunity for access and participation, including privacy

and i ndependence, as for other voters;

(3) Advise the secretary of state in the devel opnent of
standards for the certification of voting machines, narking

devi ces, and automatic tabul ati ng equi pnent.

(W Establish and maintain a conputerized statew de dat abase
of all legally registered voters under section 3503.15 of the
Revi sed Code that conplies with the requirenents of the "Help
America Vote Act of 2002," Pub. L. No. 107-252, 116 Stat. 1666,

and provide training in the operation of that system

(X) Ensure that all directives, advisories, other
i nstructions, or decisions issued or made during or as a result of
any conference or teleconference call with a board of elections to
di scuss the proper methods and procedures for conducting
el ections, to answer questions regarding elections, or to discuss
the interpretation of directives, advisories, or other
instructions issued by the secretary of state are posted on a web
site of the office of the secretary of state as soon as is

practicable after the conpletion of the conference or
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tel econference call, but not later than the cl ose of busi ness on

the sanme day as the conference or tel econference call takes place.

(Y) Publish a report on a web site of the office of the
secretary of state not later than one nonth after the conpletion
of the canvass of the election returns for each primary and
general election, identifying, by county, the nunber of absent
voter's ballots cast and the nunmber of those ballots that were
counted, and the nunber of provisional ballots cast and the nunber
of those ballots that were counted, for that election. The
secretary of state shall maintain the infornmation on the web site

in an archive format for each subsequent el ection

(Z) Conduct voter education outlining voter identification,
absent voters ballot, provisional ballot, and other voting

requirements

(AA) Establish a procedure by which a registered el ector nay
nake available to a board of elections a nore recent signature to
be used in the poll list or signature poll book produced by the

board of elections of the county in which the el ector resides;

(BB) Dissenminate information, which may include all or part
of the official explanations and argunents, by means of direct
mail or other witten publication, broadcast, or other neans or
conbi nati on of nmeans, as directed by the Chio ball ot board under
division (F) of section 3505.062 of the Revised Code, in order to
informthe voters as fully as possible concerning each proposed

constitutional anmendnent, proposed |aw, or referendum

(CC Be the single state office responsible for the
i mpl ementation of the "Unifornmed and Overseas Citizens Absentee
Voting Act," Pub. L. No. 99-410, 100 Stat. 924, 42 U S.C 1973ff,
et seqg., as anended, in this state. The secretary of state may
del egate to the boards of elections responsibilities for the

i mpl ementation of that act, including responsibilities arising
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from amendnents to that act nade by the "MIlitary and Overseas
Vot er Enpowernent Act," Subtitle H of the "National Defense

Aut hori zation Act for Fiscal Year 2010," Pub. L. No. 111-84, 123
Stat. 3190.

(DD) Adopt rules, under Chapter 119. of the Revised Code, to

do all of the foll ow ng:

(1) Establish circunstances under which the office of the

secretary of state will assune official oversight or control of a

board of el ections;

(2) Specify various |evels of oversight or control that the

office of secretary of state may i npose on a board of elections

under division (DD)(1) of this section; and

(3) Establish a nechanism tineline, and benchmarks through

which a board of elections may transition out of official

oversight or control of the office of secretary of state.

(EE) Performother duties required by | aw.

VWhenever a primary election is held under section 3513. 32 of
the Revised Code or a special election is held under section
3521.03 of the Revised Code to fill a vacancy in the office of
representative to congress, the secretary of state shall establish
a deadl i ne, notw thstandi ng any ot her deadline required under the
Revi sed Code, by which any or all of the follow ng shall occur:
the filing of a declaration of candidacy and petitions or a
st at enent of candi dacy and nonminating petition together with the
applicable filing fee; the filing of protests against the
candi dacy of any person filing a declaration of candi dacy or
nom nating petition; the filing of a declaration of intent to be a
write-in candidate; the filing of canpaign finance reports; the
preparation of, and the making of corrections or chall enges to,
precinct voter registration lists; the receipt of applications for
absent voter's ballots or arwed-serviee uniforned services or
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overseas absent voter's ballots; the supplying of election
materials to precincts by boards of elections; the hol ding of
hearings by boards of elections to consider challenges to the
right of a person to appear on a voter registration list; and the
scheduling of programs to instruct or reinstruct election

of ficers.

In the performance of the secretary of state's duties as the
chief election officer, the secretary of state may adnini ster
oat hs, issue subpoenas, sumopn wi t nesses, conpel the production of
books, papers, records, and other evidence, and fix the tinme and
pl ace for hearing any matters relating to the adm nistration and

enforcenent of the election | aws.

In any controversy involving or arising out of the adoption
of registration or the appropriation of funds for registration,
the secretary of state may, through the attorney general, bring an
action in the nane of the state in the court of common pl eas of
the county where the cause of action arose or in an adjoi ning

county, to adjudicate the question

In any action involving the laws in Title XXXV of the Revised
Code wherein the interpretation of those laws is in issue in such
a manner that the result of the action will affect the | awf ul
duties of the secretary of state or of any board of elections, the
secretary of state may, on the secretary of state's notion, be

nmade a party.

The secretary of state may apply to any court that is hearing
a case in which the secretary of state is a party, for a change of
venue as a substantive right, and the change of venue shall be
al l owed, and the case renoved to the court of common pl eas of an
adj oi ning county naned in the application or, if there are cases
pending in nore than one jurisdiction that involve the sane or

simlar issues, the court of conmon pleas of Franklin county.
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Publ i c high schools and vocational schools, public |ibraries,
and the office of a county treasurer shall inplenent voter
registration prograns as directed by the secretary of state

pursuant to this section

Sec. 3501.051. (A) Notwithstanding any ot her section of the
Revi sed Code, the secretary of state may authorize, in one or nore
precincts in one or nore counties, a program allow ng individuals
under the age of eighteen to enter the polling place and vote in a
simul ated election held at the sane tinme as a general election
Any individual working in or supervising at a simnulated el ection
may enter the polling place and remain within it during the entire

period the polls are open.

(B) A program established under division (A) of this section

shall require all of the follow ng

(1) That the duties inposed on judges—ef precinct election
officials and peace officers under section 3501.33 of the Revised

Code be perforned by those judges officials and officers in regard
to sinmulated elections and all activities related to sinul ated

el ecti ons;

(2) That volunteers provide the personnel necessary to
conduct the sinulated el ection, except that enployees of the
secretary of state, enployees or nenbers of boards of elections,
and precinct election officials may aid in operating the program

to the extent permtted by the secretary of state;

(3) That individuals under the age of fourteen be acconpanied
to the sinulated el ection by an individual eighteen years of age

or over,

(4) Any other requirenents the secretary of state considers

necessary for the orderly admnistration of the el ection process.

Sec. 3501.053. (A) The secretary of state may issue
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instructions as to the proper nethod of conducting elections to
menbers of the boards of el ections by permanent or tenporary

directives.

(1) The secretary of state shall establish a process to all ow
public review and public comrent of proposed directives. Prior to
i ssuing any permanent directive, the secretary of state shal
provi de reasonabl e notice of the issuance of the directive and

all ow a reasonabl e anount of tine for public review and public

comment of the proposed directive under this division. A permanent

directive that is issued without the opportunity for public review

and public comment under this division shall not be enforceable as

provided in division (X) of section 3501.05 and divisions (E).
(P). (U, and (AA) of section 3501.11 of the Revi sed Code.

No permanent directive shall be issued during the period
begi nni ng nirety sixty days prior to the day of an el ection and

ending on the fortieth day followi ng the day of that election.

(2) Tenporary directives shall only be issued, and shall only
have effect, during the period begi nning Airety sixty days prior
to the day of an election and ending on the fortieth day follow ng
the day of that election. Tenporary directives shall not be
subject to public review and public coment under division (A (1)
of this section. Each tenporary directive shall include, in its

headi ng, the designation of "TEMPORARY" and shall specify on its

face the date of its expiration

A tenporary directive shall not becone a permanent directive
unl ess the tenporary directive is proposed as a pernanent
directive and subject to public review and public conrent under

division (A (1) of this section.

If the situation pronpting the establishnent of a tenporary
directive appears likely to recur, the secretary of state shal

establish a permanent directive addressing the situation.
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(B) In addition to any other publication of directives and
advi sories issued by the secretary of state, the secretary of
state shall publish those directives and advisories on a web site
of the office of the secretary of state as soon as is practicable
after they are issued, but not later than the cl ose of business on
the same day as a directive or advisory is issued. The secretary
of state shall not renpve fromthe web site any directives and
advi sories so posted. The secretary of state shall provide on that
web site access to all directives and advisories currently in
effect and nmaintain an archive of all directives and advisories

previ ously published on that web site.

Each directive that has expired shall be identified as being

expired on the secretary of state's web site. Any forns,

appendi ces, or additional information attached to an expired

tenporary directive shall be renpved fromall |ocations on the

secretary of state's web site except for the archive of previously

publ i shed directives.

Sec. 3501.10. (A) The board of elections shall, as an expense
of the board, provide suitable roons for its offices and records
and the necessary and proper furniture and supplies for those
roons. The board may | ease such offices and rooms, necessary to
its operation, for the length of time and upon the terns the board
deens in the best interests of the public, provided that the term

of any such | ease shall not exceed fifteen years.

Thirty days prior to entering into such a | ease, the board
shall notify the board of county conmissioners in witing of its
intent to enter into the | ease. The notice shall specify the terns
and conditions of the lease. Prior to the thirtieth day after
receiving that notice and before any lease is entered into, the
board of county commi ssioners nmay reject the proposed | ease by a

majority vote. After receiving witten notification of the
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rejection by the board of county comn ssioners, the board of
el ections shall not enter into the | ease that was rejected, but
may i medi ately enter into additional |ease negotiations, subject

to the requirements of this section

The board of elections in any county may, by resol ution,
request that the board of county commi ssioners subnmit to the
el ectors of the county, in accordance with section 133.18 of the
Revi sed Code, the question of issuing bonds for the acquisition of
real estate and the construction on it of a suitable building with
necessary furniture and equi pnent for the proper adninistration of
the duties of the board of elections. The resolution declaring the
necessity for issuing such bonds shall relate only to the
acquisition of real estate and to the construction, furnishing,

and equi pping of a building as provided in this division.

(B) The board of elections in each county shall keep its
of fices, or one or nore of its branch registration offices, open
for the performance of its duties until nine p.m on the |ast day
of registration before a general or primary election. At all other
times during each week, the board shall keep its offices and roons
open for a period of tine that the board considers necessary for

the performance of its duties.

(© The board of elections nay mai ntain pernmanent or
tenporary branch offices at any place within the county—provided
that—f the. A board of elections permits nmay pernit electors to

vote at a—branchoffice—electors shallnot be permitted-tovote

at—any—otherbranch office orany otheroffice one or nore offices

or _branch offices of the board of elections. The board of

elections of any county with a population, as deternined by the

nost recent federal decennial census, |larger than twi ce the nean

popul ation of a county in this state shall have at | east two

| ocations at which electors nay cast absent voter's ballots in

person before the day of an election conducted in an even-nunbered
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vear as provided in section 3509.01 of the Revised Code. The board

of elections of such a county shall determ ne the |ocations for

casting absent voter's ballots in person by mpjority vote.

Any county that nmaintains nore than one | ocation at which

el ectors may cast absent voter's ballots in person before the day

of an election shall enploy. at each such |location., technology

necessary to provide live updates to the statew de voter

regi strati on database to indicate which el ectors have cast ballots

for that el ection.

Sec. 3501.11. Each board of elections shall exercise by a
majority vote all powers granted to the board by Title XXXV of the
Revi sed Code, shall performall the duties inposed by |aw, and

shall do all of the follow ng:

(A) Establish, define, provide, rearrange, and conbi ne

el ection precincts;

(B) Fix and provide the places for registration and for

hol ding primaries and el ecti ons;

(C Provide for the purchase, preservation, and nmaintenance
of booths, ballot boxes, books, maps, flags, blanks, cards of
instructions, and other forms, papers, and equi pnment used in

regi stration, nom nations, and el ections;

(D) Appoint and renmove its director, deputy director, and

enpl oyees and all registrars, judges precinct election officials,
and other officers of elections, fill vacancies, and designate the

ward or district and precinct in which each shall serve;

(E) Make and issue rules and instructions, not inconsistent
with law or the rules, directives, or advisories issued by the
secretary of state, as it considers necessary for the gui dance of

el ection officers and voters;

(F) Advertise and contract for the printing of all ballots
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and ot her supplies used in registrations and el ecti ons;

(G Provide for the issuance of all notices, advertisenents,
and publications concerning el ections, except as otherwi se
provided in division (G of section 3501.17 and divisions (F) and
(G of section 3505.062 of the Revised Code;

(H Provide for the delivery of ballots, pollbooks, and ot her

requi red papers and naterial to the polling places;

(1) Cause the polling places to be suitably provided with
voti ng nmachi nes, marking devices, automatic tabul ating equi pnent,
stalls, and other required supplies. In fulfilling this duty, each
board of a county that uses voting machi nes, marking devices, or
automati ¢ tabul ati ng equi prrent shall conduct a full vote of the
board during a public session of the board on the allocation and
di stribution of voting machi nes, marking devices, and autonatic

tabul ati ng equi pnent for each precinct in the county.

(J) Investigate irregularities, nonperformance of duties, or
violations of Title XXXV of the Revised Code by election officers
and ot her persons; adm nister oaths, issue subpoenas, summon
Wi t nesses, and conpel the production of books, papers, records,
and ot her evidence in connection with any such investigation; and
report the facts to the prosecuting attorney or the secretary of

st at e;

(K) Review, examine, and certify the sufficiency and validity
of petitions and nonination papers, and, after certification,
return to the secretary of state all petitions and nonination

papers that the secretary of state forwarded to the board;

(L) Receive the returns of elections, canvass the returns,
make abstracts of them and transnmit those abstracts to the proper

aut horities;

(M Issue certificates of election on fornms to be prescribed

by the secretary of state;
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(N) Make an annual report to the secretary of state, on the
formprescribed by the secretary of state, containing a statenent
of the nunber of voters registered, elections held, votes cast,
appropriations received, expenditures made, and other data

required by the secretary of state;

(O Prepare and submt to the proper appropriating officer a
budget estimating the cost of elections for the ensuing fiscal

year;

(P) Performother duties as prescribed by |aw or the rules,

directives, or advisories of the secretary of state;

(Q Investigate and determ ne the residence qualifications of

el ectors;

(R) Administer oaths in matters pertaining to the

adm ni stration of the election | aws;

(S) Prepare and subnit to the secretary of state, whenever
the secretary of state requires, a report containing the nanes and
resi dence addresses of all incunbent county, rmunicipal, township,
and board of education officials serving in their respective

counti es;

(T) Establish and maintain a voter registrati on database of

all qualified electors in the county who offer to register;

(U Mintain voter registration records, nmake reports
concerning voter registration as required by the secretary of
state, and renove ineligible electors fromvoter registration
lists in accordance with | aw and directives of the secretary of

state;

(V) Gve approval to ballot |anguage for any | ocal question
or issue and transnit the | anguage to the secretary of state for

the secretary of state's final approval;

(W Prepare and cause the following notice to be displayed in
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a promnent location in every polling place:
"NOTI CE

Chio law prohibits any person fromvoting or attenpting to

vote nore than once at the sane el ection

Violators are guilty of a felony of the fourth degree and
shall be inprisoned and additionally nay be fined in accordance

with law"

(X) In all cases of a tie vote or a disagreenent in the
board, if no decision can be arrived at, the director or
chai rperson shall subnmit the natter in controversy, not |ater than
fourteen days after the tie vote or the disagreement, to the
secretary of state, who shall summarily decide the question, and

the secretary of state's decision shall be final

(Y) Assist each designated agency, deputy—+egistrar—of—nptor
vehieles— public high school and vocational school, public

library, and office of a county treasurer in the inplenentation of
a programfor registering voters at all voter registration

| ocations as prescribed by the secretary of state. Under this
program each board of elections shall direct to the appropriate
board of el ections any voter registration applications for persons
residing outside the county where the board is located within five

days after receiving the applications.

(Z) On any day on which an el ector may vote in person at the
of fice of the board or at another site designated by the board,
consi der the board or other designated site a polling place for
that day. Al requirenents or prohibitions of law that apply to a
pol I'ing place shall apply to the office of the board or other

designated site on that day.

(AA) Performany duties with respect to voter registration
and voting by unifornmed services and overseas voters that are

del egated to the board by law or by the rules, directives, or
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advi sories of the secretary of state.

Sec. 3501.13. (A) The director of the board of el ections
shall keep a full and true record of the proceedings of the board
and of all noneys received and expended; file and preserve in the
board's office all orders and records pertaining to the
adm ni stration of registrations, primaries, and el ections; receive
and have the custody of all books, papers, and property bel ongi ng
to the board; and performother duties in connection with the
of fice of director and the proper conduct of elections as the

board det er nm nes.

(B) Before entering upon the duties of the office, the
director shall subscribe to an oath that the director will support
the Constitution of the United States and the Chio Constitution,
performall the duties of the office to the best of the director's
ability, enforce the election |laws, and preserve all records,
docunments, and other property pertaining to the conduct of

el ections placed in the director's custody.

(© The director may adninister oaths to persons required by
law to file certificates or other papers with the board, to judges
of elections precinct election officials, to witnesses who are

called to testify before the board, and to voters filling out

bl anks at the board's offices. Except as ot herw se provided by
state or federal law, the records of the board and papers and
books filed in its office are public records and open to

i nspecti on under such reasonabl e regul ations as shall be
establ i shed by the board. The followi ng notice shall be posted in

a prom nent place at each board office:

"Except as otherw se provided by state or federal |aw,
records filed in this office of the board of elections are open to
public inspection during normal office hours, pursuant to the

foll owi ng reasonabl e regul ations: (the board shall here list its
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regul ati ons). Whoever prohibits any person frominspecting the
public records of this board is subject to the penalties of
section 3599. 161 of the Revised Code."

(D) Upon receipt of a witten declaration of intent to retire
as provided for in section 145.38 of the Revised Code, the
director shall provide a copy to each nmenber of the board of

el ections.

Sec. 3501.17. (A) The expenses of the board of elections
shall be paid fromthe county treasury, in pursuance of
appropriations by the board of county comm ssioners, in the sane
manner as ot her county expenses are paid. If the board of county
commi ssioners fails to appropriate an anount sufficient to provide
for the necessary and proper expenses of the board of elections
pertaining to the conduct of elections, the board of elections nay
apply to the court of common pleas within the county, which shal
fix the anobunt necessary to be appropriated and the anount shal
be appropriated. Paynents shall be made upon vouchers of the board
of elections certified to by its chairperson or acting chairperson
and the director or deputy director, upon warrants of the county

audi tor.

The board of elections shall not incur any obligation
i nvol ving the expenditure of nobney unless there are noneys
sufficient in the funds appropriated therefor to neet the
obligation. If the board of elections requests a transfer of funds
fromone of its appropriation itens to another, the board of
county conmmi ssioners shall adopt a resolution providing for the
transfer except as otherw se provided in section 5705.40 of the
Revi sed Code. The expenses of the board of elections shall be
apportioned anong the county and the various subdivi sions as
provided in this section, and the ampbunt chargeable to each

subdi vi sion shall be paid as provided in division (J) of this
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section or withheld by the county auditor fromthe noneys payabl e
thereto at the time of the next tax settlement. At the tinme of
subnitting budget estinmates in each year, the board of el ections
shall submit to the taxing authority of each subdivision, upon the
request of the subdivision, an estimate of the ampunt to be paid
or withheld fromthe subdivision during the current or next fiscal

year.

A board of township trustees may, by resolution, request that
the county auditor wi thhold expenses charged to the township from
a specified township fund that is to be credited with revenue at a
tax settlement. The resolution shall specify the tax |evy ball ot
i ssue, the date of the election on the levy issue, and the
townshi p fund from which the expenses the board of elections

incurs related to that ball ot issue shall be w thheld.

(B) Except as otherwi se provided in division (F) of this
section, the conpensation of the nenbers of the board of el ections
and of the director, deputy director, and regular enpl oyees in the
board's offices, other than conpensation for overtine worked; the
expendi tures for the rental, furnishing, and equippi ng of the
office of the board and for the necessary office supplies for the
use of the board; the expenditures for the acquisition, repair,
care, and custody of the polling places, booths, guardrails, and
ot her equi prment for polling places; the cost of tally sheets,
maps, flags, ballot boxes, and all other pernanent records and
equi pnent; the cost of all elections held in and for the state and
county; and all other expenses of the board which are not
chargeable to a political subdivision in accordance with this
section shall be paid in the sane nanner as other county expenses

are paid.

(C The conpensation of judges—ofeleections precinct election

officials and internmittent enployees in the board' s offices; the

cost of renting, noving, heating, and lighting polling places and
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of placing and renoving ball ot boxes and other fixtures and

equi pment thereof, including voting machi nes, narking devices, and
automati c tabul ati ng equi prent; the cost of printing and
delivering ballots, cards of instructions, registration lists
requi red under section 3503.23 of the Revised Code, and ot her

el ection supplies, including the supplies required to conply with
division (H of section 3506.01 of the Revised Code; the cost of
contractors engaged by the board to prepare, program test, and
operate voting machi nes, nmarking devices, and automatic tabul ating
equi prent; and all other expenses of conducting prinmaries and

el ections in the odd-nunbered years shall be charged to the

subdi visions in and for which such primaries or elections are
hel d. The charge for each primary or general election in

odd- nunbered years for each subdivision shall be determned in the
following manner: first, the total cost of all chargeable itens
used in conducting such elections shall be ascertained; second,
the total charge shall be divided by the nunber of precincts
participating in such election, in order to fix the cost per
precinct; third, the cost per precinct shall be prorated by the
board of elections to the subdivisions conducting el ections for
the nom nation or election of offices in such precinct; fourth,
the total cost for each subdivision shall be determ ned by adding
the charges prorated to it in each precinct within the

subdi vi si on

(D) The entire cost of special elections held on a day other
than the day of a primary or general election, both in
odd- nunmbered or in even-nunbered years, shall be charged to the
subdi vi sion. Where a special election is held on the sanme day as a
primary or general election in an even-nunbered year, the
subdi vi si on submitting the special election shall be charged only
for the cost of ballots and advertising. Were a special election
is held on the sane day as a primary or general election in an

odd- nunbered year, the subdivision subnmitting the special election
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shall be charged for the cost of ballots and advertising for such
special election, in addition to the charges prorated to such
subdi vision for the election or nom nation of candidates in each
precinct within the subdivision, as set forth in the preceding

par agr aph.

(E) Where a special election is held on the day specified by
division (E) of section 3501.01 of the Revised Code for the
hol ding of a primary election, for the purpose of subnitting to
the voters of the state constitutional anmendnents proposed by the
general assenbly, and a subdivision conducts a special election on
the sanme day, the entire cost of the special election shall be
di vi ded proportionally between the state and the subdivi sion based
upon a ratio determ ned by the nunber of issues placed on the
bal | ot by each, except as otherw se provided in division (G of
this section. Such proportional division of cost shall be nade
only to the extent funds are avail abl e for such purpose from
anounts appropriated by the general assenbly to the secretary of
state. If a primary election is also being conducted in the
subdi vi sion, the costs shall be apportioned as otherw se provi ded

in this section.

(F) When a precinct is open during a general, primry, or
special election solely for the purpose of submtting to the
voters a statewide ballot issue, the state shall bear the entire
cost of the election in that precinct and shall reinburse the

county for all expenses incurred in opening the precinct.

(G (1) The state shall bear the entire cost of advertising in
newspapers statew de ball ot issues, explanations of those issues,
and argunents for or against those issues, as required by Section
1g of Article Il and Section 1 of Article XVI, Chio Constitution,
and any other section of |aw. Appropriations nade to the
controlling board shall be used to reinburse the secretary of

state for all expenses the secretary of state incurs for such
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advertising under division (G of section 3505.062 of the Revised
Code.

(2) There is hereby created in the state treasury the
statewi de ball ot advertising fund. The fund shall receive
transfers approved by the controlling board, and shall be used by
the secretary of state to pay the costs of advertising state
bal |l ot issues as required under division (G (1) of this section
Any such transfers may be requested from and approved by the
controlling board prior to placing the advertising, in order to

facilitate tinely provision of the required adverti sing.

(H) The cost of renting, heating, and lighting registration
pl aces; the cost of the necessary books, forms, and supplies for
t he conduct of registration; and the cost of printing and posting
precinct registration lists shall be charged to the subdivision in

whi ch such registration is held.

(I') At the request of a majority of the nenbers of the board
of elections, the board of county conm ssioners nmay, by
resolution, establish an el ections revenue fund. Except as
ot herwi se provided in this division, the purpose of the fund shal
be to accunul ate revenue withheld by or paid to the county under
this section for the paynment of any expense related to the duties
of the board of elections specified in section 3501.11 of the
Revi sed Code, upon approval of a majority of the nenbers of the
board of elections. The fund shall not accunul ate any revenue
wi thheld by or paid to the county under this section for the
conmpensation of the nenbers of the board of elections or of the
director, deputy director, or other regular enployees in the

board's offices, other than conpensation for overtinme worked.

Not wi t hst andi ng sections 5705. 14, 5705.15, and 5705.16 of the
Revi sed Code, the board of county conmi ssioners may, by
resolution, transfer noney to the el ections revenue fund from any

other fund of the political subdivision fromwhich such paynents
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lawfully may be made. Following an affirmative vote of a majority
of the menbers of the board of elections, the board of county

conmm ssioners nmay, by resolution, rescind an el ections revenue
fund established under this division. If an elections revenue fund
is rescinded, noney that has accunulated in the fund shall be

transferred to the county general fund.

(J)(1) Not less than fifteen business days before the

deadline for submtting a question or issue for placenent on the

ball ot at a special election, the board of elections shall prepare

and file with the board of county conm ssioners and the office of

the secretary of state the estinmated cost. based on the factors

enunerated in this section, for preparing for and conducting an

el ection on one gquestion or issue, one nomnation for office, or

one election to office in each precinct in the county at that

special election and shall divide that cost by the nunber of

regi stered voters in the county.

(2) The board of elections shall provide to a political

subdi vi sion seeking to submt a question or issue, a nonination

for office, or an election to office for placenent on the ball ot

at a special election with the estimted cost for preparing for

and conducting that el ection, which shall be cal cul ated either by

nul ti plyving the nunber of reqgistered voters in the political

subdi vi sion with the cost calcul ated under division (J)(1) of this

section or by multiplying the cost per precinct with the nunber or

precincts in the political subdivision. A political subdivision

subnmitting a question or issue, a nomnation for office, or an

election to office for placenent on the ballot at that specia

el ection shall pay to the county elections revenue fund sixty-five

per cent of the estinmated cost of the election not | ess than ten

busi ness days after the deadline for submtting a guestion or

i ssue for placenent on the ballot for that special el ection.

(3) Not later than sixty days after the date of a speci al
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el ection, the board of elections shall provide to each political

subdi vi sion the true and accurate cost for the question or issue,

nonm nation for office, or election to office that the subdivision

submtted to the voters on the special election ballots. |If the

board of elections deternines that a subdivision paid less for the

cost of preparing and conducting a special election under division

(J)(2) of this section than the actual cost cal cul ated under this

di vi sion, the subdivision shall remt to the county el ections

revenue fund the difference between the paynent nmade under

division (J)(2) of this section and the final cost cal cul ated

under this division within thirty days after being notified of the

final cost. |If the board of elections deternm nes that a

subdi vi sion paid nore for the cost of preparing and conducting a

special election under division (J)(2) of this section than the

actual cost cal cul ated under this division, the board of el ections

pronptly shall notify the board of county conmi ssioners of that

di fference. The board of county conm ssioners shall remt fromthe

county elections revenue fund to the political subdivision the

difference between the paynent nade under division (J)(2) of this

section and the final cost cal culated under this division within

thirty days after receiving that notification.

(K) As used in this section:

(1) "Political subdivision" and "subdivision" nean any board
of county conmi ssioners, board of township trustees, |egislative
authority of a municipal corporation, board of education, or any
ot her board, comm ssion, district, or authority that is enpowered
to levy taxes or permitted to receive the proceeds of a tax |evy,
regardl ess of whether the entity receives tax settlenment noneys as

described in division (A) of this section;

(2) "Statew de ballot issue" neans any ball ot issue, whether
proposed by the general assenbly or by initiative or referendum

that is subnitted to the voters throughout the state.
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Sec. 3501.18. (A) The board of elections may divide a
political subdivision within its jurisdiction into precincts,
establish, define, divide, rearrange, and conbi ne the severa
el ection precincts within its jurisdiction, and change the
| ocation of the polling place for each precinct when it is
necessary to maintain the requirenments as to the nunber of voters
in a precinct and to provide for the conveni ence of the voters and
the proper conduct of elections. No change in the nunber of
precincts or in precinct boundaries shall be nmade during the
twenty-five days i mediately preceding a primary or genera
el ection or between the first day of January and the day on which

the nenbers of county central conmttees are elected in the years

in which those conmittees are el ected. Except—asotherwse
provi-ded—-n—divi-sion—{G—of this—seection—each Each precinct shall

contain a nunber of electors, not to exceed one thousand four
hundred, that the board of elections determ nes to be a reasonabl e
nunber after taking into consideration the type and anount of
avai |l abl e equi pment, prior voter turnout, the size and | ocation of
each selected polling place, available parking, availability of an
adequat e nunber of poll workers, and handi cap accessibility and

ot her accessibility to the polling place.

If the board changes the boundaries of a precinct after the
filing of a local option election petition pursuant to sections
4301.32 to 4301.41, 4303.29, or 4305.14 of the Revised Code that
calls for a local option election to be held in that precinct, the
| ocal option election shall be held in the area that constituted
the precinct at the time the local option petition was fil ed,

regardl ess of the change in the boundaries.

If the board changes the boundaries of a precinct in order to
neet the requirenments of division (B)(1) of this sectionin a
manner that causes a nenber of a county central comittee to no

| onger qualify as a representative of an election precinct in the
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county, of a ward of a city in the county, or of a township in the
county, the nenber shall continue to represent the precinct, ward,
or township for the remainder of the nenber's term regardl ess of

the change in boundari es.

In an enmergency, the board may provide nore than one polling
place in a precinct. In order to provide for the conveni ence of
the voters, the board nay | ocate polling places for voting or
regi stration outside the boundaries of precincts, provided that
the nearest public school or public building shall be used if the
board determines it to be available and suitable for use as a
pol I ing place. Except in an energency, no change in the nunber or
| ocation of the polling places in a precinct shall be made during
the twenty-five days imediately preceding a primary or genera

el ecti on.

El ectors who have failed to respond within thirty days to any
confirmation notice shall not be counted in determining the size

of any precinct under this section.

(B) (1) Except as otherw se provided in division (B)(2) of
this section, a board of elections shall determine all precinct
boundari es usi ng geographical units used by the United States
departnent of conmerce, bureau of the census, in reporting the

decenni al census of Ohi o.

(2) The board of elections may apply to the secretary of
state for a waiver fromthe requirenent of division (B)(1) of this
section when it is not feasible to conply with that requirenent
because of unusual physical boundaries or residential devel opnent

practices that woul d cause unusual hardship for voters. The board

shall identify the affected precincts and census units, explain
the reason for the waiver request, and include a map illustrating
where the census units will be split because of the requested

wai ver. |If the secretary of state approves the waiver and so

notifies the board of elections in witing, the board may change a
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preci nct boundary as necessary under this section, notwthstandi ng 1726
the requirenent in division (B)(1) of this section. 1727
1728

1729

1730

1731

1732

1733
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1735

1736

1737

1738
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Sec. 3501.20. Fhe Subject to the precinct population 1741
requirenents established in division (A) of section 3501.18 of the 1742
Revi sed Code, the lands used for a state or national hone for 1743
di sabl ed soldiers shall constitute a separate el ection precinct, 1744
and, if necessary, may be divided and rearranged w thin such 1745
limts as other precincts are arranged and di vi ded. 1746
Sec. 3501.22. (A) & (1) Except as otherwi se provided in 1747
division (A)(2) of this section, on or before the fifteenth day of 1748
Septenber in each year, the board of elections by a majority vote 1749
shall, after careful exam nation and investigation as to their 1750
qual i fications, appoint for each el ection precinct feur residents 1751
of the county in which the precinct is |ocated, as judges precinct 1752
election officials. The nunber of precinct election officials 1753
appointed for each precinct shall be determ ned as foll ows: 1754

(a) For a general election in an even-nunbered year, a 1755
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nm ni rum of six precinct election officials shall be appointed for

any precinct with a popul ati on of one thousand or fewer electors;

(b) For a general election in an even-nunbered year, a

m ni num of eight precinct election officials shall be appointed

for any precinct with a population of nore than one thousand

el ectors:;

(c) For all primary elections, special elections, and general

el ections in an odd-nunbered vear, a m nimum of four precinct

election officials shall be appointed for each precinct. Except as
ot herwi se provided in division (C) of this section, all judges—of
precinct election officials shall be qualified electors. The

judges precinct election officials shall constitute the el ection

officers of the precinct. Not nore than one-half of the total

nunber of judges precinct election officials shall be nenbers of

the same political party. The term of such precinct officers shall
be for one year. The board may, at any tinme, designate any nunber
of election officers, not nore than one-half of whom shall be
nmenbers of the sane political party, to performtheir duties at
any precinct in any election. The board may appoi nt additiona
officials, equally divided between the two major politica

parties, when necessary to expedite voting.

Vacanci es for unexpired ternms shall be filled by the board.
When new precincts have been created, the board shall appoint

fudges precinct election officials for those precincts for the

unexpired term Any judge precinct election official may be
sumarily renmoved fromoffice at any tine by the board for negl ect
of duty, malfeasance, or m sconduct in office or for any other

good and sufficient reason

Precinct election officials shall performall of the duties
provided by law for receiving the ballots and supplies, opening
and closing the polls, and overseeing the casting of ballots

during the tinme the polls are open, and any other duties required
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by section 3501.26 of the Revised Code.

A board of elections may desighate two precinct el ection
officials as counting officials to count and tally the votes cast
and certify the results of the election at each precinct, and
perform other duties as provided by law. To expedite the counting
of votes at each precinct, the board may appoi nt additional
officials, not nore than one-half of whom shall be nenbers of the

same political party.

The board shall designate one of the precinct election

of ficials whots—arnerber—of the domnant—politicalparty to serve
as a presidingjudge—whose voting |l ocation nmanager. The voting

| ocation manager _shall be a nenber of the political party whose

candi date received the highest nunber of votes for governor in the

precincts whose polling places are |ocated at the applicable

voting | ocation, when tallying the conbined vote for governor for

all such precincts. It is the duty i++s of the voting | ocation

nmanager to deliver the returns of the election and all supplies to
the office of the board. For these services, the presidingjudge

voting | ocation manager shall receive additional conpensation in

an anount, consistent with section 3501.28 of the Revised Code,

determ ned by the board of el ections.

The board shall issue to each precinct election official a

certificate of appointnment, which the official shall present to

t he presiding—fudge voting |ocation nmanager at the tinme the polls
are opened.

(2) If the board of elections, by nmpjority vote, opts to use

nultiple precinct polling locations in lieu of any or al

i ndi vi dual precinct polling | ocations, the board may appoi nt

precinct election officials for the nmultiple precinct polling

| ocations as foll ows:

(a) For the first precinct conmbined in a nultiple precinct
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polling |ocation. the board shall appoint the nunber of precinct

election officials required by division (A (1) of this section,

not nore than one-half of whom shall be nenbers of the sane

political party:

(b) For each additional precinct conbined in a nultiple

precinct polling location for a general election in an

even- nunbered year, the board shall appoint at |east four

addi tional precinct election officials in even-nunbered

increnents, not nore than half of whom shall be nmenbers of the

sane political party;

(c) For each additional precinct conbined in a multiple

precinct polling location for a primary el ection, special

election, or a general election in an odd-nunbered vear, the board

shal| appoint at |east two additional precinct election officials

in even-nunbered increnents, not nore than half of whom shall be

nenbers of the sanme political party.

(d) The board shall designate one of the precinct el ection

officials appointed under division (A (2)(a), (b), or (c) of this

section who is a nenber of the political party whose candidate for

governor received the highest nunmber of votes in the npbst recent

general election for that office in the precincts conbined in the

nul tiple precinct polling |ocation as the single voting | ocation

nmanager for the nmultiple precinct polling | ocation.

(B) If the board of elections determ nes that not enough
qualified electors in a precinct are available to serve as
precinct officers, it nmay appoint persons to serve as precinct
officers at a primary, special, or general election who are at
| east seventeen years of age and are registered to vote in

accordance with section 3503.07 of the Revised Code.

(O (1) A board of elections, in conjunction with the board of

education of a city, local, or exenpted village school district,
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the governing authority of a community school established under
Chapter 3314. of the Revised Code, or the chief adm nistrator of a
nonpubl i ¢ school nay establish a programpermtting certain high
school students to apply and, if appointed by the board of

el ections, to serve as precinct officers at a primary, special, or

general election

In addition to the requirenments established by division
(O (2) of this section, a board of education, governing authority,
or chief administrator that establishes a programunder this
division in conjunction with a board of elections may establish
additional criteria that students shall neet to be eligible to

participate in that program

(2)(a) To be eligible to participate in a program established
under division (C (1) of this section, a student shall be a United
States citizen, a resident of the county, at |east seventeen years

of age, and enrolled in the senior year of high school.

(b) Any student applying to participate in a program
establ i shed under division (C (1) of this section, as part of the
student's application process, shall declare the student's

political party affiliation with the board of elections.

(3) No student appointed as a precinct officer pursuant to a

program est abl i shed under division (C (1) of this section shall be

desi gnated as a presidingjudge voting |location nmanager

(4) Any student participating in a program established under
division (C (1) of this section shall be excused for that
student's absence from school on the day of an el ection at which

the student is serving as a precinct officer.

B)-(5) In any precinct with six or nore precinct officers, up
to two students participating in a program established under
division () (1) of this section who are under eighteen years of

age may serve as precinct officers. Not nore than one precinct
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officer in any given precinct with fewer than six precinct

of ficers shall be under eighteen years of age.

Any public or private institution of higher education

operating in this state shall grant any student who serves as a

precinct election official at any election in this state an

excused absence from any class. coursewrk, exam or other

requi rement schedul ed on the day of that election. The institution

of hi gher education shall provide a nechani smfor any student who

is excused fromany class, coursewrk, exam or other requirenent

to make up the nm ssed work, exam or other requirenent.

Sec. 3501.26. Wen the polls are closed after a prinmary,
general, or special election, the receiving officials shall, in
the presence of the counting officials and attendi ng observers,

proceed as foll ows:

(A) Count the nunber of electors who voted, as shown on the

pol | books;

(B) Count the unused ballots, w thout renoving stubs if

bal | ot stubs are being used;

(© Count the soiled and defaced ballots;

(D) Insert the totals of divisions (A), (B), and (C of this

section on the report forns provided therefor in the poll books;

(E) Count the voted ballots. If the nunber of voted ballots
exceeds the nunber of voters whose nanes appear upon the pol
books, the presidingfudge voting |ocation manager shall enter on

the poll books an expl anation of that discrepancy, and that

expl anation, if agreed to, shall be subscribed to by all of the
fudges precinct election officials. Any judge precinct officia

having a different explanation shall enter it in the poll books

and subscribe to it.

(F) Put the unused ballots with-stubsattached~ and soil ed
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and defaced bal | ots with-stubs—attached~ in the envel opes or
contai ners provided therefor, and certify the nunber. |f ball ot

stubs are being used, the receiving officials shall | eave those

stubs attached to the unused ballots and soil ed and def aced

ball ots, as applicable, when those ballots are placed in the

appropriate envel opes or contai ners.

The receiving officials shall deliver to and place in the
custody of the counting officials all the supplies provided for
t he conduct of that election and the ballots that are to be
counted and tallied, and take a receipt for the sane, which
recei pt shall appear in and be a part of the poll books of such
precinct. Having perforned their duties, the receiving officials

shal | immedi ately depart.

Having receipted for the ballots, the counting officials
shall proceed to count and tally the vote as cast in the manner
prescribed by section 3505.27 of the Revised Code and certify the

result of the election to the board of el ections.

Sec. 3501.27. (A Al judges—of precinct election officials
shall complete a program of instruction pursuant to division (B)

of this section. No person who has been convicted of a felony or
any violation of the election |laws, who is unable to read and
wite the English | anguage readily, or who is a candidate for an
office to be voted for by the voters of the precinct in which the
person is to serve shall serve as an election officer. A person
when appoi nted as an el ection officer shall receive fromthe board
of elections a certificate of appointnent that rmay be revoked at
any time by the board for good and sufficient reasons. The
certificate shall be in the formthe board prescribes and shal
specify the precinct, ward, or district in and for which the
person to whomit is issued is appointed to serve, the date of

appoi ntrent, and the expiration of the person's term of service.
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(B) (1) Each board shall establish a program as prescribed by
the secretary of state for the instruction of election officers in
the rules, procedures, and law relating to elections. In each
program the board shall use training nmaterials prepared by the
secretary of state and may use additional materials prepared by or
on behal f of the board. The board may use the services of unpaid
volunteers in conducting its program and rmay rei nburse those
vol unteers for necessary and actual expenses incurred in

participating in the program

Fhe Subject to division (BY(2) of this section., the board

shall train each new el ection officer before the new of ficer
participates in the first election in that capacity. The board
shall instruct election officials who have been trained previously
only when the board or secretary of state considers that

i nstruction necessary, but the board shall reinstruct such

persons, other than presidingfjudges voting |ocation nanagers, at
| east once in every three years and shall reinstruct presiding

judges voting |l ocation managers before the primary election in

even- nunbered years. The board shall schedul e any program of
instruction within sixty days prior to the election in which the

officials to be trained will participate.

(2) In addition to the training required under division

(BY(1) of this section, the secretary of state may adopt rul es

under Chapter 119. of the Revised Code that nandate additional

training for election officials on a continuing basis in an effort

to achieve election uniformty.

(© The duties of a judge—of—an precinct election official in
each polling place shall be perforned only by an individual who

has successfully conpleted the requirenents of the program unless
such an individual is unavailable after reasonable efforts to

obt ai n such services.

(D) The secretary of state shall establish a programfor the
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i nstruction of nenbers of boards of el ections and enpl oyees of
boards in the rules, procedures, and law relating to el ections.
Each nmenber and enpl oyee shall conplete the training program
within six nonths after the nenber's or enployee's original

appoi ntment or enploynment, and thereafter each nmenber and enpl oyee
shall complete a training programto update their know edge once
every four years or nore often as determ ned by the secretary of

state.

(E) The secretary of state shall reinburse each county for
the cost of progranms established pursuant to division (B) of this
section, once the secretary of state has received an item zed
statement of expenses for such instruction prograns fromthe
county. The item zed statenent shall be in a form prescribed by

the secretary of state.

Sec. 3501.28. (A) As used in this section

(1) "Fair Labor Standards Act" or "Act" neans the "Fair Labor
Standards Act of 1938," 52 Stat. 1062, 29 U S.C A 201, as

amended.

(2) "Full election day" means the period of tine between the
opening of the polls and the conpletion of the procedures
contained in section 3501.26 of the Revised Code.

(3) "Services" neans services at each general, primry, or
speci al el ection.
(B) o " | ' h i ud :
| . . hal || Lot he i udae! . I
I | _ which—shal it | I I - I |
bl ched | I : I ord I I
 al ‘ e i

S+ Beginning with cal endar year 2004, each j(udge—ef—an
precinct election official in a county shall be paid for the
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judge-s official's services at the sane hourly rate, which shal
be not less than the nmininumhourly rate established by the Fair
Labor Standards Act and not nore than ninety-five dollars per

di em

BHC) The secretary of state shall establish, by rule
adopt ed under section 111.15 of the Revised Code, the nmaxi num
anount of per diem conpensation that may be paid to judges—oef—an
precinct election officials under this section each tine the Fair
Labor Standards Act is anended to increase the mininmumhourly rate
establ i shed by the act. Upon | earning of such an increase, the
secretary of state shall determ ne by what percentage the m ni num
hourly rate has been increased under the act and establish a new
maxi mrum anount of per diem conpensation that judges—ef—an precinct
el ection officials may be paid under this section that is
i ncreased by the sane percentage that the mninmumhourly rate has

been i ncreased under the act.

E-(D)(1)(a) No board of elections shall increase the pay of
a judge—of—an precinct election official under this section during
a cal endar year unless the board has given witten notice of the
proposed i ncrease to the board of county comm ssioners not |ater

than the first day of October of the precedi ng cal endar year.

(b) Except as otherwi se provided in division (8-(D)(2) of
this section, a board of elections may increase the pay of a judge
of—an precinct election official during a cal endar year by up to,
but not exceeding, nine per cent over the conpensation paid to a
judge—of—an precinct election official in the county where the
board is located during the previous cal endar year, if the
conpensation so paid during the previous cal endar year was

eighty-five dollars or |ess per diem

(c) Except as otherwi se provided in division (5-(D)(2) of

this section, a board of elections may increase the pay of a judge
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of—an precinct election official during a cal endar year by up to,

but not exceeding, four and one-half per cent over the

conpensation paid to a judge—of—an precinct election official in

the county where the board is |ocated during the previous cal endar

year, if the conpensation so paid during the previous cal endar
year was nore than eighty-five but | ess than ninety-five dollars

per diem

(2) The board of county commi ssioners nmay revi ew and conment
upon a proposed increase and may enter into a witten agreenent
with a board of elections to permit an increase in the
conmpensation paid to judges—ef—an precinct election officials for
their services during a calendar year that is greater than the
appl i cabl e percentage limtation described in division (E)(1)(b)

or (c) of this section.

=-(E) No judge—-of—-an precinct election official who works
| ess than the full election day shall be paid the maxi nrum anount

al | oned under this section or the maxi mrum amount as set by the

board of el ections, whichever is |ess.

£S-(F) (1) Except as otherw se provided in divisions £&-(F)(4)

to (6) of this section, any enpl oyee of the state or of any
political subdivision of the state nay serve as a judge—of
eleetions precinct election official on the day of an el ection

wi t hout | oss of the enployee's regul ar conpensation for that day

as foll ows:

(a) For enpl oyees of a county office, departnent, comn ssion,
board, or other entity, or of a court of conmmon pleas, county
court, or county-operated nunicipal court, as defined in section
1901. 03 of the Revised Code, the enployee' s appointing authority
may permt |leave with pay for this service in accordance with a
resolution setting forth the terns and conditions for that |eave

passed by the board of county conmi ssioners.
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(b) For all other enployees of a political subdivision of the
state, leave with pay for this service shall be subject to the
terms and conditions set forth in an ordi nance or a resolution
passed by the legislative authority of the applicable political

subdi vi si on

(c) For state enpl oyees, |leave with pay for this service
shal | be subject to the terns and conditions set forth by the head
of the state agency, as defined in section 1.60 of the Revised

Code, by which the person is enpl oyed.

(2) Any terms and conditions set forth by a board of county
conmmi ssioners, legislative authority of a political subdivision,
or head of a state agency under division (G (1) of this section
shall include a standard procedure for deciding which enpl oyees
are permtted to receive leave with pay if multiple enpl oyees of
an entity or court described in division (G (1)(a) of this
section, of an entity of a political subdivision described in
division (G (1)(b) of this section, or of a state agency as
defined in section 1.60 of the Revised Code apply to serve as a

fudge—ef—eleections precinct election official on the day of an

el ection. This procedure shall be applied uniformy to al

simlarly situated enpl oyees.

(3) Any enployee who is eligible for |eave with pay under
division (G (1) of this section shall receive, in addition to the

enpl oyee' s regul ar conpensation, the conpensation paid to the
judge—-of—an precinct election official under division (B)- or (O +
oD of this section

(4) Division £6-(F)(1) of this section does not apply to

either of the follow ng:
(a) Election officials;
(b) Public school teachers.

(5) Nothing in division £&-(F)(1) of this section supersedes
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or negates any provision of a collective bargaining agreenent in
ef fect under Chapter 4117. of the Revi sed Code.

(6) If a board of county conmi ssioners, |egislative authority
of a political subdivision, or head of a state agency fails to set
forth any ternms and conditions under division (&-(F)(1) of this
section, an enployee of an entity or court described in division
S-(F)(1)(a) of this section, of an entity of a political
subdi vi si on described in division (&(F)(1)(b) of this section, or
of a state agency as defined in section 1.60 of the Revised Code
may use personal |eave, vacation | eave, or conpensatory tinme, or

take unpaid |l eave, to serve as a judge—-ofelections precinct
election official on the day of an el ection.

(G The board of elections may withhol d the conpensation
of any precinct election official for failure to obey the
instructions of the board or to conply with the law relating to
the duties of sueh a precinct judge election official. Any paynent

a judge—of—an precinct election official is entitled to receive
under section 3501.36 of the Revised Code is in addition to the

conmpensation the judge official is entitled to receive under this

secti on.

Sec. 3501.29. (A) The board of elections shall provide for
each precinct a polling place and provi de adequate facilities at
each polling place for conducting the election. The board shal
provide a sufficient nunber of screened or curtained voting
conmpartments to which electors nay retire and conveniently nark
their ballots, protected fromthe observation of others. Each
voting conpartnent shall be provided at all tinmes with witing
i npl enents, instructions howto vote, and ot her necessary

conveni ences for marking the ballot. The prest+dinrgfudge voting
| ocation manager shall ensure that the voting conpartnents at al

times are adequately lighted and contain the necessary suppli es.
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The board shall utilize, in so far as practicable, roons in public
school s and ot her public buildings for polling places. Upon
application of the board of elections, the authority which has the
control of any building or grounds supported by taxation under the
laws of this state, shall make avail able the necessary space
therein for the purpose of holding elections and adequate space
for the storage of voting machi nes, w thout charge for the use
thereof. A reasonable sumnay be paid for necessary janitorial
service. Wen polling places are established in private buil di ngs,
the board may pay a reasonable rental therefor, and al so the cost
of liability insurance covering the prem ses when used for

el ection purposes, or the board may purchase a single liability
policy covering the board and the owners of the prem ses when used
for election purposes. Wien renovabl e buil dings are supplied by
the board, they shall be constructed under the contract let to the
| owest and best bidder, and the board shall observe all ordi nances
and regulations then in force as to safety. The board shall renove
all such buildings fromstreets and other public places within
thirty days after an election, unless another election is to be

held within ninety days.

(B)(1) Except as otherwi se provided in this section, the

board shall ensure all of the foll ow ng:

(a) That polling places are free of barriers that woul d

i npede i ngress and egress of handi capped persons;

(b) That the nini mum nunber of special parking |ocations,
al so known as handi capped parki ng spaces or disability parking
spaces, for handi capped persons are designhated at each polling
pl ace in accordance with 28 C F. R Part 36, Appendix A and in
conpliance with division (E) of section 4511.69 of the Revised
Code—;_

(c) That the entrances of polling places are level or are

provided with a nonskid ranp ef—net—over—eight—per—cent—gradient
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that neets the requirenents of the "Anericans with Disabilities
Act of 1990," 104 Stat. 327, 42 U.S.C. 12101;

(d) That doors are a nmininmumof thirty-two i nches wide.

(2) Notwithstanding division (B)(1)(a), (c), or (d) of this
section, certain polling places may be specifically exenpted by
the secretary of state upon certification by a board of elections
that a good faith, but unsuccessful, effort has been nmade to

nodi fy, or change the location of, such polling places.

(O At—any—potting placethatisexenptedfromconptiance by
the-secretaryof state—the The board of elections shall pernit

any handi capped el ector who travels to that elector's polling
pl ace, but who is unable to enter the polling place due to

i naccessibility or the nature of the elector's disability or

limtation, to vote, with the assistance of two polling place
officials of major political parties, in the vehicle that conveyed
that elector to the polling place—er—toreceiveandcast—that
elector-s—bhatot—at—thedoor—ot—thepolngplace.

(D) The secretary of state shall

(1) Wrk with other state agencies to facilitate the
di stribution of information and technical assistance to boards of
el ections to neet the requirenents of division (B) of this

secti on;

(2) Wrk with organizations that represent or provide
servi ces to handi capped, disabled, or elderly citizens to effect a
wi de di ssem nation of information about the availability of
absentee voting, voting in the voter's vehicle or at the door of
the polling place, or other election services to handi capped,

di sabl ed, or elderly citizens.

(E) Before the day of an election, the director of the board
of el ections of each county shall sign a statenent verifying that

each polling place that will be used in that county at that
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el ection nmeets the requirenments of division (B)(1)(b) of this
section. The signed statenent shall be sent to the secretary of
state by certified mail or electronic mail

(F) As used in this section, "handi capped" nmeans havi ng | ost
the use of one or both |egs, one or both arns, or any conbi nation
thereof, or being blind or so severely disabled as to be unable to

nove about without the aid of crutches or a wheelchair.

Sec. 3501.30. (A) The board of elections shall provide for
each polling place the necessary ball ot boxes, official ballots,
cards of instructions, registration forms, pollbooks or pol
lists, tally sheets, forms on which to nmake sunmary statenents,
witing inplements, paper, and all other supplies necessary for
casting and counting the ballots and recording the results of the

voting at the polling place. For a general election in an

even- nunbered year, for each one thousand el ectors in a precinct

or multiple precinct polling | ocation, the pollbooks shall be

divided into at |least three al phabetical sections. The pol | books

or poll lists shall have certificates appropriately printed on
themfor the signatures of all the precinct officials, by which
they shall certify that, to the best of their know edge and
belief, the pollbooks or poll lists correctly show the names of
all electors who voted in the polling place at the el ection

i ndicated in the pollbooks or poll lists.

Al'l of the follow ng shall be included anobng the supplies

provided to each polling place:

(1) Alarge map of each appropriate precinct, which shall be
di spl ayed prominently to assist persons who desire to register or
vote on election day. Each nmap shall show all streets within the
precinct and contain identifying synbols of the precinct in bold

print.

(2) Any materials, postings, or instructions required to
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comply with state or federal |aws;

(3) Aflag of the United States approximately two and
one-half feet in length along the top, which shall be displayed
outside the entrance to the polling place during the tinme it is

open for voting;

(4) Two or nore small flags of the United States
approximtely fifteen inches in length along the top, which shal
be placed at a distance of one hundred feet fromthe polling place
on the thoroughfares or wal kways | eading to the polling place, to
mark the di stance within which persons other than el ection
officials, observers, police officers, and electors waiting to
mar k, marking, or casting their ballots shall not loiter
congregate, or engage in any kind of election canpaigning. Were
smal | flags cannot reasonably be placed one hundred feet fromthe

pol ling place, the presidingelectionfudge voting |ocation

manager shall place the flags as near to one hundred feet fromthe

entrance to the polling place as is physically possible. Police
officers and all election officials shall see that this

prohi bition against loitering and congregating is enforced.

VWhen the period of tinme during which the polling place is
open for voting expires, all of the flags described in this
di vision shall be taken into the polling place and shall be
returned to the board together with all other election supplies

required to be delivered to the board.

(B) The board of elections shall follow the instructions and
advi sories of the secretary of state in the production and use of

pol ling place supplies.

Sec. 3501.301. A contract involving a cost in excess of ten

twenty-five thousand dollars for printing and furnishing the

supplies, other than the official ballots, required in section
3501. 30 of the Revised Code, shall not be let until the board of
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el ections has caused notice to be published once in a newspaper of
general circulation within the county or upon notice given by
mai |, addressed to the responsible suppliers within the state. The
board of elections nay require that each bid be acconpani ed by a
bond, with at |east two individual sureties, or a surety conpany,
satisfactory to the board, in a sum double the anount of the bid,
condi ti oned upon the faithful perfornmance of the contract awarded
and for the paynent as danages by such bidder to the board of any
excess of cost over the bid which it may be required to pay for
such work by reason of the failure of the bidder to conplete the

contract. The contract shall be let to the | owest and best bidder.

Sec. 3501.302. The secretary of state may enter into

agreenents for the bul k purchase of election supplies in order to

reduce the costs for such purchases by individual boards of

el ections. A board of elections desiring to participate in such

pur chase agreenents shall file with the secretary of state a

witten request for inclusion. A request for inclusion shal

include an agreenent to be bound by such terns and conditions as

the secretary of state prescribes and to nake direct paynents to

the vendor under each purchase agreenment.

A board of elections shall be pernitted to viewthe terns and

condi tions of each such purchase agreenent prior to commtting to

abi de by those terns. The terns of each bul k purchase agreenent

entered into under this section shall provide a nmechanismfor a

board of elections to opt out of participation.

Sec. 3501.31. The board of elections shall mail to each
precinct election official notice of the date, hours, and place of
hol ding each election in the official's respective precinct at
which it desires the official to serve. Each of such officials
shall notify the board i medi ately upon receipt of such notice of

any inability to serve.
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The el ection official designated as presidingjudge voting
| ocati on manager under section 3501.22 of the Revised Code shal

call at the office of the board at such tinme before the day of the
el ection, not earlier than the tenth day before the day of the

el ection, as the board designates to obtain the ballots,

pol | books, registration forms and |lists, and other material to be

used in the official's polling place on el ection day.

The board may al so provide for the delivery of such materials
to polling places in a mnunicipal corporation by nmenbers of the
police departnment of such municipal corporation; or the board may

provide for the delivery of such materials to the presidingjudge
voting | ocation manager not earlier than the tenth day before the

el ection, in any manner it finds to be advisable.

On el ection day the precinct election officials shal
punctual |y attend the polling place one-half hour before the tine
fixed for opening the polls. Each of the precinct election
officials shall thereupon make and subscribe to a statenent which

shall be as foll ows:
"State of Chio
County of ...............

I do solemnly swear under the penalty of perjury that | wll
support the constitution of the United States of Anerica and the
constitution of the state of Chio and its laws; that | have not
been convicted of a felony or any violation of the election |aws;
that I will discharge to the best of my ability the duties of
fudge—ef precinct election official in and for precinct
.................... inthe .................... (township) or
(ward and city or village) .................... in the county of
.................... , in the election to be held onthe ..........
day of ............... y e , as required by law and the rules

and instructions of the board of elections of said county; and
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that | will endeavor to prevent fraud in such election, and will
report immediately to said board any violations of the election
| aws which conme to ny attention, and will not disclose any

information as to how any el ector voted which is gained by ne in

the discharge of ny official duties.

(Signatures of precinct election officials)”

If any of the other precinct election officials is absent at
that tinme, the presidingjudge voting |location manager, with the

concurrence of a mpjority of the precinct election officials

present, shall appoint a qualified elector who is a nenber of the
same political party as the political party of which such absent
precinct election official is a nenber to fill the vacancy until
the board appoints a person to fill such vacancy and the person so
appointed reports for duty at the polling place. The presidihg
judge voting | ocation nmanager shall pronmptly notify the board of

such vacancy by tel ephone or otherw se. The presidingjudge voting
| ocati on manager al so shall assign the precinct election officials

to their respective duties and shall have general charge of the

pol l'i ng pl ace.

Sec. 3501. 32. {A)Except—as—otherwise providedin-division
{B)of this seection—on On the day of the election the polls shal
be opened by proclamation by the presidingfudge voting |ocation

manager, or in ks the manager's absence by a presidihrg—judge
voting | ocation nmanager chosen by the judges precinct el ection
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officials, at six-thirty a.m and shall be closed by proclanation 2346
at seven-thirty p.m unless there are voters waiting in line to 2347
cast their ballots, in which case the polls shall be kept open 2348
until such waiting voters have vot ed. 2349
2350

2351

2352

2353

2354

Aot+y—thebeoard—of—elections—of—the—clostng— 2355
Sec. 3501.33. Al judges—of precinct election officials shall 2356

enf orce peace and good order in and about the place of 2357
registration or election. They shall especially keep the place of 2358
access of the electors to the polling place open and unobstructed 2359
and prevent and stop any inproper practices or attenpts tending to 2360
obstruct, intimdate, or interfere with any elector in registering 2361
or voting. They shall protect observers agai nst nol estation and 2362
viol ence in the performance of their duties, and nay eject from 2363
the polling place any observer for violation of any provision of 2364
Title XXXV of the Revised Code. They shall prevent riots, 2365
vi ol ence, tunmult, or disorder. In the discharge of these duties, 2366
they may call upon the sheriff, police, or other peace officers to 2367
aid themin enforcing the law. They may order the arrest of any 2368
person violating Title XXXV of the Revised Code, but such an 2369
arrest shall not prevent the person fromregistering or voting if 2370
the person is entitled to do so. The sheriff, all constables, 2371
police officers, and other officers of the peace shall imediately 2372
obey and aid in the enforcement of any |awful order made by the 2373
precinct election officials in the enforcenment of Title XXXV of 2374
t he Revi sed Code. 2375

Sec. 3501.35. (A) During an election and the counting of the 2376
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ball ots, no person shall do any of the foll ow ng:

(1) Loiter, congregate, or engage in any kind of election
canmpai gning within the area between the polling place and the
small flags of the United States placed on the thoroughfares and
wal kways | eading to the polling place, and if the line of electors
waiting to vote extends beyond those small flags, within ten feet

of any elector in that |ine;

(2) In any manner hinder or delay an elector in reaching or

| eaving the place fixed for casting the elector's ballot;

(3) Gve, tender, or exhibit any ballot or ticket to any
person other than the elector's own ballot to the judge—-of
precinct election officials within the area between the polling
pl ace and the small flags of the United States placed on the
t horoughf ares and wal kways | eading to the polling place, and if
the line of electors waiting to vote extends beyond those snal

flags, within ten feet of any elector in that line;

(4) Exhibit any ticket or ballot which the elector intends to

cast;

(5) Solicit or in any manner attenpt to influence any el ector

in casting the elector's vote.

(B) Except as otherw se provided in division (C of section
3503. 23 of the Revised Code, no person who is not an el ection
of ficial, enployee, observer, or police officer shall be all owed
to enter the polling place during the el ection, except for the
pur pose of voting or assisting another person to vote as provided
in section 3505.24 of the Revised Code.

(© No nore electors shall be allowed to approach the voting

shel ves at any tine than there are voting shel ves provided.

(D) The p(udges—of precinct election officials and the police
of ficer shall strictly enforce the observance of this section
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Sec. 3501.37. After each election, the judges—ofelections

precinct election officials of each precinct, except when the

board of el ections assunes the duty, shall see that the novable
boot hs and ot her equi pnment are returned for safekeeping to the
fiscal officer of the township or to the clerk or auditor of the
muni ci pal corporation in which the precinct is situated. The
fiscal officer, clerk, or auditor shall have booths and equi prent
on hand and in place at the polling places in each precinct before
the time for opening the polls on election days, and for this
service the board nay allow the necessary expenses incurred. In

cities, this duty shall devolve on the board.

Sec. 3501.38. All declarations of candi dacy, nom nating
petitions, or other petitions presented to or filed with the
secretary of state or a board of elections or with any ot her
public office for the purpose of becom ng a candidate for any
noni nation or office or for the holding of an el ection on any
issue shall, in addition to neeting the other specific
requi rements prescribed in the sections of the Revised Code

relating to them be governed by the follow ng rules:

(A) Only electors qualified to vote on the candi dacy or issue
which is the subject of the petition shall sign a petition. Each
signer shall be a registered elector pursuant to section 3503411
3503. 01 of the Revised Code. The facts of qualification shall be

determ ned as of the date when the petition is fil ed.

(B) Signatures shall be affixed in ink. Each signer may al so
print the signer's nane, so as to clearly identify the signer's

si gnat ure.

(C Each signer shall place on the petition after the
signer's nanme the date of signing and the | ocation of the signer's

voting residence, including the street and nunber if in a
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nmuni ci pal corporation or the rural route nunber, post office
address, or township if outside a municipal corporation. The
voti ng address given on the petition shall be the address

appearing in the registration records at the board of el ections.

(D) Except as otherw se provided in section 3501.382 of the
Revi sed Code, no person shall wite any nanme other than the
person's own on any petition. Except as otherw se provided in
section 3501.382 of the Revised Code, no person nmay authorize
another to sign for the person. If a petition contains the
signhature of an elector two or nore tines, only the first

signature shall be counted.

(E) (1) On each petition paper, the circulator shall indicate
t he nunber of signatures contained on it, and shall sign a
statenment made under penalty of election falsification that the
circulator witnessed the affixing of every signature, that al
signers were to the best of the circulator's know edge and beli ef
qualified to sign, and that every signature is to the best of the
circulator's know edge and belief the signature of the person
whose signature it purports to be or of an attorney in fact acting
pursuant to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code. On the
circulator's statenment for a declaration of candi dacy or
noni nating petition for a person seeking to becone a statew de
candidate or for a statewide initiative or a statew de referendum
petition, the circulator shall identify the circulator's nane, the
address of the circulator's pernanent residence, and the nane and
address of the person enploying the circulator to circulate the

petition, if any.

(2) As used in division (E) of this section, "statew de
candi date” neans the joint candidates for the offices of governor
and |ieutenant governor or a candidate for the office of secretary
of state, auditor of state, treasurer of state, or attorney

gener al
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(F) Except as otherw se provided in section 3501.382 of the
Revi sed Code, if a circulator knowingly pernmits an unqualified
person to sign a petition paper or pernits a person to wite a
name ot her than the person's own on a petition paper, that
petition paper is invalid; otherwi se, the signature of a person
not qualified to sign shall be rejected but shall not invalidate

the other valid signatures on the paper.

(G The circulator of a petition may, before filing it in a
public office, strike fromit any signature the circul ator does

not wish to present as a part of the petition.

(H) Any signer of a petition or an attorney in fact acting

pursuant to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code on behalf of a

signer may renove the signer's signature fromthat petition at any

time before the petitionis filed in a public office by striking
the signer's nane fromthe petition; no signature may be renoved

after the petitionis filed in any public office.

(1)(1) No alterations, corrections, or additions nay be nade

to a petition after it is filed in a public office.

(2)(a) No declaration of candidacy, nom nating petition, or
other petition for the purpose of becom ng a candi date may be
withdrawn after it is filed in a public office. Nothing in this
di vision prohibits a person fromw thdrawing as a candi date as

ot herwi se provided by | aw.

(b) No petition presented to or filed with the secretary of

state, a board of elections, or any other public office for the

pur pose of the holding of an el ection on any question or issue nmay
be resubmtted after it is wthdrawn froma public office. Nothing
in this division prevents a question or issue petition from being

withdrawn by the filing of a witten notice of the withdrawal by a

majority of the menbers of the petitioning conmttee with the same

public office with which the petition was filed prior to the
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sixtieth day before the election at which the question or issue is

schedul ed to appear on the ballot.

(J) Al declarations of candidacy, nom nating petitions, or
other petitions under this section shall be acconpani ed by the
follow ng statenent in bol dface capital letters: WHOEVER COW TS
ELECTI ON FALSI FICATION IS GUILTY OF A FELONY OF THE FI FTH DEGREE.

(K)y Al separate petition papers shall be filed at the sane

time, as one instrunent.

(L) If a board of elections distributes for use a petition
formfor a declaration of candidacy, noninating petition, or any
type of question or issue petition that does not satisfy the
requi rements of law as of the date of that distribution, the board
shall not invalidate the petition on the basis that the petition
form does not satisfy the requirenents of law, if the petition
otherwise is valid. Division (L) of this section applies only if
the candi date received the petition fromthe board within ninety

days of when the petition is required to be filed.

Sec. 3501.40. (A) Each board of elections shall create an

election adnministration plan for each presidential primry

el ection and each general election conducted in an even-nunbered

year.

(B) The election adnmi nistration plan shall include provisions

for all of the follow ng

(1) Precinct election official recruitnent, training, and

accountability:

(2) Resource allocation, including plans to all eviate any

line of waiting voters that is estimated to take one hour or

|l onger _on the day of an el ection:

(3) Election day communi cation;

(4) Materials:
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(5) Election day contingencies:;

(6) Security:

(7) Voter reqgistration

(8) Absent voter's ballots:

(9) A master cal endar

In addition to the information required by divisions (B)(1)

through (9) of this section, additional information may be

included in the election adninistration plan at the discretion of

the board or according to the instructions of the secretary of

state.

(G A copy of the election admnistration plan shall be

submtted to the secretary of state not |later than sixty days

before the day of any presidential prinmary election and not |ater

than one hundred twenty days before the day of a general el ection

in an even-nunbered year. The plan shall be submitted in

accordance with instructions issued by the secretary of state.

(D) _The election adm nistration plan of each county shall be

nade publicly available on the web site of the secretary of state.

with redactions to the plan only as authorized under state or

federal |aw. The reason for each redaction shall be noted on the

publ i shed copy of the plan.

Sec. 3501.50. (A) There is hereby created the el ections

noder ni zati on task force, which shall investigate and receive

information related to nmoderni zing Chio's el ecti ons process

including, but not limted to, potential changes to voter

registration, absent voting. in-person absent voting. provisional

voting, voting technology. the statew de voter registration

dat abase, the use of voting centers in lieu of precincts, and any

ot her area deened appropriate by a nmpjority of the nenbers of the

task force.
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(B)(1) The task force shall be conprised of the follow ng

nenbers:

(a) Two nenbers of the general assenbly who are nmenbers of

the sane political party as the speaker of the house of

representatives, to be appointed jointly by the speaker and the

| egislative leader in the senate of the sane political party as

the speaker:

(b) Two nenbers of the general assenbly who are nenbers of

the sane political party as the mnority | eader of the house of

representatives, to be appointed jointly by the mnority | eader

and the legislative | eader in the senate of the sanme political

party as the speaker

(c) The president and vice-president of the Ohio association

of election officials, or their designees, who shall be nenbers of

different major political parties:;

(d) Two individuals who are nenbers of different nmjor

political parties and who have a recogni zed expertise in el ection

|law, administration, or a sinmilar field, who shall be appoi nted by

the nenbers of the task force identified under divisions (B)(1)(a)

to (c) of this section

(e) The secretary of state, or the secretary of state's

desi gnee, who shall be a nonvoting nenber of the task force.

(2) Initial appointnents of the | eqislative nenbers of the

task force shall be nmade not |ater than ninety days after the

effective date of this section. The |l eqgislative | eaders appoi nting

the general assenbly nenbers shall notify the Chio association of

election officials of the nenbers of the general assenbly who have

been appointed to the task force. The Chio association of el ection

officials shall submt the nanes of their task force nenbers to

the |l egislative nenbers not later than thirty days after the

| eqgi sl ative nenbers have been appointed. Not |ater than one
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hundred eighty days after the effective date of this section,

those nenbers shall nmeet and sel ect the two expert nenbers of the

task force.

Vacancies on the task force shall be filled in the sane

nanner _as the origi nal appointment.

(3) The task force shall be co-chaired by two menbers., one

fromeach of the two |larqgest political parties represented on the

task force, selected by the nmenbers of the applicable political

party.

(€ The task force shall neet publicly not |less than once per

quarter, and shall report to the general assenbly, the governor

and, during its existence, the constitutional nodernization

conmi ssion, not less than two tines per vear its findings on best

practices for elections, proposed statutory changes. and

recommended constitutional changes. The task force also shall make

recommendati ons regardi ng the establishment of voting centers not
|ater than March 1, 2015.

(D) The task force shall continue in existence for a mni num

of three vears after the effective date of this section., or until

by a vote of three-quarters of its nenbers, the task force votes

to dissol ve.

Sec. 3501.91. (A) No person acting under col or of |aw shall

deny the right of any individual to vote in any el ection because

of _an error or onission on any record or paper relating to any

application, reqgistration, or other act requisite to voting, if

the error or omssion is not material in determ ning whether the

individual is qualified to vote in that el ection

(B) Each of the following have a cause of action agai nst each

per son who acted under color of law to deny an elector's right to

vote in violation of division (A of this section:
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(1) An elector whose right to vote has been deni ed;

(2) A candidate in that election, if the outcone of the

candi date's race may have been affected by the alleged violation

of division (A of this section;

(3) Apolitical party with which a candidate in that el ection

is affiliated, if the outcone of the candidate's race may have

been affected by the alleged violation of division (A of this

section;

(4) The committee responsible for an initiative or referendum

petition, if the outcone of the question or issue arising from

that petition may have been affected by the all eged violation of

division (A of this section

(G In any civil action based on the cause of action

est abl i shed under division (B) of this section, the conpl ai nant

may seek a declaratory judgnent, an injunction, other appropriate

equitable relief, or nonetary damages. The court also shall award

a prevailing conpl ai nant reasonable attorney's fees and court

costs.

(D) _Any action brought under this section shall not be

rendered noot on the grounds that it did not inpact a sufficient

nunber of votes to alter the results of any particul ar el ection.

(E) Notwi thstandi ng any provision of this section to the

contrary, a precinct election official shall be found personally

liable under this section only if the actions of the precinct

election official to deny an elector the right to vote under col or

of law were willful or wanton. If the conduct of the precinct

election official was not willful or wanton, the applicable board

of elections shall be liable for the actions of the precinct

election official to deny the elector the right to vote under

color of |aw
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Sec. 3503.02. Al registrars and judges—oef—elections precinct
election officials, in determning the residence of a person

offering to register or vote, shall be governed by the follow ng

rul es:

(A) That place shall be considered the residence of a person
in which the person's habitation is fixed and to which, whenever

the person is absent, the person has the intention of returning.

(B) A person shall not be considered to have | ost the
person's residence who | eaves the person's hone and goes into
anot her state or county of this state, for tenporary purposes

only, with the intention of returning.

(© A person shall not be considered to have gai ned a
residence in any county of this state into which the person cones
for tenporary purposes only, without the intention of making such

county the pernanent place of abode.

(D) The place where the fanmily of a narried person resides
shall be considered to be the person's place of residence; except
that when the spouses have separated and |ive apart, the place
where such a spouse resides the length of time required to entitle
a person to vote shall be considered to be the spouse's place of

resi dence.

(E) If a person renoves to another state with the intention
of maki ng such state the person's residence, the person shall be

consi dered to have | ost the person's residence in this state.

(F) Except as otherwise provided in division (G of this
section, if a person renoves fromthis state and conti nuously
resides outside this state for a period of four years or nore, the
person shall be considered to have | ost the person's residence in
this state, notwithstanding the fact that the person may entertain

an intention to return at sonme future period.
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(Q(1) If a person renpbves fromthis state to engage in the
services of the United States government, the person shall not be
consi dered to have | ost the person's residence in this state, and
i kewi se should the person enter the enploynent of the state, the
pl ace where such person resided at the tinme of the person's

renoval shall be considered to be the person's place of residence.

(2) If a person renpves fromthis state to a | ocation outside
of the United States and the person does not becone a resident of
anot her state, the person shall not be considered to have |ost the
person's residence in this state. The place where the person
resided at the tine of the person's renoval shall be considered to

be the person's place of residence.

(3) If a personis eligible to vote in this state under
division (D) (2) of section 3511.011 of the Revised Code, the place
where the person's parent or |legal guardian resided in this state
prior to that parent or legal guardian's renoval to a |ocation
outside of the United States shall be considered to be the

person's place of residence.

(4) If an address that is considered to be a person's place
of residence under division (G of this section ceases to be a
recogni zed residential address, the board of elections shal

assign an address to the applicable person for voting purposes.

(H If a person goes into another state and while there
exercises the right of a citizen by voting, the person shall be

consi dered to have | ost the person's residence in this state.

(1) If a person does not have a fixed place of habitation
but has a shelter or other location at which the person has been a
consi stent or regular inhabitant and to which the person has the
intention of returning, that shelter or other |ocation shall be
deened the person's residence for the purpose of registering to

vot e.
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Sec. 3503.06. {A»> No person shall be entitled to vote at any
el ection, or to sign er———eireuwtate any declaration of candi dacy or
any nef-hating—or—recall petition, unless the person is
regi stered as an elector and will have resided in the county and

precinct where the person is registered for at least thirty days

at the tine of the next el ection.
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Sec. 3503.09. (A) (1) The secretary of state shall adopt rules
for the electronic transnission by boards of elections, designated
agenci es, eofficesof deputy registrarsof notor—vehicles— public
hi gh school s and vocational schools, public libraries, and offices
of county treasurers, where applicable, of nane and resi dence
changes for voter registration records in the statew de voter

regi strati on dat abase.

(2) The secretary of state shall adopt rules for the purpose
of inmproving the speed of processing new voter registrations that
permt information froma voter registration application received
by a desi gnated agency e+—an—eoffice—-ofdeputyregistrar—ofnotor
vehieles to be nade available electronically, in addition to
requiring the original voter registration application to be

transnmitted to the applicable board of elections under division
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(E)(2) of section 3503.10 or section 3503.11 of the Revised Code.

(B) Rul es adopted under division (A of this section shall do

all of the foll ow ng:

(1) Prohibit any direct electronic connection between a
desi gnat ed agency, eoffice of deputy registrarof motor vehicles
public high school or vocational school, public library, or office
of a county treasurer and the statew de voter registration

dat abase;

(2) Require any updated voter registration information to be
verified by the secretary of state or a board of el ections before
the infornmation is added to the statew de voter registration
dat abase for the purpose of nodifying an existing voter

regi stration;

(3) Require each designated agency er—efiice—-of—deputy
registrar—of mptor—vehiceles that transnits voter registration

information electronically to transmt an identifier for data
relating to each new voter registration that shall be used by the
secretary of state or a board of elections to match the electronic

data to the original voter registration application

Sec. 3503.10. (A) Each designated agency shall designate one
person within that agency to serve as coordinator for the voter
registration programw thin the agency and its departnents,

di vi sions, and prograns. The desi gnated person shall be trained
under a program designed by the secretary of state and shall be
responsi ble for administering all aspects of the voter

regi stration programfor that agency as prescribed by the
secretary of state. The designated person shall receive no

addi ti onal conpensation for perform ng such duties.

(B) (1) Every designated agency, public high school and

vocational school, public library, and office of a county
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treasurer shall provide in each of its offices or |ocations voter
regi stration applications and assistance in the registration of
persons qualified to register to vote, in accordance with this

chapt er.

(2) Each designated agency shall affirmatively offer the

opportunity to reqgister to vote, or to update the person's voter

regi stration, to each eligible resident of this state who

interacts with the agency in a manner detailed in this section or

ot herw se prescribed by rules adopted by the secretary of state.

(O Every designated agency shall distribute to its
applicants, prior to or in conjunction with distributing a voter
regi stration application, a formprescribed by the secretary of

state that includes all of the follow ng:

(1) The question, "Do you want to register to vote or update
your current voter registration?"--followed by boxes for the
applicant to indicate whether the applicant would like to register
or decline to register to vote, and the statenent, highlighted in
bold print, "If you do not check either box, you will be

consi dered to have decided not to register to vote at this tine.";

(2) If the agency provides public assistance, the statenent,
"Applying to register or declining to register to vote will not
af fect the anpbunt of assistance that you will be provided by this

agency.";

(3) The statement, "If you would like help in filling out the
voter registration application form we will help you. The
deci si on whether to seek or accept help is yours. You may fill out

the application formin private.";

(4) The statenent, "If you believe that sonmeone has
interfered with your right to register or to decline to register
to vote, your right to privacy in deciding whether to register or

in applying to register to vote, or your right to choose your own
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political party or other political preference, you may file a
complaint with the prosecuting attorney of your county or with the
secretary of state," with the address and tel ephone nunber for

each such official's office.

(D) (1) Each designated agency shall distribute a voter
regi stration formprescribed by the secretary of state to each
applicant with each application for service or assistance, and

with each witten application or formfor registration,

application, recertification, renewal, participation, infornation

updat es, or change of address.

(2) If a designated agency pernits an application for

service, or the reqgistration, application, recertification

renewal ., participation, or updating of infornmation pertaining to a

certification or license issued by the state or a state governnent

programto be accessed or conpleted online through the internet,

t he desi gnated agency shall provide a link to the online voter

regi stration system established by the secretary of state pursuant

to section 3503.20 of the Revised Code, as part of the

regi stration, application, recertification, renewal

participation, or updating system

(E) Each designated agency shall do all of the follow ng:

(1) Have enpl oyees trained to adm nister the voter
regi stration programin order to provide to each applicant who
wi shes to register to vote and who accepts assistance, the sane
degree of assistance with regard to conpletion of the voter
regi stration application as is provided by the agency with regard

to the conpletion of its own form

(2) Accept conpleted voter registration applications, voter
regi stration change of residence forns, and voter registration
change of nane forns, regardl ess of whether the application or

formwas distributed by the designated agency, for transnittal to
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the office of the board of elections in the county in which the
agency is located. Each designhated agency and the appropriate
board of elections shall establish a method by which the voter
regi stration applications and other voter registration forns are
transmtted to that board of elections within five days after

bei ng accepted by the agency.

(3) If the designated agency is one that is primarily engaged
in providing services to persons with disabilities under a
stat e-funded program and that agency provi des services to a
person with disabilities at a person's honme, provide the services
described in divisions (E)(1) and (2) of this section at the

person's hone;

(4) Keep as confidential, except as required by the secretary
of state for record-keepi ng purposes, the identity of an agency
t hrough which a person registered to vote or updated the person's
voter registration records, and information relating to a
declination to register to vote made in connection with a voter

regi stration application issued by a desi gnated agency.

(F) The secretary of state shall prepare and transmt witten
instructions on the inplenmentation of the voter registration
program w t hi n each desi gnated agency, public high school and
vocational school, public library, and office of a county

treasurer. The instructions shall include directions as foll ows:

(1) That each person designated to assist with voter
registration maintain strict neutrality with respect to a person's
political philosophies, a person's right to register or decline to
register, and any other matter that may influence a person's

decision to register or not register to vote;

(2) That each person designated to assist with voter
regi stration not seek to influence a person's decision to register

or not register to vote, not display or denponstrate any political
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preference or party allegiance, and not nake any statenment to a
person or take any action the purpose or effect of whichis to

| ead a person to believe that a decision to register or not

regi ster has any bearing on the availability of services or
benefits offered, on the grade in a particular class in school, or

on credit for a particular class in school

(3) Regardi ng when and how to assist a person in conpleting
the voter registration application, what to do with the conpl eted
voter registration application or voter registration update form
and when the application nust be transnmitted to the appropriate

board of el ections;

(4) Regarding what records nust be kept by the agency and
where and when those records should be transmitted to satisfy
reporting requirements inposed on the secretary of state under the

Nat i onal Voter Registration Act of 1993;

(5) Regarding whomto contact to obtain answers to questions

about voter registration forms and procedures.

(G If the voter registration activity is part of an in-class
voter registration programin a public high school or vocationa
school, whether prescribed by the secretary of state or
i ndependent of the secretary of state, the board of education

shall do all of the follow ng:

(1) Establish a schedule of school days and hours during
these days when the person desighated to assist with voter

regi stration shall provide voter registration assistance;

(2) Designate a person to assist with voter registration from

the public high school's or vocational school's staff;

(3) Make voter registration applications and naterials
avail able, as outlined in the voter registration program
establ i shed by the secretary of state pursuant to section 3501. 05
of the Revi sed Code;
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(4) Distribute the statenent, "applying to register or
declining to register to vote will not affect or be a condition of
your receiving a particular grade in or credit for a school course
or class, participating in a curricular or extracurricular
activity, receiving a benefit or privilege, or participating in a
program or activity otherw se available to pupils enrolled in this

school district's schools.";

(5) Establish a method by which the voter registration
application and other voter registration forns are transnmitted to
the board of elections within five days after being accepted by

the public high school or vocational school

(H) Any person enployed by the designated agency, public high
school or vocational school, public library, or office of a county
treasurer nay be designated to assist with voter registration
pursuant to this section. The designated agency, public high
school or vocational school, public library, or office of a county
treasurer shall provide the designated person, and nmake avail abl e
such space as nmay be necessary, wi thout charge to the county or

state.

(1) The secretary of state shall prepare and cause to be
di splayed in a promnent |ocation in each designated agency a
notice that identifies the person designated to assist with voter
regi stration, the nature of that person's duties, and where and
when that person is available for assisting in the registration of

vot ers.

A desi gnat ed agency may furnish additional supplies and
services to dissemnate information to increase public awareness
of the existence of a person designated to assist with voter

registration in every designated agency.

(J) This section does not linit any authority a board of

educati on, superintendent, or principal has to allow, sponsor, or
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pronote voluntary el ection registration prograns within a high
school or vocational school, including progranms in which pupils
serve as persons desighated to assist with voter registration

provi ded that no pupil is required to participate.

(K) Each public library and office of the county treasurer
shal | establish a nmethod by which voter registration forns are
transmitted to the board of elections within five days after being

accepted by the public library or office of the county treasurer.

Aet—ef—31993—

Sec. 3503.14. (A) The secretary of state shall prescribe the
formand content of the registration, change of residence, and
change of nane forns used in this state. The forns shall neet the
requi rements of the National Voter Registration Act of 1993 and

shall include spaces for all of the follow ng:
(1) The voter's nane;
(2) The voter's address;
(3) The current date;
(4) The voter's date of birth;
(5) The voter to provide one or nore of the foll ow ng:

(a) The voter's driver's |license nunber or state

identification card nunber, if any;

(b) The last four digits of the voter's social security

nunber, if any;

(c) A copy of a current and valid photo identification, a
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copy of anilitary identification, or a copy of a current utility

bill, bank statenment, government check, paycheck, or other

gover nnent docunent, other than a—neticeof anelectionmailed by

a notice of voter registration nailed by a board of el ections
under section 3503.19 of the Revised Code, that shows the voter's

name and address.
(6) The voter's signature;,

(7) The voter's tel ephone nunber, which may be provided at

the applicant's discretion;

(8) The voter's electronic mail address, which may be

provided at the applicant's discretion.

Except for forms prescribed by the secretary of state under

section 3503. 11 of the Revised Code, the secretary of state shal
permt boards of elections to produce forns that have subdi vi ded
spaces for each individual al phanuneric character of the

i nformati on provided by the voter so as to accommpdate the

el ectroni ¢ readi ng and conversion of the voter's information to

data and the subsequent electronic transfer of that data to the

statewi de voter registration database established under section

3503. 15 of the Revised Code.

(B) None ot the following persons—whoare registeringan
" . I f TIDNINE | . I
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H—An—-electionofficial- 3018
£2—A-—county—treasurer— 3019
3)-A-deputyregistrar—of mptor—vehicles- 3020
H—An—enployee—of —adesignated—agency— 3021

5 —An—enployee ot o publie high-school 3022
8—An—enployee ot a publie—vocational—school- 3023
H—An—ermployee—of—apubltcH-brary— 3024
£3—An—enployee—of theoffice o acounty treasurer 3025
{H—An—enployee—ot the bureau—ot—rplor vehicles 3026
A0—An—enployee ot —adeputy registrar ot nmotor vehicles 3027
H—An—enployee—of an—electionofficial— 3028

S Except as provided in section 3501.382 of the Revised 3029
Code, any applicant who is unable to sign the applicant's own nane 3030
shall make an "X, " if possible, which shall be certified by the 3031
signing of the name of the applicant by the person filling out the 3032
form who shall add the person's own signature. |If an applicant is 3033
unable to make an "X, " the applicant shall indicate in sone manner 3034
that the applicant desires to register to vote or to change the 3035
applicant's nane or residence. The person registering the 3036
applicant shall sign the formand attest that the applicant 3037
i ndicated that the applicant desired to register to vote or to 3038
change the applicant's nane or residence. 3039
3040

3041

3042

3043

3044

3045

v i i ' L 3046
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. 1 Lon- .
. . . . . .
thoseforas—

Sec. 3503.15. (A)(1) The secretary of state shall establish
and maintain a statew de voter registration database that shall be
continuously available to each board of elections and to other

agenci es as authorized by | aw.

(2)(a) Each state agency shall provide any information and

data to the secretary of state that the secretary of state

consi ders necessary in order to maintain the statew de voter

regi stration database established pursuant to this section. except

where prohibited by federal |law or reqgul ation. The secretary of

state shall ensure that any information or data provided to the

secretary of state that is confidential in the possession of the

entity providing the data renmnins confidential while in the

possession of the secretary of state.

(b) A reqistered elector who is providing change of address

information at a designated agency nay opt to have that change of

address al so serve as a change of address for voter registration

pur poses. The notice provided to a reqgistered el ector under this

section notifving the elector that the elector nay opt to have the

el ector's change of address al so serve as a change of address for

voter reqgistration purposes shall include the foll owi ng statenent:

"If you choose to update your current voter registration

address, you will receive a notification fromthe board of

el ections that your address has changed. |If you are not currently

registered to vote, updating vour address using this formwll not

regi ster you to vote. You should contact the Secretary of State or

your local board of elections if you wish to register to vote."

A desi gnat ed agency that receives a request to update the

address of a reqistered voter shall forward the voter registration
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address change to the secretary of state in the manner specified

under division (A (2)(a) of this section

(c) A board of elections shall contact a reqistered el ector

to verify the accuracy of the information in the statew de voter

regi stration database regarding that elector if information

provi ded under division (A (2)(a) of this section identifies a

di screpancy between the infornmation regarding that elector that is

mai ntained in the statewi de voter reqgistration database and

nai nt ai ned by a desi gnated agency. In no circunstance shall such a

di screpancy on its own be sufficient to permt the renpval of a

voter fromthe statew de voter reqgistration database, unl ess

requi red by federal | aw

(3) The secretary of state shall pursue any necessary

agreenents with designated agencies to facilitate the electronic

updating of voter reqgistration infornmation to conply with the

requi renents of the National Voter Reqistration Act of 1993 and to

i nprove the voter reqgistration process in this state. Any

agreenent _entered into under this division shall include a

nechani smfor nonitoring the frequency and accuracy of the

information being transnitted. The secretary of state shall verify

that the information required to be transnmtted pursuant to those

agreenents to facilitate the el ectronic updating of voter

registration information is being accurately transnitted in

accordance with those agreenents.

(B) The statew de voter registration database established
under this section shall be the official list of registered voters

for all elections conducted in this state.

(C The statewi de voter registration database established
under this section shall, at a mninmum include all of the

fol | owi ng:

(1) An electronic network that connects all board of
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el ections offices with the office of the secretary of state and

with the offices of all other boards of el ections;

(2) A conputer programthat harnoni zes the records contai ned
in the database with records mai ntai ned by each board of

el ecti ons;

(3) An interactive conputer programthat allows access to the
records contained in the database by each board of el ections and
by any persons authorized by the secretary of state to add,
del ete, nodify, or print database records, and to conduct updates

of the dat abase;

(4) A search program capabl e of verifying registered voters
and their registration information by name, driver's license

nunmber, state identification card nunber, birth date, social

security nunber, or current address, or by conducting a w ldcard

search using at | east three characters fromany of those search

fields;

(5) Safeguards and conponents to ensure that the integrity,
security, and confidentiality of the voter registration

information i s nmai ntai ned.

(D) The secretary of state shall adopt rules pursuant to

Chapter 119. of the Revised Code doing all of the foll ow ng:

(1) Specifying the manner in which existing voter
regi stration records nai ntained by boards of elections shall be
converted to electronic files for inclusion in the statew de voter

regi stration database;

(2) Establishing a uniformnethod for entering voter
registration records into the statew de voter registration
dat abase on an expedited basis, but not |ess than once per day, if

new registration information i s received;

(3) Establishing a uniformnethod for purging cancel ed voter
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registration records fromthe statew de voter registration

dat abase in accordance with section 3503.21 of the Revi sed Code;

(4) Specifying the persons authorized to add, delete, nodify,
or print records contained in the statew de voter registration

dat abase and to nake updates of that database;

(5) Establishing a process for annually auditing the
information contained in the statew de voter registration

dat abase.

(E) A board of elections pronptly shall purge a voter's nane
and voter registration information fromthe statew de voter
regi strati on database in accordance with the rul es adopted by the
secretary of state under division (D)(3) of this section after the
cancellation of a voter's registration under section 3503.21 of
the Revi sed Code.

(F) The secretary of state shall provide training in the
operation of the statew de voter registration database to each
board of elections and to any persons authorized by the secretary
of state to add, delete, nodify, or print database records, and to

conduct updates of the database.

(G (1) The statew de voter registration database established
under this section shall be nade available on a web site of the

of fice of the secretary of state as foll ows:

(a) horw  dod_in divisi 1y b
: on—onby_the_folowing_int , : »

H—Fhe—voter—s—voting—histoery— Beginning not |ater than six
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nonths after the effective date of this anendnent, the secretary

of state's web site shall all ow searchable access to the statew de

voter registration database using any conbination of the follow ng

search ternms: first nane. last nanme. house nunber., street address,

street name, city., county. or date of birth. None of the search

ternms shall be a required field to conduct a search of the

statewi de voter reqgistration database, and the search endgi ne shal

all ow wi ldcard search options for partial entries in each field.

The search engine shall permt the return of multiple results, but

may prevent the return of results exceedi ng one hundred.

(b) Buring Beginning not later than six nonths after the

effective date of this amendnent, during the thirty days before

the day of a primary or general election, the web site interface
of the statew de voter registration database shall permt a—veter
any person to search for the a precinct or polling |ocation at
wh-eh—that—veter—may—east—a—ballet by address or partial address,

i ncluding the use of wildcard search options.

(c) Areqgistered elector whose residential and fanmli al

information is exenpt frombeing a public record under division
(A (7) of section 149.43 of the Revised Code, or the enplover of

such a reqgistered elector, may notify the secretary of state or

the board of elections of the elector's county of residence that

the elector's residential information is exenpt from di scl osure

under that section. Upon receiving such a notice, the secretary of

state or board of elections shall revise that person's infornation

in the searchable web site access of the statew de voter

regi strati on database to pernmt a nane search to show only the

person's precinct voting | ocation, but not the person's

residential information.

(2) The secretary of state shall establish, by rul e adopted
under Chapter 119. of the Revised Code, a process for boards of

el ections to notify the secretary of state of changes in the
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| ocations of precinct polling places for the purpose of updating
the infornati on made avail able on the secretary of state's web
site under division (Q(1)(b) of this section. Those rul es shal
require a board of elections, during the thirty days before the
day of a primary or general election, to notify the secretary of
state within one business day of any change to the location of a

precinct polling place within the county.

(3) During the thirty days before the day of a primary or
general election, not |later than one business day after receiving
a notification froma county pursuant to division (G (2) of this
section that the location of a precinct polling place has changed,
the secretary of state shall update that information on the
secretary of state's web site for the purpose of division
(G(1)(b) of this section

Sec. 3503.151. (A) Except as otherw se provided in divisions

(B) and (C) of this section, a board of elections that is

conducting a search of the statew de voter reqgistration database

to verify the registration status of a voter for the purpose of

eval uating an absent voter's ballot application, an absent voter's

ballot, or a provisional ballot shall use the follow ng or a

simlar process:

(1) Search using the exact first and | ast nane of the voter,

acconpani ed by the voter's date of birth;

(2) 1f the applicable voter is not identified follow ng the

search conducted under division (A (1) of this section. search

using the last four digits of the voter's social security nunber:;

(3) If the applicable voter is not identified follow ng the

search conducted under division (A (2) of this section., search

using the first three characters of the first nane and the first

four characters of the |ast nane, acconpanied by the voter's date

of birth, if avail able;
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(4) 1f the applicable voter is not identified follow ng the

search conducted under division (A (3) of this section, search

using the voter's driver's |license nunber or state identification

card nunber ;

(5) If the applicable voter is not identified foll owing the

search conducted under division (A (4) of this section., search

using the first three characters of the first nane and the first

four characters of the |ast nane, acconpani ed by the | ast four

digits of the voter's social security nunber.

(B) If the search process specified under division (A of

this section returns nmultiple possible results, the board shal

narrow the search terns as it considers appropriate in order to

identify the specific voter at issue.

(C) The search process specified under division (A of this

section may be nodified as required based on the technol ogy of the

board. |If the search process is nodified under this division, the

search process to be used to verify the registration status of a

voter shall be made publicly avail able by the board not |ater than

sixty days prior to the next primary, special. or genera

el ection.

Sec. 3503.16. (A) Wienever a registered el ector changes the
pl ace of residence of that registered elector fromone precinct to
another within a county or fromone county to another, or has a
change of nane, that registered elector shall report the change by
delivering a change of residence or change of nane form whichever
is appropriate, as prescribed by the secretary of state under
section 3503. 14 of the Revised Code to the state or local office
of a designated agency, a public high school or vocational school

a public library, the office of the county treasurer, the office

of the secretary of state, anyeoffice of the registraror deputy
registrar—of nptor—vehicles— or any office of a board of el ections
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in person or by a third person. Any voter registration, change of
address, or change of nanme application, returned by mail, may be

sent only to the secretary of state or the board of elections.

A registered elector also nmay update the registration of that
regi stered elector by filing a change of residence or change of

name formen at either of the following tines and | ocati ons:

(1) On the day of a special, primary, or general election at
the polling place in the precinct in which that registered el ector
resides or at the board of elections or at another site designated

by the board,_

(2) During the tine at which reqgistered el ectors may cast

absent voter's ballots in person before an election. at any

| ocation at which the elector is eligible to cast an absent

voter's ballot in person for that el ection

(B)(1)(a) Any registered elector who noves within a precinct
on or prior to the day of a general, primary, or special election
and has not filed a notice of change of residence with the board
of elections may vote in that election by going to that registered

el ector's assigned polling place on the day of the election or by

going to the |location at which the elector is eliqgible to cast

absent voter's ballots in person for that election during the tine

absent voter's ballots may be cast in person prior to the day of

that election, conpleting and signing a notice of change of

resi dence, showing identification in the formof a current and
valid photo identification, a mlitary identification, or a copy
of a current utility bill, bank statenment, government check
paycheck, or other governnent docunment, other than a—netice of an

the—Revised—GCode—o+ a notice of voter registration nailed by a
board of el ections under section 3503.19 of the Revi sed Code, that

shows the nanme and current address of the elector, and casting a

bal | ot. H—the elector provides—either a driver—slicenseora
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(b) Any registered el ector who changes the name of that
regi stered elector and remains within a precinct on or prior to
the day of a general, primary, or special election and has not
filed a notice of change of nane with the board of el ections may
vote in that election by going to that registered elector's

assigned polling place on the day of the election or by going to

the location at which the elector is eligible to cast absent

voter's ballots in person for that election during the tine absent

voter's ballots may be cast in person prior to the day of that

el ection, conpleting and signing a notice of a change of nane, and
casting a provisional ballot under section 3505.181 of the Revised

Code. If the registered elector provides to the precinct election

officials proof of a |legal nane change, such as a nmarriage license

or court order that includes the elector's current and prior

nanes, the elector nmay conplete and sign a notice of change of

nane_and cast a reqular ball ot.

(c) If the nane offered by a reqgistered el ector who appears

to vote differs fromthe elector's nane as it appears in the pol

list or pollbook, and the precinct election officials determ ne

that the difference in the names is due to clerical error, the

el ector may conplete and sign a notice of change of nane for the

pur pose of correcting the clerical error in the voter registration
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records and cast a reqular ballot.

(2) Any registered el ector who noves fromone precinct to
another within a county or noves from one precinct to another and
changes the nane of that registered elector on or prior to the day
of a general, primary, or special election and has not filed a
noti ce of change of residence or change of name, whichever is
appropriate, with the board of elections nay vote in that el ection
if that registered elector conplies with division (G of this

section or does all of the follow ng:

(a) Appears at—anytiwe duri ng regular—businesshours—onor
: I ahth d : I I : : hich tl
. L ol : ol T I : ¢ hold
I I : g ol , | ot i fih d
prior—to—the—election—through—noon—of—the Saturday—prioer—to the

tine that absent voter's ballots nmay be cast in person for that

el ection at the office of the board of el ecti ons—appears—at—any

electionatthe officeof the boardof elections or, if pursuant
to division (C) of section 3501.10 of the Revised Code, the board

has desi gnated another | ocation at which reqgistered el ectors may

cast absent voter's ballots in person for that election, at that

other |l ocation instead of the office of the board of el ections, or

appears on the day of the election at either of the follow ng

| ocati ons:

(i) The polling place in the precinct in which that

regi stered el ector resides;

(ii) The office of the board of elections or, if pursuant to
division (C of section 3501.10 of the Revised Code the board has
desi gnated another location in the county at which registered
el ectors may vote, at that other |ocation instead of the office of

the board of el ections.
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(b) Conpl etes and signs, under penalty of election

falsification, the witten affirnmati on on the provisional ballot

envel ope, which shall serve as a notice of change of residence or

change of nane, whichever is appropriate—andfitesit—wth

(c) Votes a provisional ballot under section 3505.181 of the
Revi sed Code at the polling place, at the office of the board of
el ections, or, if pursuant to division (C) of section 3501.10 of
the Revised Code the board has designated another |ocation in the
county at which registered electors may vote, at that other
| ocation instead of the office of the board of el ections,
whi chever is appropriate, using the address to which that
regi stered el ector has noved or the name of that registered

el ector as changed, whichever is appropriate;

(d) Conpl etes and signs, under penalty of election
falsification, a statenent attesting that that registered el ector
noved or had a change of nane, whichever is appropriate, on or
prior to the day of the election, has voted a provisional ballot
at the polling place in the precinct in which that registered
el ector resides, at the office of the board of elections, or, if
pursuant to division (C) of section 3501.10 of the Revised Code
t he board has designated another |ocation in the county at which
regi stered electors may vote, at that other location instead of
the office of the board of elections, whichever is appropriate,

and will not vote or attenpt to vote at any other |ocation for

that particular el ection. Fhestatenentrequiredunder—di-vision
\ (2} () of thi : hal | be_ineluded I : :
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(O Any registered el ector who noves fromone county to

anot her county within the state on or prior to the day of a
general, primary, or special election and has not registered to
vote in the county to which that registered elector noved may vote
in that election if that registered elector conplies with division

(G of this section or does all of the foll ow ng:

(1) Appears at—any—tine during regular—businesshours—on—or
: ahth_d . I I . . hi I
. [ ol ol NI I : e hold
I I : o ol : | Rt i fin d
pror—to-the election—through-noonof the Saturday prierte the

time that absent voter's ballots nay be cast in person for that

el ection at the office of the board of elections or, if pursuant
to division (C) of section 3501.10 of the Revised Code the board
has desi gnated another |ocation in the county at which registered

el ectors may vete cast absent voter's ballots in person for that

el ection, at that other location instead of the office of the

board of el ections, appears—duringregularbusiness hoursonthe

appears on the day of the election at the office of the board of

el ections or, if pursuant to division (C) of section 3501.10 of
the Revised Code the board has designated another |ocation in the
county at which registered electors nay vote, at that other

| ocation instead of the office of the board of el ections;

(2) Conpl etes and signs, under penalty of election

falsification, the witten affirmati on on the provisional ball ot
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envel ope, which shall serve as a notice of change of residence anrd

(3) Votes a provisional ballot under section 3505.181 of the

Revi sed Code at the office of the board of elections or, if
pursuant to division (C) of section 3501.10 of the Revised Code
the board has desi gnated another |l ocation in the county at which
regi stered electors may vote, at that other l|ocation instead of
the office of the board of elections, using the address to which

that registered el ector has noved,

(4) Conpletes and signs, under penalty of election
falsification, a statenent attesting that that regi stered el ector
has noved from one county to another county within the state on or
prior to the day of the election, has voted at the office of the
board of elections or, if pursuant to division (C) of section
3501. 10 of the Revised Code the board has designated anot her
location in the county at which registered electors may vote, at
that other |ocation instead of the office of the board of

el ections, and will not vote or attenpt to vote at any other

location for that particular election. Fhe-statement reqguired

I i visi )4}t thi . Ll be included I

. C ol : g : I I i visi \(2) of
this——seetion—

(D) A person who votes by absent voter's ballots pursuant to
division (G of this section shall not nake witten application
for the ballots pursuant to Chapter 3509. of the Revised Code.
Bal |l ots cast pursuant to division (G of this section shall be set
aside in a special envel ope and counted during the official

canvass of votes in the manner provided for in sections 3505.32
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and 3509. 06 of the Revised Code insofar as that manner is
appl i cabl e. The board shall exani ne the pollbooks to verify that
no ball ot was cast at the polls or by absent voter's ballots under
Chapter 3509. or 3511. of the Revised Code by an el ector who has
voted by absent voter's ballots pursuant to division (G of this
section. Any ballot determ ned to be insufficient for any of the
reasons stated above or stated in section 3509.07 of the Revised

Code shall not be count ed.

Subj ect to division (C of section 3501.10 of the Revised
Code, a board of elections nay | ease or otherwi se acquire a site
different fromthe office of the board at which registered

el ectors may vote pursuant to division (B) or (C of this section

(E) Upon receiving a notice of change of residence or change
of name ferm the board of elections shall imrediately send the
regi strant an acknow edgnent notice. |f the change of residence or
change of nane fermnotice is valid, the board shall update the
voter's registration as appropriate. If that fermnotice is
inconpl ete, the board shall informthe registrant in the
acknow edgnent notice specified in this division of the
i nformati on necessary to conplete or update that registrant's

registration.

(F) Change of residence and change of nane forns shall be
avai l abl e at each polling place, and when these forns are
conmpl eted, noting changes of residence or nane, as appropriate,
they shall be filed with election officials at the polling place.
Election officials shall return conpleted fornms, together with the

pol | books and tally sheets, to the board of el ections.

The board of elections shall provide change of residence and
change of nanme fornms to the probate court and court of comon
pl eas. The court shall provide the forns to any person ei ghteen
years of age or ol der who has a change of nanme by order of the

court or who applies for a nmarriage |license. The court shal
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forward all conpleted forms to the board of elections within five

days after receiving them

(G Aregistered elector who otherwi se would qualify to vote
under division (B) or (C) of this section but is unable to appear
at the office of the board of elections or, if pursuant to
division (C) of section 3501.10 of the Revised Code the board has
desi gnated another location in the county at which registered
el ectors may vote, at that other |ocation, on account of personal
illness, physical disability, or infirmty, may vote on the day of

the election if that registered el ector does all of the follow ng:

(1) Makes a—witten application in witing, by facsinle

transm ssion, or by electronic nmail that includes all of the

informati on required under section 3509.03 of the Revised Code to
the appropriate board for an absent voter's ball ot enrer—afterthe

. . . el .
elector—w-shesto—votethrough during the tinme that absent voter's

ball ots may be cast in person for that election, but not |ater

than noon of the Saturday prior to that el ection and requests that
t he absent voter's ballot be sent to the address to which the

regi stered elector has noved if the registered el ector has noved,
or to the address of that registered el ector who has not noved but

has had a change of nane;

(2) Declares that the registered el ector has noved or had a
change of nane, whichever is appropriate, and otherwise is
qualified to vote under the circunstances described in division
(B) or (C) of this section, whichever is appropriate, but that the
registered elector is unable to appear at the board of elections

because of personal illness, physical disability, or infirmty;

(3) Conpletes and returns along with the conpl eted absent
voter's ballot a notice of change of residence indicating the
address to which the registered el ector has noved, or a notice of

change of nane, whichever is appropriate;
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(4) Conpl etes and signs, under penalty of election
falsification, a statenment attesting that the registered el ector
has noved or had a change of name on or prior to the day before
the el ection, has voted by absent voter's ballot because of
personal illness, physical disability, or infirmty that prevented
the registered elector fromappearing at the board of el ections,
and will not vote or attenpt to vote at any other |ocation or by
absent voter's ballot mailed to any other |ocation or address for

that particular election.

(5) Any elector who applies for an absent voter's ball ot

under division (G (1) of this section by facsimle transm ssion or

electronic mail shall include a paper application for those

ballots that includes the elector's signature in the return

envel ope with the elector's conpleted absent voter's ballots.

Sec. 3503.18. (A (1) The chief health officer of each

political subdivision and the director of health shall file with

the secretary of state and each board of elections, at | east once

each nonth, the nanes. social security nunbers., dates of birth,

dates of death. and residences of all persons. over eighteen vears

of age, who have died within such subdivision or within this state

or _another state, respectively, within such nonth.

(2) The secretary of state and the director of health shall

jointly establish a secure electronic systemthrough which they

shal | exchange the information described in division (A (1) of

this section regarding the death of a reqgistered el ector.

(B) At least once each nonth, each probate judge in this
state shall file with the board of elections the nanes and
resi dence addresses of all persons over eighteen years of age who
have been adjudi cated i nconpetent for the purpose of voting, as
provided in section 5122. 301 of the Revised Code. At

(C) At least once each nonth the clerk of the court of common
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pleas shall file with the board the nanes and resi dence addresses
of all persons who have been convicted during the previous nonth
of crimes that woul d di sfranchi se such persons under existing |aws
of the state. Reports of conviction of crines under the | aws of
the United States that woul d disfranchise an elector and that are
provided to the secretary of state by any United States attorney
shal |l be forwarded by the secretary of state to the appropriate

board of el ections.

(D) Upon receiving a report required by this section, the
secretary of state or board of elections shall pronptly earcel—the
registration—of send a notice to the registrati on address of each

el ector naned in the report that the individual's voter

registration will be canceled unless the information in the report

is disputed within thirty days. If the information in the report

is not disputed within thirty days after the notice is sent, the

secretary of state or board of elections shall pronptly cancel the

registration of the elector. If the report contains a residence

address of an elector in a county other than the county in which
the board of elections is |located, the director shall promptly
send a copy of the report to the appropriate board of elections,

whi ch shall eancel—the—+egistration follow the process specified

in this division.

(BE) 1If an individual whose registration has been cancel ed

under this section appears to vote and casts a provisional ballot

followi ng that cancell ation, the applicable board of el ections

shall investigate the cancell ati on and deterni ne whether the

cancellation was nade in error. If the board deterni nes that the

cancellation was nade in error, the elector's reqistration shal

be reinstated and the provisional ballot cast follow ng that

cancel |l ati on shall be counted.

Sec. 3503.19. (A Persons qualified to register or to change
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their registration because of a change of address or change of
nane may regi ster or change their registration in person at any
state or |local office of a designated agency, at—the officeof the
registrar—or—any—deputyregistrarof nptor—vehicles— at a public
hi gh school or vocational school, at a public library, at the
office of a county treasurer, or at a branch office established by
the board of elections, or in person, through another person, or
by mail at the office of the secretary of state or at the office
of a board of elections. Aregistered elector nay al so change the
el ector's registration on election day at any polling place where
the elector is eligible to vote, in the manner provi ded under
section 3503.16 of the Revised Code.

Any state or local office of a designated agency, the—efHce
f ) . I . : hicles— a
publ i c high school or vocational school, a public library, or the
office of a county treasurer shall transmt any voter registration
application or change of registration formthat it receives to the
board of elections of the county in which the state or | ocal
office is located, within five days after receiving the voter

regi stration application or change of registration form

An ot herwi se valid voter registration application that is
returned to the appropriate office other than by mail nust be
received by a state or local office of a designated agency, the

g : . I . : eles-
a public high school or vocational school, a public library, the
office of a county treasurer, the office of the secretary of
state, or the office of a board of elections no |ater than the
thirtieth day preceding a primary, special, or general election
for the person to qualify as an elector eligible to vote at that
el ection. An otherwi se valid registration application received
after that day entitles the elector to vote at all subsequent

el ecti ons.
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Any state or local office of a designated agency, theeoffice
f ) . I . i 4
public high school or vocational school, a public library, or the
office of a county treasurer shall date stanp a registration
application or change of nane or change of address formit
receives using a date stanp that does not disclose the identity of

the state or local office that receives the registration

Voter registration applications, if otherwise valid, that are
returned by mail to the office of the secretary of state or to the
of fice of a board of elections nust be postmarked no | ater than
the thirtieth day preceding a primary, special, or genera
el ection in order for the person to qualify as an elector eligible
to vote at that election. If an otherw se valid voter registration
application that is returned by mail does not bear a postmark or a
| egi bl e postmark, the registration shall be valid for that
election if received by the office of the secretary of state or
the office of a board of elections no later than twenty-five days

precedi ng any special, primary, or general election.

(B)(1) Any person may apply in person, by tel ephone, by mail
or through another person for voter registration forns to the
office of the secretary of state or the office of a board of
el ections. An individual who is eligible to vote as a uniforned
services voter or an overseas voter in accordance with 42 U S.C
1973ff-6 also may apply for voter registration fornms by el ectronic
nmeans to the office of the secretary of state or to the board of
el ections of the county in which the person's voting residence is

| ocated pursuant to section 3503.191 of the Revised Code.

(2)(a) An applicant may return the applicant's conpl eted
registration formin person or by mail to any state or | ocal
of fice of a designated agency, to a public high school or
vocational school, to a public library, to the office of a county

treasurer, to the office of the secretary of state, or to the
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of fice of a board of elections. An applicant who is eligible to
vote as a uniformed services voter or an overseas voter in
accordance with 42 U S. C. 1973ff-6 also nay return the applicant's
conpl eted voter registration formelectronically to the office of
the secretary of state or to the board of elections of the county
in which the person's voting residence is |ocated pursuant to
section 3503.191 of the Revised Code.

(b) , o , on An

applicant nay return the applicant's conpleted registration form
t hrough anot her person to any board of elections or the office of

the secretary of state.

(c) : : : : . :
hall , , : I I

I " I | of el . I g Y

seeretary—ofstate—

> If a board of elections or the office of the secretary of
state receives a registration formunder division (B)(2)(b) e——{e)
of this section before the thirtieth day before an el ection, the
board or the office of the secretary of state, as applicable,
shall forward the registration to the board of elections of the
county in which the applicant is seeking to register to vote
within ten days after receiving the application. If a board of
el ections or the office of the secretary of state receives a
regi stration formunder division (B)(2)(b) e—f{e) of this section
on or after the thirtieth day before an election, the board or the
office of the secretary of state, as applicable, shall forward the
registration to the board of elections of the county in which the
applicant is seeking to register to vote within thirty days after

that el ection.

(O (1) A board of elections that receives a voter
regi stration application and is satisfied as to the truth of the

statenents made in the registration formshall register the
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applicant not |ater than twenty business days after receiving the
application, unless that application is received during the thirty
days i mredi ately preceding the day of an el ection. The board shal

pronptly notify the applicant in witing of each of the follow ng:
(a) The applicant's registration;
(b) The precinct in which the applicant is to vote;
(c) In bold type as foll ows:

"Voters nmust bring identification to the polls in order to
verify identity. Identification may include a current and valid
photo identification, a mlitary identification, or a copy of a
current utility bill, bank statement, government check, paycheck
or other government docunent, other than this notification e—=a
peot+ecatton—of—an—election—raiedby—aboardof—elections, that
shows the voter's nane and current address. Voters who do not
provi de one of these docunents will still be able to vote hy
casting a provisional ballot. Voters who do not have any of the
above forms of identification, including a social security nunber,
will still be able to vote by signing an affirmati on swearing to
the voter's identity under penalty of election falsification and

by casting a provisional ballot."

The notification shall be by nonforwardable mail. If the nai
is returned to the board, it shall investigate and cause the

notification to be delivered to the correct address.

(2) If, after investigating as required under division (C (1)
of this section, the board is unable to verify the voter's correct
address, it shall cause the voter's nane in the official
registration list and in the poll list or signature pollbook to be
marked to indicate that the voter's notification was returned to
the board.

At the first election at which a voter whose nane has been so

mar ked appears to vote, the voter shall be required to provide
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identification to the election officials and to vote by

provi sional ballot under section 3505.181 of the Revised Code. If
the provisional ballot is counted pursuant to division (B)(3) of
section 3505.183 of the Revised Code, the board shall correct that
voter's registration, if needed, and shall renobve the indication
that the voter's notification was returned fromthat voter's nane
on the official registration list and on the poll list or
signature poll book. If the provisional ballot is not counted
pursuant to division (B)(4)(a)(i), (v), or (vi) of section

3505. 183 of the Revised Code, the voter's registration shall be
cancel ed. The board shall notify the voter by United States nail

of the cancell ation.

(3) If a notice of the disposition of an otherw se valid
registration application is sent by nonforwardable mail and is
returned undelivered, the person shall be registered as provided
in division (C(2) of this section and sent a confirmation notice
by forwardable mail. If the person fails to respond to the
confirmation notice, update the person's registration, or vote by
provi sional ballot as provided in division (C(2) of this section
in any election during the period of two federal elections
subsequent to the mailing of the confirnmation notice, the person's

regi stration shall be cancel ed.

(4) If a voter registration application is received by the

board of elections prior to the deadline for registering to vote

before an election and that registration application is inconplete

or in sonme way deficient, the board of elections may contact the

applicant using whatever neans is deened appropriate by the board

of elections in consideration of the tinmefrane needed to neet

applicable deadlines and the effort needed to conplete or cure the

deficiency, to notify the applicant of the deficiency. \Wenever

possi ble, the board shall conplete the application, or correct any

deficiency, by confirmng information with the applicant via
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t el ephone, facsinle transmi ssion, electronic mail, or postal

nai | .

If the applicant conpletes the application or cures the

deficiency not later than ten days before the day of that

election, all of the follow ng shall apply:

(a) The applicant shall be considered to have regi stered to

vote in a tinely manner for that el ection;

(b) The board shall register the applicant to vote and send

the notice required by division (€ (1) of this section to the

appli cant:

(c) The applicant shall be eligible to vote in that el ection.

Sec. 3503.20. (A The secretary of state. by rule, shal

establish a secure online process for voter registration. The

rules shall provide for all of the foll ow ng:

(1) An applicant to subnit a voter registration application

to the secretary of state online through the internet;

(2) The online applicant to be reqgistered to vote, if all of

the foll owi ng apply:

(a) The application contains all of the required informtion,

including the last four digits of the applicant's social security

nunber ;

(b) The applicant is qualified to register to vote; and

(c) The applicant attests to the truth and accuracy of the

information submtted in the online application under penalty of

election falsification using the applicant's Chio driver's |license

nunber or the applicant's Chio identification card nunber as proof

of the applicant's identity.

(B) If an individual reqgisters to vote or a regqgistered

el ector updates the elector's nane, address, or both under this
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section, the secretary of state shall obtain an el ectronic copy of

the applicant's or elector's signature that is on file with the

bureau of mptor vehicles. That electronic signature shall be used

as the applicant's or elector's signature on voter registration

records, for all election and signature-natchi ng purposes.

(C) The secretary of state shall enploy whatever security

neasures the secretary considers necessary to ensure the inteqgrity

and accuracy of voter registration information submtted

electronically pursuant to this section.

(D) The online voter registration application established

under _division (A of this section shall include the foll ow ng

| anguage:

"By clicking the box below, | affirmall of the foll ow ng

under penalty of election falsification:

(1) | amthe person whose nane and identifying information is

provided on this form and | desire to register to vote, or update

ny voter reqgistration, in the State of Chio.

(2) All of the information | have provided on this formis

true and correct as of the date | amsubmtting this form

(3) | authorize the Bureau of Mdtor Vehicles to transnmt to

the Chio Secretary of State ny signature that is on file with the

Bur eau of Mdtor Vehicles, and | understand and agree that the

signature transmtted by the Bureau of Mdtor Vehicles will be used

by the Secretary of State to validate this el ectronic voter

regi stration application as if | had signed this formpersonally."

In order to register to vote or update a voter reqgistration

under division (A of this section. an applicant or el ector shal

be required to mark the box in the online voter regqgistration

application that appears in conjunction with the previous

statenent.
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(E) The online voter registration process established under

division (A of this section shall be in operation and avail abl e

for use by individuals who wish to register to vote or update

their voter registration information online not |ater than one

vear after the effective date of this section

Sec. 3503.21. (A) The registration of a registered el ector

shal | be cancel ed upon the occurrence of any of the foll ow ng:

(1) The filing by a registered elector of a witten request
with a board of elections, on a formprescribed by the secretary
of state and signed by the elector, that the registration be
cancel ed. The filing of such a request does not prohibit an
otherwi se qualified elector fromreregistering to vote at any

tine.

(2) The conviction of the registered elector of a felony
under the laws of this state, any other state, or the United

States as provided in section 2961. 01 of the Revised Code;

(3) The adjudication of inconpetency of the registered
el ector for the purpose of voting as provided in section 5122. 301
of the Revised Code;

(4) The filing of a notice of the death of the registered

el ector as provided in section 3503.18 of the Revised Code;

(5) The change of residence of the registered elector to a
| ocation outside the county of registration in accordance with

division (B) of this section;

(6) The failure of the registered elector, after having been

mai | ed a confirmation notice, to do either of the follow ng:

(a) Respond to such a notice and vote at |east once during a
period of four consecutive years, which period shall include two

general federal elections;

(b) Update the elector's registration and vote at |east once
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during a period of four consecutive years, which period shal

i nclude two general federal elections.

(B)(1) The secretary of state shall prescribe procedures to
identify and cancel the registration in a prior county of
resi dence of any registrant who changes the registrant's voting
residence to a |location outside the registrant's current county of
registration. Any procedures prescribed in this division shall be
uni form and nondi scrininatory, and shall conply with the Voting
Ri ghts Act of 1965. The secretary of state nmmy prescribe
procedures under this division that include the use of the
nati onal change of address service provided by the United States
postal systemthrough its licensees. Any program so prescribed
shall be conpleted not |later than ninety days prior to the date of

any primary or general election for federal office.

(2) The registration of any elector identified as having
changed the elector's voting residence to a |ocation outside the
el ector's current county of registration shall not be cancel ed
unl ess the registrant is sent a confirnmation notice on a form
prescribed by the secretary of state and the registrant fails to
respond to the confirmati on notice or otherw se update the
registration and fails to vote in any election during the period
of two federal elections subsequent to the mailing of the

confirmation notice.

(3) At the tine an elector's voter reqgistration is cancel ed

under division (B)(2) of this section, following a period of two

federal elections subsequent to the mailing of a confirnmation

notice, a notice that the elector's voter registrati on has been

canceled shall be mailed to the elector's |ast known address.

(C The registration of a registered el ector shall not be
cancel ed except as provided in this section, division (Q of
section 3501.05 of the Revised Code, division (C)(2) of section
3503. 19 of the Revised Code, or division (C) of section 3503.24 of
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t he Revi sed Code.

(D) Boards of elections shall send their voter registration
information to the secretary of state as required under section
3503. 15 of the Revised Code. In the first quarter of each
odd- nunbered year, the secretary of state shall send the
information to the national change of address service described in
division (B) of this section and request that service to provide
the secretary of state with a |ist of any voters sent by the
secretary of state who have noved within the last thirty-six
nont hs. The secretary of state shall transmt to each appropriate
board of elections whatever lists the secretary of state receives
fromthat service. The board shall send a notice to each person on
the list transmtted by the secretary of state requesting
confirmati on of the person's change of address, together with a
post age prepai d, preaddressed return envel ope containing a form on
which the voter may verify or correct the change of address

i nf ormati on.

(E) The registration of a registered elector described in
division (A)(6) or (B)(2) of this section shall be cancel ed not
| ater than one hundred twenty days after the date of the second
general federal election in which the elector fails to vote or not
| ater than one hundred twenty days after the expiration of the
four-year period in which the elector fails to vote or respond to

a confirmation notice, whichever is |ater.

Sec. 3503.24. (A Application for the correction of any
precinct registration list or a challenge of the right to vote of
any registered el ector may be made by any qualified elector of the
county at the office of the board of elections not |ater than

twenty days prior to the election. The elector naking the

chal | enge shall have personal know edge of the grounds for the

chal l enge. The applications or challenges, with the reasons for
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the application or challenge, shall be filed with the board on a
formprescribed by the secretary of state and shall be signed

under penalty of election falsification.

(B) On receiving an application or challenge filed under this
section, the board of elections pronptly shall review the board's
records. If the board is able to determ ne that an application or
chal | enge shoul d be granted—or denied solely on the basis of the
records maintained by the board, the board i mediately shall vote
to grant—er deny that application or chall enge.

If the board is not able to determ ne whether an application
or chall enge shoul d be granrted—e+ denied solely on the basis of
the records maintained by the board, the director shall promptly
set atime and date for a hearing before the board. Except as
ot herwi se provided in division (D) of this section, the hearing
shall be held, and the application or challenge shall be decided,
no later than ten days after the board receives the application or
chal l enge. The director shall send witten notice to any el ector
whose right to vote is challenged and to any person whose nane is
al l eged to have been omtted froma registration list. The notice
shall informthe person of the tine and date of the hearing, and
of the person's right to appear and testify, call w tnesses, and
be represented by counsel. The notice shall be sent by first class
mail no later than three days before the day of any schedul ed
hearing. The director shall also provide the person who filed the
application or challenge with such witten notice of the date and

time of the hearing.

At the request of either party or any nenber of the board,
the board shall issue subpoenas to witnesses to appear and testify
before the board at a hearing held under this section. Al
wi tnesses shall testify under oath. The board shall reach a
deci sion on all applications and challenges i mediately after

heari ng.
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(O I1f, by the affirmative vote of at |east three nenbers of

the board, the board decides that any such person is not entitled

to have the person's nanme on the registration list, the person's
name shall be renoved fromthe list and the person's registration
forms canceled. If the board decides that the name of any such
person shoul d appear on the registration list, it shall be added
to the list, and the person's registration fornms placed in the
proper registration files. Al such corrections and additions
shall be made on a copy of the precinct lists, which shal
constitute the poll lists, to be furnished to the respective
precincts with other election supplies on the day preceding the
el ection, to be used by the election officials in receiving the
signatures of voters and in checking against the registration

forns.

(D (1) If an application or challenge for which a hearing is
required to be conducted under division (B) of this section is
filed after the thirtieth day before the day of an el ection, the
board of elections, in its discretion, may postpone that hearing
and any notifications of that hearing until after the day of the
el ection. Any hearing postponed under this division shall be

conducted not later than ten days after the day of the election.

(2) The board of elections shall cause the name of any
regi stered el ector whose registration is chall enged and whose
chal | enge hearing is postponed under division (D)(1) of this
section to be marked in the official registration list and in the
pol |l list or signature pollbook for that elector's precinct to

indicate that the elector's registration is subject to chall enge.

(3) Any elector who is the subject of an application or
chal | enge hearing that is postponed under division (D)(1) of this
section shall be pernitted to vote a provisional ballot under
section 3505.181 of the Revised Code. The validity of a

provi sional ballot cast pursuant to this section shall be

Page 128

3923
3924
3925
3926
3927
3928
3929
3930
3931
3932
3933
3934
3935
3936

3937
3938
3939
3940
3941
3942
3943

3944
3945
3946
3947
3948
3949

3950
3951
3952
3953
3954



S. B. No. 20
As Introduced

determ ned in accordance with section 3505.183 of the Revised
Code, except that no such provisional ballot shall be counted
unl ess the hearing conducted under division (B) of this section
after the day of the election results in the elector's inclusion

in the official registration list.

(E) If the board of elections deternines that a challenge is

frivolous or not based upon the personal know edge of the person

naki ng the chall enge, the board may order the person nmaking the

chall enge to pay both of the follow ng:

(1) The adnministrative costs of the board incurred in

investigating the chall enge and conducting the hearing, if a

hearing is required:

(2) Any costs incurred by the subject of the challenge in

def endi ng the person's right to vote.

Sec. 3503.26. (A) Al registration forns and lists, when not

in official use by the registrars or judges—ofeleections precinct
election officials, shall be in the possession of the board of

el ections. Nanes and addresses of electors may be copied fromthe
registration lists only in the office of the board when it is open
for business; but no such copying shall be permtted during the
period of time commenci ng twenty-one days before an el ection and
ending on the el eventh day after an election if such copying will,
in the opinion of the board, interfere with the necessary work of
the board. The board shall keep in convenient formand avail abl e
for public inspection a correct set of the registration lists of

all precincts in the county.

(B) Notw thstanding division (A) of this section the board of
el ections shall namintain and nmake available for public inspection
and copying at a reasonable cost all records concerning the
i mpl ementati on of prograns and activities conducted for the

pur pose of ensuring the accuracy and currency of voter
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registration lists, including the nanes and addresses of all

regi stered el ectors sent confirmation notices and whet her or not
the el ector responded to the confirmation notice. The board shal
mai ntain all records described in this division for a period of

two years.

Sec. 3503.28. (A) The secretary of state shall devel op an
i nformation brochure regarding voter registration. The brochure
shall include, but is not limted to, all of the follow ng

i nf ormati on:

(1) The applicable deadlines for registering to vote or for

returning an applicant's conpleted registration form
(2) T Licabl loadli : . ¥ ,
| I . . : Ty . he f .
, . . ;

3> The locations to which a person nay return an applicant's

compl eted registration form

63(3) A notice, which shall be witten in bold type, stating

as foll ows:

"Voters nust bring identification to the polls in order to
verify identity. ldentification may include a current and valid
photo identification, a mlitary identification, or a copy of a
current utility bill, bank statenment, governnent check, paycheck
or other government docunent, other than a—netice—of—an—-election

o+ a voter registration notification sent by a board of el ections,
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that shows the voter's name and current address. Voters who do not
provi de one of these docunents will still be able to vote by
casting a provisional ballot. Voters who do not have any of the
above forms of identification, including a social security numnber,
will still be able to vote by signing an affirmati on swearing to
the voter's identity under penalty of election falsification and

by casting a provisional ballot.™

(B) Except as otherwi se provided in division (D) of this
section, a board of elections, designated agency, public high
school, public vocational school, public library, or office of a
county treasurer—or—deputy+registrar—of mwtorvehieles shal
distribute a copy of the brochure devel oped under division (A) of
this section to any person who requests nore than two voter

registration forns at one tine.

(O (1) The secretary of state shall provide the information
required to be included in the brochure devel oped under division
(A) of this section to any person who prints a voter registration
formthat is nmade available on a web site of the office of the

secretary of state.

(2) If a board of elections operates and maintains a web
site, the board shall provide the infornmation required to be
i ncluded in the brochure devel oped under division (A of this
section to any person who prints a voter registration formthat is

made avail abl e on that web site.

(D) A board of elections shall not be required to distribute
a copy of a brochure under division (B) of this section to any of
the following officials or enployees who are requesting nore than
two voter registration forms at one time in the course of the

official's or enployee's nornmal duties:
(1) An election official;

(2) A county treasurer

Page 131

4016
4017
4018
4019
4020
4021
4022

4023
4024
4025
4026
4027
4028
4029

4030
4031
4032
4033
4034

4035
4036
4037
4038
4039

4040
4041
4042
4043
4044

4045

4046



S. B. No. 20
As Introduced

(3) A—deputy—registrar—of—rptor—vehiecles

4> An enpl oyee of a designated agency;

53(4) An enpl oyee of a public high school

63(5) An enpl oyee of a public vocational school

A-(6) An enpl oyee of a public library;

83(7) An enpl oyee of the office of a county treasurer
£9—Anr—enployee—of—the burean—ot—otor—vehtcles—
H—Ar—erployee—ot—a—deputy—regtstrar—ot—Apter—vehtetes—
+5-(8) An enpl oyee of an election official.

n H H 1]

Sec. 3505.03. On the office type ballot shall be printed the
names of all candidates for election to offices, except judicial
of fices, who were nom nated at the npbst recent primary el ection as
candi dates of a political party or who were noninated in
accordance with section 3513.02 of the Revised Code, and the names
of all candidates for election to offices who were noni nated by
nom nating petitions, except candidates for judicial offices, for
menber of the state board of education, for nenber of a board of

education, for municipal offices, and for township offices.

The face of the ballot below the stub, if ballot stubs are

bei ng used, shall be substantially in the following form
"OFFI Cl AL OFFI CE TYPE BALLOT

(A) To vote for a candidate record your vote in the manner

provi ded next to the nane of such candi date.

(B) If you tear, soil, deface, or erroneously mark this

ballot, return it to the precinct election officers or, if you
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cannot return it, notify the precinct election officers, and

obtai n another ballot."

The order in which the offices shall be listed on the ball ot
shall be prescribed by, and certified to each board of elections
by, the secretary of state; provided that for state, district, and
county offices the order fromtop to bottomshall be as follows:
governor and |ieutenant governor, attorney general, auditor of
state, secretary of state, treasurer of state, United States
senator, representative to congress, state senator, state
representative, county conm ssioner, county auditor, prosecuting
attorney, clerk of the court of common pleas, sheriff, county
recorder, county treasurer, county engi neer, and coroner. The
of fi ces of governor and |ieutenant governor shall be printed on
the ballot in a manner that requires a voter to cast one vote
jointly for the candi dates who have been noni nated by the same

political party or petition.

The nanmes of all candidates for an office shall be arranged
in a group under the title of that office, and, except for
absentee ballots or when the nunber of candidates for a particular
office is the sane as the nunber of candidates to be elected for
that office, shall be rotated fromone precinct to another. On
absentee ballots, the nanes of all candidates for an office shal
be arranged in a group under the title of that office and shall be
so alternated that each nane shall appear, insofar as nay be
reasonabl y possi ble, substantially an equal nunber of times at the
begi nning, at the end, and in each internediate place, if any, of
the group in which such nanme bel ongs, unless the nunber of
candi dates for a particular office is the sane as the nunber of

candi dates to be elected for that office.

The nmethod of printing the ballots to neet the rotation
requi rement of this section shall be as follows: the | east common

nmul tiple of the nunber of names in each of the several groups of
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candi dates shall be used, and the nunber of changes nmade in the

printer's fornms in printing the ballots shall correspond with that

nmul tiple. The board of elections shall nunber all precincts in

regul ar serial sequence. In the first precinct, the names of the

candi dates in each group shall be listed in al phabetical order. In

each succeedi ng precinct, the name in each group that is |isted

first in the preceding precinct shall be listed |ast, and the nane

of each candi date shall be noved up one place. |In each precinct
usi ng paper ballots, the printed ballots shall then be assenbl ed

in tablets.

Under the name of each candi date nominated at a primary
el ection and each candidate certified by a party committee to fill
a vacancy under section 3513.31 of the Revised Code shall be
printed, in |less promnent type face than that in which the
candi date's nane is printed, the nane of the political party by
whi ch the candi date was nom nated or certified. Under the name of
each candi date appearing on the ballot who filed a noninating
petition and requested a ball ot designation as a nonparty
candi date under section 3513. 257 of the Revised Code shall be
printed, in |l ess promnent type face than that in which the
candidate's nane is printed, the designation of "nonparty
candi date." Under the name of each candi date appearing on the
ball ot who filed a noninating petition and requested a ball ot
desi gnation as an other-party candi date under section 3513. 257 of
the Revised Code shall be printed, in |less prominent type face
than that in which the candidate's nane is printed, the
desi gnation of "other-party candidate." No designation shall
appear under the nane of a candi date appearing on the ballot who
filed a nom nating petition and requested that no ball ot
desi gnati on appear under the candi date's name under section
3513. 257 of the Revised Code, or who filed a nominating petition
and failed to request a ballot designation either as a nonparty

candi date or as an other-party candi date under that section.
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Except as provided in this section, no words, designations,
or enbl ens descriptive of a candidate or the candidate's political
affiliation, or indicative of the nmethod by which the candi date
was nomi nated or certified, shall be printed under or after a

candi date's nane that is printed on the ballot.

Sec. 3505.04. On the nonpartisan ballot shall be printed the
names of all nonpartisan candi dates for election to judicial
office, office of nmenber of the state board of education, office
of menmber of a board of education, nunicipal or township offices
for municipal corporations and townships in which primry
el ections are not held for nom nation of candi dates by political
parties, and municipal offices of municipal corporations having
charters which provide for separate ballots for elections for such

muni ci pal offices.

Such ballots shall have printed across the top, and bel ow the
stubs, if ballot stubs are being used., "Oficial Nonpartisan
Ball ot."

The order in which the offices are listed on the ballot shal
be prescribed by, and certified to each board of elections by, the
secretary of state; provided that the office of menmber of the
state board of education shall be listed first on the ballot, then
state, district, and county judicial offices shall be |isted on
the ballot in such order, followed by nunicipal and township
of fices, and by offices of nenber of a board of education, in the

order stated.

Wthin the rectangul ar space within which the title of each
judicial office is printed on the ballot and i medi ately bel ow
such title shall be printed the date of the commencenent of the
termof the office, if a full term as follows: "Full term
commencing ....... (Date)....... ," or the date of the end of the

termof the office, if an unexpired term as follows: "Unexpired
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termending ....... (Date)........ "

The secretary of state shall prescribe the information and
directions to the voter to be printed on the ballot within the
rectangul ar space in which the title of office of nmenber of the

state board of education appears.

Wthin the rectangul ar space within which the title of each
office for nenber of a board of education is printed on the ball ot
shall be printed "For Menber of Board of Education," and the
nunber to be elected, directions to the voter as to voting for
one, two, or nore, and, if the office to be voted for is nenber of
a board of education of a city school district, words shall be
printed in said space on the ballot to indicate whether candi dates

are to be elected fromsubdistricts or at |arge.

The names of all nonpartisan candi dates for an office shal
be arranged in a group under the title of that office, and shal
be rotated and printed on the ballot as provided in section
3505. 03 of the Revised Code.

No name or designation of any political party nor any words,
desi gnations, or enblens descriptive of a candidate or his the

candidate's political affiliation, or indicative of the nmethod by

whi ch such candi date was nonminated or certified, shall be printed
under or after any nonpartisan candi date's name which is printed

on the ballot.

Sec. 3505.05. At any tine prior to the seventieth day before

the day of an election at which a question or issue, other than a

statewi de question or issue, is certified to appear on the ball ot,

the political subdivision, taxing authority, or other entity that

pl aced the issue on the ballot may renove that issue fromthe

ball ot using the sane process that the entity used to originally

certify the issue for placenent on the ballot.
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Upon receipt of a notification that a question or issue has

been withdrawn, the board of elections shall renpve that question

or issue fromthe ball ot.

Sec. 3505.06. (A) On the questions and issues ballot shall be
printed all questions and issues to be submitted at any one
el ection together wwth the percentage of affirmative votes
necessary for passage as required by |law. Such ballot shall have
printed across the top thereof, and bel ow the stubs, if ballot

stubs are being used, "Oficial Questions and |Issues Ballot."

(B) (1) Questions and issues shall be grouped together on the
ballot fromtop to bottomas provided in division (B)(1) of this
section, except as otherwi se provided in division (B)(2) of this
section. State questions and issues shall always appear as the top
group of questions and issues. In calendar year 1997, the
foll owi ng questions and issues shall be grouped together on the
ballot, in the following order fromtop to bottom after the state

guestions and issues:
(a) County questions and issues;
(b) Munici pal questions and issues;
(c) Townshi p questions and issues;
(d) School or other district questions and issues.

In each succeedi ng cal endar year after 1997, each group of
guestions and issues described in division (B)(1)(a) to (d) of
this section shall be noved down one place on the ballot except
that the group that was |ast on the ballot during the i mediately
precedi ng cal endar year shall appear at the top of the ball ot
after the state questions and issues. The rotation shall be
performed only once each cal endar year, beginning with the first
el ection held during the cal endar year. The rotation of groups of

guestions and issues shall be performed during each cal endar year
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as required by division (B)(1) of this section, even if no
guestions and issues fromany one or nore such groups appear on
the ballot at any particular election held during that cal endar

year.

(2) Questions and issues shall be grouped together on the
ballot, fromtop to bottom in the follow ng order when it is not
practicable to group themtogether as required by division (B)(1)
of this section because of the type of voting nachines used by the
board of elections: state questions and issues, county questions
and i ssues, nunicipal questions and issues, township questions and
i ssues, and school or other district questions and issues. The
particul ar order in which each of a group of state questions or
issues is placed on the ballot shall be determ ned by, and

certified to each board of elections by, the secretary of state.

(3) Failure of the board of elections to rotate questions and
i ssues as required by division (B)(1) of this section does not
affect the validity of the election at which the failure occurred,
and is not grounds for contesting an el ection under section
3515. 08 of the Revised Code.

(© The particular order in which each of a group of county,
muni ci pal, township, or school district questions or issues is
pl aced on the ballot shall be determ ned by the board providing
the ballots.

(D) The printed matter pertaining to each question or issue
on the ballot shall be enclosed at the top and bottomthereof by a
heavy horizontal line across the width of the ballot. |Inmediately
bel ow such top Iine shall be printed a brief title descriptive of
the question or issue belowit, such as "Proposed Constitutiona
Amendnent , " "Proposed Bond Issue,” "Proposed Annexation of

Territory," "Proposed Increase in Tax Rate," or such other brief
title as will be descriptive of the question or issue to which it

pertains, together with a brief statenment of the percentage of
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affirmati ve votes necessary for passage, such as "A sixty-five per

n

cent affirmative vote is necessary for passage," "A majority vote
is necessary for passage," or such other brief statenment as wll

be descriptive of the percentage of affirmative votes required.

(E) The questions and issues ballot need not contain the full
text of the proposal to be voted upon. A condensed text that will
properly describe the question, issue, or an anendnment proposed by
other than the general assenbly shall be used as prepared and
certified by the secretary of state for state-w de questions or
i ssues or by the board for |ocal questions or issues. |f other
than a full text is used, the full text of the proposed question,

i ssue, or amendnent together with the percentage of affirmative
vot es necessary for passage as required by [aw shall be posted in
each polling place in sone spot that is easily accessible to the

vot ers.

(F) Each guestion and issue appearing on the guestions and
i ssues ballot may be consecutively nunbered. The question or issue
determ ned to appear at the top of the ballot nay be designated on
the face thereof by the Arabic nuneral "1" and all questions and
i ssues placed bel ow on the ballot shall be consecutively nunbered.
Such nureral shall be placed bel ow the heavy top horizontal |ine
encl osi ng such question or issue and to the left of the brief

title thereof.

Sec. 3505.08. (A) Ballots shall be provided by the board of
el ections for all general and special elections. The ballots shal
be printed with black ink on No. 2 white book paper fifty pounds
in weight per ream assum ng such reamto consist of five hundred
sheets of such paper twenty-five by thirty-eight inches in size.
Each

If a board of elections opts to use ballots that include

bal |l ot stubs, each ballot shall have attached at the top two
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st ubs, each of the width of the ballot and not | ess than one-half
inch in length, except that, if the board of elections has an
alternate nethod to account for the ballots that the secretary of
state has authorized, each ballot may have only one stub that
shall be the width of the ballot and not |ess than one-half inch
in length. In the case of ballots with two stubs, the stubs shal
be separated fromthe ballot and from each other by perforated
lines. The top stub shall be known as Stub B and shall have
printed on its face "Stub B." The other stub shall be known as
Stub A and shall have printed on its face "Stub A " Each stub
shall al so have printed on its face "Consecutive Number

.......... If ballot stubs are used. each

Eaeh ball ot of each kind of ballot provided for use in each
precinct shall be nunbered consecutively beginning with nunber 1
by printing such nunber upon both of the stubs attached to the
ballot. &~

On ballots bearing the nanes of candi dates, each candidate's
name shall be printed in twelve point bol df ace upper case type in
an encl osed rectangul ar space, and an encl osed bl ank rectangul ar
space shall be provided at the left of the candidate's name. The
name of the political party of a candidate nomnated at a prinary
el ection or certified by a party conmittee shall be printed in ten
point |ightface upper and | ower case type and shall be separated
by a two point blank space. The nane of each candidate shall be
i ndented one space within the enclosed rectangul ar space, and the
nane of the political party shall be indented two spaces within

the encl osed rectangul ar space.

The title of each office on the ballots shall be printed in
twel ve point bol df ace upper and | ower case type in a separate
encl osed rectangul ar space. A four point rule shall separate the
nane of a candidate or a group of candidates for the sane office

fromthe title of the office next appearing below on the ballot; a
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two point rule shall separate the title of the office fromthe
nanes of candi dates; and a one point rule shall separate nanes of
candi dat es. Headi ngs shall be printed in display Roman type. Wen
the names of several candi dates are grouped together as candi dates
for the same office, there shall be printed on the ballots

i mredi ately below the title of the office and within the separate
rectangul ar space in which the title is printed "Vote for not nore
than ........ ," in six point boldface upper and | ower case filling
the bl ank space with that nunber which will indicate the nunber of

persons who may be lawfully elected to the office.

Colums on ballots shall be separated fromeach other by a
heavy vertical border or solid line at |east one-eighth of an inch
wide, and a simlar vertical border or line shall enclose the left
and right side of ballots. Ballots shall be trimred al ong the

sides close to such |ines.

The ballots provided for by this section shall be conprised
of four kinds of ballots designated as follows: office type
bal | ot; nonpartisan ballot; questions and issues ballot; and

presidential ballot.

On the back of each office type ballot shall be printed
"Oficial Ofice Type Ballot;" on the back of each nonpartisan

1

ball ot shall be printed "Oficial Nonpartisan Ballot;" on the back

of each questions and issues ballot shall be printed "Ofici al

Questions and Issues Ballot;" and on the back of each presidenti al
ball ot shall be printed "Oficial Presidential Ballot." On the
back of every ballot also shall be printed the date of the

el ection at which the ballot is used and the facsimle signatures
of the menbers of the board of the county in which the ballot is
used. For the purpose of identifying the kind of ballot, the back
of every ballot may be nunbered in the order the board shal
determ ne. The nunbers shall be printed in not |less than

thirty-six point type above the words "Oficial Ofice Type
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Ballot," "Oficial Nonpartisan Ballot," "Official Questions and

| ssues Ballot," or "Oficial Presidential Ballot," as the case nay
be. Ball ot boxes bearing correspondi ng nunbers shall be furnished
for each precinct in which the above-described nunbered ballots

are used.

On the back of every ballot used, there shall be a solid
bl ack line printed opposite the blank rectangul ar space that is
used to mark the choice of the voter. This line shall be printed
wi de enough so that the nmark in the blank rectangul ar space wil |l

not be visible fromthe back side of the ball ot.

Sanmpl e ballots may be printed by the board of elections for
all general elections. The ballots shall be printed on colored
paper, and "Sanple Ballot" shall be plainly printed in bol df ace
type on the face of each ballot. In counties of |ess than one
hundred t housand popul ation, the board may print not nore than
five hundred sanple ballots; in all other counties, it may print
not nore than one thousand sanple ballots. The sanple ballots
shall not be distributed by a political party or a candi date, nor
shall a political party or candidate cause their title or nanme to

be inprinted on sanple ballots.

(B) Notwi thstanding division (A) of this section, in
approving the formof an official ballot, the secretary of state
may aut horize the use of fonts, type face settings, and ball ot

formats ot her than those prescribed in that division

Sec. 3505.10. (A) On the presidential ballot, belowthe

stubs, if ballot stubs are being used, at the top of the face of

the ballot shall be printed "Oficial Presidential Ballot"
centered between the side edges of the ballot. Below "Oficia
Presidential Ballot" shall be printed a heavy |ine centered
bet ween the side edges of the ballot. Below the line shall be

printed "lInstruction to Voters" centered between the side edges of
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the ballot, and bel ow those words shall be printed the follow ng

i nstructions:

"(1) To vote for the candi dates for president and
Vi ce- presi dent whose nanes are printed bel ow, record your vote in
t he manner provided next to the nanmes of such candi dates. That
recording of the vote will be counted as a vote for each of the
candi dates for presidential elector whose nanes have been
certified to the secretary of state and who are nenbers of the
same political party as the nom nees for president and
vi ce-president. A recording of the vote for independent candi dates
for president and vice-president shall be counted as a vote for
the presidential electors filed by such candidates with the

secretary of state.

(2) To vote for candidates for president and vice-president
in the bl ank space bel ow, record your vote in the manner provided
and wite the nanes of your choice for president and
vi ce- president under the respective headi ngs provided for those
of fices. Such wite-in will be counted as a vote for the
candi dates' presidential electors whose nanes have been properly

certified to the secretary of state.

(3) If you tear, soil, deface, or erroneously mark this
ballot, return it to the precinct election officers or, if you
cannot return it, notify the precinct election officers, and

obtai n another ballot."

(B) Below those instructions to the voter shall be printed a
single vertical colum of enclosed rectangul ar spaces equal in
nunber to the nunber of presidential candi dates plus one
addi ti onal space for wite-in candi dates. Each of those
rect angul ar spaces shall be enclosed by a heavy |ine along each of
its four sides, and such spaces shall be separated from each other

by one-half inch of open space.
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In each of those encl osed rectangul ar spaces, except the
space provided for wite-in candidates, shall be printed the nanes
of the candidates for president and vice-president certified to
the secretary of state or nom nated in one of the follow ng

manner s:

(1) Nomi nated by the national convention of a political party
to which delegates and alternates were elected in this state at
the next preceding primary election. A political party certifying
candi dates so nom nated shall certify the nanes of those
candi dates to the secretary of state on or before the ninetieth

day before the day of the general election

(2) Nom nated by nominating petition in accordance with
section 3513.257 of the Revised Code. Such a petition shall be
filed on or before the ninetieth day before the day of the genera
el ection to provide sufficient tine to verify the sufficiency and

accuracy of signatures on it.

(3) Certified to the secretary of state for placenent on the
presidential ballot by authorized officials of an internediate or
m nor political party that has held a state or national convention
for the purpose of choosing those candidates or that may, w thout
a convention, certify those candidates in accordance with the
procedure authorized by its party rules. The officials shall
certify the nanes of those candidates to the secretary of state on
or before the ninetieth day before the day of the general
el ection. The certification shall be acconpani ed by a designation
of a sufficient nunber of presidential electors to satisfy the

requi rements of |aw.

The names of candi dates for el ectors of president and
vi ce-president shall not be placed on the ballot, but shall be
certified to the secretary of state as required by sections
3513. 11 and 3513. 257 of the Revised Code. A vote for any

candi dates for president and vice-president shall be a vote for
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the el ectors of those candi dates whose nanes have been certified

to the secretary of state.

(C The arrangenment of the printing in each of the encl osed
rectangul ar spaces shall be substantially as follows: Near the top
and centered within the rectangul ar space shall be printed "For
President” in ten-point bol dface upper and | ower case type. Bel ow
"For President” shall be printed the nane of the candidate for
president in twelve-point bol df ace upper case type. Bel ow the name
of the candidate for president shall be printed the nane of the
political party by which that candidate for president was
nom nated in eight-point |ightface upper and | ower case type.
Bel ow t he nane of such political party shall be printed "For
Vice-President” in ten-point boldface upper and | ower case type.
Bel ow "For Vice-President" shall be printed the name of the
candi date for vice-president in twelve-point bol dface upper case
type. Below the name of the candidate for vice-president shall be
printed the name of the political party by which that candi date
for vice-president was nominated in eight-point |ightface upper
and | ower case type. No political identification or name of any
political party shall be printed bel ow the names of presidential

and vice-presidential candi dates nom nated by petition.

The rectangul ar spaces on the ballot described in this
section shall be rotated and printed as provided in section
3505. 03 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 3505.11. (A) The ballots, with the stubs attached if

ball ot stubs are being used, shall be bound into tablets for each

precinct, which tablets shall contain at |east one per cent nore
ballots than the total registration in the precinct, except as
ot herwi se provided in division (B) of this section. Upon the
covers of the tablets shall be witten, printed, or stanped the

desi gnation of the precinct for which the ballots have been
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prepared. Al official ballots shall be printed uniformy upon the
same kind and quality of paper and shall be of the sanme shape,

size, and type.

El ectors who have failed to respond within thirty days to any
confirmati on notice shall not be counted in determ ning the nunber

of ballots to be printed under this section.

(B)(1) A board of elections nay choose to provide ballots on
demand. If a board so chooses, the board shall have prepared for
each precinct at least five per cent nore ballots for an el ection

than the nunber specified below for that kind of election:

(a) For a primary election or a special election held on the
day of a primary election, the total number of electors in that
preci nct who voted in the primary election held four years

previously or, if no primary election was held four years

previously, the total nunber of electors in that precinct who

voted in a simlarly situated prinmary, as deternm ned by the board;

(b) For a general election or a special election held on the
day of a general election, the total nunber of electors in that
precinct who voted in the general election held four years

previously;

(c) For a special election held at any tine other than on the
day of a prinmary or general election, the total nunber of electors
in that precinct who voted in the nbst recent primary or genera
el ection, whichever of those el ections occurred in the precinct

nost recently.

(2) If, after the board conplies with the requirenents of
division (B)(1) of this section, the election officials of a
precinct determ ne that the precinct will not have enough ballots
to enable all the qualified electors in the precinct who wish to
vote at a particular election to do so, the officials shal

request that the board provide additional ballots, and the board
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shal | provide enough additional ballots, to that precinct in a
timely manner so that all qualified electors in that precinct who

wish to vote at that election nay do so.

Sec. 3505.13. A contract for the printing of ballots

involving a cost in excess of t+enr twenty-five thousand dollars

shall not be let until after five days' notice published once in a
newspaper of general circulation published in the county or upon
notice given by mail by the board of elections, addressed to the
responsi bl e printing offices withinthe state. Except as otherw se
provided in this section, each bid for such printing nust be
acconpanied by a bond with at |east two sureties, or a surety
company, satisfactory to the board, in a sumdouble the amount of
the bid, conditioned upon the faithful performance of the contract
for such printing as is awarded and for the paynent as danmges by
such bidder to the board of any excess of cost over the bid which
it may be obliged to pay for such work by reason of the failure of
the bidder to conplete the contract. No bid unacconpani ed by such
bond shall be considered by the board. The board may, however,

wai ve the requirenent that each bid be acconpanied by a bond if

the cost of the contract is ten twenty-five thousand doll ars or

| ess. The Except as otherw se provided in this section, the

contract shall be let to the | owest responsible bidder iathe
state. Al-ballets A preference shall be given to ballots printed

within the state, unless ballots printed within the state are not

avail able at conpetitive prices or the ballots will not be

reasonably available as required for the tinm ng of ballot

preparation and voting. In such case, an out-of-state printer my

be used.

Sec. 3505.16. Before the opening of the polls, the package of
supplies and the ball ot boxes shall be opened in the presence of

the precinct officials. The ball ot boxes, the package of ballots,
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registration forms, and other supplies shall at all times be in
full sight of the observers, and no ballot box or unused ballots
during the balloting or counting shall be renpbved or screened from
their full sight until the counting has been closed and the final
returns conpleted and the certificate signed by the judges

precinct election officials.

Sec. 3505.17. If by accident or casualty the ballots or other
requi red papers, lists, or supplies are |ost or destroyed, or in
case none are delivered at the polling place, or if during the
time the polls are open additional ballots or supplies are
requi red, the board of elections, upon requisition by tel ephone or
inwiting and signed by a majority of the precinct election
fudges officials of the precinct stating why such additional

supplies are needed, shall supply them as speedily as possi bl e.

Sec. 3505.18. (A) (1) Wien an el ector appears in a polling
pl ace to vote, the elector shall announce to the precinct election
officials the elector's full nane and current address and provide
proof of the elector's identity in the formof a current and valid
photo identification, a nmilitary identification, or a copy of a
current utility bill, bank statement, governnment check, paycheck
or other government docunent, other than a—netice—of—an—election
reed—by—a—board—ot—elections—under—section-3504-19 of the
Revised-Code—o+ a notice of voter registration nailed by a board
of el ections under section 3503.19 of the Revised Code, that shows
the nane and current address of the elector. H—theeleector
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(2) If an el ector has—but does not have or is unable to

provide to the precinct election officials any of the forns of
identification required under division (A)(1) of this section, but
has a social security nunber, the elector may provide the | ast
four digits of the elector's social security nunber. Upon

provi ding the social security nunber information, the el ector may
cast a provisional ballot under section 3505.181 of the Revised
Code, the envel ope of which ballot shall include that socia

security nunber information

(3) If an el ector has—but—+s—unable does not have or is

unable to provide to the precinct election officials any of the
forms of identification required under division (A)(1) of this
section and—ifthe electorhas—a social—security nurber—butis

N o he | : i ol c 4 | , ol
securi-ty—nurber but has an Chio driver's license nunber or a state

identification card nunber. the elector may provide the elector's

driver's license nunber or state identification card nunber. Upon

providing the driver's license nunber or state identification card

nunber, the elector may cast a provisional ballot under section
3505. 181 of the Revised Code the envel ope of which ballot shal

include that driver's license nunber or state identification card

nunber .

(4) If an elector does not have or is unable to provide any

of the fornms of identification required under division (A)(1) of
this section and does not have or cannot provide the |ast four
digits of the elector's social security nunber becausetheelector
does—not—haveasoctal—securitynunrber and does not have or cannot

provide the elector's driver's license nunber or state
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identification card nunber, the elector nmay execute an affirmation
under penalty of election falsification that the el ector cannot
provide the identification required shder—thatdivisionor—the
tast four—digits—of the elector—s socialsecurity nurber for those

reasons but that the elector is eligible to vote. Upon signing the

affirmation, the elector may cast a provisional ballot under
section 3505.181 of the Revised Code. The secretary of state shal
prescribe the formof the affirmation, which shall include spaces

for all of the foll ow ng
(a) The el ector's nane;
(b) The el ector's address;
(c) The current date;
(d) The elector's date of birth;
(e) The elector's signature.

(5) If an elector does not have or is unable to provide any

of the forns of identification required under division (A) (1) of

this section and does not have or cannot provide a driver's

license nunber, state identification card nunber, or the |ast four
digits of the elector's social security nunber beeause—the—elector

does—not—have a socialsecuritynunber, and if the el ector

declines to execute an affirmation under division (A)(4) of this

section, the elector may cast a provisional ballot under section
3505. 181 of the Revised Code, the envel ope of which ball ot shal

i ncl ude the elector's nane.

E : | has | eel i 4 | ,

Page 150

4608
4609
4610
4611
4612
4613
4614
4615
4616

4617
4618
4619
4620
4621

4622
4623
4624
4625
4626
4627
4628
4629
4630
4631

4632
4633
4634
4635
4636
4637
4638



S. B. No. 20
As Introduced

(B) After the elector has announced the elector's full nane
and current address and provided any of the forns of
identification required under division (A)(1) of this section, the
el ector shall wite the elector's nane and address at the proper
place in the poll list or signature pollbook provided for the
pur pose, except that if, for any reason, an elector is unable to
wite the elector's nane and current address in the poll list or
signature poll book, the el ector may nmake the elector's mark at the
pl ace intended for the elector's name, and a precinct election
official shall wite the nane of the elector at the proper place
on the poll list or signature pollbook follow ng the elector's
mar k. The maki ng of such a mark shall be attested by the precinct
el ection official, who shall evidence the sanme by signing the
precinct election official's nane on the poll list or signature
pol | book as a witness to the mark. Alternatively, if applicable,
an attorney in fact acting pursuant to section 3501.382 of the
Revi sed Code may sign the elector's signature in the poll list or

signature pol | book in accordance with that section

The elector's signature in the poll list or signhature
pol | book then shall be conpared with the elector's signature on
the elector's registration formor a digitized signhature list as
provided for in section 3503.13 of the Revised Code, and if, in
the opinion of a majority of the precinct election officials, the
signhatures are the signatures of the sane person, the election
officials shall enter the date of the election on the registration
formor shall record the date by other neans prescribed by the
secretary of state. The validity of an attorney in fact's
signature on behalf of an elector shall be determned in

accordance with section 3501.382 of the Revised Code.

If the right of the elector to vote is not then chall enged,
or, if being challenged, the elector establishes the elector's

right to vote, the elector shall be allowed to proceed to use the

Page 151

4639
4640
4641
4642
4643
4644
4645
4646
4647
4648
4649
4650
4651
4652
4653
4654
4655
4656

4657
4658
4659
4660
4661
4662
4663
4664
4665
4666
4667

4668
4669
4670



S. B. No. 20
As Introduced

voting nmachine. |If voting nachines are not being used in that

precinct, the judge precinct election official in charge of

ball ots shall then hand the proper ballots to the elector. If the

board of elections of that county opts to use ballots that include

bal |l ot stubs., the precinct election official in charge of the

ball ots shall then detach the next ballots to be issued to the

el ector from Stub B attached to each ballot, |leaving Stub A
attached to each ballot, hand the ballots to the elector, and cal
the elector's nane and the stub nunber on each of the ballots. Fhe

fudge If ballot stubs are being used, the precinct election

official shall enter the stub nunbers opposite the signature of

the elector in the pollbook. Fhe After receiving the ballots, the

el ector shall then retire to one of the voting conmpartnents to
mark the elector's ballots. No mark shall be nmade on any ball ot
which would in any way enable any person to identify the person
who voted the ballot.

Sec. 3505.181. (A) Al of the follow ng individuals shall be

permitted to cast a provisional ballot at an el ection:

(1) An individual who declares that the individual is a
regi stered voter in the jurisdiction in which the individual
desires to vote and that the individual is eligible to vote in an
el ection, but the nane of the individual does not appear on the
official list of eligible voters for the polling place or an
el ection official asserts that the individual is not eligible to

vot e;

(2) An individual who has a social security nunber and
provides to the election officials the last four digits of the
i ndividual's social security nunber as permtted by division
(A (2) of section 3505.18 of the Revised Code;

(3) An individual who has but—is—unable toprovide a driver's

| i cense nunber or state identification card nunber and provi des
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that nunber to the election officials anyeofthe fornsof

: o ¢ od under_divisi E ; .

seecurty—nurber as permitted under division (A)&-(3) of that
section 3505.18 of the Revised Code;

(4) An individual who does not have any of the forns of
identification required under division (A (1) of section 3505.18

of the Revised Code, who does not have or cannot provide the |ast

four digits of the individual's social security nunber uhder

i s AV (2} it : I he i ndividual _d
have—a-socialsecurity, driver's license nunber, or state

identification card nunber, and who has executed an affirmation as

permitted under division (A)(4) of that section;

(5) An individual whose nane in the poll list or signature
pol | book has been marked under section 3509.09 or 3511.13 of the
Revi sed Code as havi ng requested an absent voter's ballot or an
arnmed service absent voter's ballot for that election and who

appears to vote at the polling place;

(6) An individual whose notification of registration has been
returned undelivered to the board of elections and whose name in
the official registration list and in the poll |ist or signature
pol | book has been marked under division (C)(2) of section 3503.19
of the Revised Code;

(7) An individual who is challenged under section 3505.20 of
the Revised Code and the election officials determ ne that the
person is ineligible to vote or are unable to deternine the

person's eligibility to vote;

(8) An individual whose application or chall enge hearing has
been postponed until after the day of the el ection under division
(D (1) of section 3503.24 of the Revised Code;
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(9) An individual who changes the individual's nane and
remains within the precinct without providing proof of that name
change under division (B)(1)(b) of section 3503.16 of the Revised

Code, moves from one precinct to another within a county, noves

fromone precinct to another and changes the individual's nanme, or
noves fromone county to another within the state, and conpl etes
and signs the required forns and statenents under division (B) or
(O of section 3503.16 of the Revised Code;

(10) An individual whose signature, in the opinion of the
precinct officers under section 3505.22 of the Revised Code, is
not that of the person who signed that nanme in the registration

f or ns;

(11) An individual who is challenged under section 3513.20 of
the Revised Code who refuses to nake the statenment required under
that section or who a majority of the precinct officials find
| acks any of the qualifications to make the individual a qualified

el ector;

(12) An individual who does not have or is unable to provide

any of the fornms of identification required under division (A)(1)
of section 3505.18 of the Revi sed Code, who does not have or

cannot provide a driver's |license nunber, state identification

card nunber, or the last four digits of the individual's social
security nunber under division divisions (A)(2) or (3) of that

secti on becausethe persondoes—not—haveasocial—securitynurber,

and who declines to execute an affirmation as permitted under

di vision (A)(4) of that section;

(13) An individual who has—but—deelines—to—provide—tothe
, I , TTININ i he f (L dentif] .

dividual-s—social—security nurber is casting a ballot after the
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time for the closing of the polls under section 3501.32 of the

Revi sed Code pursuant to a court order extending the tinme for the

closing of the polls.

(B) An individual who is eligible to cast a provisional
bal | ot under division (A) of this section shall be permtted to

cast a provisional ballot as follows:

(1) An election official at the polling place shall notify
the individual that the individual nmay cast a provisional ball ot

in that el ection.

(2) The individual shall be permitted to cast a provisional
ball ot at that polling place upon the execution of a witten
affirmation by the individual before an election official at the
pol I i ng pl ace stating—that—theindivdual—+s—beth—ofthe
following-

: : o : .
ndivid . ;

{b)y—EH-gible to vote inthat election that neets the

requi renents of section 3505.182 of the Revised Code.

(3) An election official at the polling place shall transmt
the ball ot cast by the individual -~ and the voter information
contained in the witten affirmati on executed by the individua
under division (B)(2) of this section—er—theindividual—snarneif
the—indi-vi-dual—deetnes—to—exeecute—such—anr—afH+rrationr to an
appropriate local election official for verification under

division (B)(4) of this section. |f the individual refuses to

execute an affirmation under division (B)(2) of this section, the

election official shall note on the provisional ballot affirnmation

that the individual refused to execute the affirnmation, but the

election official shall not otherw se conplete any portion of the

affirmation required to be conpleted by the provisional voter,

including the section stating the nane of the provisional voter.
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(4) If the appropriate local election official to whomthe
bal | ot o and voter er—address information is transm tted under
division (B)(3) of this section determnes that the individual is
eligible to vote, the individual's provisional ballot shall be

counted as a vote in that election

(5)(a) At the tinme that an individual casts a provisiona
ball ot, the appropriate local election official shall give the
i ndividual witten information that states that any individual who
casts a provisional ballot will be able to ascertain under the
system establ i shed under division (B)(5)(b) of this section
whet her the vote was counted, and, if the vote was not counted,

the reason that the vote was not counted.

(b) The appropriate state or local election official shal
establish a free access system in the formof a toll-free
t el ephone nunber, that any individual who casts a provisional
bal |l ot may access to di scover whether the vote of that individua
was counted, and, if the vote was not counted, the reason that the
vote was not counted. The free access system established under
this division also shall provide to an individual whose
provi sional ballot was not counted information explaining how that
i ndi vidual may contact the board of elections to register to vote

or to resolve problens with the individual's voter registration

The appropriate state or local election official shall
establ i sh and nai ntain reasonabl e procedures necessary to protect
the security, confidentiality, and integrity of personal
i nformation collected, stored, or otherw se used by the free
access system established under this division Acecess Except as

ot herwi se provided in section 3505.184 of the Revised Code, access

to informati on about an individual ballot shall be restricted to

t he individual who cast the ball ot.

(6) If, at the tinme that an individual casts a provisiona

ball ot, the individual provides identification in the formof a
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current and valid photo identification, a nlitary identification
or a copy of a current utility bill, bank statenment, governnent
check, paycheck, or other government docunent, other than a—hetice
of—an—electionmai-led by a board-of el ectionsunder—section
350119 of the Revised Code—or a notice of voter registration
mai |l ed by a board of elections under section 3503.19 of the

Revi sed Code, that shows the individual's nane and current

address, or provides the last four digits of the individual's

soci al security nunber, or provides the individual's driver's

license nunber or state identification card nunmber, or executes an

affirmation that the el ector does not have or cannot provide any

of those forns of identification e—thelast four digitsofthe
i vi dual ol . I I he individual d

I al . ber. loeli I
affirmation, the appropriate local election official shall record
the type of identification provi ded—the—social—seecurity nurber
jpformation— or the fact that the affirmati on was execut ed—er—the
factthat theindividualdeclined toexecutesuchanaffirmation
and include that information with the transnm ssion of the ball ot
eF and voter er—address information under division (B)(3) of this
section. H—the individual declines to execute such-an

. o4 : : . I
 neividual® L , , "

o : ball lor_divisi L3} of th L an

(7) If an individual casts a provisional ballot pursuant to

division (A3 (7)), (8), or (12)—e+—13)» of this section, the

el ection official shall indicate, on the provisional ball ot

verification statenment required under section 3505.182 of the
Revi sed Code, that the individual is required to provide
additional information to the board of elections or that an
application or chall enge hearing has been postponed with respect
to the individual, such that additional information is required

for the board of elections to determine the eligibility of the

Page 157

4828
4829
4830
4831
4832
4833
4834
4835
4836
4837
4838
4839
4840
4841
4842
4843
4844
4845
4846
4847
4848
4849
4850
4851

4852
4853
4854
4855
4856
4857
4858
4859
4860



S. B. No. 20
As Introduced

i ndi vi dual who cast the provisional ballot.

(8) During the ten days after the day of an election, an
i ndi vi dual who casts a provisional ballot pursuant to division
(A (7)+ or (12) —e+—313) of this section shall appear—at—the
office of the board of elections—and provide to the board any
addi tional information necessary to determne the eligibility of

t he individual who cast the provisional ballot.

(a) For a provisional ballot cast pursuant to division
(A3 (12) —or—23) of this section to be eligible to be
counted, the individual who cast that ballot, within ten days

after the day of the election, shall do any of the follow ng:

(i) Provide to the board of elections proof of the
individual's identity in the formof a current and valid photo
identification, a mlitary identification, or a copy of a current

utility bill, bank statenent, governnent check, paycheck, or other

gover nnent docunent, other than a—neticeof anelectionnaited by

a notice of voter registration nailed by a board of el ections
under section 3503.19 of the Revised Code, that shows the

i ndi vidual's nane and current address;

(ii) Provide to the board of elections the individual's

driver's license nunber, state identification card nunber, or the

last four digits of the individual's social security nunber;
(iii) Hathe—ease—of aprovisional—ballot—executedpursuant
to—division{A {12 of this section—execute Execute an

affirmati on as permtted under division (A)(4) of section 3505.18
of the Revised Code.

(b) For a provisional ballot cast pursuant to division (A)(7)
of this section to be eligible to be counted, the individual who
cast that ballot, within ten days after the day of that el ection,

shall provide to the board of elections any identification or
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ot her docunentation required to be provided by the applicable
chal | enge questions asked of that individual under section 3505. 20

of the Revised Code. The individual nmay provide the informtion

via telephone, facsimle transnm ssion., electronic mail, or postal

nai | .

(9) If an individual casts a provisional ballot pursuant to

division (A (13) of this section, the election official shal

i ndicate, on the provisional ballot verification statenent
reqgui red under section 3505.182 of the Revised Code, both of the

foll owi ng:

(a) That the ballot was cast after the tine for the closing

of the polls pursuant to a court order extending the tinme for the

closing of the polls: and

(b) Whether the individual would have been eliqgible to cast a

reqular ballot, if the ballot were cast prior to the tine for the

closing of the polls.

(O (1) If an individual declares that the individual is
eligible to vote in a jurisdiction other than the jurisdiction in
whi ch the individual desires to vote, or if, upon review of the
precinct voting |location guide using the residential street
address provided by the individual, an election official at the
polling place at which the individual desires to vote deternines
that the individual is not eligible to vote in that jurisdiction
the election official shall direct the individual to the polling
pl ace for the jurisdiction in which the individual appears to be
eligible to vote, explain that the individual may cast a
provi sional ballot at the current location but the ballot wll not
be counted if it is cast in the wong precinct, and provide the
t el ephone nunber of the board of elections in case the individua

has addi ti onal questions.

(2) If the individual refuses to travel to the polling place
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for the correct jurisdiction or to the office of the board of

el ections to cast a ballot, or if the precinct election official

fails to direct the voter to the polling place for the correct

jurisdiction, the individual shall be pernmitted to vote a

provi sional ballot at that jurisdiction in accordance with

division (B) of this section. H—anryefthefolowngapply—the

(D) The appropriate local election official shall cause
voting information to be publicly posted at each polling place on

the day of each el ection

(E) The board of elections shall consider the provisional

ball ot affirmation of an individual who casts a provisional ball ot

under division (A (9) of this section to also serve as a notice of

change of nane., change of residence, or both, or as a voter

registration form as applicable, for that individual. |If the

affirmation is lacking any required information for the individual

to register in a new county or to update the person's voter

registration, the board shall contact the individual not [ater

than sixty days before the day of the next election to conplete

the updating of the individual's voter reqgistration

The board of elections may contact the individual using

what ever neans i s deened appropriate by the board in consideration

of the tinefranme needed to neet applicable deadlines and the
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effort needed to update the individual's voter registration.

Whenever possible, the board shall update the individual's voter

registration by confirmng i nformation with the individual via

tel ephone, facsinle transm ssion. electronic mail. or postal

nai | .

(F) As used in this section and sections 3505.182 and
3505. 183 of the Revi sed Code:

(1) "Jurisdiction" neans the precinct in which a person is a

legally qualified elector.

(2) "Precinct voting |ocation guide" nmeans either of the

fol |l ow ng:

(a) An electronic or paper record that lists the correct
jurisdiction and polling place for either each specific
residential street address in the county or the range of
residential street addresses |located in each nei ghborhood bl ock in

the county;

(b) Any other nethod that a board of elections creates that
allows a precinct election official or any elector who is at a
polling place in that county to determ ne the correct jurisdiction
and polling place of any qualified el ector who resides in the

county.
(3) "Voting information" neans all of the follow ng:

(a) A sanple version of the ballot that will be used for that

el ecti on;

(b) Information regarding the date of the election and the

hours during which polling places will be open

(c) Instructions on howto vote, including howto cast a vote

and how to cast a provisional ballot;

(d) Instructions for mail-in registrants and first-tine

voters under applicable federal and state | aws;
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(e) General information on voting rights under applicable
federal and state laws, including infornation on the right of an
i ndividual to cast a provisional ballot and instructions on howto
contact the appropriate officials if these rights are alleged to

have been vi ol at ed;

(f) General information on federal and state |aws regardi ng

prohi bitions against acts of fraud and m srepresentation.

Sec. 3505.182. Each individual who casts a provisional ballot
under section 3505.181 of the Revised Code shall execute a witten
affirmation. The formof the witten affirmation shall be printed
upon the face of the provisional ballot envel ope and shall be
substantially as foll ows:

"Provi sional Ballot Affirmation
STATE OF OH O

L, (Narme of provisional voter), solemly

swear or affirmthat | ama registered voter iAthejurisdiection
H—whi-ch—t+—amvetingthis provisional—ballet and that | am

eligible to vote in the election in which | amvoting this

provi si onal ball ot.

| understand that, if the above-provided information is not
fully conpleted and correct, if the board of elections determ nes
that | amnot registered to vot e—a—+resident—of this preecinet~ or
eligible to vote in this election, or if the board of elections
determines that | have already voted in this election, ny
provi sional ballot w+ may not be counted. | further understand
that knowi ngly providing false information is a violation of |aw

and subjects nme to possible crimnal prosecution

I hereby declare, under penalty of election falsification,
that the above statenents are true and correct to the best of ny

know edge and beli ef.
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(Si gnature of Voter) 5015
.................................. 5016
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Voter's former nanme, if e e e e e e e e e e e e 5027

appl i cabl e:

Voter's—driver' s ticense 5028
I i | ded

above—the The | ast four

digits of voter's socia

security nunber

Please——cirelenRurber L 5029
typerl
If last four digits of ... . . . ... 5030

social security nunber are

not provided, voter's

driver's license nunber or

state identification card

nunber (Pl ease circle

nunber type):

(Optional but recomrended) 5031
Voter's date of birth: ... .. .. ... ... 5032
Voter's tel ephone nunber:  ......... ... ... ... 5033
Voter's electronic mail ... .. ... 5034
addr ess:
(Voter may attach a copy of any of the follow ng for 5035

identification purposes: a current and valid photo identification,

amlitary identification, or a current utility bill, bank

statenent, governnment check, paycheck, or other governnent

document, other than a—netice of anelectionmailed by a board of

elections—under—section—3501-19of the Revised Code—o+ a notice of

voter registration mailed by a board of elections under section

3503. 19 of the Revised Code, that shows the voter's nane and

current address.)

Reason for voting provisional ballot (Check one): 5036
..... Request ed, but did not receive, absent voter's ball ot 5037
..... O her 5038
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Verification Statenent

(To be conpleted by election official)

The Provisional Ballot Affirmation printed above was
subscribed and affirmed before nme this .......... day of
.......... (Mnth), .......... (Year).

(If applicable, the election official must check the
follow ng true statenent concerning additional infornmation needed

to determine the eligibility of the provisional voter.)

...... The provisional voter is required to provide

additional information to the board of elections to resolve an

el ection-day chall enge.

...... The provisional voter is required to provide

identification information to the board of el ections or execute an

identification affirmation

...... An application or challenge hearing regarding this

vot er has been postponed until after the el ection.

(The el ection official nust check the follow ng true
statenment concerning identification provided by the provisional

voter, if any.)

...... The provisional voter provided a current and valid

photo identification

...... The provisional voter provided a military
identification or a copy of a current utility bill, bank

statenment, governnent check, paycheck, or other governnent

docunment, other than a—neticeof anelectionmailed by aboard of

Page 165

5039
5040

5041
5042
5043

5044
5045
5046

5047
5048
5049

5050
5051
5052

5053
5054

5055
5056
5057

5058
5059

5060
5061
5062
5063
5064

5065
5066
5067
5068



S.B. No. 20 Page 166
As Introduced

el-eectiens—under—section—3504-19eof the RevisedCode—or a notice of 5069
voter registration mailed by a board of el ections under—section 5070
350319 of the Revised-GCoede, with the voter's name and current 5071
addr ess. 5072

...... The provisional voter provided the last four digits of 5073
the voter's social security nunber. 5074

...... The provisional voter is—not—abletoprovide—a——current 5075
. : - Lon- - . - Lon- 5076

; ; ; 5077
5078
5079
5080
5081
5082
5083
5084
5085

5086
5087
5088
5089
5090
5091
5092
5093
5094
5095
5096
5097
5098
5099
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identification card nunber. 5101

5102
5103
5104
5105
address—or—a-social—securitynunber or cannot provide any of the 5106

previously described types of identification, but has executed an 5107

affirmati on. The provisional voter nmay provide additional 5108

identification information to the board of elections within ten 5109

days after the election to assist in the verification of the 5110
voter's ballot. 5111

5112
5113
5114
5115
address—or—a-social—securitynurber— or cannot provide any of the 5116

previously described types of identification and has declined to 5117

execute an affirmati on. The provisional voter nust provide one of 5118

the previously described types of identification. or execute an 5119

affirnmation, to the board of elections within ten days after the 5120
el ection. 5121

5122
5123
5124
5125
5126
5127
5128
5129
5130
5131

(The election official must conplete the foll owi ng concerning 5132
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the voter's correct precinct polling |ocation):

Is the voter listed at the correct address in the poll book?

If no, find the voter's address in the precinct voting

|l ocation guide and record the nane or nunber of the voter's

COrrect pPreci NCt . . i e et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e

Wite down the voter's correct polling | ocation

If the voter's correct precinct or polling location is

different fromwhere you are now, instruct the voter to go to the

correct precinct and polling location. |If vou have already issued

a provisional ballot to the voter or begun witing on this

envel ope, mark both the ballot and envel ope as void and process

according to your |ocal instructions.

Did the voter refuse to go to the correct precinct and

polling |ocation? Yes...... No......

Did you instruct the voter that casting a ballot in the wong

precinct would result in all of the votes on the ballot being

rejected? Yes...... No......

(1f applicable, the election official nust check the

following true statenents reqgarding a ballot cast after the tine

for the closing of the polls.)

..... The provisional voter is voting after the tine for the

closing of the polls pursuant to a court order extending the tine

for the closing of the polls.

..... The provisional voter would have been eligible to cast

a reqular ballot, if the provisional voter cast that ballot prior

to the tine for the closing of the polls.

..... The provisional voter would not have been eligible to

cast a reqular ballot, if the provisional voter cast that ball ot
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prior to the tine for the closing of the polls.

(1f applicable, the election official must check the

followi ng statenent.)

..... The provisional voter refused to conplete the voter's

portion of this statenent.

| hereby declare, under penalty of election falsification,

that the above statenents are true and correct to the best of nvy

know edge and bel i ef.

(Signature of Election Oficial)"

In addition to any information required to be included on the
witten affirmation, an individual casting a provisional ballot
may provide additional information to the election official to
assi st the board of elections in determning the individual's
eligibility to vote in that election, including the date and

| ocation at which the individual registered to vote, if known.

f ¢ he individual_decl| | g on.

. el olect el shald it v

Sec. 3505.183. (A)(1) When the ballot boxes are delivered to
the board of elections fromthe precincts, the board shall
separate the provisional ballot envel opes fromthe rest of the
ball ots. Teans of enployees of the board consisting of one nenber
of each major political party shall place the seal ed provi si onal
bal | ot envel opes in a secure location within the office of the
board. The seal ed provisional ballot envelopes shall remain in
that secure location until the validity of those ballots is
determ ned under division (B) of this section. Wile the
provisional ballot is stored in that secure location, and prior to

the counting of the provisional ballots, if the board receives
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information regarding the validity of a specific provisional
bal | ot under division (B) of this section, the board nay note, on
the seal ed provisional ballot envelope for that ballot, whether

the ballot is valid and entitled to be counted.

(2) Wiile the provisional ballots are stored in that

location, the board shall contact any individual whose provisional

ballot affirmation indicates that the person is required to

provide additional information to the board of elections for the

ball ot to be eligible to be counted. The board of el ections may

contact the individual using whatever neans i s deened appropriate

by the board in consideration of the tinefrane needed to neet

applicabl e deadlines. \Wenever possible, the board shall obtain

the required information fromthe individual via telephone,

facsinmle transm ssion, electronic nail, or postal mail.

(B)(1) To determ ne whether a provisional ballot is valid and
entitled to be counted, the board shall exam ne its records and
det ermi ne whether the individual who cast the provisional ballot
is registered and eligible to vote in the applicable election. The

board shall exam ne the information contained in the witten

affirmati on executed by the individual who cast the provisional
bal | ot under division (B)(2) of section 3505.181 of the Revised
Code. he i ndiag . . Lon-
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o . o .
. . el o L bal e be .
(2) In additi he_in : ' od . lod_i
7 . I i visi (BY (1) of thi Lon—]
det erm ni ng whether a provisional ballot is valid and entitled to
be counted, the board al so shall exam ne any additiona
information for determning ballot validity provided by the
provi sional voter on the affirmation, provided by the provisional
voter to an election official under section 3505.182 of the
Revi sed Code, or provided to the board of elections during the ten
days after the day of the election under division (B)(8) of
section 3505.181 of the Revised Code, to assist the board in

determning the individual's eligibility to vote.

(3) If, in examning a provisional ballot affirmation and

addi tional information under divisions (B)(1) and (2) of this

section and conparing the infornmation regui+redunder—division
BHH—of this seection with the elector's infornmation in the
statewi de voter registration database, the board determnesthat

aH—ef—thefolowng—apply s able to determine the identity of

the elector who cast the ballot, the ballot shall be presuned to

be valid and eligible for counting. unless, by a vote of at | east

three nenbers of the board of elections, the board deterni nes that

the ballot is not eligible to be counted in accordance with

division (B)(4) of this section. If the ballot is eligible to be

count ed, the provisional ballot envel ope shall be opened, and the

ball ot shall be placed in a ballot box to be counted-

8} The i ndi-vidual I I e . . I
registeredto—vote—
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e—TFhe—inetvi-dual—provided—al—ofthe i nlormationreguired 5255
o . . . . . 5256

5257

5258

5259

5260

5261

5262

5263

5264

5265

5266

5267

5268

5269

5270

5271

(4)=- If, in exam ning a provisional ballot affirmati on and 5272

addi tional information under divisions (B)(1) and (2) of this 5273
section and conparing the information regquitredunder—division 5274
B{H—ofthis—seetion with the elector's information in the 5275
statewi de voter registration database, at |least three nenbers of 5276
the board determines deternine that any of the follow ng applies, 5277
the provisional ballot envel ope shall not be opened, and the 5278
bal | ot shall not be counted: 5279
£(a) The individual named on the affirmation is not 5280
qualified or is not properly registered to vote. 5281
+)(b) The individual nanmed on the affirmation is not 5282
eligible to cast a ballot in the precinct e—fer—the—-eleetion in 5283
whi ch the individual cast the provisional ballot, the individual 5284

was directed to the correct precinct or polling | ocation, and the 5285
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individual refused to travel to the correct precinct or polling 5286
| ocation to cast a ballot, as docunmented by the precinct election 5287
official on the statenent acconpanying the provisional ballot. 5288

HH—TFhe—ndividual—di-d—not—provide—alt—of thetnformation 5289
regred—under—diviston (B3 1-—of this sectionitn-the attirmation 5290
that—the+ndividual—exeeuted—at—thetinethe +ndividual—east—the 5291
pr-ovi-sional—baltot— 5292

—~1-(c) The individual has already cast a ballot for the 5293
el ection in which the individual cast the provisional ballot. 5294

-(d) If applicable, the individual did not provide any 5295
addi tional information required under division (B)(8) of section 5296
3505. 181 of the Revised Code within ten days after the day of the 5297
el ection. 5298

)-(e) If applicable, the hearing conducted under division 5299
(B) of section 3503.24 of the Revised Code after the day of the 5300
el ection did not result in the individual's inclusion in the 5301
official registration |ist. 5302

+(f) The individual failed to provide a current and valid 5303
photo identification, a nmilitary identification, a copy of a 5304
current utility bill, bank statement, governnent check, paycheck, 5305
or other government docunent, other than a—netice—ofan—election 5306
reed—by—a—board—ot—elections—under—section-3504-19 of the 5307
Revised-Code—o+ a notice of voter registration nailed by a board 5308
of elections under section 3503.19 of the Revised Code, with the 5309
voter's name and current address, or the last four digits of the 5310
individual's social security nunber, or the individual's driver's 5311
i cense nunber or state identification card nunber, or to execute 5312
an affirmation under division (A of section 3505.18 or division 5313
(B) of section 3505.181 of the Revised Code. 5314

{vi--(qg) The last four digits of the elector's social 5315

security nunber or the elector's driver's license nunber or state 5316
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identification nunber are different fromthe last four digits of 5317
the elector's social security nunber or the elector's driver's 5318
| i cense nunber or state identification nunber contained in the 5319
statewi de voter registration database. 5320
5321

5322

5323

5324

5325

5326

5327

5328

5329

5330

5331

5332

(h) The individual who cast the provisional ballot cannot be 5333
identified. 5334
(i) The individual who cast the provisional ballot is not 5335
eligible to cast a ballot for the election in which the individual 5336
cast the provisional ballot. 5337
(O In evaluating a provisional ballot affirmation and 5338
addi ti onal information under divisions (B)(1) and (2) of this 5339
section to determ ne whether the provisional ballot is eligible to 5340
be counted, all of the follow ng shall apply: 5341
(1) The last four digits of the individual's social security 5342
nunber, if provided. shall be sufficient for the purpose of 5343
identifying the provisional voter: 5344
(2) The individual's driver's |license nunber or state 5345

identification card nunber, if provided, shall be sufficient for 5346
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the purpose of identifying the provisional voter;

(3) A provisional ballot affirmation that does not include

the individual's nane, or that has the individual's nane in an

incorrect location. shall not be rejected if the board detern nes

the identity of the individual based on the individual's signature

or ot her neans;

(4) A provisional ballot affirmation that contains the

individual's signature in an incorrect |ocation shall not be

rejected if the individual's signature would have been sufficient

if placed in the correct location on the affirnmation

(5) A provisional ballot shall not be rejected on the ground

that any portion of the affirmation required to be conpleted by a

precinct election official is inconplete;

(6) If there is a tie vote anpngst the nenbers of the board

of elections in determ ning whether a particul ar provisional

ballot is eligible to be counted under division (B)(3) of this

section, that ballot shall be counted.

(D) (1) For each provisional ballot rejected under division

(B)(4) of this section, the board shall record the name of the

provi sional voter who cast the ballot, if that nanme can be

determ ned, the identification nunber of the provisional ballot
envel ope, the nanes of the election officials who deternined the
validity of that ballot, the date and tine that the determ nation

was made, and the reason that the ball ot was not counted.

(2) Provisional ballots that are rejected under division
(B)(4) of this section shall not be counted but shall be preserved
in their provisional ballot envel opes unopened until the tine
provi ded by section 3505.31 of the Revised Code for the
destruction of all other ballots used at the election for which

ball ots were provided, at which tinme they shall be destroyed.

{B-(E) Provisional ballots that the board deternines are
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eligible to be counted under division (B)(3) of this section shal
be counted in the sanme nmanner as provided for other ballots under
section 3505.27 of the Revised Code. No provisional ballots shal
be counted in a particular county until the board deternines the
eligibility to be counted of all provisional ballots cast in that
county under division (B) of this section for that election.
(bservers, as provided in section 3505.21 of the Revised Code, may
be present at all tinmes that the board is determining the
eligibility of provisional ballots to be counted and counting
those provisional ballots deternmined to be eligible. No person
shal |l recklessly disclose the count or any portion of the count of
provisional ballots in such a manner as to jeopardize the secrecy

of any individual ballot.

E)X(F) Notwithstandi ng any provision of the Revised Code to

the contrary, if an individual casts a provisional ballot in a

precinct polling |ocation other than the individual's correct

precinct polling |location, both of the follow ng shall apply:

(1) The provisional ballot shall be counted if the individua

was otherwi se eligible to vote in that el ection and the

provi sional ballot cast by that individual contained identical

candi date choi ces, questions, and issues to the ballot that the

i ndi vi dual woul d have been eligible to cast if the individual had

voted in the correct precinct polling | ocation;

(2) The provisional ballot shall be remade by the el ection

officials for all of the candidate choices, questions. and issues

for which the individual nmade a ball ot sel ection that coincide

with the candi date choices., questions, and issues for which the

i ndi vi dual woul d have been eligible to cast a ballot if the

individual had voted in the correct precinct polling |location, if

the statenent on the provisional ballot affirmation that is

reqguired to be conpleted by the precinct election officials does

not reveal whether or not the individual was properly directed to
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the correct precinct and polling | ocation.

(G (1) Except as otherw se provided in division (E(GQ (2) of
this section, nothing in this section shall prevent a board of
el ections from exam ning provisional ballot affirmations and
addi tional information under divisions (B)(1) and (2) of this
section to determne the eligibility of provisional ballots to be

counted during the ten days after the day of an el ection.

(2) A board of elections shall not exanm ne the provisional
ball ot affirmati on and additional information under divisions
(B)(1) and (2) of this section of any provisional ballot for which
an election official has indicated under division (B)(7) of
section 3505.181 of the Revised Code that additional information
is required for the board of elections to determ ne the
eligibility of the individual who cast that provisional ballot
until the individual provides any information required under
di vision (B)(8) of section 3505.181 of the Revised Code, until any
hearing required to be conducted under section 3503.24 of the
Revi sed Code with regard to the provisional voter is held, or
until the eleventh day after the day of the el ection, whichever is

earlier.

Sec. 3505.184. Not later than five days after the day of an

el ection, each board of elections shall conpile a list of the

nanes and, if available, voter reqgistration addresses, of each

i ndi vidual who cast a provisional ballot in that county at that

election. The list shall identify each individual whose

provisional ballot affirmation indicates is required to provide

additional information for the individual's provisional ballot to

be eligible to be counted. The list shall be a public record, and

the board of elections shall either nake the list available on its

web site or provide a copy of the list to a requestor within

twenty-four hours after a request for the list is received.
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Sec. 3505.20. Any person offering to vote may be chal | enged
at the polling place by any judge—ofelections precinct election

official. If the board of elections has ruled on the question

presented by a challenge prior to election day, its finding and
deci sion shall be final, and the presidirg—fudge voting |ocation
manager shall be notified in witing. If the board has not rul ed,

the question shall be determ ned as set forth in this section. If
any person is so challenged as unqualified to vote, the presiding

fudge voting | ocation nmanager shall tender the person the

foll owing oath: "You do swear or affirmunder penalty of election
falsification that you will fully and truly answer all of the
foll owi ng questions put to you concerning your qualifications as

an elector at this election."

(A If the person is challenged as unqualified on the ground

that the person is not a citizen, the judges precinct election

officials shall put the follow ng questions:

- Are you a citizen of the United States?
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(B) If the person is challenged as unqualified on the ground

that the person has not resided in this state for thirty days

i medi ately preceding the election, the judges precinct election

officials shall put the follow ng questions:

(1) Have you resided in this state for thirty days
i mredi ately preceding this election? If so, where have you
resi ded?

(2) Did you properly register to vote?

(3) Can you provide sone formof identification containing
your current nmailing address in this precinct? Please provide that

i dentification

(4) Have you voted or attenpted to vote at any other |ocation

inthis or in any other state at this el ection?

(5) Have you applied for an absent voter's ballot in any

state for this election?

If the judges precinct election officials are unable to

verify the person's eligibility to cast a ballot in the election

the judges precinct election officials shall provide to the

person, and the person may vote, a provisional ballot under

section 3505.181 of the Revised Code. Theprovisional—ballotshall
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(O If the person is challenged as unqualified on the ground
that the person is not a resident of the precinct where the person

offers to vote, the judges precinct election officials shall put

the fol |l owi ng questi ons:
(1) Do you reside in this precinct?
(2) Wien did you nove into this precinct?

(3) When you cane into this precinct, did you cone for a
tenporary purpose nerely or for the purpose of nmaking it your

home?
(4) What is your current nailing address?

(5) Do you have sone official identification containing your
current address in this precinct? Please provide that

identification

(6) Have you voted or attenpted to vote at any other |ocation

inthis or in any other state at this el ection?

(7) Have you applied for any absent voter's ballot in any

state for this election?

The judges precinct election officials shall direct an

i ndi vidual who is not in the appropriate polling place to the
appropriate polling place. If the individual refuses to go to the

appropriate polling place, or if the judges precinct election

officials are unable to verify the person's eligibility to cast a

ballot in the election, the judges precinct election officials
shall provide to the person, and the person nmay vote, a
provi sional ballot under section 3505.181 of the Revised Code. Fhe

(D) If the person is challenged as unqualified on the ground

that the person is not of legal voting age, the judges precinct
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election officials shall put the foll owi ng questi ons:
(1) Are you eighteen years of age or nore?
(2) What is your date of birth?

(3) Do you have sone official identification verifying your

age? Pl ease provide that identification.

If the judges precinct election officials are unable to

verify the person's age and eligibility to cast a ballot in the

el ection, the judges precinct election officials shall provide to

the person, and the person may vote, a provisional ballot under

section 3505.181 of the Revised Code. Fheprovisional—ballotshall

persoen—challenged—as—are—necessary—to—determne—thepersoen—s
gua-fications—as—an—electoratthe eleetion— If a person
chal I enged refuses to answer fully any question put to the person,
is unabl e to answer the questions as they were answered on the
registration formby the person under whose nane the person offers
to vote, or refuses to sign the person's nane or nake the person's
mark, or if for any other reason a majority of the judges precinct

election officials believes the person is not entitled to vote,

the judges precinct election officials shall provide to the

person, and the person nay vote, a provisional ballot under

section 3505.181 of the Revised Code. Fheprovisional—ballotshall

A qualified citizen who has certified the citizen's intention
to vote for president and vice-president as provi ded by Chapter

3504. of the Revised Code shall be eligible to receive only the
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bal | ot containing presidential and vice-presidential candi dates.

However, prior to the nineteenth day before the day of an
el ection and in accordance with section 3503.24 of the Revised
Code, any person qualified to vote may chall enge the right of any
ot her person to be registered as a voter, or the right to cast an
absent voter's ballot, or to make application for such ballot.
Such chall enge shall be made in accordance with section 3503. 24 of
the Revised Code, and the board of elections of the county in
whi ch the voting residence of the challenged voter is situated
shall nmake a final determination relative to the legality of such

regi stration or application.

Sec. 3505.21. At any primary, special, or general election,
any political party supporting candi dates to be voted upon at such
el ection and any group of five or nore candi dates may appoint to
the board of elections or to any of the precincts in the county or
city one person, a qualified elector, who shall serve as observer
for such party or such candi dates during the casting and counting
of the ballots; provided that separate observers nmay be appointed
to serve during the casting and during the counting of the
ball ots. No candi date, no uniformed peace officer as defined by
section 2935.01 of the Revised Code, no uniforned state hi ghway
patrol trooper, no uniforned nenber of any fire departnent, no
uni f ormed nenber of the arnmed services, no uniforned nmenber of the
organi zed nilitia, no person wearing any other uniform and no
person carrying a firearmor other deadly weapon shall serve as an
observer, nor shall any candi date be represented by nore than one
observer at any one precinct except that a candidate who is a
nmenber of a party controlling commttee, as defined in section
3517.03 of the Revised Code, may serve as an observer. Any
political party or group of candi dates appoi nting observers shal
notify the board of elections of the nanmes and addresses of its

appoi ntees and the precincts at which they shall serve.
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Notification shall take place not |ess than el even days before the
el ection on fornms prescribed by the secretary of state and may be
anended by filing an amendnent with the board of el ections at any
time until four p.m of the day before the election. The observer
serving on behalf of a political party shall be appointed in
witing by the chairperson and secretary of the respective
controlling party commttee. Chbservers serving for any five or
nore candi dates shall have their certificates signed by those
candi dates. Cbservers appointed to a precinct nay file their

certificates of appointnment with the presidingjudge voting
| ocation manager of the precinct at the neeting on the evening

prior to the election, or with the presidingjudge voting |ocation

manager of the precinct on the day of the election. Upon the
filing of a certificate, the person naned as observer in the
certificate shall be permitted to be in and about the polling
pl ace for the precinct during the casting of the ballots and shal

be permitted to watch every proceedi ng of the judges—of elections

precinct election officials fromthe time of the opening until the

closing of the polls. The observer also may inspect the counting
of all ballots in the polling place or board of elections fromthe
time of the closing of the polls until the counting is conpl eted
and the final returns are certified and signed. Cbservers
appointed to the board of elections under this section nmay observe
at the board of elections and may observe at any precinct in the
county. The judges—of elections precinct election officials shal
protect such observers in all of the rights and privil eges granted
to themby Title XXXV of the Revised Code.

No persons ot her than the judges—ef—eleections precinct

el ection officials, the observers, a police officer, other persons

who are detailed to any precinct on request of the board of
el ections, or the secretary of state or the secretary of state's
| egal representative shall be adnitted to the polling place, or

any roomin which a board of elections is counting ballots, after
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the closing of the polls until the counting, certifying, and

signing of the final returns of each election have been conpl et ed.

Not later than four p.m of the twentieth day prior to an
el ection at which questions are to be submitted to a vote of the
people, any comrittee that in good faith advocates or opposes a
measure may file a petition with the board of any county asking
that the petitioners be recognized as the cormittee entitled to
appoi nt observers to the count at the election. If nore than one
committee alleging thenselves to advocate or oppose the sane
neasure file such a petition, the board shall decide and announce
by registered mail to each conmttee not |ess than twelve days
i medi ately preceding the election which commttee is recognized
as being entitled to appoint observers. The decision shall not be
final, but any aggrieved party may institute nandanus proceedi ngs
in the court of common pleas of the county in which the board has

jurisdiction to conpel the judges—ofelections precinct election

officials to accept the appointees of such aggrieved party. Any

such recogni zed conmittee may appoint an observer to the count in
each precinct. Comm ttees appointing observers shall notify the
board of elections of the names and addresses of its appointees
and the precincts at which they shall serve. Notification shal
take place not |ess than el even days before the el ection on forns
prescribed by the secretary of state and may be anended by filing
an anmendnent with the board of elections at any tine until four
p.m on the day before the election. A person so appointed shall
file the person's certificate of appointnment with the presiding

fudge voting | ocation nmanager in the precinct in which the person

has been appointed to serve. Cbservers shall file their

certificates before the polls are closed. In no case shall nore
than si x observers be appointed for any one election in any one
precinct. If nore than three questions are to be voted on, the

conmi ttees whi ch have appoi nted observers nay agree upon not to
exceed six observers, and the judges—eofelections precinct
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election officials shall appoint such observers. |If such

commttees fail to agree, the judges—eofelections precinct

election officials shall appoint six observers fromthe appoi ntees

so certified, in such manner that each side of the severa

questions shall be represented.

No person shall serve as an observer at any precinct unless
the board of elections of the county in which such observer is to
serve has first been notified of the nane, address, and precinct
at which such observer is to serve. Notification to the board of
el ections shall be given by the political party, group of
candi dates, or comm ttee appointing such observer as prescribed in
this section. No such observers shall receive any conpensati on
fromthe county, nunicipal corporation, or township, and they

shall take the following oath, to be adninistered by one of the

fudges—ef—eleetions precinct election officials:

"You do solemmly swear that you will faithfully and

inmpartially discharge the duties as an official observer, assigned
by law, that you will not cause any delay to persons offering to
vote; and that you will not disclose or conmunicate to any person

how any el ector has voted at such election.™

Sec. 3505.23. No After a voter shall—be—-allowedto—-ocecupy has

occupi ed a voting conpartnent or dse has used a voting machine

nore than five ten ni nutes when—al—the votingconparthents—or

and in five mnute intervals thereafter, the precinct el ection

officials shall ingquire whether the voter requires assistance in

mar ki ng the voter's ballots.

Except as otherw se provided by in this section and section
3505. 24 of the Revised Code, no voter shall occupy a voting
conmpartment or machi ne with anot her person or speak to anyone, nor

shal | anyone speak to the voter, while the voter is in a voting
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conmpart ment or machi ne.

In precincts that do not use voting nachines the foll ow ng

procedure shall be followed:

If a voter tears, soils, defaces, or erroneously marks a
bal ot the voter may return it to the precinct election officials
and a second ballot shall be issued to the voter. Before returning
a torn, soiled, defaced, or erroneously marked ballot, the voter
shall fold it so as to conceal any narks the voter nmade upon it

but. |If the ballot includes a ballot stub, the voter shall not

remove Stub A therefrom If the voter tears, soils, defaces, or
erroneously marks such second ballot, the voter may return it to
the precinct election officials, and a third ballot shall be
issued to the voter. In no case shall nore than three ballots be
issued to a voter. Upon receiving a returned torn, soiled,
defaced, or erroneously marked ball ot the precinct election
officials shall detach-Stub A therefrom wite "Defaced" on the
back of such ballot, and place the-stub—and the ballot in the

appropriate container. If ballot stubs are being used, the

precinct election officials shall detach Stub A fromthe returned

torn, soiled, defaced., or erroneously narked ball ot and pl ace the

stub and the ballot in the separate containers provided therefor.

No el ector shall |eave the polling place until the elector
returns to the precinct election officials every ballot issued to
the elector, with Stub A on each ballot attached thereto if
applicable, regardl ess of whether the el ector has or has not

pl aced any marks upon the ballot.

Before | eaving the voting conpartnment, the voter shall fold
each ball ot marked by the voter so that no part of the face of the
ballot is visible, and so that the printing thereon indicating the
kind of ballot it is and the facsinmle signatures of the nenbers
of the board of elections are visible. The voter shall then | eave

the voting conpartnent, deliver the voter's ballots, and state the
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voter's nane to the judge precinct election official having charge

of the ball ot boxes, who shall announce the nane of the voter and

shall, in the presence of the voter, deposit each such ballot in

the proper ballot box. If ballot stubs are being used. the

precinct election official having charge of the ball ot boxes shall

announce the nane of the voter, detach Stub A from each ball ot,

and announce the nunber on the stubs. The judges precinct election

officials in charge of the poll lists or poll books shall check to
ascertain whet her the nunber so announced is the nunber on Stub B
of the ballots issued to such voter, and if no di screpancy appears

to exist, the judge precinct election official in charge of the

bal | ot boxes shall, in the presence of the voter, deposit each
such ballot in the proper ballot box and shall place Stub A from

each ballot in the container provided therefor. Fae However, no

ballot shall be rejected on the grounds that Stub A has not been

returned with the marked ballot. If the voter returns the ball ot

w thout Stub A attached, the precinct election official in charge

of the poll lists or pollbooks shall note in the poll lists or

pol | books that Stub A was not returned with the ballot. The

precinct election official in charge of the ball ot boxes then

shall, in the presence of the voter, deposit each such ballot in

the proper ballot box. After the voter's ballots and, if

applicable, ballot stubs are placed in the ballot box or

container, as appropriate, the voter shall then imedi ately | eave

the pol ling place.

bal | ol 'y he i udae_in el oy

ballot boxes—with Stub A-detached therefrom—and-only Only ballots
provided in accordance with Title XXXV of the Revised Coder shal

be voted or deposited in the ballot boxes.

In marking a presidential ballot, the voter shall record the
vote in the manner provided on the ballot next to the nanes of the

candi dates for the offices of president and vice-president. Such
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bal | ot shall be considered and counted as a vote for each of the
candi dates for election as presidential elector whose nanes were
certified to the secretary of state by the political party of such

nom nees for president and vice-president.

In marking an office type ballot or nonpartisan ballot, the
voter shall record the vote in the manner provided on the ball ot
next to the name of each candidate for whomthe voter desires to

vot e.

In marking a primary el ection ballot, the voter shall record
the vote in the manner provided on the ballot next to the nane of
each candidate for whomthe voter desires to vote. If the voter
desires to vote for the nom nation of a person whose nanme i s not
printed on the primary election ballot, the voter may do so by
writing such person's name on the ballot in the proper place

provi ded for such purpose.

In marki ng a questions and issues ballot, the voter shal
record the vote in the nanner provided on the ballot at the |eft
or at the right of "YES" or "NO' or other words of simlar inport
which are printed on the ballot to enable the voter to indicate
how t he voter votes in connection with each question or issue upon

which the voter desires to vote.

In marki ng any ball ot on which a bl ank space has been
provi ded wherein an elector may wite in the name of a person for
whom the elector desires to vote, the elector shall wite such
person's name in such bl ank space and on no other place on the
ball ot. Unless specific provision is made by statute, no bl ank
space shall be provided on a ballot for wite-in votes, and any
names witten on a ballot other than in a bl ank space provided

therefor shall not be counted or recorded.

Sec. 3505.24. Any el ector who declares to the presidingjudge
of—elections voting location nmanager that the elector is unable to
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mark the elector's ballot by reason of blindness, disability, or
illiteracy may be acconpanied in the voting booth and ai ded by any
person of the elector's choice, other than the elector's enployer
an agent of the elector's enployer, or an officer or agent of the
elector's union, if any. The elector also may request and receive
assi stance in the marking of the elector's ballot fromtwo

el ection officials of different political parties. Any person
provi di ng assistance in the marking of an elector's ballot under
this section shall thereafter provide no information in regard to

the marking of that ballot.

Any judge precinct election official may require a

declaration of inability to be nade by the el ector under oath
before the j(udge official. Assistance shall not be rendered for
causes other than those specified in this section, and no

candi dat e whose nane appears on the ballot shall assist any person

in marking that person's ballot.

Sec. 3505.26. At the time for closing the polls, the

presidi-ng—fudge voting | ocation manager shall by procl amation
announce that the polls are closed.

The judges precinct election officials shall then in the

presence of observers proceed as foll ows:

(A) Count the nunber of electors who voted, as shown on the

pol | books;

(B) Count the unused ballots, w thout renoving stubs if

bal | ot stubs are being used;

(© Count the soiled and defaced ballots;

(D) Insert the totals of (A), (B), and (C) on the report

forms provided therefor in the poll book;

(E) Count the voted ballots. If the nunber of voted ballots

exceeds the nunber of voters whose names appear upon the
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pol | books, the presidingfudge voting |ocation nmanager shall enter
on the poll books an explanation of that discrepancy, and that

expl anation, if agreed to, shall be subscribed to by all of the
judges precinct election officials. Any judge precinct official
having a different explanation shall enter it in the pollbooks and

subscribe to it.

(F) Put the unused ball ots wth-—stubs—attached~ and soil ed
and defaced bal |l ots with-stubsattached~ in the envel opes or
contai ners provided therefor, certify the nunber, and then proceed
to count and tally the votes in the manner prescribed by section
3505. 27 of the Revised Code and certify the result of the election

to the board of elections. |f ballot stubs are being used. the

precinct election officials shall | eave those stubs attached to

the unused ballots and soiled and defaced ballots, as applicabl e,

when those ballots are placed in the appropriate envel opes or

cont ai ners.

Sec. 3505.27. Unless otherwi se ordered by the secretary of
state or the board of elections, the counting and tallying of
ball ots shall be conducted according to procedures prescribed by
the board of elections that assure an accurate count of all votes

cast and that include all of the follow ng:

(A) The counting and tallying of ballots at the appropriate
of fice, as designhated by the board, in the full view of nenbers of

t he board and observers;

(B) The recording on a worksheet or other appropriate
docunment of the nunber of votes cast for each candidate and the

nunber of votes cast for and agai nst each question or issue;

(C The periodic reporting to the public and the office of
the secretary of state of the nunber of votes cast for each
candi date and t he nunber of votes cast for and agai nst each

guestion or issue as tallied at the tinme of the report;
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(D) An exam nation and verification by the appropriate
authority, as designated by the board, of the votes so tallied and
recorded in the pollbook under section 3505.26 of the Revised
Code.

The board shall prescribe additional procedures as necessary
to assure an accurate count of all votes cast. These procedures
shall be followed until all of the ballots that are required to be
counted on the day of the election after the close of the polls

have been count ed.

Al'l work sheets that are prepared at the polling | ocations
shall be preserved and pl aced inside the poll book and returned to
t he board.

If there is any disagreenent as to how a ballot should be

counted, it shall be submtted to the menmbers of the board for a

deci si on on whether or to what extent the ball ot should be

counted. |f threeof the menbers—donotagree—asto-howany part

“Disputed-Ballots— there is a tie vote anongst the nenbers of the

board of elections in deternining whether a particular ballot. or

portion of a ballot, is eligible to be counted, that ballot, or

portion thereof, shall be counted as a valid vote.

Sec. 3505.29. Fromthe tine the ballot box is opened and the
count of ballots begun until the ballots are counted and
certificates of votes cast are nade out, signed, certified and

given to the presidingjudge voting | ocation nmanager for delivery
to the headquarters of the board of elections, the (udges precinct

election officials in each precinct shall not separate, nor shal

a fudge precinct election official |eave the polling place except
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from unavoi dabl e necessity. In cases of illness or unavoidabl e
necessity, the board nay substitute another qualified person for

any precinct official so incapacitated.

Sec. 3505.30. Wen the results of the ballots have been
ascertained, such results shall be enbodied in a summary st atenent

to be prepared by the judges precinct election officials in

duplicate, on forms provided by the board of elections. One copy
shall be certified by the judges precinct election officials and

posted on the front of the polling place, and one copy, simlarly
certified, shall be transnitted without delay to the board in a
seal ed envel ope along with the other returns of the election. The
board shall, imrediately upon receipt of such summary st atenents,
compi l e and prepare an unofficial count and upon its conpletion
shall transmt prepaid, imrediately by tel ephone, facsimle

machi ne, or other telecomunications device, the results of such
unofficial count to the secretary of state, or to the board of the
nost popul ous county of the district which is authorized to
canvass the returns. Such count, in no event, shall be nade |ater
than twel ve noon on the day following the el ection. Fhebeoard
shatH—also—at—the sare-tine—certify the results therest to-the
secretary—ofstate by —certifiedrat— The board shall remain in
session fromthe tinme of the opening of the polls, continuously,
until the results of the election are received fromevery precinct
in the county and such results are comuni cated to the secretary

of state.

Sec. 3505.31. Wen the results of the voting in a polling
pl ace on the day of an election have been determ ned and entered
upon the proper forms and the certifications of those results have
been signed by the precinct officials, those officials, before
| eaving the polling place, shall place all ballots that they have

counted in containers provided for that purpose by the board of
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el ections, and shall seal each container in a nmanner that it

cannot be opened w thout breaking the seal or the material of

whi ch the container is made. They shall also seal the poll book

pol | list or signature pollbook, and tally sheet in a manner that
the data contained in these itens cannot be seen w thout breaking
the seals. On the outside of these itens shall be a plain
indication that they are to be filed with the board. The presiding

fudge voting | ocation nmanager and an—erpleyee—or—appointee—of—the

section—and another precinct election official who is a nenber of

a different political party than the presidingiudge voting
| ocati on manager, shall then deliver to the board the containers

of ballots and the seal ed poll book, poll list, and tally sheet,
together with all other election reports, materials, and supplies

required to be delivered to the board.

The board shall carefully preserve all ballots prepared and
provided by it for use in an election, whether used or unused, for
sixty days after the day of the election, except that, if an
el ection includes the nom nation or election of candidates for any
of the offices of president, vice-president, presidential elector,
menber of the senate of the congress of the United States, or
nmenber of the house of representatives of the congress of the
United States, the board shall carefully preserve all ballots
prepared and provided by it for use in that el ection, whether used
or unused, for twenty-two nonths after the day of the election. If
an election is held within that sixty-day period, the board shal
have authority to transfer those ballots to other containers to
preserve themuntil the sixty-day period has expired. After that
si xty-day period, the ballots shall be disposed of by the board in
a manner that the board orders, or where voting nachi nes have been

used the counters may be turned back to zero; provided that the
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secretary of state, within that sixty-day period, nmay order the
board to preserve the ballots or any part of the ballots for a
| onger period of tine, in which event the board shall preserve

those ballots for that |onger period of tinmne.

In counties where voting nmachines are used, if an election is
to be held within the sixty days imediately following a primary,
general, or special election or within any period of time within
whi ch the ballots have been ordered preserved by the secretary of
state or a court of conpetent jurisdiction, the board, after
giving notice to all interested parties and affordi ng them an
opportunity to have a representative present, shall open the
conmpartnments of the machi nes and, w thout unlocking the machines,
shal |l recanvass the vote cast in themas if a recount were being
hel d. The results shall be certified by the board, and this
certification shall be filed in the board s office and retained
for the remai nder of the period for which ballots nust be kept.
After preparation of the certificate, the counters may be turned

back to zero, and the machi nes may be used for the el ection.

The board shall carefully preserve the pollbook, poll |ist or
signature pol | book, and tally sheet delivered to it from each
polling place until it has conpleted the official canvass of the
election returns fromall precincts in which electors were
entitled to vote at an election, and has prepared and certified
the abstracts of election returns, as required by | aw. The board
shall not break, or pernit anyone to break, the seals upon the
pol I book, poll Iist or signature pollbook, and tally sheet, or
make, or permt any one to make, any changes or notations in these
itens, while they are in its custody, except as provided by
section 3505.32 of the Revised Code.

Pol | books and poll lists or signature pollbooks of a party
primary el ection delivered to the board from polling places shal

be carefully preserved by it for two years after the day of
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el ection in which they were used, and shall then be di sposed of by

the board in a manner that the board orders.

Pol | books, poll lists or signature pollbooks, tally sheets,
sumary statenents, and other records and returns of an el ection
delivered to it frompolling places shall be carefully preserved
by the board for two years after the day of the election in which
they were used, and shall then be di sposed of by the board in a

manner that the board orders.

Sec. 3506.021. (A) A board of elections nay adopt the use of

any el ectronic poll book that has been certified for use in this

state in accordance with section 3506.05 of the Revised Code,

instead of using poll lists or signature pollbooks. A board of

elections that opts to use electronic pollbooks shall notify the

secretary of state of that decision.

(B) The secretary of state shall provide each board of

el ections that adopts the use of el ectronic pollbooks under

division (A of this section with rules, instructions, directives,

and advi sories regarding the exam nation, testing, and use of

el ectronic pollbooks., including rules regarding the sealing of the

information in those pollbooks as required under section 3505. 31
of the Revised Code.

(C) Notwithstandi ng any provision of section 3501.30 of the

Revi sed Code to the contrary, a precinct polling |ocation that

uses el ectronic poll books shall have at | east two el ectronic

pol | book interfaces. regardl ess of the nunber of electors who

reside in that precinct. For a nultiple precinct polling | ocation,

the nunber of pollbook interfaces shall increase by at | east one

for each additional precinct conbined in the nultiple precinct

polling |ocation.

(D) As used in this section, "electronic pollbook" has the

same neaning as in section 3506.05 of the Revised Code.
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Sec. 3506.05. (A) As used in this section—execept:

(1) "Electronic pollbook"” neans an el ectronic |ist of

regi stered voters for a particular precinct or polling | ocation

that may be transported to a polling |ocation.

(2) Except when used as part of the phrase "tabul ating
equi pnent” or "automatic tabul ati ng equi pment "+

"equi pnent" neans a voting machi ne, marking

devi ce, autonatic tabul ating equi pnent, e+ software, or an

el ectroni c_pol | book.

23(3) "Vendor" nmeans the person that owns, nanufactures,
di stributes, or has the legal right to control the use of

equi prment, or the person's agent.

(B) No voting machi ne, marking device, automatic tabul ating
equi prrent, or software for the purpose of casting or tabulating
votes or for conmunications anong systens involved in the

tabul ati on, storage, or casting of votes, and no electronic

pol I book, shall be purchased, |eased, put in use, or continued to
be used, except for experinental use as provided in division (B)
of section 3506.04 of the Revised Code, unless it, a manual of
procedures governing its use, and training materials, service, and
ot her support arrangenents have been certified by the secretary of
state and unl ess the board of elections of each county where the
equi prment will be used has assured that a denonstration of the use
of the equi pnent has been made available to all interested

el ectors. The secretary of state shall appoint a board of voting
machi ne exami ners to exami ne and approve equi pnment and its rel ated
manual s and support arrangenents. The board shall consist of four

nmenbers, who shall be appointed as foll ows:
(1) Two nemnbers appointed by the secretary of state.

(2) One nenber appointed by either the speaker of the house
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of representatives or the mnority | eader of the house of
representatives, whichever is a nenber of the opposite political

party fromthe one to which the secretary of state bel ongs.

(3) One nenber appointed by either the president of the
senate or the mnority | eader of the senate, whichever is a nenber
of the opposite political party fromthe one to which the

secretary of state bel ongs.

In all cases of a tie vote or a disagreenent in the board, if
no decision can be arrived at, the board shall submt the matter
in controversy to the secretary of state, who shall sumarily
deci de the question, and the secretary of state's decision shal
be final. Each nmenber of the board shall be a conpetent and
experienced election officer or a person who is know edgeabl e
about the operation of voting equiprment and shall serve during the
secretary of state's term Any vacancy on the board shall be
filled in the same manner as the origi nal appoi ntnent. The
secretary of state shall provide staffing assistance to the board,

at the board's request.

For the nmenber's service, each nenber of the board shal
receive three hundred dollars per day for each conbi nation of
mar ki ng devi ce, tabul ating equi pment, anrd voting machi ne, or

el ectroni c poll book exam ned and reported, but in no event shall a

menber receive nore than six hundred dollars to exani ne and report
on any one marking device, itemof tabulating equi pment, e+ voting

machi ne, _or el ectronic poll book. Each nenber of the board shall be

rei nbursed for expenses the nmenber incurs during an exam nation or
during the performance of any related duties that may be required
by the secretary of state. Reinbursenent of these expenses shal

be made in accordance with, and shall not exceed, the rates

provi ded for under section 126.31 of the Revi sed Code.

Nei ther the secretary of state nor the board, nor any public

of ficer who participates in the authorization, exam nation
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testing, or purchase of equipnent, shall have any pecuniary

interest in the equipnent or any affiliation with the vendor.

(O (1) A vendor who desires to have the secretary of state
certify equipnment shall first submit the equi pnment, all current
rel ated procedural manuals, and a current description of all
rel ated support arrangenents to the board of voting machine
exam ners for exam nation, testing, and approval. The subm ssion
shal |l be acconpanied by a fee of two thousand four hundred dollars
and a detail ed explanation of the construction and net hod of
operation of the equiprment, a full statenent of its advantages,
and a list of the patents and copyrights used in operations
essential to the processes of vote recording and tabul ating, vote

storage, system security, pollbook storage and security, and other

cruci al operations of the equi pnent as may be determnmi ned by the
board. An additional fee, in an amount to be set by rules

promul gated by the board, may be inposed to pay for the costs of
alternative testing or testing by persons other than board
nmenbers, record-keeping, and other extraordinary costs incurred in
t he exam nati on process. Mneys not used shall be returned to the

person or entity submtting the equipnent for exam nation

(2) Fees collected by the secretary of state under this
section shall be deposited into the state treasury to the credit
of the board of voting nmachi ne exam ners fund, which is hereby
created. Al noneys credited to this fund shall be used solely for
the purpose of paying for the services and expenses of each nenber
of the board or for other expenses incurred relating to the
exam nation, testing, reporting, or certification of wetihrg
rachi-ne—devices equi pnent, the performance of any related duties
as required by the secretary of state, or the reinbursenment of any

person submtting an exami nation fee as provided in this chapter.

(D) Wthin sixty days after the subm ssion of the equi pnent

and paynment of the fee, or as soon thereafter as is reasonably
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practicable, but in any event within not nore than ninety days
after the subnission and paynent, the board of voting machine
exam ners shall exami ne the equipnent and file with the secretary
of state a witten report on the equipnment with its

recommendations and, if applicable, its determination or condition

of approval regardi ng whet her the equi pnent, manual, and ot her
related naterials or arrangenents neet the criteria set forth in
sections 3506.07 and 3506. 10 of the Revised Code and can be safely
used by the voters at el ections under the conditions prescribed in
Title XXXV of the Revised Code, or a witten statenment of reasons
for which testing requires a longer period. The board may grant
tenporary approval for the purpose of allow ng experinmental use of
equi pnent. If the board finds that the equi pnment neets the any
applicable criteria set forth in sections 3506. 06, 3506.07, and
3506. 10 of the Revised Code, can be used safely and, if

applicable, can be depended upon to record and count accurately

and continuously the votes of electors, and has the capacity to be
warrant ed, nai ntained, and serviced, it shall approve the

equi prent and recomrend that the secretary of state certify the
equi prrent. The secretary of state shall notify all boards of

el ections of any such certification. Equi pnment of the sane nodel
and make, if it providesfor recordingofvoterintent—system

voting—records operates in an identical manner, may then be
adopted for use at el ections.

(E) The vendor shall notify the secretary of state, who shal
then notify the board of voting machi ne exani ners, of any
enhancenment and any significant adjustnent to the hardware or
software that could result in a patent or copyright change or that
significantly alters the nmethods of recording voter intent, system
security, voter privacy, retention of the vote, communication of
vet+ng records, and connections between the system and ot her

systens. The vendor shall provide the secretary of state with an
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updat ed operations nanual for the equi pnent, and the secretary of
state shall forward the nmanual to the board. Upon receiving such a
notification and nanual, the board may require the vendor to
subnit the equipnent to an exami nation and test in order for the
equi prment to remain certified. The board or the secretary of state
shal |l periodically exam ne, test, and inspect certified equi pmrent
to determ ne continued conpliance with the requirenents of this
chapter and the initial certification. Any exam nation, test, or

i nspection conducted for the purpose of continuing certification
of any equi pnent in which a significant problem has been uncovered
or in which a record of continuing problenms exists shall be
perfornmed pursuant to divisions (C and (D) of this section, in

t he sane manner as the exam nation, test, or inspection is

performed for initial approval and certification.

(F) If, at any tine after the certification of equipnent, the
board of voting machi ne exam ners or the secretary of state is
notified by a board of elections of any significant problemwth
t he equi pment or determ nes that the equipnent fails to neet the
requi rements necessary for approval or continued conpliance with
the requirenents of this chapter, or if the board of voting
machi ne exam ners deternines that there are significant
enhancements or adjustnments to the hardware or software, or if
noti ce of such enhancenents or adjustnments has not been given as
required by division (E) of this section, the secretary of state
shall notify the users and vendors of that equi pnent that

certification of the equi pment nay be w thdrawn.

(G (1) The notice given by the secretary of state under
division (F) of this section shall be in witing and shall specify

both of the follow ng:
(a) The reasons why the certification nay be w thdrawn;

(b) The date on which certification will be w thdrawn unless

t he vendor takes satisfactory corrective neasures or explains why
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there are no problens with the equi pnent or why the enhancenents

or adjustnments to the equi pnent are not significant.

(2) A vendor who receives a notice under division (F) of this
section shall, within thirty days after receiving it, submit to
the board of voting machine examiners in witing a description of
the corrective neasures taken and the date on which they were
taken, or the explanation required under division (G (1)(b) of

this section.

(3) Not later than fifteen days after receiving a witten
description or explanation under division (G (2) of this section
froma vendor, the board shall determ ne whether the corrective
measures taken or the explanation is satisfactory to all ow
continued certification of the equipnment, and the secretary of
state shall send the vendor a witten notice of the board' s
determ nation, specifying the reasons for it. If the board has
determ ned that the neasures taken or the explanation given is
unsatisfactory, the notice shall include the effective date of
wi t hdrawal of the certification. This date may be different from
the date originally specified in division (G (1)(b) of this

secti on.

(4) A vendor who receives a notice under division (G (3) of
this section indicating a decision to withdraw certification my,
within thirty days after receiving it, request in witing that the
board hold a hearing to reconsider its decision. Any interested
party shall be given the opportunity to subnit testinony or
docunentation in support of or in opposition to the board's
reconmendation to withdraw certification. Failure of the vendor to
take appropriate steps as described in division (G (1)(b) or to
comply with division (G(2) of this section results in a waiver of

the vendor's rights under division (G (4) of this section

(H (1) The secretary of state, in consultation with the board

of voting nachi ne exanmi ners, shall establish, by rule, guidelines
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for the approval, certification, and continued certification of
the voting nmachi nes, marking devi ces, and tabul ating equi pnent _

and el ectroni c poll books to be used under Title XXXV of the

Revi sed Code. The guidelines shall establish procedures requiring
vendors or conputer software devel opers to place in escrow with an
i ndependent escrow agent approved by the secretary of state a copy
of all source code and rel ated docunmentation, together with

peri odi c updates as they beconme known or avail able. The secretary
of state shall require that the docunentation include a system
configuration and that the source code include all relevant
program statements in low or high-level |anguages. As used in
this division, "source code" does not include variable codes

created for specific elections.

(2) Nothing in any rul e adopted under division (H of this
section shall be construed to limt the ability of the secretary
of state to follow or adopt, or to preclude the secretary of state
fromfollow ng or adopting, any guidelines proposed by the federa
el ection comission, any entity authorized by the federal election
conmi ssion to propose guidelines, the election assistance
commi ssion, or any entity authorized by the el ection assistance

comri ssion to propose guidelines.

(3)(a) Before the initial certification of any direct
recording electronic voting machine with a voter verified paper
audit trail, and as a condition for the continued certification
and use of those machines, the secretary of state shall establish
by rule, standards for the certification of those machi nes. Those
standards shall include, but are not limted to, all of the

foll ow ng:

(i) Adefinition of a voter verified paper audit trail as a
paper record of the voter's choices that is verified by the voter
prior to the casting of the voter's ballot and that is securely

retained by the board of el ections;
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(ii) Requirenents that the voter verified paper audit trai
shall not be retained by any voter and shall not contain

i ndi vi dual voter information;

(iii) A prohibition against the production by any direct
recording el ectronic voting machi ne of anything that legally could
be renoved by the voter fromthe polling place, such as a receipt

or voter confirnmation;

(iv) A requirenent that paper used in producing a voter
verified paper audit trail be sturdy, clean, and resistant to

degradati on;

(v) Arequirement that the voter verified paper audit trai
shal | be capabl e of being optically scanned for the purpose of
conducting a recount or other audit of the voting machine and
shall be readable in a manner that nakes the voter's ball ot
choi ces obvious to the voter without the use of conputer or

el ectroni ¢ codes;

(vi) Arequirenent, for office-type ballots, that the voter
verified paper audit trail include the nane of each candidate

sel ected by the voter;

(vii) Arequirement, for questions and issues ballots, that
the voter verified paper audit trail include the title of the
guestion or issue, the nane of the entity that placed the question
or issue on the ballot, and the voter's ball ot selection on that
guestion or issue, but not the entire text of the question or

i ssue.

(b) The secretary of state, by rule adopted under Chapter
119. of the Revised Code, may waive the requirenment under division
(H(3)(a)(v) of this section, if the secretary of state determ nes

that the requirenent is cost prohibitive.

(4) (a) Except as otherwi se provided in division (H(4)(c) of

this section, any voting machi ne, marking device, or automatic
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tabul ating equi pnment initially certified or acquired on or after
Decenber 1, 2008, shall have the npst recent federal certification

nunber issued by the election assistance commi ssion.

(b) Any voting machi ne, marking device, or autonmatic
tabul ati ng equi prent certified for use in this state on Septenber
12, 2008, shall neet, as a condition of continued certification
and use, the voting system standards adopted by the federal

el ecti on comm ssion in 2002.

(c) A county that acquires additional voting machines,
mar ki ng devi ces, or automatic tabulating equipnent on or after
Decenber 1, 2008, shall not be considered to have acquired those
machi nes, devi ces, or equi pnent on or after Decenber 1, 2008, for
t he purpose of division (H)(4)(a) of this section if all of the

follow ng apply:

(i) The voting machi nes, narking devices, or autonmatic
tabul ati ng equi prent acquired are the sanme as the machi nes,

devi ces, or equipnment currently used in that county.

(ii) The acquisition of the voting machi nes, marking devices,
or automatic tabul ati ng equi pnent does not replace or change the

primary voting systemused in that county.

(iii) The acquisition of the voting nmachi nes, narking
devi ces, or automatic tabulating equipnment is for the purpose of
repl aci ng i noper abl e nachi nes, devices, or equiprment or for the
pur pose providing additional nmachi nes, devices, or equipnent
required to neet the allocation requirenments established pursuant
to division (1) of section 3501.11 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 3506.08. When a marking device designed for use with
printed ballot cards has been approved by the secretary of state
pursuant to section 3506.05 of the Revised Code, the secretary of

state shall for each election prescribe specifications for the
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printing of such ballot cards that will present to voters the sane
information with respect to candi dates, offices, questions, and
i ssues obtai nabl e from paper ballots for the sanme el ection

prepared pursuant to Chapter 3505. of the Revised Code.

Each |f a board of elections opts to use ballots that include

bal |l ot stubs., each ballot card shall have attached two stubs, each

of the width of the ballot and each at |east one-half inch in

| ength, except that, if the board of elections has an alternate
nmet hod to account for the ballots that the secretary of state has
aut hori zed, each ballot card nay have only one stub that shall be
the width of the ballot and not |ess than one-half inch in |ength.
In the case of ballot cards with two stubs, the stubs shall be
separated fromthe ballot card and from each other by perforated
lines. One stub shall be known as Stub A and shall have printed on
its face "Stub A" and "Consecutive Number ..... " The other stub
shall be known as Stub B and shall have printed on its face "Stub
B" and "Consecutive Nunber ..... " and the instructions to the
voter which shall be printed in upper and | ower case ten point

type. Eaeh If ballot stubs are used, each ballot card of each kind

of ballot provided for use in each precinct shall be nunbered
consecutively by printing such nunber upon both of the stubs
attached thereto. Fhe

The board of elections may order the ballot type, part,
rotation series, and the precinct designation printed and
pre-punched at the top of each ballot card. This information shall

be separated fromthe remai ning portion of the ballot card.

The secretary of state shall further prescribe the
suppl ement ary neans, whet her paper ballots, ballot envel opes, or
other, by which a voter may wite in the nanes of candi dates whose

nanes do not appear on the ballot.

Sec. 3506.09. Where a marking device designed for use with
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el ectroni c data processing cards has been approved by the
secretary of state pursuant to section 3506.05 of the Revised
Code, the secretary of state shall for each el ection prescribe for
use with such marking device ballot |abels that will present to
voters the sane information with respect to candi dates, offices,
guestions, and issues obtainable from paper ballots for the sane

el ection prepared pursuant to Chapter 3505. of the Revised Code.

Each |f a board of elections opts to use ballots that include

bal | ot stubs, each ballot card shall have attached two stubs, each

of the width of the ballot and each at |east one-half inch in

| ength, except that, if the board of elections has an alternate
nmet hod to account for the ballots that the secretary of state has
aut hori zed, each ballot card may have only one stub that shall be
the width of the ballot and not |[ess than one-half inch in | ength.
In the case of ballot cards with two stubs, the stubs shall be
separated fromthe ballot card and from each other by perforated
lines. One stub shall be known as Stub A and shall have printed on
its face "Stub A" and "Consecutive Nunber ..... " The ot her stub
shall be known as Stub B and shall have printed on its face "Stub
B" and "Consecutive Nunber ..... " and the instructions to the
voter which shall be printed in upper and | ower case ten point

type. Eaeh |f ballot stubs are used, each ballot card of each kind

of ballot provided for use in each precinct shall be nunbered
consecutively by printing such nunber upon both of the stubs
attached thereto. Fhe

The board of elections may order the ballot type, part,
rotation series, and the precinct designation printed and
pre-punched at the top of each ballot card. This information shall

be separated fromthe remaining portion of the ballot card.

The secretary of state shall further prescribe the
suppl enent ary neans, whether paper ballots, ballot envel opes, or

ot her, by which a voter may wite in the nanes of candi dates whose
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nanes do not appear on the ballot.

Sec. 3506.12. In counties where marking devices, autonmatic

tabul ati ng equi prent, voting machi nes, or any conbi nati on of these

are in use or are to be used, the board of el ections:

(A) May conbi ne- or rearrange—and—enlarge precincts, subject

to the precinct population requirenents established in division
(A) of section 3501.18 of the Revised Code:; but the board shal

arrange for a sufficient nunber of these devices to accomopdat e

the nunmber of electors in each precinct as determ ned by the

nunber of votes cast in that precinct at the nost recent el ection

for the office of governor, taking into consideration the size and

| ocation of each selected polling place, avail able parking,
handi cap accessibility and other accessibility to the polling

pl ace, and the number of candi dates and issues to be voted on.

Not wi t hst andi ng section 3501.22 of the Revised Code, the board may

appoi nt nore than four precinct officers to each precinct if this

i s made necessary by the nunber of voting machines to be used in

that precinct.

(B) Except as otherw se provided in this division, shal
establish one or nore counting stations to receive voted ballots
and other precinct election supplies after the polling precincts
are closed. Those stations shall be under the supervision and
direction of the board of elections. Processing and counting of
voted ballots, and the preparati on of sumary sheets, shall be
done in the presence of observers approved by the board. A
certified copy of the summary sheet for the precinct shall be
posted at each counting station imediately after conpletion of

the sumary sheet.
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counted—

: : : | 4  cod Code.

Sec. 3506.15. The secretary of state shall provide each board
of elections with rules, instructions, directives, and advisories
regarding the exam nation, testing, and use of the voting machine
and tabul ati ng equi pment, the assignnent of duties of booth
officials, the procedure for casting a vote on the machine, and
how t he vote shall be tallied and reported to the board, and with
other rules, instructions, directives, and advisories the
secretary of state finds necessary to ensure the adequate care and
custody of voting equi pnment, and the accurate registering,
counting, and canvassing of the votes as required by this chapter.
The boards of elections shall be charged with the responsibility
of providing for the adequate instruction of voters and el ection
officials in the proper use of the voting nachine and marki ng
devi ces. Fhebeards—instruections—shalH—inelude—in—ecounties—where

The secretary of state's rules, instructions, directives, and
advi sories provided under this section shall conply, insofar as
practicable, with this chapter. The provisions of Title XXXV of
the Revised Code, not inconsistent with the provisions relating to
voti ng machi nes, apply in any county using a voting machi ne.

n 1] 1] 1]
)

I : : : . e o  ced_Code.

Sec. 3506.17. When a direct recording electronic voting

machi ne is used, and the elector |leaves the polling |ocation after
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nmaki ng bal |l ot sel ections but prior to casting the ballot, both of

the following shall apply:

(A If only a single step of the voting process renmnins for

the ballot to be cast, a bipartisan pair of precinct el ection

officials shall cast the elector's ballot, leaving in place the

elector's ball ot sel ections.

(B) If nore than a single step of the voting process renains

for the ballot to be cast, a bipartisan pair of precinct election

officials shall cancel the ball ot.

Sec. 3506.21. (A) As used in this section, "optical scan
bal l ot" neans a ballot that is marked by using a specified witing
instrunent to fill in a designated position to record a voter's
candi date, question, or issue choice and that can be scanned and

el ectronically read in order to tabulate the vote.

(B)(1) In addition to marks that can be scanned and
el ectronically read by autonatic tabul ati ng equi pnment, any of the
following marks, if a majority of those marks are made in a
consi stent manner throughout an optical scan ballot, shall be

counted as a valid vote:

(a) A candidate, question, or issue choice that has been

circled by the voter;

(b) An oval beside the candidate, question, or issue choice

that has been circled by the voter;

(c) An oval beside the candidate, question, or issue choice

n n

that has been marked by the voter with an "x," a check mark, or

ot her recogni zabl e mark;

(d) A candidate, question, or issue choice that has been
marked with a witing instrunent that cannot be recognized by

automatic tabul ati ng equi pnent.
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(2) Marks nmade on an optical scan ballot in accordance with
division (B)(1) of this section shall be counted as valid votes
only if that optical scan ballot contains no marks that can be

scanned and electronically read by automatic tabul ati ng equi prment.

(3) H Subject to division (E) of this section, if automatic

tabul ati ng equi pment detects that nore marks were nmade on an
optical scan ballot for a particular office, question, or issue
than the nunber of selections that a voter is allowed by lawto
make for that office, question, or issue, the voter's ballot shall
be invalidated for that office, question, or issue. The ball ot
shall not be invalidated for any other office, question, or issue
for which the automatic tabul ati ng equi pnment detects a vote to

have been cast, in accordance with the | aw.

(C The secretary of state may adopt rules under Chapter 119.
of the Revised Code to authorize additional types of optical scan
ballots and to specify the types of marks on those ballots that
shall be counted as a valid vote to ensure consistency in the

counting of ballots throughout the state.

(D)(1) A board of elections of a county that uses optical
scan ballots and automati c tabul ati ng equi pnment as the primary
voting systemfor the county shall not tabulate the unofficial
results of optical scan ballots voted on election day at a centra

| ocati on.

(2) A board of elections that provides for the tabul ation at
each precinct of voted ballots, and then, at a central | ocation,
combi nes those precinct ballot totals with ballot totals from
ot her precincts, including optical scan ballots voted by absent
voters, shall not be considered to be tabulating the unofficial
results of optical scan ballots at a central |ocation for the

pur pose of division (D)(1) of this section.

(E) If a voter has nmarked a ballot for a particul ar candi date
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and also has witten in the sane candidate's nane as a wite-in

candi date for the sane office, the ballot shall not be invalidated

with respect to that office. The ballot shall be separated from

the remni nder of the ballots and preserved so that the ball ot can

be remade and tabul ated for the official canvass of the el ection

returns and for any subseguent recount or postelection audit.

The election officials shall remake any such ball ot by

properly marking a replacenent ballot with a vote for the naned

candi date. Ballots renande under this division shall be tabul ated

in the sane manner as other ballots for the official canvass of

the election returns and for any subsequent recount or

postel ection audit. The original ballot shall be marked as having

been remade and shall be retained separately by the board of

el ections.

Sec. 3509.01. (A) The board of elections of each county shal
provi de absent voter's ballots for use at every prinmary and
general election, or special election to be held on the day
specified by division (E) of section 3501.01 of the Revised Code
for the holding of a primary el ection, designated by the genera
assenbly for the purpose of submitting constitutional anendnents
proposed by the general assenbly to the voters of the state. Those
ball ots shall be the sane size, shall be printed on the same kind
of paper, and shall be in the sanme form as has been approved for
use at the election for which those ballots are to be voted,
except that, in counties using nmarking devices, ballot cards nay
be used for absent voter's ballots, and those absent voters shal
be instructed to record the vote in the manner provided on the
bal | ot cards. rha—ecounties—where—punch—cardballots—are—used—those
absent—voters—shal—betnstructedto—examne—their—narked—baltot

I . al
bef . I . £ cials
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(B) The rotation of names of candi dates and questi ons and
i ssues shall be substantially conplied with on absent voter's
ballots, within the limtation of tinme allotted. Those ballots

n

shall be designated as "Absent Voter's Ballots." Except as
ot herwi se provided in division (D) of this section, those ballots

shall be printed and ready for use as foll ows:

(1) For overseas voters and absent unifornmed services voters
eligible to vote under the Uniforned and Overseas Citizens
Absentee Voting Act, Pub. L. No. 99-410, 100 Stat. 924, 42 U S. C
1973ff, et seq., as anended, ballots shall be printed and ready

for use on the forty-fifth day before the day of the el ection.

(2) For all ether voters, other than overseas voters and

absent unifornmed services voters, who are applying to vote absent

voter's ballots other than in person, ballots shall be printed and

ready for use on the thirty-fifth day before the day of the

el ecti on.

(3)(a) For all voters who are applying to vote absent voter's

ballots in person, ballots shall be printed and ready for use

beaginning on the thirty-fifth day before the day of the el ection

and shall continue to be available for use through two p.m on the

day before the day of the election, according to the foll ow ng

M ni num st andar ds:

(i) During the first three weeks of in-person absent voting,

ball ots shall be available fromeight a.m through five p.m

Monday through Friday., except that ballots shall be available

until nine p.m on the last day of voter reqgistration for that

el ection;

(ii) Bedinning on the third Monday before the day of the

election, ballots shall be available fromeight a.m through seven

p.m_ Mnday through Friday, fromeight a.m through five p.m on

Saturday, and fromtwelve p.m through eight p.m on Sunday;
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(iii) Bedinning on the second Monday before the day of the

election, ballots shall be available fromeight a.m through nine

p.m Mnday through Friday, fromeight a.m through eight p.m on

Saturday., and fromtwelve p.m through eight p.m on Sunday:

(iv) On the |last Monday before the day of the el ection,

ball ots shall be available fromeight a.m through two p. m

(b) A board of elections may alter the hours that absent

voter's ballots are available for use in person under division

(BY(3)(a) of this section based on the individual facts and needs

of the electors in the applicable county by a vote of not |ess

than three nmenbers of the board. If a board alters the hours

specified in that division, all of the following shall apply:

(i) Ballots shall be available until nine p.m on the | ast

day of voter reqgistration for that el ection;

(ii) Ballots shall be available for a nininmumof thirty hours

each week on weekdays throughout the thirty-five-day period, with

at least ten of those hours occurring after five p.m:

(iii) Ballots shall be available for a m ni num of ei ght hours

on _a Saturday and a mninumof four hours on a Sunday within the

| ast two weekends before the day of the el ection;

(iv) Ballots shall be available fromat |east eight a.m

through two p.m on the day before the day of the el ection.

(c) If, at the tine of the close of in-person absent voting

on a particular day, there are voters waiting in line to cast

their ballots, the in-person absent voting location shall be kept

open until such waiting voters have cast their absent voter's

bal | ots.

(C) Absent voter's ballots provided for use at a general or
prinmary election, or special election to be held on the day
specified by division (E) of section 3501.01 of the Revised Code
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for the holding of a primary el ection, designated by the genera
assenbly for the purpose of subnmitting constitutional anendnents
proposed by the general assenbly to the voters of the state, shall
i nclude only those questions, issues, and candi daci es that have
been lawfully ordered submitted to the electors voting at that

el ecti on.

(D)(1) If the laws governing the hol ding of a special
el ection on a day other than the day on which a primary or genera
election is held make it inpossible for absent voter's ballots to
be printed and ready for use by the deadlines established in
division (B) of this section, absent voter's ballots for those
speci al elections shall be ready for use as many days before the
day of the election as reasonably possible under the | aws

governi ng the hol ding of that special election.

(2) If, in accordance with Section 2 of Article XVII, Chio

Constitution, an election is required to be held to fill a vacancy

that occurs after absent voter's ballots have been printed and

distributed under division (B) of this section. the board of

el ections shall print and distribute a supplenental ballot for

that election to each absent voter who has requested a ballot for

that el ection as nany days before the el ection as reasonably

possi bl e.

(E) A copy of the absent voter's ballots shall be forwarded
by the director of the board in each county to the secretary of

state at |east twenty-five days before the el ection.

n " n "

Sec. 3509.03. Except as provided in division (B) of section
3509. 08 of the Revised Code, any qualified elector desiring to
vote absent voter's ballots at an el ection shall nake witten

application for those ballots to the director of elections of the
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county in which the elector's voting residence is |ocated. The
application need not be in any particular formbut shall contain

all of the foll ow ng:
(A) The elector's nane;
(B) The elector's signature;
(C) The address at which the elector is registered to vote;
(D) The elector's date of birth;
(E) One of the follow ng:

(1) The elector's driver's |license nunber or state

identification card nunber;

(2) The last four digits of the elector's social security

nunber ;

(3) A copy of the elector's current and valid photo
identification, a copy of a mlitary identification, or a copy of
a current utility bill, bank statenent, governnent check
paycheck, or other governnent docunent, other than a—neticeofan
el ection—rmailted by a board ot el ectionsunder—section—3501-19 of
theRevised-Code—or a notice of voter registration nailed by a
board of el ections under section 3503.19 of the Revised Code, that

shows the nane and address of the el ector.

(F) A statenent identifying the election for which absent

voter's ballots are requested;

(G A statenment that the person requesting the ballots is a

qualified elector

(H If the request is for primary election ballots, the

elector's party affiliation;

(1) If the elector desires ballots to be mailed to the

el ector, the address to which those ballots shall be nail ed.

Each application for absent voter's ballots shall be
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delivered to the director not earlier than the first day of
January of the year of the elections for which the absent voter's
ball ots are requested or not earlier than ninety days before the
day of the election at which the ballots are to be voted,

whi chever is earlier, and not later than twelve noon of the third
day before the day of the election at which the ballots are to be
voted, or not |ater than six—p—m—enthethetastFridaybefore
theday—of the end of the tinme for casting absent voter's ballots

in person prior to the election at which the ballots are to be

voted if the application is delivered in person to the office of
t he board.

Sec. 3509.031. The secretary of state shall mmil an

application for absent voter's ballots to each person who is

regi stered to vote in this state not earlier than the twentieth

day of Septenber and not |later than the first day of October of

any vear in which a statewi de general election will be held. Not

|ater than twenty days before the day of that el ection, the

secretary of state shall mmil an application for absent voter's

ballots to each person who reqgistered to vote or updated the

person's voter reqgistration after the initial mailing.

Sec. 3509.032. (A) The secretary of state, by rule, shal

establish a secure online process for applying to vote by absent

voter's ballots. The rules shall provide for all of the foll ow ng:

(1) An elector to submit an application to vote by absent

voter's ballots online through the internet;

(2) The elector to be sent proper absent voter's ballots for

the applicable election, if all of the foll ow ng apply:

(a) The application contains all of the required information;

(b) The elector is reqgistered to vote and eligible to vote in

the election for which the elector is seeking absent voter's
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bal | ot s;

(c) The elector attests to the truth and accuracy of the

information submtted in the online application under penalty of

election falsification using the elector's Chio driver's license

nunber, the elector's Chio identification card nunber., or the |ast

four digits of the elector's social security nunber as proof of

the elector's identity.

(B) If an elector applies to vote by absent voter's ballots

under this section, the secretary of state shall obtain an

el ectronic copy of the elector's signature that is on file with

the statewi de voter registration database. That el ectronic

signature shall be used as the elector's signature on the absent

voter's ballot application, for the purpose of matching the

signature with the elector's signature on the elector's voter

registration record.

(C) The secretary of state shall enpl oy whatever security

neasures the secretary considers necessary to ensure the inteqgrity

and accuracy of infornmation submitted electronically pursuant to

this section.

(D) The online absent voter's ballot application established

under division (A) of this section shall include the follow ng
| anguage:
"By clicking the box below, | affirmall of the foll owi ng

under penalty of election falsification:

(1) | amthe person whose nane and identifvying information is

provided on this form and | wish to receive an absent voter's

ball ot for the specified el ection.

(2) All of the information | have provided on this formis

true and correct as of the date | amsubmtting this form

(3) | authorize the Ohio Secretary of State to use ny
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signature that is on file with the statewide voter reqistration

dat abase to validate this el ectronic absent voter's ball ot

application as if | had signed this form personally."

In order to apply for absent voter's ballots under division

(A) of this section, an elector shall be required to mark the box

in the online absent voter's ballot application that appears in

conjunction with the previ ous statenent.

(E) The online absent voter's ballot application process

establ i shed under division (A) of this section shall be in

operation and avail able for use by individuals who wish to apply

to vote by absent voter's ballots not later than one vear after

the effective date of this section.

Sec. 3509.04. (A) If a director of a board of elections
receives an application for absent voter's ballots that does not
contain all of the required information, the director pronptly
shall notify the applicant of the additional information required
to be provided by the applicant to conplete that application. The

board of elections nay contact the applicant using whatever neans

is deenmed appropriate by the board in consideration of the

timefrane needed to nmeet applicable deadlines and the effort

needed to conplete the application, to notify the applicant of the

defici ency. Whenever possible, the board shall conplete the

application by confirmng information with the applicant via

t el ephone, facsinle transm ssion, electronic mail, or postal

mai | .

(B) Upon receipt by the director of elections of an
application for absent voter's ballots that contains all of the
required information, as provided by section 3509.03 and divi sion
(G of section 3503.16 of the Revised Code, the director, if the
director finds that the applicant is a qualified elector, shal

deliver to the applicant in person or mail directly to the
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appl i cant by special delivery mail, air mail, or regular nail
post age prepaid, proper absent voter's ballots. The director shal
deliver or mail with the ballots an unseal ed identification

envel ope upon the face of which shall be printed a form
substantially as foll ows:

"I dentification Envel ope Statenent of Voter

L, (Nanme of voter), declare under
penalty of election falsification that the within ballot or
bal l ots contai ned no voting marks of any kind when | received
them and | caused the ballot or ballots to be nmarked, enclosed in

the identification envel ope, and sealed in that envel ope.

My voting residence in Chio is

(Street and Nunber, if any, or Rural Route and Nunber)

of . (City, Village, or Township)
Chio, whichis in Ward ............... Precinct ................

inthat city, village, or township.

The primary election ballots, if any, within this envel ope

are primary election ballots of the ............. Party.

Bal l ots contained within this envel ope are to be voted at the
.......... (general, special, or primary) election to be held on

the ... ... . . day of ....... .. .. .. .. .. .. ... ,

.......... (Year).
(Voter mnust provide one of the follow ng:)

My driver's license nunber is ............... (Driver's

i cense nunber).

My state identification card nunber is ............... (State

identification card nunber).

The last four digits of ny Social Security Nunber are
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............... (Last four digits of Social Security Nunber).

...... In lieu of providing a driver's license nunber, state

identification card nunber, or the last four digits of ny Social

Security Nunber, | am enclosing a copy of one of the followng in
the return envelope in which this identification envelope will be
mai l ed: a current and valid photo identification, a mlitary
identification, or a current utility bill, bank statenent,
governnent check, paycheck, or other government docunent, other
than a—neticeof an—electionmailed by a board of elections—under
seetion—3501-19of t+heRevised—Code—6+ a notice of voter
registration mailed by a board of elections, that shows nmy nane

and address.

| hereby declare, under penalty of election falsification,
that the statenments above are true, as | verily believe.

(Signature of Voter)

VWHCEVER COW TS ELECTI ON FALSI FI CATION IS GUILTY OF A FELONY OF
THE FI FTH DEGREE. "

The director shall mail with the ballots and the unseal ed
identification envel ope an unseal ed return envel ope upon the face
of which shall be printed the official title and post-office
address of the director. In the upper left corner on the face of
the return envel ope, several blank lines shall be printed upon
which the voter may wite the voter's name and return address. The
return envel ope shall be of such size that the identification
envel ope can be conveniently placed within it for returning the

identification envelope to the director

Sec. 3509.05. (A) Wien an el ector receives an absent voter's
bal | ot pursuant to the elector's application or request, the
el ector shall, before placing any marks on the ballot, note

whet her there are any voting marks on it. |If there are any voting
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mar ks, the ballot shall be returned i Mmediately to the board of
el ections; otherwi se, the elector shall cause the ballot to be

mar ked, folded in a manner that the stub on it, if ballot stubs

are being used, and the indorsenents and facsinmle signatures of

the nenbers of the board of elections on the back of it are

vi si bl e, and placed and sealed within the identification envel ope
received fromthe director of elections for that purpose. Then,
the el ector shall cause the statenent of voter on the outside of
the identification envel ope to be conpleted and si gned, under

penalty of election falsification.

If the elector does not provide the elector's driver's

license nunber, _state identification card nunber, or the |ast four

digits of the elector's social security number on the statenent of
voter on the identification envel ope, the elector also shal
include in the return envelope with the identification envel ope a
copy of the elector's current valid photo identification, a copy
of a mlitary identification, or a copy of a current utility bill,
bank statenent, government check, paycheck, or other governnent
docunent, other than a—netice of anelectionmailed by aboard of
elections—under—seection—3561-19of theRevised—Code—o+ a notice of
voter registration nmailed by a board of el ections under section
3503. 19 of the Revised Code, that shows the nane and address of

the el ector.

The el ector shall nail the identification envelope to the
director fromwhomit was received in the return envel ope, postage
prepaid, or the elector may personally deliver it to the director
or the spouse of the elector, the father, nother, father-in-Iaw,
not her -i n-1aw, grandfather, grandnother, brother, or sister of the
whol e or half blood, or the son, daughter, adopting parent,
adopted child, stepparent, stepchild, uncle, aunt, nephew, or
niece of the elector nay deliver it to the director. The return

envel ope shall be transmitted to the director in no other manner,
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except as provided in section 3509.08 of the Revised Code.

When absent voter's ballots are delivered to an el ector at
the office of the board, the elector may retire to a voting
compartment provided by the board and there nmark the ball ots.
Thereupon, the elector shall fold them place themin the
identification envel ope provided, seal the envelope, fill in and
sign the statenent on the envel ope under penalty of election
falsification, and deliver the envelope to the director of the

boar d.

Except as otherwi se provided in division (B) of this section,
all other envel opes containing marked absent voter's ballots shal
be delivered to the director not later than the close of the polls
on the day of an election. Absent voter's ballots delivered to the
director later than the tines specified shall not be counted, but
shall be kept by the board in the sealed identification envel opes
in which they are delivered to the director, until the tine
provi ded by section 3505.31 of the Revised Code for the
destruction of all other ballots used at the election for which

ball ots were provided, at which tinme they shall be destroyed.

(B) (1) Except as otherw se provided in division (B)(2) of
this section, any return envel ope that is postmarked prior to the
day of the election shall be delivered to the director prior to
the el eventh day after the election. Ballots delivered in
envel opes postnarked prior to the day of the election that are
recei ved after the close of the polls on election day through the
tenth day thereafter shall be counted on the eleventh day at the
board of elections in the manner provided in divisions (C) and (D)
of section 3509.06 of the Revised Code. Any such ballots that are
received by the director later than the tenth day foll ow ng the
el ection shall not be counted, but shall be kept by the board in
the seal ed identification envel opes as provided in division (A of

this section.
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(2) Division (B)(1) of this section shall not apply to any
mai | that is postnarked using a postage evidencing system

i ncluding a postage neter, as defined in 39 C F. R 501. 1.

(C) Upon receipt of any return envel ope prior to the el eventh

day after the day of any election, the board of el ections shal

open it but shall not open the identification envel ope contained

init. If, upon so opening the return envel ope, the board finds

ballots in it that are not enclosed in and properly sealed in the

identification envel ope, the board shall not | ook at the markings

upon the ballots and shall pronptly place themin the

identification envel ope and pronptly seal it. If, upon so opening

the return envel ope, the board finds that ballots are enclosed in

the identification envelope but that it is not properly seal ed,

the board shall not |ook at the marki ngs upon the ballots and

shall pronptly seal the identification envel ope.

Sec. 3509.06. (A) The board of elections shall determ ne
whet her absent voter's ballots shall be counted in each precinct,
at the office of the board, or at some other |ocation designated
by the board, and shall proceed accordingly under division (B) or

(C of this section.

(B) When the board of elections determ nes that absent
voter's ballots shall be counted in each precinct, the director

shal |l deliver to the presidingjudge voting | ocation manager of

each precinct on election day identification envel opes purporting

to contain absent voter's ballots of electors whose voting

resi dence appears fromthe statenent of voter on the outside of

each of those envel opes, to be |ocated in sueh—prestdi-rgfudge-s

that manager's precinct, and which were received by the director

not later than the close of the polls on election day. The

director shall deliver to suchpresidingjudge the voting |ocation

nmanager a list containing the name and voting residence of each
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person whose voting residence is in such precinct to whom absent

voter's ballots were muil ed.

(G Wien the board of elections determ nes that absent
voter's ballots shall be counted at the office of the board of
el ections or at another |ocation designated by the board, special
el ection judges officials shall be appointed by the board for that
pur pose having the sane authority as is exercised by precinct
judges election officials. The votes so cast shall be added to the

vote totals by the board, and the absent voter's ballots shall be
preserved separately by the board, in the sane manner and for the
same |l ength of time as provided by section 3505.31 of the Revised
Code.

(D) Each of the identification envel opes purporting to
contain absent voter's ballots delivered to the presidingfudge

voting | ocation manager of the precinct or the special j(udge

election official appointed by the board of elections shall be
handl ed as follows: The election officials shall ceonparethe
. C ¢ I I o ¢ i he id T :
kg . f 4 I 1 | ect or
registrationformandverify attenpt to deternine the identity of

the absent voter. |If the election officials are able to determ ne

the identity of the elector who cast the ballot, the ball ot shal

be presuned to be valid and eligible for counting unless, by a

vote of at |least three nenbers of the board of elections, the

board determ nes that the absent voter's ballot is not eligible to
be counted under section 3509.07 of the Revised Code. Any of the

precinct officials may challenge the right of the el ector naned on
the identification envelope to vote the absent voter's ballots
upon the ground that the signature on the envelope is not the sane
as the signature on the registration form or upon any other of
the grounds upon which the right of persons to vote may be

lawful Iy challenged. If no such challenge is made, or if such a
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chal | enge is made and not sustained, the presidingjudge voting
| ocati on manager shall open the envel ope w thout defacing the

statenent of voter and without nutilating the ballots in it, and
shall renove the ballots contained in it and proceed to count

them 1f the challenge is made and sustained, or if the precinct

election officials are unable to resolve the challenge, the seal ed

envel ope shall be delivered to the board of elections, so that the

board of elections nay vote to resolve the chall enge in accordance

with section 3509.07 of the Revised Code.

The nanme of each person voting who is entitled to vote only
an absent voter's presidential ballot shall be entered in a
pol I book or poll Iist or signature pollbook foll owed by the words
"Absentee Presidential Ballot." The name of each person voting an
absent voter's ballot, other than such persons entitled to vote
only a presidential ballot, shall be entered in the pollbook or
poll list or signature pollbook and the person's registration card

mar ked to indicate that the person has voted.

The date of such election shall also be entered on the
elector's registration form If any such challenge is made and
sustained, the identification envel ope of such elector shall not
be opened, shall be endorsed "Not Counted” with the reasons the

bal |l ots were not counted, and shall be delivered to the board.

(E) Special election judges officials, enployees or nenbers
of the board of elections, or observers shall not disclose the
count or any portion of the count of absent voter's ballots prior
to the tinme of the closing of the polling places. No person shal
reckl essly disclose the count or any portion of the count of
absent voter's ballots in such a nanner as to jeopardi ze the

secrecy of any individual ballot.

(F) Observers may be appoi nted under section 3505.21 of the
Revi sed Code to witness the exam nation and openi ng of

identification envel opes and the counting of absent voters
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bal | ots under this section

Sec. 3509.07. H—electionoffiecials (A Subject to division

(B) of this section, if at |east three nenbers of the board of

elections find that the statenent acconpanying an absent voter's
ball ot or absent voter's presidential ballot is insufficient, that
the signatures do not correspond with the person's registration
signature, that the applicant is not a qualified elector in the
precinct, that the ballot envel ope contains nore than one ball ot

of any one kind, or any voted ballot that the el ector is not
entitled to vote, that—Stub-A+s—detachedfromthe—absent—voter——s
ballot—or—absentvoter s presidentialballot— or that the el ector
has not included with the elector's ballot any identification

requi red under section 3509.05 or 3511.09 of the Revised Code, the

board of elections may contact the absent voter using whatever

neans i s deened appropriate by the board in consideration of the

timefrane needed to nmeet applicable deadlines and the effort

needed to conplete the identification envel ope or cure the

deficiency, to notify the voter of the deficiency. Wenever

possible, the board shall conplete the identification statenent,

or cure the deficiency, by confirmng information with the voter

via tel ephone, facsimle transnm ssion, electronic mail, or postal

mail. |If any deficiency is not cured before the el eventh day after

the election, the vote shall not be accepted or counted. Fhe |f

bal | ot stubs are being used, no absent voter's ballot or absent

voter's presidential ballot shall be rejected on the grounds that

Stub A is detached fromor has not been returned with the nmarked
bal | ot .

The vote of any absent voter may be chal |l enged for cause in
the sanme manner as other votes are challenged, and the election
officials shall determne the legality of that ballot. Every
bal | ot not counted shall be endorsed on its back "Not Counted"

with the reasons the ball ot was not counted, and shall be encl osed
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and returned to or retained by the board of elections along with

t he contested ball ots.

(B) Notwi thstandi ng any provision of the Revised Code to the

contrary, if an elector receives an absent voter's ballot for an

incorrect precinct fromthe election officials and the el ector

nmarks and returns that ballot, all of the follow ng shall apply:

(1) The absent voter's ballot shall be counted if the el ector

was otherwise eligible to vote in that election and the absent

voter's ballot cast by that el ector contained identical candi date

choi ces, questions, and issues to the ballot that the el ector was

eligible to vote.

(2) The absent voter's ballot shall be renmade by the el ection

officials for all of the candidate choices, questions., and issues

for which the elector made a ball ot selection that coincide with

t he candi date choi ces, gquestions, and issues for which the el ector

was eligible to vote.

Sec. 3509.08. (A) Any qualified elector, who, on account of
the elector's own personal illness, physical disability, or
infirmty, or on account of the elector's confinenent in a jail or
wor khouse under sentence for a misdeneanor or awaiting trial on a
felony or m sdeneanor, will be unable to travel fromthe elector's
hone or place of confinenent to the voting booth in the elector's
precinct on the day of any general, special, or prinary el ection

may nmake application in witing, by facsinmle transm ssion, or by

electronic mail for an absent voter's ballot to the director of

the board of elections of the elector's county. The application
shall include all of the information required under section
3509. 03 of the Revised Code and shall state the nature of the

el ector's illness, physical disability, or infirmty, or the fact
that the elector is confined in a jail or workhouse and the

elector's resultant inability to travel to the election booth in
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the elector's precinct on election day. The application shall not
be valid if it is delivered to the director before the ninetieth
day or after twelve noon of the third day before the day of the

el ection at which the ballot is to be voted.

The absent voter's ballot nmay be mailed directly to the
applicant at the applicant's voting residence or place of
confinement as stated in the applicant's application, or the board
may designate two board enpl oyees belonging to the two najor
political parties for the purpose of delivering the ballot to the
di sabl ed or confined elector and returning it to the board, unless
the applicant is confined to a public or private institution
within the county, in which case the board shall designate two
board enpl oyees belonging to the two major political parties for
the purpose of delivering the ballot to the disabled or confined
el ector and returning it to the board. In all other instances, the
ball ot shall be returned to the office of the board in the manner
prescribed in section 3509.05 of the Revised Code.

Any di sabl ed or confined el ector who declares to the two
board enpl oyees belonging to the two major political parties that
the elector is unable to mark the elector's ballot by reason of
physical infirmty that is apparent to the enpl oyees to be
sufficient to incapacitate the voter frommarking the elector's
bal | ot properly, nay receive, upon request, the assistance of the
enpl oyees in marking the elector's ballot, and they shal
thereafter give no information in regard to this matter. Such

assi stance shall not be rendered for any other cause.

VWhen two board enpl oyees belonging to the two major political
parties deliver a ballot to a disabled or confined el ector, each
of the enpl oyees shall be present when the ballot is delivered,
when assi stance is given, and when the ballot is returned to the
of fice of the board, and shall subscribe to the declaration on the

identification envel ope.
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The secretary of state shall prescribe the form of

application for absent voter's ballots under this division.

This chapter applies to disabled and confined absent voter's

bal l ots except as otherw se provided in this section

(B)(1) Any qualified elector who is unable to travel to the
voting booth in the elector's precinct on the day of any general,
special, or primary election nay apply to the director of the
board of elections of the county where the elector is a qualified
el ector to vote in the election by absent voter's ballot if either

of the follow ng apply:

(a) The elector is confined in a hospital as a result of an
acci dent or unforeseeabl e nmedi cal energency occurring before the

el ection;

(b) The elector's mnor child is confined in a hospital as a
result of an accident or unforeseeabl e nedical emergency occurring

bef ore the el ection.

(2) The application authorized under division (B)(1) of this

section shalkl nay be made in witing, by facsinile transni ssion,

or by electronic mail and shall include all of the information

requi red under section 3509.03 of the Revised Code, and shall be
delivered to the director not later than three p.m on the day of
the election. The application shall indicate the hospital where
the applicant or the applicant's child is confined, the date of
the applicant's or the applicant's child' s adnission to the
hospital, and the offices for which the applicant is qualified to
vote. The applicant may al so request that a nmenber of the
applicant's famly, as listed in section 3509.05 of the Revised
Code, deliver the absent voter's ballot to the applicant. The
director, after establishing to the director's satisfaction the
validity of the circunstances clained by the applicant, shal

supply an absent voter's ballot to be delivered to the applicant.

Page 229

7031
7032

7033
7034

7035
7036
7037
7038
7039
7040

7041
7042
7043

7044
7045
7046

7047
7048
7049
7050
7051
7052
7053
7054
7055
7056
7057
7058
7059
7060
7061



S. B. No. 20
As Introduced

When the applicant or the applicant's child is in a hospital in
the county where the applicant is a qualified elector and no
request is nmade for a nmenber of the fanily to deliver the ballot,
the director shall arrange for the delivery of an absent voter's
ballot to the applicant, and for its return to the office of the
board, by two board enpl oyees belonging to the two major political
parties according to the procedures prescribed in division (A of
this section. Wien the applicant or the applicant's child is in a
hospital outside the county where the applicant is a qualified

el ector and no request is made for a nenber of the famly to
deliver the ballot, the director shall arrange for the delivery of
an absent voter's ballot to the applicant by mail, and the ball ot
shall be returned to the office of the board in the manner
prescribed in section 3509.05 of the Revised Code.

(3) Any qualified elector who is eligible to vote under
division (B) or (C) of section 3503.16 of the Revised Code but is
unable to do so because of the circunstances described in division
(B)(2) of this section nay vote in accordance with division (B)(1)
of this section if that qualified elector states in the
application for absent voter's ballots that that qualified elector
nmoved or had a change of name under the circunstances described in
division (B) or (C) of section 3503.16 of the Revised Code and if
that qualified elector conplies with divsiens division (G —te
4> of section 3503.16 of the Revised Code.

(© Any qualified elector described in division (A) or (B)(1)
of this section who needs no assistance to vote or to return
absent voter's ballots to the board of elections may apply for
absent voter's ballots under section 3509.03 of the Revised Code

i nstead of applying for themunder this section.

(D) Any el ector who applies for an absent voter's ball ot

under division (A) or (B) of this section by facsinile

transm ssion or electronic mail shall include a paper application
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for those ballots that includes the elector's signature in the

return envel ope with the elector's conpl eted absent voter's

ballots or, if the elector votes with the assistance of two board

enpl oyees, the elector may deliver the paper application for those

ballots to the board enpl oyees who assist the el ector

Sec. 3511.012. Notwi thstanding any provision of the Revised

Code to the contrary. any reqistered Ghio voter who is di spatched

as part of a mlitary, civilian, or corporate response to a

federal - or state-declared disaster at any tine during the

thirty-five days prior to the day of an election shall be eligible

to vote under this chapter in the sane nanner as a uniforned

services voter or overseas voter.

Sec. 3511.02. Notw thstandi ng any section of the Revised Code
to the contrary, whenever any person applies for registration as a
voter on a form adopted in accordance with federal regul ations
relating to the "Uniforned and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting
Act," 100 Stat. 924, 42 U S.C A 1973ff (1986), this application
shall be sufficient for voter registration and as a request for an
absent voter's ballot. Uniformed services or overseas absent
voter's ballots may be obtained by any person neeting the
requi rements of section 3511.011 of the Revised Code by applying
el ectronically to the secretary of state or to the board of
el ections of the county in which the person's voting residence is
| ocated in accordance with section 3511.021 of the Revised Code or
by applying to the director of the board of elections of the
county in which the person's voting residence is |located, in one

of the follow ng ways:

(A) That person may nmake witten application for those
bal l ots. The person may personally deliver the application to the
director or nmay mail it, send it by facsimle nachine, send it by

el ectronic mail, send it through internet delivery if such
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delivery is offered by the board of elections or the secretary of
state, or otherwise send it to the director. The application need
not be in any particular formbut shall contain all of the

foll owi ng i nformati on:
(1) The el ector's nane;
(2) The elector's signature;
(3) The address at which the elector is registered to vote;
(4) The elector's date of birth;
(5) One of the follow ng:

(a) The elector's driver's |license nunber or state

identification card nunber;

(b) The last four digits of the elector's social security

nunber ;

(c) A copy of the elector's current and valid photo
identification, a copy of a mlitary identification, or a copy of
a current utility bill, bank statenment, governnent check
paycheck, or other governnent docunent, other than a—neticeofan
election—maited-by—a-boardof —elections—under—section—350119 of
theRevisedCode—or a notice of voter registration nailed by a
board of el ections under section 3503.19 of the Revised Code, that

shows the nane and address of the el ector.

(6) A statenent identifying the election for which absent

voter's ballots are requested;

(7) A statenment that the person requesting the ballots is a

qualified elector

(8) A statenment that the elector is an absent unifornmed

servi ces voter or overseas voter as defined in 42 U S. C. 1973ff-6;

(9) A statenent of the elector's length of residence in the

state inmedi ately precedi ng the conmencenent of service,
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i medi ately preceding the date of leaving to be with or near the
servi ce nmenber, or inmediately preceding | eaving the United
States, or a statenent that the elector's parent or |egal guardian
resided in this state |Iong enough to establish residency for

voti ng purposes i mredi ately preceding | eaving the United States,

whi chever is applicable;

(10) If the request is for primary el ection ballots, the

elector's party affiliation;

(11) If the elector desires ballots to be nailed to the

el ector, the address to which those ballots shall be nmil ed;

(12) If the elector desires ballots to be sent to the elector
by facsim|le machine, the tel ephone nunber to which they shall be

SO sent;

(13) If the elector desires ballots to be sent to the el ector
by electronic mail or, if offered by the board of elections or the
secretary of state, through internet delivery, the elector's

electronic mail address or other internet contact information.

(B) A voter or any relative of a voter listed in division (O
of this section may use a single federal post card application to
apply for uniforned services or overseas absent voter's ballots
for use at the primary and general elections in a given year and
any special election to be held on the day in that year specified
by division (E) of section 3501.01 of the Revised Code for the
hol ding of a primary el ection, designated by the general assenbly
for the purpose of subnitting constitutional amendnments proposed
by the general assenbly to the voters of the state. A single
federal postcard application shall be processed by the board of
el ections pursuant to section 3511.04 of the Revised Code the sane
as if the voter had applied separately for unifornmed services or

over seas absent voter's ballots for each el ection.

(C Application to have uniformed services or overseas absent
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voter's ballots mailed or sent by facsinmle machine to such a
person nmay be made by the spouse, father, nother, father-in-Iaw,
not her-i n-1aw, grandfather, grandnother, brother or sister of the
whol e bl ood or half blood, son, daughter, adopting parent, adopted
child, stepparent, stepchild, daughter-in-law, son-in-law, uncle,
aunt, nephew, or niece of such a person. The application shall be
in witing upon a blank form furnished only by the director or on
a single federal post card as provided in division (B) of this
section. The formof the application shall be prescribed by the
secretary of state. The director shall furnish that blank formto
any of the relatives specified in this division desiring to nake
the application, only upon the request of such a relative nmade in
person at the office of the board or upon the witten request of
such a relative mailed to the office of the board. The
application, subscribed and sworn to by the applicant, shal

contain all of the follow ng:

(1) The full name of the elector for whomballots are

request ed;

(2) A statenent that the elector is an absent uniforned

services voter or overseas voter as defined in 42 U S. C 1973ff-6;
(3) The address at which the elector is registered to vote;

(4) A statenment identifying the elector's |ength of residence
in the state i medi ately precedi ng the commencenent of service,
i medi ately preceding the date of leaving to be with or near a
servi ce nmenber, or inmediately preceding | eaving the United
States, or a statenment that the elector's parent or |egal guardian
resided in this state long enough to establish residency for
voting purposes inmediately preceding |leaving the United States,

as the case may be;
(5) The elector's date of birth;

(6) One of the follow ng:
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(a) The elector's driver's |license nunber or state

identification card nunber;

(b) The last four digits of the elector's social security

nunber ;

(c) A copy of the elector's current and valid photo
identification, a copy of a mlitary identification, or a copy of

a current utility bill, bank statenent, governnent check

paycheck, or other governnent docunent, other than a—neticeofan

. 1 ed | . I . .
theRevisedCode—or a notice of voter registration nailed by a

board of el ections under section 3503.19 of the Revi sed Code, that

shows the nane and address of the el ector.

(7) A statenent identifying the election for which absent

voter's ballots are requested,

(8) A statenent that the person requesting the ballots is a

qualified elector

(9) If the request is for primary election ballots, the

elector's party affiliation;

(10) A statenent that the applicant bears a relationship to

the elector as specified in division (C) of this section;

(11) The address to which ballots shall be nmiled, the
t el ephone nunber to which ballots shall be sent by facsinile
machi ne, the electronic mail address to which ballots shall be
sent by electronic mail, or, if internet delivery is offered by
the board of elections or the secretary of state, the internet
contact information to which ballots shall be sent through

i nternet delivery;

(12) The signature and address of the person neking the

application.

Each application for uniformed services or overseas absent
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voter's ballots shall be delivered to the director not earlier
than the first day of January of the year of the elections for

whi ch the uniformed services or overseas absent voter's ballots
are requested or not earlier than ninety days before the day of
the election at which the ballots are to be voted, whichever is
earlier, and not later than twelve noon of the third day preceding
the day of the election, or not l|ater than six—p—m—onthetlast
Friday—beforethe day—of the end of the tine for casting absent

voter's ballots in person prior to the election at which those

ballots are to be voted if the application is delivered in person

to the office of the board.

(D) If the voter for whomthe application is made is entitled
to vote for presidential and vice-presidential electors only, the
applicant shall submit to the director in addition to the
requi rements of divisions (A), (B), and (C of this section, a
statenent to the effect that the voter is qualified to vote for
presidential and vice-presidential electors and for no other

of fi ces.

Sec. 3511.021. (A)(1) The secretary of state shall establish
procedures that allow any person who is eligible to vote as a
uni fornmed services voter or an overseas voter in accordance with
42 U.S.C. 1973ff-6 to apply by electronic neans to the office of
the secretary of state or to the board of elections of the county
in which the person's voting residence is located for a uniforned

services or overseas absent voter's ball ot.

(2) The procedures shall allow such a person who requests a
uni fornmed services or overseas absent voter's ballot application
to express a preference for the nmanner in which the person wll
recei ve the requested application, whether by mail, facsimle
transm ssion, electronic mail, or, if offered by the board of

el ections or the secretary of state, through internet delivery. If
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the person conpletes and tinely returns the application and the
applicant is eligible to receive a ballot, the procedures shal
all ow the applicant to express a preference for the manner in

whi ch the person will receive the requested bl ank, unvoted

ball ots, whether by mail, facsimle transm ssion, electronic nail
or, if offered by the board of elections or the secretary of
state, through internet delivery. The requested itens shall be
transmtted by the board of elections of the county in which the
person's voting residence is located by the preferred nethod. If
the requestor does not express a preferred nethod, the requested

itenms shall be delivered via standard mail .

(3) To the extent practicable, the procedures shall protect
the security and integrity of the ballot request and delivery
process, and protect the privacy of the identity and personal data
of the person when such applications and ballots are requested,

processed, and sent.

(4) Ne Except as otherw se provided in division (C) of this

section, no person shall return by electronic nmeans to the
secretary of state, a board of elections, or any other entity a
compl eted or voted uniforned services or overseas absent voter's
ballot. If a ballot is so returned, the ballot shall not be

accepted, processed, or counted.

(B)(1) The secretary of state, in coordination with the
boards of elections, shall establish a free access system by which
an absent uniforned services voter or overseas voter may determ ne

the foll ow ng:

(a) Whether that person's request for a uniforned services or

overseas absent voter's ballot was received and processed;

(b) If the person's request was received and processed, when

the uni fornmed services or overseas absent voter's ballot was sent;

(c) Whether any uniformed services or overseas absent voter's
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ball ot returned by that person has been received by el ection

of ficials;

(d) Whether the board of elections found any error on the
identification envel ope containing the person's returned unifornmed
services or overseas absent voter's ballot and, if so, how the
person may correct any error within ten days after the day of an

el ection; and

(e) Whether the person's uniforned services or overseas

absent voter's ballot was count ed.

(2) The appropriate state or local election official shal
establ i sh and nai ntai n reasonabl e procedures necessary to protect
the security, confidentiality, and integrity of persona
information that is confidential under state or federal |aw that
is collected, stored, or otherwi se used by the free access system
establ i shed under division (B) of this section. Access to
informati on about the votes cast on an individual ballot shall be
restricted to the person who cast the ballot. To the extent
practicabl e, the procedures shall protect the security and
integrity of the process and protect the privacy of the identity

and personal data of the person

(C The secretary of state nay establish, by rule adopted

under Chapter 119. of the Revised Code, a nechanismto accept

conpl eted uni fornmed services or overseas absent voter's ballots

through electronic neans, including, but not linmted to, facsimle

transm ssion and electronic mail. |If the secretary of state adopts

rules under this division to pernmt the el ectronic acceptance of

those ballots, the rules shall include, at a nmininum requirenments

to protect the security and anonynity of the ballot.

If the secretary of state adopts rules under this division to

permt the electronic acceptance of those ballots, any unifornmed

services or overseas voter may return the voter's conpl eted absent
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voter's ballots using the nechani sm specified under those rules.

Such ballots shall be accepted and counted in the sane manner as

ballots returned by mail.

Sec. 3511.04. (A If a director of a board of elections
recei ves an application for uniformed services or overseas absent
voter's ballots that does not contain all of the required
information, the director pronptly shall notify the applicant of
the additional information required to be provided by the

applicant to conplete that application. The board of elections nay

contact the applicant using whatever neans is deened appropriate

by the board in consideration of the tinefrane needed to neet

applicable deadlines and the effort needed to conplete the

application, to notify the applicant of the deficiency. Wenever

possi bl e, the board shall conplete the application by confirmng

information with the applicant via telephone, facsinile

transm ssion, electronic nail, or postal nmil.

(B) Not later than the forty-fifth day before the day of each
general or primary election, and at the earliest possible tine
before the day of a special election held on a day other than the
day on which a general or prinmary election is held, the director
of the board of elections shall mail, send by facsinm e nachine,
send by electronic mail, send through internet delivery if such
delivery is offered by the board of elections or the secretary of
state, or otherw se send unifornmed services or overseas absent
voter's ballots then ready for use as provided for in section
3511. 03 of the Revised Code and for which the director has
received valid applications prior to that time. Thereafter, and
until twelve noon of the third day preceding the day of election
the director shall pronptly, upon receipt of valid applications
for them mail, send by facsinmle machine, send by el ectronic
mai |, send through internet delivery if such delivery is offered

by the board of elections or the secretary of state, or otherwi se
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send to the proper persons all uniforned services or overseas

absent voter's ballots then ready for use.

If, after the seventieth day before the day of a general or
primary el ection, any other question, issue, or candidacy is
lawfully ordered subnmitted to the electors voting at the genera
or primary election, the board shall pronptly provide a separate
official issue, special election, or other election ballot for
subnmitting the question, issue, or candidacy to those el ectors,
and the director shall pronptly mail, send by facsinile machine,
send by electronic mail, send through internet delivery if such
delivery is offered by the board of elections or the secretary of
state, or otherw se send each such separate ballot to each person
to whomthe director has previously mailed or sent other unifornmed

servi ces or overseas absent voter's ballots.

In mailing uniforned services or overseas absent voter's
ball ots, the director shall use the fastest nmil service

avail able, but the director shall not mail them by certified mail

Sec. 3511.05. (A) The director of the board of el ections
shal | place uniformed services or overseas absent voter's ballots
sent by mail in an unseal ed identification envel ope, gumed ready
for sealing. The director shall include with uniformed services or
overseas absent voter's ballots sent electronically, including by
facsim |l e machine, an instruction sheet for preparing a gunmed
envel ope in which the ballots shall be returned. The envel ope for
returning ballots sent by either nmeans shall have printed or
witten on its face a formsubstantially as foll ows:

"I dentification Envel ope Statenent of Voter

L, (Nanme of voter), declare under
penalty of election falsification that the within ballot or
bal l ots contai ned no voting marks of any kind when | received

them and | caused the ballot or ballots to be nmarked, enclosed in
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the identification envel ope, and sealed in that envel ope.

My voting residence in Chio is

(Street and Nunber, if any, or Rural Route and Nunber)

Of (Cty, Village, or Townshi p)
Chio, whichis inWard ............... Precinct ................

inthat city, village, or township.

The primary election ballots, if any, within this envel ope

are primary election ballots of the ............. Party.

Bal | ots contained within this envel ope are to be voted at the
.......... (general, special, or primary) election to be held on

the ... ... . . day of ....... .. .. .. .. .. .. ... ,

.......... (Year).
(Voter nust provide one of the follow ng:)

My driver's license nunber is ............... (Driver's

i cense nunber).

My state identification card nunber is ............... (State

identification card nunber).

The last four digits of ny Social Security Nunber are
............... (Last four digits of Social Security Nunber).

...... In lieu of providing a driver's license nunber, state

identification card nunber, or the last four digits of ny Social

Security Nunber, | amenclosing a copy of one of the following in
the return envelope in which this identification envelope will be
mai l ed: a current and valid photo identification, a mlitary
identification, or a current utility bill, bank statenent,
governnent check, paycheck, or other governnent documnent, other

t han a—netiece—of—an—electionra-tedby—abeardoef—elections—under
section—3501-19 of the Revised-Code—or a notice of voter
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registration mailed by a board of elections, that shows ny nane

and address.

| hereby declare, under penalty of election falsification,
that the statenments above are true, as | verily believe.

(Signature of Voter)

WHOEVER COWM TS ELECTI ON FALSI FI CATION IS GU LTY OF A FELONY OF
THE FI FTH DEGREE. "

(B) The director shall also mail with the ballots and the
unseal ed identification envel ope sent by nmail an unseal ed return
envel ope, gunmed, ready for sealing, for use by the voter in
returning the voter's marked ballots to the director. The director
shall send with the ballots and the instruction sheet for
preparing a gumed envel ope sent electronically, including by
facsim |l e machine, an instruction sheet for preparing a second
gummed envel ope as described in this division, for use by the
voter in returning that voter's nmarked ballots to the director.
The return envel ope shall have two parallel lines, each one
quarter of an inch in width, printed across its face paralleling
the top, with an intervening space of one quarter of an inch
bet ween such lines. The top |ine shall be one and one-quarter
inches fromthe top of the envel ope. Between the parallel lines
shall be printed: "OFFI Cl AL ELECTI ON UNI FORMED SERVI CES OR
OVERSEAS ABSENT VOTER S BALLOTS -- VIA AIR MAIL." Three bl ank
lines shall be printed in the upper left corner on the face of the
envel ope for the use by the voter in placing the voter's conplete
mlitary, naval, or mailing address on these |lines, and beneath
these lines there shall be printed a box beside the words "check

if out-of-country.” The voter shall check this box if the voter
will be outside the United States on the day of the election. The
official title and the post-office address of the director to whom

t he envel ope shall be returned shall be printed on the face of

Page 242

7432
7433

7434
7435
7436
7437

7438
7439

7440
7441
7442
7443
7444
7445
7446
7447
7448
7449
7450
7451
7452
7453
7454
7455
7456
7457
7458
7459
7460
7461
7462
7463



S. B. No. 20
As Introduced

such envelope in the |ower right portion below the bottom parall el

i ne.

(O On the back of each identification envel ope and each

return envel ope shall be printed the foll ow ng:
"Instructions to voter:

If the flap on this envelope is so firmy stuck to the back
of the envel ope when received by you as to require forcible
opening in order to use it, open the envelope in the manner | east
injurious to it, and, after marking your ballots and encl osing
same in the envelope for mailing themto the director of the board
of elections, reclose the envelope in the nost practicable way, by

sealing or otherw se, and sign the blank form printed bel ow

The flap on this envelope was firmy stuck to the back of the
envel ope when received, and required forced openi ng before sealing

and mai ling.

(Signature of voter)"

(D) Division (C) of this section does not apply when absent
voter's ballots are sent electronically, including by facsinmle

machi ne.

Sec. 3511.09. Upon receiving uniformed services or overseas
absent voter's ballots, the elector shall cause the questions on
the face of the identification envel ope to be answered, and, by
witing the elector's usual signature in the proper place on the
identification envel ope, the elector shall declare under penalty
of election falsification that the answers to those questions are
true and correct to the best of the elector's know edge and
belief. Then, the elector shall note whether there are any voting
marks on the ballot. If there are any voting nmarks, the ball ot

shall be returned i Mmediately to the board of el ections;
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otherwi se, the elector shall cause the ballot to be marked, fol ded
separately so as to conceal the markings on it, deposited in the
identification envel ope, and securely sealed in the identification
envel ope. The el ector then shall cause the identification envel ope
to be placed within the return envel ope, sealed in the return
envel ope, and nmailed to the director of the board of elections to
whomit is addressed. The ballot shall be submtted for mailing
not later than 12:01 a.m at the place where the voter conpletes
the ballot, on the date of the election. If the el ector does not

provide the elector's driver's license nunber, state

identification card nunber, or the last four digits of the

el ector's social security nunber on the statenment of voter on the
identification envel ope, the elector also shall include in the
return envelope with the identification envel ope a copy of the
elector's current valid photo identification, a copy of a mlitary
identification, or a copy of a current utility bill, bank

st at enent, government check, paycheck, or other governnent
docunent, other than a—netice of anelectionmailed by aboard of
eleections—under—seetion—356119oftheRevised—Code—o+ a notice of
voter registration mailed by a board of el ections under section
3503. 19 of the Revi sed Code, that shows the nane and address of
the el ector. Each elector who will be outside the United States on
the day of the election shall check the box on the return envel ope
indicating this fact and shall mail the return envel ope to the

director prior to the close of the polls on el ection day.

Every uniforned services or overseas absent voter's ball ot
identification envel ope shall be acconpanied by the follow ng
statenment in boldface capital letters: WHOEVER COVMM TS ELECTI ON
FALSI FI CATION | S GUILTY OF A FELONY OF THE FI FTH DEGREE.

Sec. 3511.11. (A) Upon receipt of any return envel ope bearing
the designation "Oficial Election Uniforned Services or Overseas

Absent Voter's Ballot" prior to the eleventh day after the day of
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any election, the director of the board of elections shall open it
but shall not open the identification envel ope contained in it.

I f, upon so opening the return envel ope, the director finds
ballots in it that are not enclosed in and properly sealed in the
identification envel ope, the director shall not |ook at the
mar ki ngs upon the ballots and shall pronptly place themin the
identification envel ope and pronptly seal it. If, upon so opening
the return envel ope, the director finds that ballots are encl osed
in the identification envelope but that it is not properly seal ed,
the director shall not |ook at the markings upon the ballots and

shall pronptly seal the identification envel ope.

(B) Unifornmed services or overseas absent voter's ballots
delivered to the director not later than the close of the polls on
el ection day shall be counted in the manner provided in section
3509. 06 of the Revised Code.

(© A return envelope is not required to be postmarked in
order for a uniformed services or overseas absent voter's ball ot
contained in it to be valid. Except as otherw se provided in this
di vi sion, whether or not the return envel ope containing the ball ot
is postmarked, contains a late postmark, or contains an illegible
post mark, a uniforned services or overseas absent voter's ball ot
that is received after the close of the polls on election day
through the tenth day after the el ection day shall be counted on
the el eventh day after the election day at the office of the board
of elections in the manner provided in divisions (C) and (D) of
section 3509.06 and section 3509.07 of the Revised Code, if the

voter signed the identification envelope by the tine specified in
section 3511.09 of the Revised Code. However, if a return envel ope
containing a uniforned services or overseas absent voter's ball ot
is so received and so indicates, but the identification envel ope
init is signed after the close of the polls on election day, the

uni formed services or overseas absent voter's ballot shall not be
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count ed.

(D) The following types of uniformed services or overseas

absent voter's ballots shall not be counted:

(1) Unifornmed services or overseas absent voter's ballots
contained in return envel opes that bear the designation "Oficia
El ection Uniformed Services or Overseas Absent Voter's Ballots,"”
that are received by the director after the close of the polls on
the day of the election, and that contain an identification
envel ope that is signed after the tine specified in section
3511. 09 of the Revised Code;

(2) Uniformed services or overseas absent voter's ballots
contained in return envel opes that bear that designation and that

are received after the tenth day follow ng the el ection

The uncounted ballots shall be preserved in their
i dentification envel opes unopened until the tinme provided by
section 3505.31 of the Revised Code for the destruction of al
other ballots used at the election for which ballots were

provided, at which tine they shall be destroyed.

Sec. 3511.14. (A) A board of elections shall accept and

process federal wite-in absentee ballots for all federal, state,

and | ocal elections for office and for all ballot questions and

i ssues conducted in any year as required under "The Uniforned and
Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act," Pub. L. No. 99-410, 100
Stat. 924, 42 U.S.C. 1973ff, et seq., as anended.

(B) A uniformed services or overseas voter may use the
decl arati on acconpanying a federal wite-in absentee ballot to
apply to register to vote sinultaneously with the subm ssion of
the federal wite-in absentee ballot, if the declaration is
received not later than thirty days before the day of the

election. If the declaration is received after that date, the
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decl aration shall be considered an application to register to vote

for all subsequent el ections.

Sec. 3513.05. (A) Each person desiring to becone a candi date
for a party nom nation or for election to an office or position to
be voted for at a prinmary el ection, except persons desiring to
beconme joint candidates for the offices of governor and |ieutenant
governor and except as otherw se provided in section 3513. 051 of
the Revised Code, shall, not later than four p.m of the ninetieth
day before the day of the prinary election, file a declaration of
candi dacy and petition and pay the fees required under divisions
(A) and (B) of section 3513.10 of the Revised Code. The
decl arati on of candi dacy and all separate petition papers shall be
filed at the sane time as one instrunent. When the offices are to
be voted for at a primary el ection, persons desiring to becone
joint candidates for the offices of governor and |ieutenant
governor shall, not later than four p.m of the ninetieth day
before the day of the primary election, conply with section
3513. 04 of the Revised Code. The prospective joint candi dates'
decl aration of candi dacy and all separate petition papers of
candi daci es shall be filed at the same tinme as one instrunent. The
secretary of state or a board of elections shall not accept for
filing a declaration of candidacy and petition of a person seeking
to becone a candidate if that person, for the sane el ection, has
already filed a declaration of candidacy or a declaration of
intent to be a wite-in candidate, or has becone a candi date by
the filling of a vacancy under section 3513.30 of the Revised Code
for any federal, state, or county office, if the declaration of
candidacy is for a state or county office, or for any nunicipal or
township office, if the declaration of candidacy is for a

nmuni ci pal or township office.

(B)(1) If the declaration of candi dacy decl ares a candi dacy

which is to be subnmitted to el ectors throughout the entire state,
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the petition, including a petition for joint candidates for the

of fices of governor and |ieutenant governor, shall be signed by at
| east one thousand qualified electors who are nenbers of the sane
political party as the candidate or joint candidates, and the

decl arati on of candi dacy and petition shall be filed with the
secretary of state; provided that the secretary of state shall not
accept or file any such petition appearing on its face to contain

signatures of nore than three thousand el ectors.

(2) Except as otherwi se provided in this paragraph division,
if the declaration of candidacy is of one that is to be submtted
only to electors within a district, political subdivision, or
portion thereof, the petition shall be signed by not |ess than
fifty qualified electors who are nenbers of the sane politica
party as the political party of which the candidate is a nenber
If the declaration of candidacy is for party nonmination as a
candi date for nenber of the legislative authority of a munici pal
corporation elected by ward, the petition shall be signed by not
| ess than twenty-five qualified electors who are nenbers of the

political party of which the candidate is a nenber

(3) No such petition, except the petition for a candi dacy
that is to be submtted to electors throughout the entire state,
shall be accepted for filing if it appears to contain on its face
signhatures of nore than three tinmes the mini mum nunber of
signhatures. Wen a petition of a candi date has been accepted for
filing by a board of elections, the petition shall not be deened
invalid if, upon verification of signatures contained in the
petition, the board of elections finds the nunber of signatures
accepted exceeds three tinmes the m ni mum nunber of signatures
required. A board of elections may di scontinue verifying
signhatures on petitions when the nunber of verified signatures

equal s the m ni mum required nunber of qualified signatures.

(4) If the declaration of candi dacy declares a candi dacy for

Page 248

7620
7621
7622
7623
7624
7625
7626
7627

7628
7629
7630
7631
7632
7633
7634
7635
7636
7637
7638

7639
7640
7641
7642
7643
7644
7645
7646
7647
7648
7649
7650

7651



S. B. No. 20
As Introduced

party nom nation or for election as a candidate of an internediate
or minor party, the m ni mum nunber of signatures on such petition
is one-half the m ni mum nunber provided in this section, except
that, when the candidacy is one for election as a nmenber of the
state central conmittee or the county central conmittee of a
political party, the m nimum nunber shall be the sanme for an

internmediate or mnor party as for a major party.

(5) If a declaration of candidacy is one for election as a
nmenber of the state central conmmittee or the county centra
committee of a political party, the petition shall be signed by
five qualified electors of the district, county, ward, township,
or precinct within which electors may vote for such candi date. The
el ectors signing such petition shall be nenbers of the sane
political party as the political party of which the candidate is a

menber .

(Q) For purposes of signing or circulating a petition of
candi dacy for party nom nation or election, an elector is
considered to be a nenber of a political party if the elector
voted in that party's primary election within the preceding two
cal endar years, or if the elector did not vote in any other
party's primary election within the preceding two cal endar years.

This division does not prohibit a person who holds an el ective

office for which candidates are noninated at a party primry

election fromdoing any of the foll ow nag:

(1) If the person voted as a nenber of a different politica

party at any prinmary election within the current yvear and the

imediately preceding two cal endar vears., being a candidate for

nomnation at a party prinmary held during the tines specified in
division (©(2) of section 3513.191 of the Revised Code provided

that the person conplies with the requirenents of that section

(2) Crculating the person's own petition of candi dacy for

party nomnation in the prinmary el ection
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(D) If the declaration of candidacy is of one that is to be
subnitted only to electors within a county, or within a district
or subdivision or part thereof smaller than a county, the petition
shall be filed with the board of elections of the county. If the
decl aration of candidacy is of one that is to be subnmitted only to
el ectors of a district or subdivision or part thereof that is
situated in nore than one county, the petition shall be filed with
the board of elections of the county within which the ngjor
portion of the popul ation thereof, as ascertai ned by the next

precedi ng federal census, is |ocated.

(E) A petition shall consist of separate petition papers,
each of which shall contain signatures of electors of only one
county. Petitions or separate petition papers containing
signatures of electors of nore than one county shall not thereby
be declared invalid. In case petitions or separate petition papers
contai ning signhatures of electors of nore than one county are
filed, the board shall deternine the county from which the
majority of signatures cane, and only signatures from such county
shall be counted. Signatures from any other county shall be

i nval i d.

Each separate petition paper shall be circul ated by one
person only, who shall be the candidate or a joint candidate or a
menber of the same political party as the candidate or joint
candi dates, and each separate petition paper shall be governed by

the rules set forth in section 3501.38 of the Revi sed Code.

(F) The secretary of state shall pronptly transnit to each
board such separate petition papers of each petition acconpanying
a declaration of candidacy filed with the secretary of state as
purport to contain signatures of electors of the county of such
board. The board of the nost popul ous county of a district shal
pronptly transmit to each board within such district such separate

petition papers of each petition acconpanying a decl aration of
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candidacy filed with it as purport to contain signatures of

el ectors of the county of each such board. The board of a county
wi thin which the major portion of the population of a subdivision,
situated in nore than one county, is |located, shall pronptly
transmt to the board of each other county w thin which a portion
of such subdivision is | ocated such separate petition papers of
each petition acconpanying a declaration of candidacy filed with
it as purport to contain signatures of electors of the portion of

such subdivision in the county of each such board.

Al'l petition papers so transnitted to a board and al
petitions acconpanyi ng declarations of candidacy filed with a
board shall, under proper regulations, be open to public
inspection until four p.m of the eightieth day before the day of
the next prinmary election. Each board shall, not later than the
seventy-eighth day before the day of that primary el ection
exam ne and deternine the validity or invalidity of the signatures
on the petition papers so transmtted to or filed with it and
shall return to the secretary of state all petition papers
transnmitted to it by the secretary of state, together with its
certification of its determination as to the validity or
invalidity of signatures thereon, and shall return to each other
board all petition papers transmitted to it by such board,
together with its certification of its deternmination as to the
validity or invalidity of the signatures thereon. Al other
matters affecting the validity or invalidity of such petition
papers shall be deternmined by the secretary of state or the board

wi th whom such petition papers were fil ed.

(G Protests against the candi dacy of any person filing a
decl aration of candi dacy for party nomnation or for election to
an office or position, as provided in this section, may be filed
by any qualified elector who is a nenber of the sanme political

party as the candidate and who is eligible to vote at the primry
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el ection for the candi date whose decl aration of candi dacy the

el ector objects to, or by the controlling comrittee of that
political party. The protest shall be in witing, and shall be
filed not later than four p.m of the seventy-fourth day before
the day of the primary election. The protest shall be filed with
the election officials with whomthe declaration of candi dacy and
petition was filed. Upon the filing of the protest, the election
officials with whomit is filed shall pronptly fix the time for
hearing it, and shall forthwith mail notice of the filing of the
protest and the tinme fixed for hearing to the person whose
candidacy is so protested. They shall also forthwith mail notice
of the time fixed for such hearing to the person who filed the
protest. At the tinme fixed, such election officials shall hear the
protest and determine the validity or invalidity of the

decl aration of candi dacy and petition. |If they find that such
candi date is not an elector of the state, district, county, or
political subdivision in which the candi date seeks a party

nom nation or election to an office or position, or has not fully
complied with this chapter, the candidate's declaration of

candi dacy and petition shall be determined to be invalid and shal
be rejected; otherwise, it shall be determ ned to be valid. That

determ nation shall be final

A protest against the candi dacy of any persons filing a
decl aration of candidacy for joint party nomination to the offices
of governor and |ieutenant governor shall be filed, heard, and
determined in the sane nmanner as a protest against the candi dacy

of any person filing a declaration of candidacy singly.

(H) (1) The secretary of state shall, on the seventieth day
before the day of a primary election, certify to each board in the
state the fornms of the official ballots to be used at the primary
el ection, together with the nanmes of the candidates to be printed

on the ballots whose nonination or election is to be determ ned by
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el ectors throughout the entire state and who filed valid

decl arati ons of candi dacy and petitions.

(2) The board of the nobst popul ous county in a district
conprised of nore than one county but Iess than all of the
counties of the state shall, on the seventieth day before the day
of a primary election, certify to the board of each county in the
district the names of the candidates to be printed on the official
ballots to be used at the primary el ecti on, whose nom nation or
election is to be deternmned only by electors within the district

and who filed valid declarations of candi dacy and petitions.

(3) The board of a county within which the major portion of
t he popul ati on of a subdivision smaller than the county and
situated in nore than one county is |ocated shall, on the
seventieth day before the day of a primary election, certify to
the board of each county in which a portion of that subdivision is
| ocated the nanmes of the candidates to be printed on the official
ballots to be used at the primary el ection, whose nom nation or
election is to be deternmined only by electors within that
subdi vi sion and who filed valid declarations of candi dacy and

petitions.

Sec. 3513.13. Separate prinary election ballots shall be
provi ded by the board of elections for each political party having
candi dates for nomination or election in a prinmary el ection.
Section 3505.08 of the Revised Code governing the kind of paper,
the kind of ink, and the size and style of type to be used in the
printing of ballots for general elections shall apply in the

printing of ballots for primary el ections.

Primary election ballots shall have printed on the back
thereof "Official ............ (name of party) .......... primary
ballot," the date of the election, and the facsimle signatures of

t he menbers of the board.
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Such |f the board of elections of that county opts to use

ballots that include ballot stubs, prinary election ballots shal

have stubs attached at the top thereof in the same nanner as
reguired on ballots for general elections.

On the back of every ballot used there shall be a solid black
l'ine printed opposite the blank rectangul ar space that is used to
mark the choice of the voter. This line shall be printed w de
enough so that the mark in the blank rectangul ar space will not be

visible fromthe back side of the ballot.

Such ballots shall have printed at the top thereof and bel ow

the stubs, if ballot stubs are being used. "Oficial ..........

(nane of party) ........... primary ballot" and instructions to
the voter to the effect that to vote for a candidate the voter
shall record the vote in the nmanner provided on the ballot next to
the name of such candi date, except as provided in section 3513.151

of the Revised Code, and that ifhe a voter who tears, soils,

defaces, or erroneously marks the ballot he nmay return it to the

precinct election officers and obtain another ball ot.

Except as provided in section 3513.151 of the Revised Code,
primary el ection ballots shall contain the names of all persons
whose decl arations of candi dacy and petitions have been determ ned
to be valid. The nane of each candidate for nom nation for, or
el ection to, an office or position shall be printed in an encl osed
rectangul ar space at the left of which an encl osed bl ank
rectangul ar space shall be provided. The nanes of candi dates shall
be printed on the ballot imediately belowthe title of the office
or position for nom nation or election to which the candi date
seeks nom nation or election. The order in which offices and
positions shall be listed on the ballot shall be prescribed by and
shall be certified to each board by the secretary of state, and
shall be the same, to the extent the secretary of state deens

practicable, as is provided for the listing of offices on general
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el ection ball ots.

Sec. 3513.131. In the event two or nore persons wth
i dentical surnanes run for the same office in a prinmary el ection
on the same ballot, the names of the candidates shall be
differentiated on the ballot by varying conbinations of first and
m ddl e nanmes and initials. Wthin twenty-four hours after the
final date for filing declarations of candidacy or petitions for
candi dacy, the director of the board of elections for |ocal,
nmuni ci pal, county, general, or special elections, or the director
of the board of elections of the nbst popul ous county for
district, general, or special elections, or the secretary of state
for state-wi de general and special elections shall notify the
persons with identical given nanes and surnames that the nanmes of
such persons will be differentiated on the ballot. If one of the
candi dates is an incunmbent who is a candidate to succeed hiwset:

self for the office he the incunbent occupies, he the incunbent

shall have first choice of the nane by which he the incunbent is

designated on the ballot. If an incunbent does not make a choice
within two days after notification or if none of the candidates is
an i ncunmbent, the board of elections within three days after
notification shall designate the nanmes by which the candi dates are
identified on the ballot. In case of a district candidate the
board of elections in the nobst popul ous county shall nake the
determ nation. In case of state-w de candidates, or in the case
any board of elections fails to make a designation within three
days after notification, the secretary of state shall inmmediately

make the determ nation

"Notification" as required by this section shall be by the

director of the board of elections or secretary of state by

special—delivery or telegramcertified mail at the candidate's

address listed in his the candidate's declaration or petition of

candi dacy.
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Sec. 3513.14. Except in elections for which the board of
el ections has received no valid declarations of intent to be a
wite-in candi date under section 3513.041 of the Revi sed Code,
i Mmedi ately below the title of each office for which noninations
are to be made and the nanes of candidates for such nom nation
printed thereunder, there shall be provided on each prinmary
el ection ballot as many bl ank spaces as, but not nore than, the
nunber of nom nations to be nade for such office, in which the
voter may wite the nanmes of persons for whose nom nation he the
voter desires to vote, provided that inasmuch as candi dates for
the office of delegate and alternate to the national and state
conventions, nenber of the state central commttee, and nenber of
the county central conmttee are elected at the primary el ection
no bl ank space shall be left on the ballot after the nanes of the
candi dates for such office, and no vote shall be counted for any
person whose nane has been witten in on said ballot for any of
such offices. If no person files and qualifies as a candidate for
the office of nmenmber of the state central conmttee or nenber of
the county central conmttee such office shall not appear on the
bal | ot .

The face of the ballot, below the stub if ballot stubs are

bei ng used, shall be substantially in the following form
OFFICIAL ............ (name of party)..........
PRI MARY BALLOT

(A) To vote for a candidate record your vote in the manner

provi ded next to the nane of such candi date.

(B) If you tear, soil, deface, or erroneously mark this

ballot return it to the election officials and obtain anot her.

Sec. 3513.19. {A- It is the duty of any judge—ofelections
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precinct election official, whenever any judge—ef—eleetions such 7905

of ficial doubts that a person attenpting to vote at a prinary 7906

election is legally entitled to vote at that election, to 7907
chal l enge the right of that person to vote. The right of a person 7908
to vote at a primary election may be chal |l enged upon the foll ow ng 7909
gr ounds: 7910

H5-(A) That the person whose right to vote is challenged is 7911
not a legally qualified elector; 7912

2+(B) That the person has received or has been pronised sone 7913

val uabl e reward or consideration for the person's vote; 7914

7915
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Sec. 3513.21. At the close of the polls in a primary
el ection, the judges—of precinct election officials shall proceed
wi t hout delay to canvass the vote, sign and seal it, and nake
returns thereof to the board of elections forthwith on the forns
to be provided by the board. The provisions of Title XXXV of the
Revi sed Code relating to the accounting for and return of al

bal | ots at general elections apply to primary ballots.

If there is any disagreenent as to how a ballot should be
counted it shall be subnmitted to all of the judges precinct
election officials. If three of the judges precinct election

officials do not agree as to how any part of the ballot shall be
counted, that part of such ballot which three of the judges

precinct officials do agree shall be counted and a notation nmade

upon the ballot indicating what part has not been counted, and
shall be placed in an envel ope provided for that purpose, narked

"Disputed Ballots" and returned to the board.

The board shall, on the day when the vote is canvassed, open
such seal ed envel opes, determ ne what ballots and for whomthey
shoul d be counted, and proceed to count and tally the votes on

such ballots. If there is a tie vote anpbngst the nenbers of the

board of elections in deterni ning whether a particular ballot, or

portion of a ballot, is eligible to be counted, that ballot, or

portion thereof, shall be counted as a valid vote.

Sec. 3513.31. (A If a person nomnated in a primary el ection

as a candidate for election at the next general election, whose
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candi dacy is to be submitted to the electors of the entire state,
wi thdraws as that candidate or is disqualified as that candi date
under section 3513.052 of the Revised Code, the vacancy in the
party nom nation so created may be filled by the state centra
committee of the major political party that nade the nomi nation at
the primary election, if the commttee's chairperson and secretary
certify the nane of the person selected to fill the vacancy by the
time specified in this division, at a neeting called for that

pur pose. The neeting shall be called by the chairperson of that
commi ttee, who shall give each nenber of the commttee at |east
two days' notice of the tinme, place, and purpose of the neeting.

If a majority of the nenbers of the conmttee are present at the
nmeeting, a mpjority of those present may select a person to fill
the vacancy. The chairperson and secretary of the neeting shal
certify in witing and under oath to the secretary of state, not

| ater than the eighty-sixth day before the day of the genera

el ection, the nane of the person selected to fill the vacancy. The
certification nust be acconpanied by the witten acceptance of the
nom nati on by the person whose nane is certified. A vacancy that
may be filled by an internmediate or mnor political party shall be
filled in accordance with the party's rules by authorized
officials of the party. Certification nust be nade as in the

manner provided for a major political party.

(B) If a person nominated in a prinmary election as a party
candi date for election at the next general election, whose
candi dacy is to be submitted to the electors of a district
conpri sed of nore than one county but less than all of the
counties of the state, withdraws as that candidate or is
di squalified as that candi date under section 3513.052 of the
Revi sed Code, the vacancy in the party nonmination so created may
be filled by a district conmmttee of the major political party

that nmade the nom nation at the primary election, if the
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committee's chairperson and secretary certify the nanme of the
person selected to fill the vacancy by the tinme specified in this
division, at a neeting called for that purpose. The district

conm ttee shall consist of the chairperson and secretary of the
county central conmttee of such political party in each county in
the district. The district cormittee shall be called by the

chai rperson of the county central conmttee of such politica

party of the nobst popul ous county in the district, who shall give
each nmember of the district committee at | east two days' notice of
the time, place, and purpose of the neeting. If a mgjority of the
menbers of the district conmttee are present at the district
committee neeting, a mpjority of those present may sel ect a person
to fill the vacancy. The chairperson and secretary of the neeting
shall certify in witing and under oath to the board of el ections
of the nost popul ous county in the district, not later than four
p.m of the eighty-sixth day before the day of the genera

el ection, the nane of the person selected to fill the vacancy. The
certification nust be acconpanied by the witten acceptance of the
nom nati on by the person whose nane is certified. A vacancy that
may be filled by an internmediate or mnor political party shall be
filled in accordance with the party's rules by authorized
officials of the party. Certification nust be nade as in the

manner provided for a major political party.

(O If a person nominated in a prinmary election as a party
candi date for election at the next general election, whose
candi dacy is to be submitted to the electors of a county,
wi thdraws as that candidate or is disqualified as that candi date
under section 3513.052 of the Revised Code, the vacancy in the
party nonmination so created nay be filled by the county centra
commttee of the major political party that nade the nomi nation at
the prinmary el ection, or by the county executive comrittee if so
authorized, if the commttee's chairperson and secretary certify

the nanme of the person selected to fill the vacancy by the tine

Page 260

7999
8000
8001
8002
8003
8004
8005
8006
8007
8008
8009
8010
8011
8012
8013
8014
8015
8016
8017
8018
8019
8020
8021

8022
8023
8024
8025
8026
8027
8028
8029
8030
8031



S. B. No. 20
As Introduced

specified in this division, at a neeting called for that purpose.
The neeting shall be called by the chairperson of that commttee,
who shall give each nenber of the comrittee at | east two days
notice of the tinme, place, and purpose of the neeting. If a
majority of the nmenbers of the comrittee are present at the
nmeeting, a mpjority of those present may select a person to fill
the vacancy. The chairperson and secretary of the neeting shal
certify in witing and under oath to the board of that county, not
later than four p.m of the eighty-sixth day before the day of the
general election, the name of the person selected to fill the
vacancy. The certification nust be acconpanied by the witten
acceptance of the nom nation by the person whose nane is
certified. A vacancy that may be filled by an internediate or

m nor political party shall be filled in accordance with the
party's rules by authorized officials of the party. Certification

nust be nmade as in the nmanner provided for a major political
party.

(D) If a person nominated in a prinmary election as a party
candi date for election at the next general election, whose
candi dacy is to be submitted to the electors of a district within
a county, withdraws as that candidate or is disqualified as that
candi dat e under section 3513.052 of the Revised Code, the vacancy
in the party nonmination so created may be filled by a district
committee consisting of those nmenbers of the county central
conmttee or, if so authorized, those nenbers of the county
executive committee in that county of the major political party
that nmade the nomi nation at the primary el ection who represent the
precincts or the wards and townships within the district, if the
comrittee's chairperson and secretary certify the name of the
person selected to fill the vacancy by the tinme specified in this
division, at a neeting called for that purpose. The district
conm ttee neeting shall be called by the chairperson of the county

central committee or executive conmm ttee, as appropriate, who
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shal | give each nenber of the district conmittee at |east two
days' notice of the tinme, place, and purpose of the neeting. If a
majority of the nmenbers of the district comittee are present at
the district conmittee neeting, a majority of those present nmay
select a person to fill the vacancy. The chairperson and secretary
of the district commttee nmeeting shall certify in witing and
under oath to the board of the county, not |ater than four p.m of
the eighty-sixth day before the day of the general election, the
nane of the person selected to fill the vacancy. The certification
nust be acconpanied by the witten acceptance of the nonination by
t he person whose name is certified. A vacancy that may be filled
by an internediate or mnor political party shall be filled in
accordance with the party's rules by authorized officials of the
party. Certification nust be made as in the manner provided for a

maj or political party.

(E) If a person nominated in a primary el ection as a party
candi date for election at the next general election, whose
candi dacy is to be submitted to the electors of a subdivision
within a county, withdraws as that candidate or is disqualified as
t hat candi date under section 3513.052 of the Revised Code, the
vacancy in the party nom nation so created may be filled by a
subdi vi si on committee consisting of those nenbers of the county
central commttee or, if so authorized, those nenbers of the
county executive committee in that county of the major political
party that made the nomination at that prinmary el ection who
represent the precincts or the wards and townships within that
subdivision, if the conmttee's chairperson and secretary certify
the nanme of the person selected to fill the vacancy by the tine

specified in this division, at a nmeeting called for that purpose.

The subdi vision conmittee neeting shall be called by the
chai rperson of the county central conmmittee or executive

committee, as appropriate, who shall give each nmenber of the
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subdi vision comrittee at | east two days' notice of the tineg,

pl ace, and purpose of the neeting. If a majority of the nenbers of
the subdivision commttee are present at the subdivision comittee
neeting, a mpjority of those present may select a person to fill
the vacancy. The chairperson and secretary of the subdivision
conmttee neeting shall certify in witing and under oath to the
board of the county, not later than four p.m of the eighty-sixth
day before the day of the general election, the nane of the person
selected to fill the vacancy. The certification nust be
acconpani ed by the witten acceptance of the nomination by the
person whose nanme is certified. A vacancy that may be filled by an
intermediate or mnor political party shall be filled in
accordance with the party's rules by authorized officials of the
party. Certification nust be made in the manner provided for a

maj or political party.

(F) If a person nomnated by petition as an i ndependent or
nonparti san candi date for election at the next general election
wi thdraws as that candidate or is disqualified as that candi date
under section 3513.052 of the Revised Code, the vacancy so created
may be filled by a majority of the cormittee of five, as
designated on the candidate's nom nating petition, if a nenber of
that conmittee certifies in witing and under oath to the el ection
officials with whomthe candidate filed the candi date's nom nating
petition, not later than the eighty-sixth day before the day of
the general election, the nane of the person selected to fill the
vacancy. The certification shall be acconpanied by the witten
acceptance of the nom nation by the person whose nanme is certified
and shall be made in the manner provided for a major political

party.

(G If a person nominated in a primary election as a party
candi date for election at the next general election dies, the

vacancy so created may be filled by the same conmittee in the sane
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manner as provided in this section for the filling of sinmlar
vacanci es created by withdrawal s or disqualifications under
section 3513. 052 of the Revised Code, except that the
certification, when filling a vacancy created by death, may not be
filed with the secretary of state, or with a board of the nost
popul ous county of a district, or with the board of a county in
which the najor portion of the population of a subdivision is

| ocated, later than four p.m of the tenth day before the day of
such general election, or with any other board later than four

p.m of the fifth day before the day of such general election

(H If a person nom nated by petition as an i ndependent or
nonparti san candi date for election at the next general election
dies prior to the tenth day before the day of that genera
el ection, the vacancy so created nmay be filled by a majority of
the committee of five designated in the nominating petition to
represent the candidate naned init. To fill the vacancy a nenber
of the committee shall, not later than four p.m of the fifth day
before the day of the general election, file with the election
officials with whomthe petition nom nating the person was fil ed,
a certificate signed and sworn to under oath by a majority of the
nmenbers, designating the person they select to fill the vacancy.
The certification nust be acconpanied by the witten acceptance of

the nomi nation by the person whose nane is so certified.

(1) If a person holding an elective office dies or resigns
subsequent to the one hundred fifteenth day before the day of a
primary el ection and prior to the eighty-sixth day before the day
of the next general election, and if, under the laws of this
state, a person may be elected at that general election to fill
the unexpired termof the person who has died or resigned, the
appropriate conmittee of each political party, acting as in the
case of a vacancy in a party nom nation, as provided in divisions

(A) to (D) of this section, may select a person as the party
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candi date for election for such unexpired termat that genera

el ection, and certify the person's name to the appropriate

el ection official not later than four p.m on the eighty-sixth day
before the day of that general election, or on the tenth day
follow ng the day on which the vacancy occurs, whichever is |later
When t he vacancy occurs on or subsequent to the eighty-sixth day
and six or nore days prior to the #ifty-sixth fortieth day before

the general election, the appropriate comittee nmay sel ect a

person as the party candidate and certify the person's nane, as
provided in the preceding sentence, not later than four p.m on
the fiftieth tenth day following the day on which the vacancy

occurs. Wen the vacancy occurs fewer than six days before the

fortieth day before the general election. the deadline for filing

shall be four p.m on the thirty-sixth day before the general

el ection. Thereupon the name shall be printed as the party

candi date under proper titles and in the proper place on the
proper ballots for use at the election. If a person has been
nomnated in a primary election, the authorized comrittee of that
political party shall not select and certify a person as the party

candi dat e.

(J) Each person desiring to beconme an i ndependent candi date
to fill the unexpired termshall file a statenent of candi dacy and
noni nating petition, as provided in section 3513.261 of the
Revi sed Code, with the appropriate election official not |ater
than four p.m on the tenth day follow ng the day on which the
vacancy occurs, provided that when the vacancy occurs fewer than
si x days before the fifty-sixth day before the general election,
the deadline for filing shall be four p.m on the fiftieth day
before the general election. The nom nating petition shall contain
at | east seven hundred fifty signatures and no nore than one
thousand five hundred signatures of qualified electors of the
district, political subdivision, or portion of a political

subdi vision in which the office is to be voted upon, or the anount
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provided for in section 3513.257 of the Revised Code, whichever is

| ess.

(K) When a person nominated as a candidate by a politica
party in a primary election or by noninating petition for an
el ective office for which candi dates are nominated at a party
primary election withdraws, dies, or is disqualified under section
3513. 052 of the Revised Code prior to the general election, the
appropriate conmittee of any other major political party or
conmttee of five that has not nominated a candidate for that
of fice, or whose nom nee as a candidate for that office has
wi t hdrawn, died, or been disqualified wi thout the vacancy so
created having been filled, may, acting as in the case of a
vacancy in a party nom nation or nom nation by petition as
provided in divisions (A to (F) of this section, whichever is
appropriate, select a person as a candidate of that party or of

that commttee of five for election to the office.

Sec. 3515.04. At the tinme and place fixed for naking a
recount, the board of elections, in the presence of all observers
who may be in attendance, shall open the seal ed containers

containing the ballots to be recounted, and shall recount them -

therecount— Ballots shall be handled only by the nenbers of the

board or by the director or other enployees of the board.

(bservers shall be permtted to see the ballots, but they shal

not be permtted to touch them and the board shall not permt the
counting or tabul ation of votes shown on the ballots for any

noni nation, or for election to any office or position, or upon any

guestion or issue, other than the votes shown on such ballots for
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the nomi nation, election, question, or issue concerning which a

recount of ballots was applied for.

At any tine before the ballots fromall of the precincts
listed in an application for the recount or involved in a recount
pursuant to section 3515.011 of the Revised Code have been
recounted, the applicant or declared |osing candi date or nom nee
or each of the declared |osing candi dates or nom nees entitled to
file a request prior to the comencenent of a recount, as provided
in section 3515.03 of the Revised Code, nay file with the board a
witten request to stop the recount and not recount the ballots
fromthe precincts so listed that have not been recounted prior to
the time of the request. If, upon the request, the board finds
that results of the votes in the precincts recounted, if
substituted for the results of the votes in those precincts as
shown in the abstract of the votes in those precincts, would not
cause the applicant, if a person for whom votes were cast for
nom nation or election, to be declared nom nated or elected or if
an el ection upon a question or issue would not cause a result
contrary to the result as declared prior to such recount, it shall
grant the request and shall not recount the ballots of the
precincts listed in the application for recount that have not been
recounted prior to that time. If the board finds otherw se, it
shal |l deny the request and shall continue to recount ballots until
the ballots fromall of the precincts listed in the application
for recount have been recounted; provided that, if the request is
denied, it may be renewed fromtinme to tinme. Upon any such
renewal , the board shall consider and act upon the request in the
sanme manner as provided in this section in connection with an

original request.

n 1] 1] 1]
)
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Sec. 3515.08. (A) Except—as—otherwise providedinthis
divi-sion—the The nomination or election of any person to any

public office or party position or the approval or rejection of
any issue or question, submitted to the voters, nmay be contested

by qualified electors of the state or a political subdivision Fhe

(B) I'n the case of an office to be filled or an issue to be

determ ned by the voters of the entire state, or for judicial

of fices higher than that of court of comon pleas, or for an
office to be filled or an issue to be determ ned by the voters of
a district larger than a county, a contest shall be heard and
determ ned by the chief justice of the suprene court or a justice
of the suprene court assigned for that purpose by the chief
justice; except that, in a contest for the office of chief justice
of the supreme court, the contest shall be heard by a justice of

the suprene court designated by the governor.

(O In the case of all other offices or issues, except
judicial offices, contests shall be heard and deternined by a
judge of the court of common pleas of the county in which the
contest arose. In the case of a contest for a judicial office
within a county, the contest shall be heard by the court of
appeals of the district in which that county is located. If any
contestant alleges prejudice on the part of the judges of the
court of appeals or the court of common pleas assigned to hear a
contest, the chief justice of the supreme court, upon application

of any such contestant and for good cause shown, may assign judges
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from anot her court to hear the contest.

Sec. 3517.01. (A (1) Apolitical party within the neani ng of
Title XXXV of the Revised Code is any group of voters that, at the
nost recent regular state election, polled for its candidate for
governor in the state or nominees for presidential electors at
| east five per cent of the entire vote cast for that office or
that filed with the secretary of state, subsequent to any el ection
in which it received | ess than five per cent of that vote, a
petition signed by qualified electors equal in nunber to at | east
one per cent of the total vote for governor or nomi nees for
presidential electors at the nbost recent election, declaring their
intention of organizing a political party, the nane of which shal
be stated in the declaration, and of participating in the
succeeding prinmary election, held in even-nunbered years, that
occurs nore than ene—hundredtwenty ninety days after the date of
filing. No such group of electors shall assume a nane or
designation that is simlar, in the opinion of the secretary of
state, to that of an existing political party as to confuse or
nmslead the voters at an election. If any political party fails to
cast five per cent of the total vote cast at an election for the

of fice of governor or president, it shall cease to be a political
party.

(2) A canpaign conmittee shall be legally liable for any
debts, contracts, or expenditures incurred or executed inits

nane.

(B) Notw thstanding the definitions found in section 3501.01
of the Revised Code, as used in this section and sections 3517.08
to 3517.14, 3517.99, and 3517.992 of the Revi sed Code:

(1) "Campaign conmittee"” nmeans a candi date or a combination
of two or nore persons authorized by a candi date under section

3517.081 of the Revised Code to receive contributions and nake
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expendi t ures.

(2) "Canpaign treasurer" neans an individual appointed by a
candi dat e under section 3517.081 of the Revised Code.

(3) "Candi date" has the same neaning as in division (H of
section 3501.01 of the Revised Code and al so includes any person
who, at any tinme before or after an el ection, receives
contributions or makes expenditures or other use of contributions,
has gi ven consent for another to receive contributions or make
expendi tures or other use of contributions, or appoints a canpaign
treasurer, for the purpose of bringing about the person's
nom nation or election to public office. Wen two persons jointly
seek the offices of governor and |ieutenant governor, "candi date"
means the pair of candidates jointly. "Candi date" does not include
candi dates for election to the offices of menber of a county or
state central conmittee, presidential elector, and delegate to a

nati onal convention or conference of a political party.

(4) "Continuing association" neans an associ ation, other than
a canpaign commttee, political party, legislative canpaign fund,
political contributing entity, or |abor organization, that is
i ntended to be a permanent organi zation that has a prinmary purpose
ot her than supporting or opposing specific candidates, political
parties, or ballot issues, and that functions on a regular basis
t hroughout the year. "Continuing association" includes
organi zations that are determined to be not organi zed for profit
under subsection 501 and that are described in subsection
501(c)(3), 501(c)(4), or 501(c)(6) of the Internal Revenue Code.

(5) "Contribution" neans a loan, gift, deposit, forgiveness
of i ndebtedness, donation, advance, paynent, or transfer of funds
or anything of value, including a transfer of funds froman inter
vivos or testanmentary trust or decedent's estate, and the paynent
by any person other than the person to whomthe services are

rendered for the personal services of another person, which
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contribution is nmade, received, or used for the purpose of

i nfluencing the results of an election. Any loan, gift, deposit,
forgi veness of indebtedness, donation, advance, paynent, or
transfer of funds or of anything of value, including a transfer of
funds froman inter vivos or testanentary trust or decedent's
estate, and the paynment by any canpaign conmrmittee, politica
action conmttee, legislative canpaign fund, political party,
political contributing entity, or person other than the person to
whom t he services are rendered for the personal services of

anot her person, that is made, received, or used by a state or
county political party, other than nbneys a state or county
political party receives fromthe Chio political party fund
pursuant to section 3517.17 of the Revised Code and the noneys a
state or county political party may receive under sections

3517. 101, 3517.1012, and 3517.1013 of the Revi sed Code, shall be
considered to be a "contribution" for the purpose of section
3517.10 of the Revised Code and shall be included on a statenent

of contributions filed under that section
"Contribution" does not include any of the follow ng:

(a) Services provided w thout conpensation by individuals

volunteering a portion or all of their time on behalf of a person;
(b) Ordinary hone hospitality;

(c) The personal expenses of a volunteer paid for by that

vol unt eer canpai gn wor ker

(d) Any gift given to a state or county political party
pursuant to section 3517.101 of the Revised Code. As used in
division (B)(5)(d) of this section, "political party" neans only a

maj or political party;

(e) Any contribution as defined in section 3517.1011 of the
Revi sed Code that is nade, received, or used to pay the direct

costs of producing or airing an el ectioneering comuni cati on;

Page 271

8352
8353
8354
8355
8356
8357
8358
8359
8360
8361
8362
8363
8364
8365
8366
8367
8368
8369

8370

8371
8372

8373

8374
8375

8376
8377
8378
8379

8380
8381
8382



S. B. No. 20
As Introduced

(f) Any gift given to a state or county political party for
the party's restricted fund under division (A)(2) of section
3517. 1012 of the Revised Code;

(g) Any gift given to a state political party for deposit in
a Levin account pursuant to section 3517.1013 of the Revi sed Code.
As used in this division, "Levin account” has the same neani ng as

in that section.

(h) Any donation given to a transition fund under section
3517. 1014 of the Revised Code.

(6) "Expenditure" nmeans the disbursenent or use of a
contribution for the purpose of influencing the results of an
el ection or of making a charitable donation under division (G of
section 3517.08 of the Revised Code. Any disbursement or use of a
contribution by a state or county political party is an
expendi ture and shall be considered either to be nmade for the
pur pose of influencing the results of an election or to be made as
a charitable donation under division (G of section 3517.08 of the
Revi sed Code and shall be reported on a statenment of expenditures
filed under section 3517.10 of the Revised Code. During the thirty
days preceding a primary or general election, any disbursenent to
pay the direct costs of producing or airing a broadcast, cable, or
satellite communication that refers to a clearly identified
candi date shall be considered to be nmade for the purpose of
i nfluencing the results of that election and shall be reported as
an expenditure or as an independent expenditure under section
3517.10 or 3517.105 of the Revised Code, as applicable, except
that the information required to be reported regarding
contributors for those expenditures or independent expenditures
shal|l be the same as the information required to be reported under
divisions (D)(1) and (2) of section 3517.1011 of the Revi sed Code.

As used in this division, "broadcast, cable, or satellite

comuni cation" and "refers to a clearly identified candi date" have
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the same neanings as in section 3517.1011 of the Revised Code.

(7) "Personal expenses" includes, but is not limted to,
ordi nary expenses for accommodations, clothing, food, persona

not or vehicle or airplane, and home tel ephone.

(8) "Political action commttee" nmeans a conbi nati on of two
or nore persons, the primary or mmjor purpose of which is to
support or oppose any candidate, political party, or issue, or to
i nfluence the result of any election through express advocacy, and
that is not a political party, a canmpaign committee, a political
contributing entity, or a legislative canpaign fund. "Political

action committee" does not include either of the follow ng:

(a) A continuing association that nakes di sbursenments for the
direct costs of producing or airing electioneering comunications

and that does not engage in express advocacy;

(b) Apolitical club that is fornmed primarily for soci al
pur poses and that consists of one hundred nenbers or |ess, has
of ficers and periodic neetings, has |l ess than two thousand five
hundred dollars in its treasury at all times, and makes an
aggregate total contribution of one thousand dollars or |ess per

cal endar year.

(9) "Public office" means any state, county, nunici pal
township, or district office, except an office of a political
party, that is filled by an election and the offices of United

States senator and representative.

(10) "Anything of value" has the same meaning as in section
1. 03 of the Revised Code.

(11) "Beneficiary of a canpaign fund" neans a candi date, a
public official or enployee for whose benefit a canpai gn fund
exi sts, and any other person who has ever been a candi date or
public official or enployee and for whose benefit a canpaign fund

exi st s.
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(12) "Canpai gn fund" neans noney or other property, including

contri butions.

(13) "Public official or enployee" has the sanme nmeaning as in
section 102.01 of the Revised Code.

(14) "Caucus" neans all of the nenbers of the house of
representatives or all of the nmenbers of the senate of the genera

assenbly who are nenbers of the sane political party.

(15) "Legislative canpaign fund" neans a fund that is
established as an auxiliary of a state political party and

associ ated with one of the houses of the general assenbly.

(16) "In-kind contribution"” nmeans anything of val ue other
than noney that is used to influence the results of an el ection or
is transferred to or used in support of or in opposition to a
candi date, canpaign comrittee, |egislative campaign fund,
political party, political action comrittee, or political
contributing entity and that is made with the consent of, in
coordi nation, cooperation, or consultation with, or at the request
or suggestion of the benefited candi date, commttee, fund, party,
or entity. The financing of the dissem nation, distribution, or
republication, in whole or part, of any broadcast or of any
written, graphic, or other formof canpaign materials prepared by
the candi date, the candidate's canpaign committee, or their
aut hori zed agents is an in-kind contribution to the candi date and

an expenditure by the candi date.

(17) "I ndependent expenditure" nmeans an expenditure by a
person advocating the election or defeat of an identified
candi date or candidates, that is not nmade with the consent of, in
coordi nati on, cooperation, or consultation with, or at the request
or suggestion of any candi date or candi dates or of the canpaign
committee or agent of the candidate or candidates. As used in

division (B)(17) of this section
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(a) "Person" neans an individual, partnership, unincorporated
busi ness organi zati on or association, political action conmittee,
political contributing entity, separate segregated fund,
associ ation, or other organization or group of persons, but not a
| abor organi zati on or a corporation unless the | abor organization

or corporation is a political contributing entity.

(b) "Advocating" means any comruni cati on containi ng a nessage

advocating el ection or defeat.

(c) "ldentified candi date" neans that the nane of the
candi dat e appears, a photograph or drawi ng of the candi date
appears, or the identity of the candidate is otherw se apparent by

unanbi guous reference.

(d) "Made in coordination, cooperation, or consultation wth,
or at the request or suggestion of, any candi date or the canpaign
committee or agent of the candi date" nmeans made pursuant to any
arrangement, coordination, or direction by the candi date, the
candi date' s canpai gn conmittee, or the candidate's agent prior to
the publication, distribution, display, or broadcast of the
communi cation. An expenditure is presuned to be so nmade when it is

any of the follow ng:

(i) Based on infornmation about the candidate' s plans,
projects, or needs provided to the person nmaking the expenditure
by the candi date, or by the candidate's canpai gn conmittee or

agent, with a view toward having an expenditure nade;

(ii) Made by or through any person who is, or has been,
aut hori zed to rai se or expend funds, who is, or has been, an
of ficer of the candi date's canpaign comrittee, or who is, or has
been, receiving any form of compensation or reinbursenent fromthe

candi date or the candi date's canpaign commttee or agent;

(iii) Except as otherwi se provided in division (D) of section

3517. 105 of the Revised Code, nmade by a political party in support
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of a candidate, unless the expenditure is nade by a politica

party to conduct voter registration or voter education efforts.

(e) "Agent" neans any person who has actual oral or witten
authority, either express or inplied, to make or to authorize the
maki ng of expenditures on behalf of a candidate, or neans any
person who has been placed in a position with the candidate's
canpai gn conmttee or organization such that it woul d reasonably
appear that in the ordinary course of canpaign-related activities

the person nay authorize expenditures.

(18) "Labor organi zation" nmeans a | abor union; an enpl oyee
organi zation; a federation of |abor unions, groups, |ocals, or
ot her enpl oyee organi zations; an auxiliary of a l[abor union,
enpl oyee organi zation, or federation of |abor unions, groups,
| ocal s, or other enpl oyee organi zations; or any other bona fide
organi zation in which enpl oyees participate and that exists for
the purpose, in whole or in part, of dealing with enployers
concerni ng grievances, |abor disputes, wages, hours, and other

terms and conditions of enpl oynent.

(19) "Separate segregated fund" means a separate segregated

fund established pursuant to the Federal Election Canpaign Act.

(20) "Federal Election Canpaign Act" neans the "Federal
El ecti on Canpaign Act of 1971," 86 Stat. 11, 2 U. S.C A 431, et

seq., as amended.

(21) "Restricted fund" neans the fund a state or county
political party nust establish under division (A)(1) of section
3517. 1012 of the Revised Code.

(22) "El ectioneering conmuni cation" has the sane neaning as
in section 3517.1011 of the Revi sed Code.

(23) "Express advocacy" means a comruni cati on that contains
express words advocating the nom nation, election, or defeat of a

candi date or that contains express words advocating the adoption
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or defeat of a question or issue, as deternined by a final

j udgnment of a court of conpetent jurisdiction.

(24) "Political comittee" has the same neaning as in section
3517.1011 of the Revised Code.

(25) "Political contributing entity" means any entity,
including a corporation or |abor organization, that may |lawfully
make contributions and expenditures and that is not an individual
or a political action comittee, continuing association, canpaign
committee, political party, legislative canpaign fund, designated
state canpaign comittee, or state candidate fund. For purposes of
this division, "lawfully" nmeans not prohibited by any section of
the Revised Code, or authorized by a final judgnent of a court of

conmpetent jurisdiction.

Sec. 3517.012. When a petition neeting the requirenments of
section 3517.01 of the Revised Code declaring the intention to
organi ze a political party is filed with the secretary of state,
the new party comes into | egal existence on the date of filing and
is entitled to hold a prinmary election as set out in section
3513. 01 of the Revised Code, at the primary election, held in

even- nunbered years that occurs nore than ene—hundred-twenty
ninety days after the date of filing.

Sec. 3517.014. Those provisions of section 354339 3513. 05 of
the Revised Code relating to the determ nation of nmenbership in or
political affiliation with a party do not apply to persons
desiring to becone candi dates for party nonination of a newy
formed political party neeting the requirenents of sections
3517.011 and 3517.012 of the Revised Code at the first primary
held by that party in the even-nunbered year occurring subsequent

to the formation of that party.

Sec. 3517.015. Qualified electors who signed decl arati ons of
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candi dacy of persons desiring to becone candi dates for party

noni nation of a newy forned political party nmeeting the

requi rements of sections 3517.011 and 3517.012 of the Revised Code
at the first primary election held by that party in the

even- nunbered year subsequent to the party fornmati on are—net
subj-eet—to——seeti-on—3513—19of theRevised—Code—and shall, for the
pur pose of signing said declarations of candi dacy, be deened
menbers of the newly forned political party regardl ess of prior

political affiliations.

Sec. 3517.106. (A) As used in this section:

(1) "Statew de office" neans any of the offices of governor,
| i eut enant governor, secretary of state, auditor of state,
treasurer of state, attorney general, chief justice of the suprene

court, and justice of the suprene court.

(2) "Addendumto a statenent"” includes an anmendnent or ot her

correction to that statenent.

(B)(1) The secretary of state shall store on conputer the
informati on contained in statements of contributions and
expendi tures and nonthly statenments required to be filed under
section 3517.10 of the Revised Code and in statenments of
i ndependent expenditures required to be filed under section
3517. 105 of the Revised Code by any of the foll ow ng:

(a) The canpai gn conmittees of candi dates for statew de

of fice;

(b) The political action comiittees and political
contributing entities described in division (A)(1) of section
3517. 11 of the Revised Code;

(c) Legislative canpai gn funds;
(d) State political parties;

(e) Individuals, partnerships, corporations, |abor
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organi zations, or other entities that nmake i ndependent
expendi tures in support of or opposition to a statew de candi date

or a statewi de ballot issue or question;

(f) The canpaign committees of candidates for the office of

menber of the general assenbly;

(g) County political parties, with respect to their state

candi dat e funds.

(2) The secretary of state shall store on conputer the
i nformation contained in disclosure of electioneering
communi cations statenents required to be filed under section
3517.1011 of the Revised Code.

(3) The secretary of state shall store on conputer the
informati on contained in deposit and di sbursenent statenents
required to be filed with the office of the secretary of state
under section 3517.1012 of the Revised Code.

(4) The secretary of state shall store on conputer the gift
and di sbursenent information contained in statenments required to
be filed with the office of the secretary of state under section
3517. 1013 of the Revised Code.

(5) The secretary of state shall store on conputer the
informati on contained in donation and di sbursenent statements
required to be filed with the office of the secretary of state
under section 3517.1014 of the Revised Code.

(O (1) The secretary of state shall nake available to the
campai gn committees, political action conmittees, political
contributing entities, |egislative canpaign funds, political
parties, individuals, partnerships, corporations, |abor
organi zations, treasurers of transition funds, and other entities
described in division (B) of this section, and to nenbers of the
news nedi a and other interested persons, for a reasonable fee,

computer progranms that are conpatible with the secretary of
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state's nmethod of storing the infornation contained in the

st at enent s.

(2) The secretary of state shall make the information
required to be stored under division (B) of this section avail able
on conputer at the secretary of state's office so that, to the
maxi mum extent feasible, individuals may obtain at the secretary
of state's office any part or all of that information for any
given year, subject to the lintation expressed in division (D) of

this section.

(D) The secretary of state shall keep the information stored
on conputer under division (B) of this section for at |east six

years.

(E) (1) Subject to division (L) of this section and subject to
the secretary of state having inplenented, tested, and verified
the successful operation of any systemthe secretary of state
prescribes pursuant to division (H (1) of this section and
divisions (CQ(6)(b) and (D)(6) of section 3517.10 of the Revised
Code for the filing of canpaign finance statements by el ectronic
means of transm ssion, the canpaign conmittee of each candi date
for statewide office may file the statenents prescribed by section
3517.10 of the Revised Code by el ectronic nmeans of transn ssion
or, if the total anpbunt of the contributions received or the tota
anount of the expenditures nade by the canpaign conmittee for the
applicable reporting period as specified in division (A of
section 3517.10 of the Revised Code exceeds ten thousand doll ars,

shall file those statenents by el ectronic nmeans of transm ssion

Except as otherwi se provided in this division, within five
busi ness days after a statenment filed by a canpaign comrittee of a
candi date for statewide office is received by the secretary of
state by electronic or other nmeans of transm ssion, the secretary
of state shall make available online to the public through the

internet, as provided in division (I) of this section, the
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contribution and expenditure information in that statenent. The
secretary of state shall not nmake available online to the public
through the internet any contribution or expenditure infornmation
contained in a statenent for any candidate until the secretary of
state is able to make available online to the public through the
internet the contribution and expenditure information for al

candi dates for a particular office, or until the applicable filing
deadline for that statenment has passed, whichever is sooner. As
soon as the secretary of state has available all of the
contribution and expenditure information for all candidates for a
particular office, or as soon as the applicable filing deadline
for a statenment has passed, whichever is sooner, the secretary of
state shall simnultaneously nmake avail able online to the public
through the internet the information for all candi dates for that

of fice.

If a statenment filed by electronic neans of transnission is
found to be inconplete or inaccurate after the exam nation of the
statenent for conpl eteness and accuracy pursuant to division
(B)(3)(a) of section 3517.11 of the Revised Code, the canpaign
conmttee shall file by electronic nmeans of transm ssion any
addendumto the statenent that provides the information necessary
to conplete or correct the statenent or, if required by the

secretary of state under that division, an anmended st atenent.

Wthin five business days after the secretary of state
receives froma canpaign comittee of a candidate for statew de
of fice an addendumto the statenent or an anended statenent by
el ectronic or other means of transm ssion under this division or
division (B)(3)(a) of section 3517.11 of the Revised Code, the
secretary of state shall make the contribution and expenditure
information in the addendum or anended statement avail able online
to the public through the internet as provided in division (1) of

this section.
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(2) Subject to the secretary of state having inpl enented,
tested, and verified the successful operation of any systemthe
secretary of state prescribes pursuant to division (H)(1) of this
section and divisions (C(6)(b) and (D)(6) of section 3517.10 of
the Revised Code for the filing of campaign finance statenents by
el ectronic neans of transm ssion, a political action conmttee and
a political contributing entity described in division (B)(1)(b) of
this section, a legislative canpaign fund, and a state political
party may file the statenents prescribed by section 3517.10 of the
Revi sed Code by el ectronic neans of transnmission or, if the tota
amount of the contributions received or the total ampbunt of the
expendi tures made by the political action comrittee, politica
contributing entity, |egislative canmpaign fund, or state political
party for the applicable reporting period as specified in division
(A) of section 3517.10 of the Revised Code exceeds ten thousand
dollars, shall file those statenents by el ectronic neans of

transm ssi on.

Wthin five business days after a statenent filed by a
political action conmittee or a political contributing entity
described in division (B)(1)(b) of this section, a |legislative
canpai gn fund, or a state political party is received by the
secretary of state by electronic or other neans of transni ssion,
the secretary of state shall make available online to the public
through the internet, as provided in division (1) of this section,

the contribution and expenditure information in that statenent.

If a statenment filed by electronic nmeans of transnission is
found to be inconmplete or inaccurate after the exam nation of the
statenment for conpl eteness and accuracy pursuant to division
(B)(3)(a) of section 3517.11 of the Revised Code, the politica
action committee, political contributing entity, |egislative
canmpai gn fund, or state political party shall file by electronic

nmeans of transm ssion any addendumto the statenment that provides
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the infornati on necessary to conplete or correct the statenent or
if required by the secretary of state under that division, an

amended st at enent.

Wthin five business days after the secretary of state
receives froma political action conmttee or a politica
contributing entity described in division (B)(1)(b) of this
section, a legislative canpaign fund, or a state political party
an addendumto the statenment or an anmended statenent by el ectronic
or other means of transm ssion under this division or division
(B)(3)(a) of section 3517.11 of the Revised Code, the secretary of
state shall make the contribution and expenditure information in
t he addendum or anended statenent available online to the public

through the internet as provided in division (I) of this section.

(3) Subject to the secretary of state having inplenmented,
tested, and verified the successful operation of any systemthe
secretary of state prescribes pursuant to division (H)(1) of this
section and divisions (C(6)(b) and (D)(6) of section 3517.10 of
the Revised Code for the filing of canpaign finance statenents by
el ectronic neans of transm ssion, a county political party shal
file the statenents prescribed by section 3517.10 of the Revised
Code with respect to its state candidate fund by el ectronic neans

of transmi ssion to the office of the secretary of state.

Wthin five business days after a statenment filed by a county
political party with respect to its state candidate fund is
received by the secretary of state by el ectronic neans of
transni ssion, the secretary of state shall nake avail able online
to the public through the internet, as provided in division (1) of
this section, the contribution and expenditure information in that

statenent.

If a statenment is found to be inconplete or inaccurate after
the exani nation of the statenent for conpl eteness and accuracy

pursuant to division (B)(3)(a) of section 3517.11 of the Revised

Page 283

8726
8727
8728

8729
8730
8731
8732
8733
8734
8735
8736
8737
8738

8739
8740
8741
8742
8743
8744
8745
8746
8747

8748
8749
8750
8751
8752
8753
8754

8755
8756
8757



S. B. No. 20
As Introduced

Code, a county political party shall file by electronic nmeans of
transm ssion any addendumto the statenent that provides the

i nformati on necessary to conplete or correct the statenment or, if
required by the secretary of state under that division, an anended

st at enent .

Wthin five business days after the secretary of state
receives froma county political party an addendumto the
statenent or an anended statenent by el ectronic neans of
transm ssion under this division or division (B)(3)(a) of section
3517.11 of the Revised Code, the secretary of state shall nmake the
contribution and expenditure information in the addendum or
amended statenent available online to the public through the

internet as provided in division (1) of this section.

(F)(1) Subject to division (L) of this section and subject to
the secretary of state having inplenented, tested, and verified
the successful operation of any systemthe secretary of state
prescribes pursuant to division (H) (1) of this section and
divisions (C)(6)(b) and (D)(6) of section 3517.10 of the Revised
Code for the filing of canpaign finance statenments by el ectronic
means of transm ssion, a canpaign conmittee of a candidate for the
of fice of menber of the general assenbly or a campaign comrittee
of a candidate for the office of judge of a court of appeals nay
file the statenents prescribed by section 3517.10 of the Revised
Code in accordance with division (A)(2) of section 3517.11 of the
Revi sed Code or by electronic nmeans of transmission to the office
of the secretary of state or, if the total anount of the
contributions received by the canmpaign committee for the
applicable reporting period as specified in division (A) of
section 3517.10 of the Revised Code exceeds ten thousand doll ars,
shall file those statenents by electronic nmeans of transm ssion to

the office of the secretary of state.

Except as otherwi se provided in this division, within five
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busi ness days after a statenent filed by a canpaign conmmittee of a
candi date for the office of nmenber of the general assenbly or a
canmpai gn committee of a candidate for the office of judge of a
court of appeals is received by the secretary of state by

el ectronic or other neans of transmission, the secretary of state
shall make available online to the public through the internet, as
provided in division (1) of this section, the contribution and
expenditure information in that statenent. The secretary of state
shall not make available online to the public through the internet
any contribution or expenditure informati on contained in a
statenent for any candidate until the secretary of state is able
to make available online to the public through the internet the
contribution and expenditure information for all candidates for a
particular office, or until the applicable filing deadline for
that statenent has passed, whichever is sooner. As soon as the
secretary of state has available all of the contribution and
expenditure information for all candidates for a particul ar

of fice, or as soon as the applicable filing deadline for a

st at enent has passed, whichever is sooner, the secretary of state
shal | simultaneously nmake avail able online to the public through

the internet the information for all candidates for that office.

If a statement filed by electronic neans of transnission is
found to be inconplete or inaccurate after the exam nation of the
statenent for conpl eteness and accuracy pursuant to division
(B)(3)(a) of section 3517.11 of the Revised Code, the canpaign
committee shall file by electronic neans of transmission to the
office of the secretary of state any addendumto the statenent
that provides the informati on necessary to conplete or correct the
statenment or, if required by the secretary of state under that

di vi si on, an anended st at enent.

Wthin five business days after the secretary of state

receives froma canpaign conmrittee of a candidate for the office
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of menmber of the general assenbly or a canpaign comrittee of a
candi date for the office of judge of a court of appeals an
addendumto the statenment or an anended statenment by el ectronic or
ot her nmeans of transm ssion under this division or division
(B)(3)(a) of section 3517.11 of the Revised Code, the secretary of
state shall make the contribution and expenditure information in

t he addendum or anended statenent available online to the public

through the internet as provided in division (1) of this section.

(2) If a statenent, addendum or anended statenent is not
filed by electronic nmeans of transmi ssion to the office of the
secretary of state but is filed by printed version only under
division (A)(2) of section 3517.11 of the Revised Code with the
appropriate board of elections, the canmpaign committee of a
candi date for the office of nmenber of the general assenbly or a
canmpai gn committee of a candidate for the office of judge of a
court of appeals shall file two copies of the printed version of
the statenment, addendum or anended statenment with the board of
el ections. The board of elections shall send one of those copies

by eertified mail or electronic mail to the secretary of state

before the cl ose of business on the day the board of elections

recei ves the statenent, addendum or anended statenent.

(G Subject to the secretary of state having inpl enented,
tested, and verified the successful operation of any systemthe
secretary of state prescribes pursuant to division (H)(1) of this
section and divisions (C(6)(b) and (D)(6) of section 3517.10 of
the Revised Code for the filing of campaign finance statenents by
el ectronic neans of transm ssion, any individual, partnership, or
other entity that makes independent expenditures in support of or
opposition to a statewi de candidate or a statew de ballot issue or
guestion as provided in division (B)(2)(b) or (©(2)(b) of section
3517.105 of the Revised Code nay file the statenment specified in

that division by electronic nmeans of transmission or, if the total
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anount of independent expenditures made during the reporting
peri od under that division exceeds ten thousand dollars, shal
file the statenent specified in that division by electronic neans

of transm ssion.

Wthin five business days after a statenment filed by an
i ndi vidual, partnership, or other entity is received by the
secretary of state by electronic or other neans of transm ssion,
the secretary of state shall make available online to the public
through the internet, as provided in division (1) of this section,

the expenditure information in that statenent.

If a statenment filed by electronic nmeans of transnission is
found to be inconmplete or inaccurate after the exam nation of the
statenent for conpl eteness and accuracy pursuant to division
(B)(3)(a) of section 3517.11 of the Revised Code, the individual
partnership, or other entity shall file by electronic neans of
transm ssion any addendumto the statenent that provides the
i nformati on necessary to conplete or correct the statenent or, if
required by the secretary of state under that division, an anended

statenent.

Wthin five business days after the secretary of state
receives froman individual, partnership, or other entity
described in division (B)(2)(b) or (O (2)(b) of section 3517.105
of the Revised Code an addendumto the statenment or an anended
statenent by electronic or other neans of transm ssion under this
division or division (B)(3)(a) of section 3517.11 of the Revised
Code, the secretary of state shall mmke the expenditure
information in the addendum or anended statenent avail able online
to the public through the internet as provided in division (I) of

this section.

(H (1) The secretary of state, by rule adopted pursuant to
section 3517.23 of the Revised Code, shall prescribe one or nore

techni ques by which a person who executes and transmts by
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el ectronic neans a statenment of contributions and expenditures, a
st at enent of independent expenditures, a disclosure of

el ecti oneering communi cati ons statenent, a deposit and

di sbursenent statenent, a gift and di sbursenent statenent, or a
donati on and di sbursenent statenent, an addendumto any of those
statenments, an anended statenment of contributions and

expendi tures, an amended statenent of independent expenditures, an
anended di scl osure of el ectioneering comruni cati ons statenent, an
anended deposit and di sbursenent statenent, an anended gift and
di sbursenent statenent, or an anended donation and di sbursenent
statenent, under this section or section 3517.10, 3517. 105,
3517.1011, 3517.1012, 3517.1013, or 3517.1014 of the Revised Code
shall electronically sign the statenment, addendum or anended
statenment. Any technique prescribed by the secretary of state
pursuant to this division shall create an electronic signature

that satisfies all of the follow ng:
(a) It is unique to the signer
(b) It objectively identifies the signer.

(c) It involves the use of a signature device or other neans
or method that is under the sole control of the signer and that

cannot be readily duplicated or conprom sed.

(d) It is created and linked to the electronic record to
which it relates in a manner that, if the record or signature is
intentionally or unintentionally changed after signing, the

el ectronic signature is invalidated.

(2) An electronic signature prescribed by the secretary of
state under division (H)(1) of this section shall be attached to
or associated with the statenent of contributions and
expendi tures, the statenent of independent expenditures, the
di scl osure of el ectioneering conmunications statenent, the deposit

and di sbursenent statenent, the gift and di sbursenent statenent,
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or the donation and di sbursenent statenment, the addendumto any of
t hose statenents, the anended statenent of contributions and
expendi tures, the amended statenent of independent expenditures,
the anended di scl osure of el ectioneering conmunications statenent,
t he amended deposit and di sbursenent statenment, the anended gift
and di sbursenment statenent, or the anmended donation and

di sbursenent statenment that is executed and transmtted by

el ectronic nmeans by the person to whomthe el ectronic signature is
attributed. The electronic signature that is attached to or
associated with the statenent, addendum or anended statenent
under this division shall be binding on all persons and for al

pur poses under the canpaign finance reporting law as if the

signature had been handwitten in ink on a printed form

(1) The secretary of state shall nake the contribution and
expendi ture, the contribution and di sbursenent, the deposit and
di sbursenent, the gift and di sbursenent, or the donation and
di sbursenent information in all statenments, all addenda to the
statenments, and all anmended statenents that are filed with the
secretary of state by electronic or other means of transm ssion
under this section or section 3517.10, 3517.105, 3517.1011,
3517.1012, 3517.1013, 3517.1014, or 3517.11 of the Revised Code
avail able online to the public by any means that are searchabl e,

vi ewabl e, and accessi ble through the internet.

(J)(1) As used in this division, "library" nmeans a library

that is open to the public and that is one of the follow ng:

(a) Alibrary that is maintained and regul ated under section
715. 13 of the Revised Code;

(b) Alibrary that is created, naintained, and regul at ed
under Chapter 3375. of the Revised Code.

(2) The secretary of state shall notify all libraries of the

| ocation on the internet at which the contribution and

Page 289

8917
8918
8919
8920
8921
8922
8923
8924
8925
8926
8927
8928
8929

8930
8931
8932
8933
8934
8935
8936
8937
8938
8939

8940
8941

8942
8943

8944
8945

8946
8947



S. B. No. 20
As Introduced

expendi ture, contribution and di sbursenent, deposit and

di sbursenent, gift and di sbursenent, or donation and di sbursenent
information in canpaign finance statenments required to be nmade
avail able online to the public through the internet pursuant to

division (lI) of this section may be accessed.

If that location is part of the world wide web and if the
secretary of state has notified a |ibrary of that world w de web
| ocation as required by this division, the library shall include a
link to that world wi de web | ocation on each internet-connected

computer it nmaintains that is accessible to the public.

(3) If the systemthe secretary of state prescribes for the
filing of canpaign finance statenments by electronic nmeans of
transm ssion pursuant to division (H(1) of this section and
divisions (Q(6)(b) and (D)(6) of section 3517.10 of the Revised
Code includes filing those statenents through the internet via the
worl d wi de web, the secretary of state shall notify all libraries
of the world wi de web |ocation at which those statenents nay be
filed.

If those statenents may be filed through the internet via the
world wide web and if the secretary of state has notified a
library of that world wide web location as required by this
division, the library shall include a link to that world w de web
| ocation on each internet-connected conputer it maintains that is

accessible to the public.

(K) It is an affirmative defense to a conplaint or charge
brought agai nst any canpaign comrittee, political action
conm ttee, political contributing entity, |egislative canpaign
fund, or political party, any individual, partnership, or other
entity, any person nmaking di sbursenents to pay the direct costs of
produci ng or airing el ectioneering comunications, or any
treasurer of a transition fund, for the failure to file by

el ectroni ¢ means of transnission a canpaign finance statenent as
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required by this section or section 3517.10, 3517.105, 3517.1011,
3517.1012, 3517.1013, or 3517.1014 of the Revised Code that all of
the following apply to the canpaign comrittee, political action
conmttee, political contributing entity, |egislative canpaign
fund, or political party, the individual, partnership, or other
entity, the person nmaking di sbursenents to pay the direct costs of
producing or airing el ectioneering comuni cations, or the

treasurer of a transition fund that failed to so file:

(1) The canpaign conmittee, political action conmmttee,
political contributing entity, legislative canpaign fund, or
political party, the individual, partnership, or other entity, the
person meki ng di sbursenents to pay the direct costs of producing
or airing electioneering conmunications, or the treasurer of a
transition fund attenpted to file by electronic neans of
transm ssion the required statenent prior to the deadline set

forth in the applicable section.

(2) The canpaign conmittee, political action conmmttee,
political contributing entity, |egislative canpaign fund, or
political party, the individual, partnership, or other entity, the
person meki ng di sbursenments to pay the direct costs of producing
or airing electioneering comruni cations, or the treasurer of a
transition fund was unable to file by el ectronic neans of
transm ssion due to an expected or unexpected shutdown of the
whol e or part of the electronic canpaign finance statenment-filing
system such as for naintenance or because of hardware, software,

or network connection failure.

(3) The canpaign conmittee, political action commttee,
political contributing entity, |legislative canpaign fund, or
political party, the individual, partnership, or other entity, the
person maki ng di sbursenents to pay the direct costs of producing
or airing electioneering conmunications, or the treasurer of a

transition fund filed by el ectronic nmeans of transm ssion the
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required statement within a reasonable period of tine after being
unable to so file it under the circunstance described in division
(K)y(2) of this section

(L)(1) The secretary of state shall adopt rules pursuant to
Chapter 119. of the Revised Code to permt a canpaign comrittee of
a candidate for statewi de office that makes expenditures of |ess
than twenty-five thousand dollars during the filing period or a
canmpaign committee for the office of nenber of the genera
assenbly or the office of judge of a court of appeals that would
otherwi se be required to file canpaign finance statenents by
el ectronic neans of transm ssion under division (E) or (F) of this
section to file those statenments by paper with the office of the
secretary of state. Those rules shall provide for all of the

foll ow ng:

(a) An eligible canpaign comrittee that wishes to file a
canpai gn finance statenment by paper instead of by el ectronic neans
of transnission shall file the statenment on paper with the office
of the secretary of state not sooner than twenty-four hours after
the end of the filing period set forth in section 3517.10 of the

Revi sed Code that is covered by the applicable statenent.

(b) The statenent shall be acconpanied by a fee, the anount
of which the secretary of state shall determine by rule. The
amount of the fee established under this division shall not exceed
the data entry and data verification costs the secretary of state
will incur to convert the information on the statenment to an

el ectronic format as required under division (1) of this section.

(c) The secretary of state shall arrange for the information
in canpai gn finance statenents filed pursuant to division (L) of
this section to be nmade avail able online to the public through the
internet in the sane manner, and at the sane tinmes, as infornmation
is made avail abl e under divisions (E), (F), and (1) of this

section for candi dates whose canpaign commttees file those
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statenents by el ectronic nmeans of transm ssion

(d) The candidate of an eligible canpaign conmittee that
intends to file a canpaign finance statenent pursuant to division
(L) of this section shall file a notice indicating that the
candi date' s canpaign conmittee intends to so file and stating that
filing the statement by el ectronic neans of transm ssion woul d
constitute a hardship for the candidate or for the eligible

campai gn committee.

(e) An eligible canpaign conmittee that files a canpaign
fi nance statenent on paper pursuant to division (L) of this
section shall review the contribution and information nade
avail able online by the secretary of state with respect to that
paper filing and shall notify the secretary of state of any errors
wWith respect to that filing that appear in the data nade avail abl e

on that web site.

(f) If an eligible canpaign committee whose candi date has
filed a notice in accordance with rul es adopted under division
(L)(1)(d) of this section subsequently fails to file that
statenent on paper by the applicable deadline established in rules
adopt ed under division (L)(1)(a) of this section, penalties for
the late filing of the canpaign finance statenent shall apply to
that canpaign commttee for each day after that paper filing
deadline, as if the canpaign conmittee had filed the statenent
after the applicable deadline set forth in division (A) of section
3517. 10 of the Revised Code.

(2) The process for pernitting canmpaign conmittees that would
otherwi se be required to file campai gn finance statenents by
el ectronic neans of transmission to file those statenents on paper
with the office of the secretary of state that is required to be
devel oped under division (L)(1) of this section shall be in effect
and available for use by eligible canmpaign committees for al

campai gn finance statenents that are required to be filed on or
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after June 30, 2005. Notwithstanding any provision of the Revised
Code to the contrary, if the process the secretary of state is
required to devel op under division (L)(1) of this section is not
in effect and available for use on and after June 30, 2005, al
penalties for the failure of canpaign conmittees to file canpaign
finance statements by el ectronic neans of transm ssion shall be
suspended until such tinme as that process is in effect and

avai |l abl e for use.

(3) Notwi thstandi ng any provision of the Revised Code to the
contrary, any eligible canpaign conmttee that files canpaign
fi nance statenents on paper with the office of the secretary of
state pursuant to division (L)(1) of this section shall be deened
to have filed those campai gn finance statenments by el ectronic

nmeans of transmission to the office of the secretary of state.

Sec. 3517.11. (A) (1) Canpaign committees of candidates for
statewi de office or the state board of education, political action
committees or political contributing entities that make
contributions to canmpaign committees of candidates that are
required to file the statements prescribed by section 3517.10 of
the Revised Code with the secretary of state, political action
comrittees or political contributing entities that nake
contributions to canpaign committees of candidates for nmenber of
the general assenbly, political action conmittees or political
contributing entities that nake contributions to state and
national political parties and to |egislative canpaign funds,
political action conmittees or political contributing entities
that receive contributions or make expenditures in connection with
a statewi de ballot issue, political action commttees or political
contributing entities that make contributions to other political
action comittees or political contributing entities, political
parties, and canpaign conmttees, except as set forth in division

(A)(3) of this section, |egislative canpaign funds, and state and
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national political parties shall file the statenments prescribed by

section 3517.10 of the Revised Code with the secretary of state.

(2) (a) Except as otherw se provided in division (F) of
section 3517.106 of the Revised Code, canpaign comittees of
candidates for all other offices shall file the statenents
prescribed by section 3517.10 of the Revised Code with the board
of elections where their candidates are required to file their

petitions or other papers for nomnation or election.

(b) A canpaign conmittee of a candidate for office of nenber
of the general assenmbly or a canpaign conmittee of a candidate for
the office of judge of a court of appeals shall file two copies of
the printed version of any statenent, addendum or anended
statement if the conmttee does not file pursuant to division
(F)(1) or (L) of section 3517.106 of the Revised Code but files by
printed version only with the appropriate board of elections. The

board of elections shall send one of those copies by eertified

mail or electronic nail to the secretary of state before the close
of business on the day the board of elections receives the

statenent, addendum or anended st atenent.

(3) Political action conmttees or political contributing
entities that only contribute to a county political party,
contribute to canpaign conmittees of candi dates whose nom nation
or election is to be submitted only to electors within a county,
subdi vision, or district, excluding candi dates for nmenber of the
general assenbly, and receive contributions or make expenditures
in connection with ballot questions or issues to be subnitted only
to electors within a county, subdivision, or district shall file
the statenments prescribed by section 3517.10 of the Revi sed Code
with the board of elections in that county or in the county
contained in whole or part within the subdivision or district
havi ng a popul ation greater than that of any other county

contained in whole or part within that subdivision or district, as
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the case nay be.

(4) Except as otherwi se provided in division (E)(3) of
section 3517.106 of the Revised Code with respect to state
candi date funds, county political parties shall file the
statenents prescribed by section 3517.10 of the Revised Code with

the board of elections of their respective counties.

(B)(1) The official with whom petitions and ot her papers for
noni nation or election to public office are filed shall furnish
each candidate at the tinme of that filing a copy of sections
3517.01, 3517.08 to 3517.11, 3517.13 to 3517.993, 3599.03, and
3599. 031 of the Revised Code and any other materials that the
secretary of state may require. Each candi date receiving the

materials shall acknow edge their receipt in witing.

(2) On or before the tenth day before the dates on which
statenents are required to be filed by section 3517.10 of the
Revi sed Code, every candi date subject to the provisions of this
section and sections 3517.10 and 3517. 106 of the Revised Code
shall be notified of the requirenents and applicable penalties of
those sections. The secretary of state, by certified mail, return
recei pt requested, shall notify all candidates required to file
those statements with the secretary of state's office. The board
of elections of every county shall notify by first class nmail any
candi date who has personally appeared at the office of the board
on or before the tenth day before the statenments are required to
be filed and signed a form to be provided by the secretary of
state, attesting that the candi date has been notified of the
candi date' s obligations under the canpaign finance | aw. The board
shall forward the conpleted formto the secretary of state. The
board shall use certified mail, return receipt requested, to
notify all other candidates required to file those statenents with
it.

(3)(a) Any statenent required to be filed under sections
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3517.081 to 3517.17 of the Revised Code that is found to be

i nconpl ete or inaccurate by the officer to whomit is subnitted
shall be accepted on a conditional basis, and the person who filed
it shall be notified by certified mail as to the inconplete or

i naccurate nature of the statement. The secretary of state nay
exam ne statenents filed for candidates for the office of nmenber
of the general assenbly and candi dates for the office of judge of
a court of appeals for conpl eteness and accuracy. The secretary of
state shall exam ne for conpl eteness and accuracy statenents that
canmpai gn comittees of candidates for the office of nenber of the
general assenbly and canpai gn committees of candidates for the

of fice of judge of a court of appeals file pursuant to division
(F) or (L) of section 3517.106 of the Revised Code. If an officer
at the board of elections where a statenent filed for a candidate
for the office of nmenber of the general assenbly or for a

candi date for the office of judge of a court of appeals was
subnitted finds the statement to be inconplete or inaccurate, the
of ficer shall immediately notify the secretary of state of its
inconpl ete or inaccurate nature. |If either an officer at the board
of elections or the secretary of state finds a statenent filed for
a candidate for the office of menber of the general assenbly or
for a candidate for the office of judge of a court of appeals to
be inconplete or inaccurate, only the secretary of state shal

send the notification as to the inconplete or inaccurate nature of

t he statenent.

Wthin twenty-one days after receipt of the notice, in the
case of a pre-election statenent, a postelection statenent, a
mont hly statenent, an annual statenment, or a sem annual statenment
prescribed by section 3517.10, an annual statenent prescribed by
section 3517.101, or a statenent prescribed by division (B)(2)(b)
or (O (2)(b) of section 3517.105 or section 3517.107 of the
Revi sed Code, the recipient shall file an addendum anendnent, or

ot her correction to the statement providing the information
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necessary to conplete or correct the statenent. The secretary of
state may require that, in lieu of filing an addendum anendnent,
or other correction to a statenent that is filed by electronic

nmeans of transmission to the office of the secretary of state

pursuant to section 3517.106 of the Revised Code, the recipient of

the notice described in this division file by electronic nmeans of
transmi ssion an anended statement that incorporates the

i nformati on necessary to conplete or correct the statenent.

The secretary of state shall determ ne by rule when an
addendum anendnent, or other correction to any of the follow ng
or when an anended statenent of any of the follow ng shall be
filed:

(i) A two-business-day statement prescribed by section
3517.10 of the Revi sed Code;

(ii) A disclosure of electioneering conmunications statenment
prescribed by division (D) of section 3517.1011 of the Revised
Code;

(iii) A deposit and di sbursenent statenent prescribed under
division (B) of section 3517.1012 of the Revised Code;

(iv) Agift and disbursenment statenent prescribed under
section 3517.1013 of the Revised Code;

(v) A donation and di shursenent statenent prescribed under
section 3517.1014 of the Revised Code.

An addendum anendnent, or other correction to a statenent
that is filed by electronic nmeans of transm ssion pursuant to
section 3517.106 of the Revised Code shall be filed in the sane

manner as the statenent.

The provisions of sections 3517.10, 3517.106, 3517.1011,

3517.1012, 3517.1013, and 3517.1014 of the Revised Code pertaining

to the filing of statements of contributions and expenditures,

Page 298

9205
9206
9207
9208
9209
9210
9211
9212

9213
9214
9215
9216

9217
9218

9219
9220
9221

9222
9223

9224
9225

9226
9227

9228
9229
9230
9231

9232
9233
9234



S. B. No. 20
As Introduced

statenents of independent expenditures, disclosure of

el ectioneering communi cati ons statenents, deposit and di sbursenent
statenents, gift and di sbursenment statenents, and donation and

di sbursenent statenents by el ectronic nmeans of transm ssion apply
to the filing of addenda, anmendnents, or other corrections to
those statenents by el ectronic nmeans of transnission and the

filing of amended statenments by el ectronic means of transni ssion

(b) Wthin five business days after the secretary of state
receives, by electronic or other means of transmni ssion, an
addendum anendnent, or other correction to a statenent or an
anended statement under division (B)(3)(a) of this section, the
secretary of state, pursuant to divisions (E), (F), (Q, and (I)
of section 3517.106 or division (D) of section 3517.1011 of the
Revi sed Code, shall nmke the contribution and expenditure,
contribution and di sbursenent, deposit and disbursenent, gift and
di sbursenment, or donation and di sbursenent information in that
addendum anendnent, correction, or anended statenent avail able

online to the public through the internet.

(4)(a) The secretary of state or the board of el ections shal
exam ne all statements for conpliance with sections 3517.08 to
3517.17 of the Revised Code.

(b) The secretary of state nmay contract with an individual or
entity not associated with the secretary of state and experienced
ininterpreting the canpaign finance law of this state to conduct
exam nations of statements filed by any statew de candi date, as
defined in section 3517.103 of the Revised Code.

(c) The exam nation shall be conducted by a person or entity
gqualified to conduct it. The results of the exam nation shall be
avai l able to the public, and, when the exam nation is conducted by
an individual or entity not associated with the secretary of
state, the results of the examination shall be reported to the

secretary of state.
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(O(1) In the event of a failure to file or a late filing of
a statement required to be filed under sections 3517.081 to
3517.17 of the Revised Code, or if a filed statenent or any
addendum anendnment, or other correction to a statenent or any
amended statenent, if an addendum amendnent, or other correction
or an anended statenent is required to be filed, is inconplete or
i naccurate or appears to disclose a failure to conply with or a
violation of law, the official whose duty it is to exanm ne the
statenent shall pronptly file a conplaint with the Chio el ections
conmmi ssi on under section 3517.153 of the Revised Code if the |aw
is one over which the conm ssion has jurisdiction to hear
conplaints, or the official shall pronptly report the failure or
violation to the board of elections and the board shall pronptly
report it to the prosecuting attorney in accordance wth division
(J) of section 3501.11 of the Revised Code. If the official files
a complaint with the conmm ssion, the comr ssion shall proceed in
accordance with sections 3517.154 to 3517.157 of the Revised Code.

(2) For purposes of division (C (1) of this section, a
statenment or an addendum anmendnent, or other correction to a
statenent or an anended statenent required to be filed under
sections 3517.081 to 3517.17 of the Revised Code is inconplete or
i naccurate under this section if the statenent, addendum
amendnent, other correction, or amended statenent fails to
di scl ose substantially all contributions, gifts, or donations that
are received or deposits that are nmade that are required to be
reported under sections 3517.10, 3517.107, 3517.108, 3517.1011,
3517.1012, 3517.1013, and 3517.1014 of the Revised Code or if the
st at enent, addendum anendnment, other correction, or anended
statenment fails to disclose at | east ninety per cent of the total
contributions, gifts, or donations received or deposits made or of
the total expenditures or disbursenents made during the reporting

peri od.
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(D) No certificate of nomination or election shall be issued
to a person, and no person elected to an office shall enter upon
the performance of the duties of that office, until that person or
that person's canpaign comittee, as appropriate, has fully
complied with this section and sections 3517.08, 3517.081,
3517.10, and 3517.13 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 3599.07. No judge—of—elections precinct election

official, observer, or police officer adnmtted into the polling

roons at the election, at any tinme while the polls are open, shall
have in the individual's possession, distribute, or give out any
bal l ot or ticket to any person on any pretense during the

recei ving, counting, or certifying of the votes, or have any
ball ot or ticket in the individual's possession or control, except
in the proper discharge of the individual's official duty in
receiving, counting, or canvassing the votes. This section does

not prevent the lawful exercise by a judge—ofeleetions precinct
election official or observer of the individual right to vote at

such el ection.

Sec. 3599.11. (A) No person shall knowi ngly register or nmake
application or attenpt to register in a precinct in which the
person is not a qualified voter; or knowingly aid or abet any
person to so register; or attenpt to register or know ngly induce
or attenpt to induce any person to so register; or know ngly
i mpersonate another or wite or assune the nanme of another, rea
or fictitious, in registering or attenpting to register; or by
fal se statenent or other unlawful neans procure, aid, or attenpt
to procure the erasure or striking out on the register or
duplicate list of the nanme of a qualified elector therein; or
know ngly induce or attenpt to induce a registrar or other
el ection authority to refuse registration in a precinct to an

el ector thereof; or knowingly swear or affirmfalsely upon a
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| awf ul exam nation by or before any registering officer; or nake,
print, or issue any false or counterfeit certificate of

registration or knowingly alter any certificate of registration.

No person shall knowi ngly register under nore than one nane

or know ngly induce any person to so register

No person shall knowi ngly make any fal se statenent on any
formfor registration or change of registration or upon any

application or return envel ope for an absent voter's ballot.

Whoever violates this division is guilty of a felony of the

fifth degree.

(B) (1) No person who hel ps anot her person regi ster outside an
of ficial voter registration place shall know ngly destroy, or
knowi ngly hel p another person to destroy, any conpl eted

registration form

Whoever violates this division is guilty of election

falsification, a felony of the fifth degree.

(2)(a) No person who hel ps anot her person register outside an
official voter registration place shall knowingly fail to return
any registration formentrusted to that person to any board of
el ections or the office of the secretary of state within ten days
after that regsitration registration formis conpleted, or on or

before the thirtieth day before the election, whichever day is
earlier, unless the registration formis received by the person
within twenty-four hours of the thirtieth day before the el ection,
in which case the person shall return the registration formto any
board of elections or the office of the secretary of state within

ten days of its receipt.

Whoever violates this division is guilty of eleetion
tatsif+eation— a felony of the H¥f+h fourth degree, unless the

person has not previously been convicted of a violation of

division (B)(2)(a)—BH=2) or (b) —EHI—er—C=2) of this
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section, the violation of this division does not cause any person
to miss any voter registration deadline with regard to any

el ection, and the nunber of voter registration forns that the
violator has failed to properly return does not exceed forty-nine,
in which case the violator is guilty of a msdeneanor fel ony of
the Hirst fifth degree.

(b) Subjeet—to—divsion{OG{2—ofthissection—ne No person

who hel ps anot her person register outside an official registration
pl ace shall knowingly return any registration formentrusted to
that person to any location other than any board of el ections or

the office of the secretary of state.

VWhoever violates this division is guilty of eleection
falsifteation- a felony of the H4+th fourth degree, unless the
person has not previously been convicted of a violation of
divi sion (B)(2)(a)—BH2) or (b) —(EHH-—er—E2) of this
section, the violation of this division does not cause any person
to miss any voter registration deadline with regard to any
el ection, and the nunber of voter registration forns that the
violator has failed to properly return does not exceed forty-nine,
in which case the violator is guilty of a msdereaner felony of
the H+st fifth degree.

: : : :
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those forms—

Sec. 3599.17. (A) No elections official serving as a
regi strar or judge—of—eleetions precinct election official shal

do any of the follow ng:

(1) Fail to appear before the board of elections, or its
representative, after notice has been served personally upon the

official or left at the official's usual place of residence, for
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exam nation as to the official's qualifications;

(2) Fail to appear at the polling place to which the official
is assigned at the hour and during the hours set for the

regi stration or election;

(3) Fail to take the oath prescribed by section 3501. 31 of

the Revi sed Code, unless excused by such board;

(4) Refuse or sanction the refusal of another registrar or

fudge—ef—eleetions precinct election official to admnister an

oath required by | aw

(5) Fail to send notice to the board of the appointnment of a

fudge precinct election official to fill a vacancy;

(6) Act as registrar or judge precinct election officia

wi t hout havi ng been appointed and having received a certificate of

appoi ntment, except a judge precinct election official appointed

to fill a vacancy caused by absence or renoval
(7) Fail in any other way to performany duty inposed by |aw.

(B) Whoever violates division (A of this sectionis guilty

of a m sdeneanor of the first degree.

Sec. 3599.19. (A No judge-of elections precinct election

official shall know ngly do any of the foll ow ng:

(1) Unlawfully open or permt to be opened the seal ed package
containing registration lists, ballots, blanks, pollbooks, and

ot her papers and material to be used in an el ection;

(2) Unlawfully misplace, carry away, negligently |ose or

permit to be taken fromthe judge precinct election official, fai

to deliver, or destroy any such packages, papers, or material;

(3) Receive or sanction the reception of a ballot froma
person not a qualified elector or froma person who refused to

answer a question in accordance with the election |aw,

Page 305

9424

9425
9426
9427

9428
9429

9430
9431
9432

9433
9434

9435
9436
9437
9438

9439

9440
9441

9442
9443

9444
9445
9446

9447
9448
9449

9450
9451
9452



S. B. No. 20
As Introduced

(4) Refuse to receive or sanction the rejection of a ball ot

froma person, knowi ng that person to be a qualified el ector;

(5) Permt a fraudulent ballot to be placed in the ball ot

box;

(6) Place or permit to be placed in any ballot box any ball ot

known by the judge precinct election official to be inproperly or

fal sely marked;

(7) Count or permt to be counted any illegal or fraudul ent

bal | ot ;

(8) Mslead an el ector who is physically unable to prepare
the elector's ballot, mark a ballot for such el ector otherw se
than as directed by that elector, or disclose to any person,

except when legally required to do so, how such el ector voted,

(9) Alter or mark or permt any alteration or marking on any

bal | ot when counting the ballots;

(10) Unlawfully count or tally or sanction the w ongful

counting or tallying of votes;

(11) After the counting of votes comences, as required by
| aw, postpone or sanction the postponenent of the counting of
votes, adjourn at any tine or to any place, or renove the ball ot

box fromthe place of voting, or fromthe custody or presence of

all the judges—ef—sueh—eleetions precinct election officials;

(12) Permit any ballot to remain or to be in the ballot box

at the opening of the polls, or to be put in the box during the
counting of the ballots, or to be left in the box w thout being

count ed;

(13) Admit or sanction the admission to the polling room at
an el ection during the receiving, counting, and certifying of

votes of any person not qualified by law to be so admtted;

(14) Refuse to adnmit or sanction the refusal to admit any
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person, upon | awful request for adnission, who is legally

qualified to be present;

(15) Permit or sanction the counting of the ballots contrary

to the manner prescribed by |aw,

(16) Neglect or unlawfully execute any duty enjoined upon the

fudge precinct election official by |aw

(B) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty

of a m sdeneanor of the first degree.

Sec. 3599.31. No officer of the law shall fail to obey
forthwith an order of the presiding—judge voting |ocation manager

and aid in enforcing a | awful order of the presidingjudges voting
| ocati on manager at an el ection, against persons unlawfully

congregating or loitering within one hundred feet of a polling

pl ace, hindering or delaying an el ector fromreaching or |eaving
the polling place, soliciting or attenpting, wthin one hundred
feet of the polling place, to influence an elector in casting the
elector's vote, or interfering with the registration of voters or

casting and counting of the ballots.

VWhoever violates this section is guilty of a nisdenmeanor of

the first degree.

Section 2. That existing sections 3.02, 7.101, 302.009,
305. 02, 503.24, 733.31, 1901.10, 2101.44, 2301.02, 3501.01
3501. 02, 3501.05, 3501.051, 3501.053, 3501.10, 3501.11, 3501.13,
3501. 17, 3501.18, 3501.20, 3501.22, 3501.26, 3501.27, 3501.28,
3501. 29, 3501.30, 3501.301, 3501.31, 3501.32, 3501.33, 3501.35,
3501. 37, 3501.38, 3503.02, 3503.06, 3503.09, 3503.10, 3503. 14,
3503. 15, 3503.16, 3503.18, 3503.19, 3503.21, 3503.24, 3503. 26,
3503. 28, 3505. 03, 3505.04, 3505.06, 3505.08, 3505.10, 3505.11,
3505. 13, 3505.16, 3505.17, 3505.18, 3505.181, 3505.182, 3505.183,
3505. 20, 3505.21, 3505.23, 3505.24, 3505.26, 3505.27, 3505.29,
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3505. 30, 3505. 31, 3506.05, 3506.08, 3506.09, 3506.12, 3506. 15, 9513
3506. 21, 3509. 01, 3509.03, 3509.04, 3509.05, 3509.06, 3509.07, 9514
3509. 08, 3511.02, 3511.021, 3511.04, 3511.05, 3511.09, 3511.11, 9515
3511. 14, 3513.05, 3513.13, 3513.131, 3513.14, 3513.19, 3513. 21, 9516
3513. 31, 3515.04, 3515.08, 3517.01, 3517.012, 3517.014, 3517.015, 9517
3517.106, 3517.11, 3599.07, 3599.11, 3599.17, 3599.19, and 9518
3599. 31, and sections 3503.29, 3506.16, 3517.016, and 3599. 111 of 9519
the Revised Code are hereby repeal ed. 9520

Section 3. This act shall be known as the Voter Protection 9521

Act . 9522



