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A BILL

To amend section 313.121 of the Revised Code to
require the conpletion of a sudden unexpl ai ned
i nfant death investigation reporting form (SU D
reporting form devel oped by the United States
Centers for Di sease Control and Prevention, or an
alternative reporting form devel oped by the
Director of Health, whenever a child one year of
age or younger dies suddenly and unexpectedly and
to require that the appropriate child fatality
revi ew board receive a copy of each conpl eted

form
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That section 313.121 of the Revi sed Code be

amended to read as fol |l ows:

Sec. 313.121. (A) As used in this section, "parent" neans
ei ther parent, except that if one parent has been designated the
residential parent and | egal custodian of the child, "parent”
nmeans the designated residential parent and | egal custodi an, and
if a person other than a parent is the child' s | egal guardian

"parent" means the | egal guardian

(B) If a child under two years of age dies suddenly when in
apparent good health, the death shall be reported i Mmediately to
the coroner of the county in which the death occurred, as required
by section 313.12 of the Revised Code. Except as provided in
division (C) of this section, the coroner or deputy coroner shal
perform an autopsy on the child. The autopsy shall be performed in
accordance with rul es adopted by the director of health under
section 313.122 of the Revised Code. The coroner or deputy coroner
may performresearch procedures and tests when perform ng the

aut opsy.

If the child was one year of age or younger at the tinme of

deat h—thegeneral—assenbly—encourages and the death occurred

suddenl y and unexpectedly, the cause of which is not imediately

obvi ous prior to investigation, the coroner, deputy coroner, or

any ot her individual who has been designated to investigate the
child s death t+e shall conplete a sudden unexpl ai ned i nfant death
i nvestigation reporting form (SUI D reporting forn) devel oped by

the United States centers for disease control and prevention or an

alternative reporting form H-—conpleted—acopyoftheformshatlt
be-sent—to-the director ot health-and usedtor—the purpose—of
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" . I : L ai | inf I hs— The

director of health may develop an alternative reporting formin

consultation with the Ohio state coroners association. The

i ndi vidual who conpletes the reporting formshall retain the form

and send a copy of it to the appropriate child fatality review

board or reqgional child fatality review board established under

section 307.621 of the Revised Code. |If a coroner or deputy

coroner conpletes the reporting form a copy of the coroner's

report described in section 313.09 of the Revised Code shall also

be sent to the board.

A conmpleted reporting formand copies of conpleted reporting

forms are not public records under section 149.43 of the Revised
Code.

(C A coroner or deputy coroner is not required to perform an
autopsy if the coroner of the county in which the death occurred
or a court with jurisdiction over the deceased body deternines
under section 313.131 of the Revised Code that an autopsy is
contrary to the religious beliefs of the child. If the coroner or
the court makes such a determ nation, the coroner shall notify the
health district or departnment of health with jurisdiction in the
area in which the child' s parent resides. For purposes of this
division, the religious beliefs of the parents of a child shall be

consi dered to be the religious beliefs of the child.

(D) If the child' s parent nmakes a witten or verbal request
for the prelimnary results of the autopsy after the results are
avail able, the coroner, or a person designated by the coroner
shall give the parent an oral statenment of the prelimnary

results.

The coroner, within a reasonable tine after the final results
of the autopsy are reported, shall send witten notice of the
results to the state departnent of health, the health district or

departnment with jurisdiction in the area in which the child's
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parent resides, and, upon the request of a parent of the child, to
the child' s attendi ng physician. Upon the witten request of a
parent of the child and the paynment of the transcript fee required
by section 313.10 of the Revised Code, the coroner shall send
witten notice of the final results to that parent. The notice
sent to the state departnent of health shall include all of the
information specified in rules adopted under section 313.122 of

t he Revi sed Code.

(E) On the occurrence of any of the follow ng, the health
district or departnment with jurisdiction in the area in which the
child s parent resides shall offer the parent any counseling or

ot her supportive services it has avail abl e:

(1) Wien it learns through any source that an autopsy is
bei ng performed on a child under two years of age who died

suddenly when in apparent good health;

(2) When it receives notice that the final result of an
aut opsy perforned pursuant to this section concluded that the

child died of sudden infant death syndroneg;

(3) Wien it is notified by the coroner that, pursuant to

division (C) of this section, an autopsy was not performned.

(F) When a health district or departnent receives notice that
the final result of an autopsy performed pursuant to this section
concluded that the child died of sudden infant death syndrone or
that, pursuant to division (C) of this section, an autopsy was not
perfornmed but sudden infant death syndrone nmay have been the cause
of death, it shall offer the child' s parent information about
sudden infant death syndronme. The state departnment of health shal
ensure that current information on sudden infant death syndrone is

avai l able for distribution by health districts and depart nents.

Section 2. That existing section 313.121 of the Revised Code

i s hereby repeal ed.
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