As Introduced

130th General Assembly
Regular Session S. B. No. 365
2013-2014

Senator Jones

Cosponsors: Senators Lehner, Seitz

A BILL

To enact section 2111.011 of the Revised Code to
provide a ward's bill of rights and to require
that a guardi an receive the Ohio Guardi anship
Qui de prepared by the Attorney General and

acknow edge such receipt.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That section 2111.011 of the Revi sed Code be

enacted to read as foll ows:

Sec. 2111.011. (A) |If the attorney general has prepared an

Chi 0 guardi anshi p quide that includes the bill of rights of a ward

as listed in division (E) of this section, the clerk of the

probate court shall furnish that guide to a guardian at either of

the followi ng tines, whichever is applicable:

(1) Upon the appoi ntnent of the quardi an under section
2111.02 of the Revised Code;

(2) If the quardian was appointed prior to the effective date

of this section, upon the first filing by the guardian with the

probate court of either of the followi ng, as applicable, after

that effective date:

(a) A quardian's account, other than a final account, that is
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required to be filed under section 2109.302 of the Revi sed Code;

(b) A quardian's report that is required to be filed under
section 2111.49 of the Revised Code.

(B) If the attorney general has prepared an Chi o guardi anship

gui de_under_division (A of this section and subseguently prepares

any updated version of the Chi o gquardi anship guide that includes

the bill of rights of a ward as listed in division (E) of this

section, the clerk of the probate court shall furnish the nost

recent _version of the quide to a gquardian at either of the

following tinmes, whichever is applicable:

(1) Upon the appoi ntnent of the quardi an under section

2111. 02 of the Revised Code after the nost recent version of the

gui de is prepared;

(2) If the quardian was appointed prior to the date of the

nost recent version of the guide, upon the first filing by the

guardian with the probate court of either of the docunents

described in divisions (A (2)(a) and (b) of this section, as

applicable, after that date.

(C) The probate court shall establish a formfor a guardi an

to sign acknow edgi ng that the guardian received the foll ow ng:

(1) The Ohi o quardi anshi p gui de;

(2) The bill of rights of a ward.

(D) Upon receiving the Chio guardi anship gquide with a ward's

bill of rights pursuant to division (A or (B) of this section

the quardian shall sign the formspecified in division (C of this

section.

(E) Award is entitled to certain rights that the quardi an

cannot change, and continues to have these rights after a

guardi anship is established. These rights are as foll ows:

(1) To be treated with dignity and respect;
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(2) To privacy, which includes the right to privacy of the

body and the right to private, uncensored conmmuni cation with

others by mail, tel ephone, or personal visits;

(3) To exercise control over all aspects of life that the

court has not delegated to the guardian

(4) To appropriate services suited to the ward's needs and

conditions, including nental health services:;

(5) To have the guardi an consider the ward's persona

desires, preferences, and opinions;

(6) To safe, sanitary, and humane living conditions within

the least restrictive environment that neets the ward's needs:;

(7) To marry., if legally able;

(8) To procreate. or to consent or object to sterilization

(9) To equal treatnent under the |aw, regardl ess of race,

religion, creed, sex, age, nmarital status, sexual orientation, or

political affiliation;

(10) To have expl anations of any nedi cal procedures or

treat nent ;

(11) To have personal information kept confidenti al

(12) To review personal records, including nedical,

financial, and treatnment records;

(13) To speak privately with an attorney, onbudsman, or other

advocat e;

(14) To an attorney and independent expert evaluator, and to

have these professionals paid by the court if the ward is

indi gent :

(15) To petition the court to nodify or terninate the

guar di anshi p:

(16) To bring a grievance agai nst the guardi an, request the

Page 3

50
51
52

53
54

55
56

57
58

59
60

61
62

63
64
65

66
67

68

69
70

71
72

73
74
75

76
77

78



S. B. No. 365
As Introduced

court to review the guardi an's actions, request renoval

and

repl acenent of the qguardian, or request that the court

restore the

ward's rights if it can be shown that the ward has regai ned the

capacity to nake sone or all decisions:

(17) To request a hearing to review the continued need for

t he gquardi anshi p at

| east _once a vear

(18) To drive,

i f

legal ly abl e:

(19) To vote,

if

| egal ly able.
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