As Introduced

130th General Assembly
Regular Session S. B. No. 77
2013-2014

Senators Hughes, Patton

Cosponsors: Senators LaRose, Cafaro, Gardner, Lehner, Widener

A BILL

To amend section 4511.35 and to enact section 4510.19
of the Revised Code to increase the penalties
related to operating a notor vehicle on the wong

side of an interstate freeway.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That section 4511. 35 be anended and section

4510. 19 of the Revised Code be enacted to read as foll ows:

Sec. 4510.19. (A) No person whose driver's or commerci al

driver's license or pernit or nonresident operating privilege has

been suspended under division (D)(1) of section 4511.35 of the

Revi sed Code shall operate any notor vehicle upon the public roads

or highways within this state during the period of suspension.

(B) No person whose driver's or comnercial driver's |license

or pernmt or nonresident operating privilege has been suspended
under division (D)(2) of section 4511.35 of the Revised Code shall

operate any notor vehicle upon the public roads or hi ghways w thin

this state during the period of suspension.

(O (1) Wioever violates division (A) of this section is

qui lty of driving under suspension inposed for driving the wong

way on an interstate freeway, a m sdeneanor. The court shal
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sentence the offender to a jail termof one yvear and nmy inpose a

fine of not nore than one thousand doll ars.

(2) VWhoever violates division (B) of this section is gquilty

of driving under suspension inposed for driving the wong way on

an _ interstate freeway and causing a person harm a felony of the

third degree. The court shall sentence the offender to a definite

prison termof three vears and may inpose a fine of not nore than

ten thousand doll ars.

Sec. 4511.35. (A) Wenever any hi ghway has been divided into
two roadways by an intervening space, or by a physical barrier, or
clearly indicated dividing section so constructed as to inpede
vehi cul ar traffic, every vehicle shall be driven only upon the
ri ght - hand roadway, and no vehicle shall be driven over, across,
or within any such dividing space, barrier, or section, except
t hrough an opening, crossover, or intersection established by
public authority. This section does not prohibit the occupancy of
such dividing space, barrier, or section for the purpose of an

energency stop or in conpliance with an order of a police officer

(B) An offender is not permitted to enter a witten plea of

quilty and waive the offender's right to contest the ticket,

citation, or summons in a trial but instead shall appear in person

in the proper court to answer the charge if a | aw enforcenent

officer issues a ticket, citation, or sumons to the offender for

a violation of division (A of this section and the officer

indicates on the ticket, citation., or sunmmons that in comm tting

the violation the offender operated a notor vehicle upon the

| eft-hand roadway of a divided highway that is part of the

interstate system under one of the follow ng conditions:

(1) For a distance of five hundred feet or nore;

(2) For any distance, while commtting a violation of
division (A of section 4511.19 of the Revised Code or of a
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substantially equival ent nuni ci pal ordi nance;

(3) For any distance, if the offender was involved in a notor

vehicle collision on the |left-hand roadway that caused either

physical harmto another person or the death of another person

(G (1) Except as otherwi se provided in this division (C)(2)

or (D) of this section, whoever violates division (A of this

section is guilty of a mnor msdeneanor. |f, within one year of
the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or

pl eaded guilty to one predicate notor vehicle or traffic offense,
whoever violates this section is guilty of a m sdenmeanor of the
fourth degree. If, within one year of the offense, the offender
previ ously has been convicted of two or nore predicate notor
vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section is

guilty of a m sdemeanor of the third degree.

(2) 1f the trier of fact finds that, in violating division

(A) of this section, the offender operated a nptor vehicle for any

di stance upon the left-hand roadway of a divided highway that is

part of the interstate systemas a proxinmate result of comm tting

a violation of division (A of section 4511.19 of the Revised Code

or of a substantially equival ent nunici pal ordi nance, whoever

violates this section is guilty of a felony of the fourth degree.

(D) (1) If the trier of fact finds that, in violating division

(A) of this section, the offender operated a notor vehicle for a

di stance of five hundred feet or nore upon the |eft-hand roadway

of a divided highway that is part of the interstate system the

court, in addition to any other penalty that the court is required

or pernmitted by law to i npose on the offender, shall inpose a

cl ass seven suspensi on upon the offender in accordance with
section 4510.02 of the Revi sed Code.

(2) 1f the trier of fact finds that, in violating division

(A) of this section, the offender operated a nptor vehicle for any
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di stance upon the | eft-hand roadway of a divided highway that is

part of the interstate system and was involved in a notor vehicle

collision that occurred on that |eft-hand roadway and the

collision either caused physical harmto another person or caused

the death of another person, the court, in addition to any other

penalty that the court is required or pernitted by law to i npose

on the offender, shall inpose a class three suspension upon the

of fender in accordance with section 4510.02 of the Revised Code.

(E) As used in this section

(1) "Interstate systenl has the sane neaning as in 23 U S.C

(2) "Physical harmto another person" has the sane neani ng as

"physical harmto persons” in section 2901.01 of the Revi sed Code.

Section 2. That existing section 4511. 35 of the Revised Code

i s hereby repeal ed.
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