As Reported by the Senate Public Safety, Local Government and
Veterans Affairs Committee

130th General Assembly
Regular Session Sub. S. B. No. 97
2013-2014

Senator Hughes

Cosponsors: Senators Patton, LaRose

ABILL

To amend section 4511.45 and to enact section
4511. 454 of the Revised Code to all ow energency
personnel in public safety vehicles to report
traffic |law viol ati ons under certain

ci rcunst ances.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That section 4511.45 be anended and section

4511. 454 of the Revised Code be enacted to read as foll ows:

Sec. 4511.45. (A) (1) Upon the approach of a public safety
vehi cl e or coroner's vehicle, equipped with at |east one flashing,
rotating or oscillating Iight visible under normal atnospheric
conditions froma distance of five hundred feet to the front of
the vehicle and the driver is giving an audible signal by siren,
exhaust whistle, or bell, no driver of any other vehicle shal
fail to yield the right-of-way, imediately drive if practical to
a position parallel to, and as close as possible to, the right
edge or curb of the highway clear of any intersection, and stop
and remain in that position until the public safety vehicle or

coroner's vehicle has passed, except when otherw se directed by a
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police officer.

(2) Upon the approach of a public safety vehicle or coroner's
vehicle, as stated in division (A)(1) of this section, no operator
of any streetcar or trackless trolley shall fail to inediately
stop the streetcar or trackless trolley clear of any intersection
and keep it in that position until the public safety vehicle or
coroner's vehicle has passed, except when otherw se directed by a

police officer.

(B) This section does not relieve the driver of a public
safety vehicle or coroner's vehicle fromthe duty to drive with
due regard for the safety of all persons and property upon the

hi ghway.

(C This section applies to a coroner's vehicle only when the
vehicle is operated in accordance with section 4513.171 of the
Revi sed Code. As used in this section, "coroner's vehicle" neans a
vehi cl e used by a coroner, deputy coroner, or coroner's
i nvestigator that is equipped with a flashing, oscillating, or
rotating red or blue light and a siren, exhaust whistle, or bell

capabl e of giving an audi bl e signal.

(D) Except as otherw se provided in this division or _in

section 4511.454 of the Revi sed Code, whoever violates division

(A (1) or (2) of this section is guilty of a m sdeneanor of the
fourth degree on a first offense. On a second of fense within one
year after the first offense, the person is guilty of a

m sdenmeanor of the third degree, and, on each subsequent offense
wi thin one year after the first offense, the person is guilty of a

m sdeneanor of the second degree.

Sec. 4511.454. (A) Wien the failure of a notor vehicle
operator to vield the right-of-way to a public safety vehicle as
required by division (A) of section 4511.45 of the Revi sed Code
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i npedes the ability of the public safety vehicle to respond to an

energency, any energency personnel in the public safety vehicle

may report the license plate nunber and a general description of

the vehicle and of the operator of the vehicle to the | aw

enforcenment agency exercising jurisdiction over the area where the

all eged violation occurred. Any such energency personnel al so may

report any other apparent violation of the traffic laws of this

state occurring at the sane tine.

(B)(1) Upon receipt of a report under this section, the | aw

enf or cenent _agency nmay conduct an investigation to attenpt to

determine or confirmthe identity of the operator of the vehicle

at the tine of the alleged violation

(2) If the identity of the operator at the tine of an all eged

violation of division (A of section 4511.45 of the Revi sed Code

is established, the reporting of the |license plate nunber of the

vehicle shall establish probable cause for the | aw enforcenent

agency to issue a citation for a violation of that section

However, if the operator has not previously been issued a witten

warning for a violation of division (A of section 4511.45 of the

Revi sed Code based on a report filed under this section, the | aw

enforcenent agency shall issue a witten warning to the operator

Upon issuing a witten warning under this division, the | aw

enf orcenent _agency shall notify the registrar of notor vehicles

that a witten warni ng has been issued under this division. The

registrar shall retain a record of the issuance of a witten

war ni ng.

(3) In the case of other reported apparent traffic | aw

violations or if the identity of the operator of the vehicle at

the tine of the alleged violation cannot be established, the | aw

enf orcenent agency nay issue a witten warning to the person who

owned the vehicle at the tine of the alleged violation, except in
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the case of a | eased or rented vehicle, any witten warni ng shall

be issued to the person who | eased or rented the vehicle at the

tine of the alleged violation.

(G Wioever violates division (A of section 4511.45 of the

Revi sed Code based on a report filed under this section is quilty

of a minor nisdeneanor and shall be fined one hundred fifty

dollars if both of the foll owi ng apply:

(1) The person's identity was established by the | aw

enf or cenent agency;

(2) The person previously has been issued a witten warning

under division (B)(2) of this section.

(D) As used in this section

(1) "lLicense plate" includes any tenporary license placard

i ssued under section 4503.182 of the Revised Code or simlar |aw

of another jurisdiction.

(2) "Public safety vehicle" does not include a vehicle used

by a public | aw enforcenent officer or other person sworn to

enforce the crinminal and traffic laws of the state or a vehicle

used by the notor carrier enforcenent unit for the enforcenent of

orders and rules of the public utilities conmmi SSion

Section 2. That existing section 4511.45 of the Revised Code

i s hereby repeal ed.
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