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ONE HUNDRED SECOND DAY
Senate Chamber, Columbus, Ohio
Wednesday, October 16, 2013, 1:30 p.m.
The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. Prayer was offered by Pastor
Mike Yoder, Grace Polaris Church, Westerville, Ohio, followed by the Pledge
of Allegiance to the Flag.
President Faber called upon fourth grade students from Versailles
Elementary to lead the Senate in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.
President Faber then designated Versailles Elementary fourth grader,
Kaylin Phlipot, to be an honorary Reading Clerk. The President called upon
Miss Phlipot to read the journal of the last legislative day.
The journal of the last legislative day was read and approved.

REPORTS OF STANDING AND SELECT COMMITTEES
Senator Beagle submitted the following report:
The standing committee on Workforce and Economic Development, to
which was referred H. B. No. 127-Representative Adams, R., et al., having
had the same under consideration, reports it back and recommends its passage.
Co-Sponsors: Tavares, Skindell, Schiavoni, Schaffer, Beagle, Manning.
YES - 9:

MICHAEL J. SKINDELL, JOSEPH SCHIAVONI,
CHARLETA B. TAVARES, TIMOTHY O. SCHAFFER,
BILL BEAGLE, GAYLE MANNING, RANDY
GARDNER, PEGGY B. LEHNER, CHRIS WIDENER.

NO - 0.
The question being, "Shall the report of the committee be accepted?"
The report of the committee was accepted.
Senator Faber submitted the following report:
The standing committee on Rules, to which was referred H. C. R. No.
34-Representative Huffman, et al., having had the same under
consideration, reports it back and recommends its adoption.
YES - 11:

KEITH L. FABER, TOM PATTON, LARRY OBHOF,
SCOTT OELSLAGER, DAVE BURKE, BILL COLEY,
JIM HUGHES, EDNA BROWN, NINA TURNER,
JOSEPH SCHIAVONI, ERIC H. KEARNEY.
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NO - 0.
The question being, "Shall the report of the committee be accepted?"
The report of the committee was accepted.
Senator Jones submitted the following report:
The standing committee on Medicaid, Health and Human Services, to
which was referred S. B. No. 198-Senators Jones, Tavares, et al., having had
the same under consideration, reports it back and recommends its passage.
YES - 8:

KRIS JORDAN, RANDY GARDNER, PEGGY B.
LEHNER, DAVE BURKE, SHANNON JONES, SCOTT
OELSLAGER, CHARLETA B. TAVARES, EDNA
BROWN.

NO - 0.
The question being, "Shall the report of the committee be accepted?"
The report of the committee was accepted.
Senator LaRose submitted the following report:
The standing committee on Public Safety, Local Government, and Veterans
Affairs, to which was referred Am. H. B. No. 72-Representatives Brenner,
Gerberry, et al., having had the same under consideration, reports back a
substitute bill and recommends its passage.
Co-Sponsor: LaRose.
YES - 10:

JOE UECKER, KRIS JORDAN, TIMOTHY O.
SCHAFFER, KEVIN BACON, TOM PATTON, FRANK
LAROSE, JIM HUGHES, MICHAEL J. SKINDELL,
EDNA BROWN, CHARLETA B. TAVARES.

NO - 0.
The question being, "Shall the report of the committee be accepted?"
The report of the committee was accepted.
Senator Lehner submitted the following report:
The standing committee on Education, to which was referred H. B. No.
97-Representatives Brenner, Letson, et al., having had the same under
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consideration, reports it back and recommends its passage.
Co-Sponsors: Hite, Coley, Sawyer, Beagle, Gardner, Manning, Schiavoni,
Turner.
YES - 9:

PEGGY B. LEHNER, CLIFF HITE, BILL BEAGLE,
BILL COLEY, RANDY GARDNER, GAYLE
MANNING, THOMAS SAWYER, JOSEPH
SCHIAVONI, NINA TURNER.

NO - 0.
The question being, "Shall the report of the committee be accepted?"
The report of the committee was accepted.

RESOLUTIONS REPORTED BY COMMITTEE
H. C. R. No. 34-Representative Huffman.
Cosponsors: Representatives Adams, R., Amstutz, Anielski, Ashford, Baker,
Beck, Blair, Blessing, Buchy, Burkley, Butler, Damschroder, Derickson,
Grossman, Hackett, Hall, Hill, Lynch, McClain, McGregor, Phillips, Roegner,
Ruhl, Sears, Smith, Stebelton, Strahorn, Speaker Batchelder.
To adopt the Legislative Code of Ethics for the members and employees of
both chambers of the 130th General Assembly, employees of any legislative
agency, and candidates for the 131st General Assembly.
WHEREAS, The Joint Legislative Ethics Committee, appointed by the
Speaker of the House of Representatives and the President of the Senate
pursuant to section 101.34 of the Revised Code, is required to recommend a
Code of Ethics that is consistent with the law to govern all members and
employees of each chamber of the General Assembly and all candidates for the
office of member of each chamber; and
WHEREAS, The Joint Legislative Ethics Committee is the appropriate
ethics committee for matters relating to members and employees of the General
Assembly, employees of any legislative agency, including the Capitol Square
Review and Advisory Board, Correctional Institution Inspection Committee,
Joint Committee on Agency Rule Review, Legislative Information Systems,
Legislative Inspector General, Legislative Service Commission, and Ohio
Constitutional Modernization Commission, and candidates for the office of
member of the General Assembly; now therefore be it
RESOLVED, That the House of Representatives and the Senate of the
130th General Assembly adopt the following Legislative Code of Ethics:
LEGISLATIVE CODE OF ETHICS
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FOR MEMBERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE
130th OHIO GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
EMPLOYEES OF ANY LEGISLATIVE AGENCY,
AND CANDIDATES FOR THE 131st GENERAL ASSEMBLY
SECTION 1. CONDUCT
All members of the Senate or the House of Representatives shall conduct
themselves at all times so as to reflect credit upon the member's respective
chamber of the General Assembly, shall obey all rules of the member's
respective chamber of the General Assembly, and shall conform the member's
conduct to this Code of Ethics. All employees of the Senate or House of
Representatives and all employees of any legislative agency shall conduct
themselves at all times so as to reflect credit upon the employee's respective
chamber of the General Assembly or institution of employment, shall obey all
rules of the employee's respective chamber of the General Assembly or
institution of employment, and shall conform the employee's conduct to this
Code of Ethics.
SECTION 2. DISCLOSURE STATEMENT
(A) The Office of the Legislative Inspector General shall accept
disclosure statements filed by members and employees of the General Assembly
and employees of any legislative agency pursuant to section 102.02 of the
Revised Code and shall maintain a file of all disclosure statements that are filed
pursuant to that section. Every member of the General Assembly and every
employee of the General Assembly and any legislative agency who is required to
file a financial disclosure statement, within the period prescribed by law, shall
file with the Office of the Legislative Inspector General, a disclosure statement
as provided for by section 102.02 of the Revised Code. Each member and each
employee of the General Assembly and employee of any legislative agency
required to file a financial disclosure statement, within the period and in the
manner prescribed by section 102.02 of the Revised Code, shall receive from the
Office of the Legislative Inspector General the form on which the statement shall
be prepared.
(B) Division (A)(2)(c) of section 102.02 of the Revised Code applies to
members of the General Assembly who are attorneys or physicians or who
otherwise engage in the practice of a profession and to the clients, patients, and
other recipients of professional services of members of the General Assembly
who are attorneys or physicians or who otherwise engage in the practice of a
profession, even if those clients, patients, and other recipients of professional
services are legislative agents.
(C) Division (A)(8) of section 102.02 of the Revised Code requires a
member of the General Assembly and an employee of the General Assembly or
any legislative agency required to file a disclosure statement under section
102.02 of the Revised Code to identify on a disclosure statement the source and
amount of any payment of expenses incurred for travel to destinations inside or
outside this state that the member or employee receives in the member's or
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employee's own name or that another person receives for the member's or
employee's use or benefit in connection with the member's or employee's official
duties, except for expenses for travel to meetings or conventions of a national or
state organization to which any state agency, including, but not limited to, any
legislative agency or state institution of higher education as defined in section
3345.011 of the Revised Code, pays membership dues, or any political
subdivision or any office or agency of a political subdivision pays membership
dues.
(D) Division (A)(9) of section 102.02 of the Revised Code requires a
member of the General Assembly and an employee of the General Assembly or
any legislative agency required to file a disclosure statement under section
102.02 of the Revised Code to identify on a disclosure statement the source of
payment of expenses for meals and other food and beverages that are incurred in
connection with the person's official duties and that exceed one hundred dollars
aggregated per calendar year, except for expenses for meals and other food and
beverages provided at a meeting at which the member or employee participated
in a panel, seminar, or speaking engagement or at a meeting or convention of a
national or state organization to which a state agency, including, but not limited
to, any legislative agency or state institution of higher education as defined in
section 3345.011 of the Revised Code, pays membership dues, or any political
subdivision or any office or agency of a political subdivision pays membership
dues.
(E)(1) Except as otherwise provided in division (E)(2) of this section, in
accordance with section 102.02 of the Revised Code, every member of the
General Assembly and every employee of the General Assembly or any
legislative agency required to file an annual statement under section 102.02 of
the Revised Code shall disclose the source of a gift or gifts, where the value of
the gift or gifts aggregated per calendar year exceeds seventy-five dollars, except
gifts received by will or by virtue of section 2105.06 of the Revised Code, or
received from spouses, parents, grandparents, children, grandchildren, siblings,
nephews, nieces, uncles, aunts, cousins, brothers-in-law, sisters-in-law,
sons-in-law, daughters-in-law, fathers-in-law, mothers-in-law, step-relations, or
any person to whom the member or employee of the General Assembly or
employee of any legislative agency stands in loco parentis, or received by way of
distribution from any inter vivos or testamentary trust established by a spouse or
by an ancestor.
(2) In accordance with section 102.02 of the Revised Code, every
member of the General Assembly and every employee of the General Assembly
or any legislative agency required to file an annual statement under section
102.02 of the Revised Code shall disclose the source of a gift or gifts from a
legislative agent, where the value of the gift or gifts aggregated per calendar year
exceeds twenty-five dollars.
SECTION 3. LICENSE DISCLOSURE
Any member of the General Assembly who engages in the conduct or
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practice of a particular business, profession, trade, or occupation that is subject
to licensing or regulation by any branch, department, division, institution,
instrumentality, board, commission, or bureau of the state shall file a notice that
the member is the holder of a particular license, or is engaged in such activity, as
part of the financial disclosure statement required by section 102.02 of the
Revised Code.
SECTION 4. VOTING ABSTENTION
(A) A member who has reason to believe that the member has a
substantial personal interest in legislation may request permission of the chair to
abstain from voting on the legislation and may state the member's reason for the
request. The request shall be granted by the chair or the member's respective
chamber of the General Assembly pursuant to the rules of that chamber. The
request and permission to abstain shall be entered in the House or Senate
Journal, as is appropriate.
(B) No member of the General Assembly shall vote on any legislation
that the member knows is then being actively advocated if the member is one of
the following with respect to a legislative agent or employer that is then actively
advocating on that legislation:
(1) An employee, as defined in section 102.031 of the Revised Code;
(2) A business associate, as defined in section 102.031 of the Revised
Code;
(3) A person, other than an employee, who is hired under contract to
perform certain services, and such position involves a substantial and material
exercise of administrative discretion in the formulation of public policy.
(C) The Joint Legislative Ethics Committee may impose a fine of not
more than one thousand dollars upon a member of the General Assembly who
violates division (B) of this section.
SECTION 5. COMPENSATION
(A) Except as provided in division (D) of section 102.04 of the Revised
Code, no person elected to or employed by the General Assembly or employed
by any legislative agency shall receive or agree to receive, directly or indirectly,
compensation other than from the house with which the person serves or from
any legislative agency, if the person is a legislative agency employee, for any
service rendered or to be rendered by the person personally in any case,
proceeding, application, or other matter that is before the General Assembly or
any department, division, institution, instrumentality, board, commission, or
bureau of the state, excluding the courts.
Division (A) of this section shall not be construed to prohibit the
performance of ministerial functions, including, but not limited to, the filing or
amendment of tax returns, applications for permits and licenses, incorporation
papers, security registrations, and other documents.
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Except as provided in division (D) of section 102.04 of the Revised
Code, no person elected to or employed by the General Assembly or employed
by any legislative agency shall sell or agree to sell, except through competitive
bidding, any goods or services to the General Assembly or any department,
division, institution, instrumentality, board, commission, or bureau of the state,
excluding the courts.
(B) No member or employee of the General Assembly or employee of
any legislative agency shall knowingly accept any of the following from a
legislative agent:
(1) The payment of any expenses for travel or lodging except as
otherwise authorized by division (H) of section 102.03 of the Revised Code;
(2) More than seventy-five dollars aggregated per calendar year as
payment for meals and other food and beverages, other than for those meals and
other food and beverages provided to the member or employee at a meeting at
which the member or employee participates in a panel, seminar, or speaking
engagement, at a meeting or convention of a national organization to which
either house of the General Assembly or any state agency, including, but not
limited to, any legislative agency or state institution of higher education as
defined in section 3345.011 of the Revised Code, pays membership dues, or at a
dinner, party, or function to which all members of the General Assembly or all
members of either house of the General Assembly are invited.
(C) No member or employee of the General Assembly or employee of
any legislative agency shall knowingly accept from a legislative agent a gift of
any amount in the form of cash or the equivalent of cash, or a gift or gifts of any
other thing of value where the value of the gift or gifts aggregated per calendar
year exceeds seventy-five dollars. As used in this division, "gift" does not
include any contribution as defined in section 3517.01 of the Revised Code or
any gifts of meals and other food and beverages or the payment of expenses
incurred for travel to destinations either inside or outside this state that is
received by a member of the General Assembly and that is incurred in
connection with the member's official duties.
(D) It is not a violation of division (B)(2) of this section if, within sixty
days after receiving notice pursuant to division (F)(2) of section 101.73 of the
Revised Code from a legislative agent that the legislative agent has provided a
member of the General Assembly or an employee of the General Assembly or
any legislative agency with more than seventy-five dollars aggregated in a
calendar year as payment for meals and other food and beverages that were
purchased for consumption on the premises in which the food and beverages
were sold, the member or employee of the General Assembly or employee of
any legislative agency returns to that legislative agent the amount received that
exceeds seventy-five dollars.
SECTION 6. CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION
No present or former member or employee of the General Assembly or
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present or former employee of any legislative agency shall disclose or use for the
member's or employee's personal profit, without appropriate authorization, any
information acquired by the member or employee in the course of the member's
or employee's official duties that has been clearly designated to the member or
employee as confidential when such confidential designation is warranted
because of the status of the proceedings or the circumstances under which the
information was received and preserving its confidentiality is necessary to the
proper conduct of government business. No present or former member or
employee of the General Assembly or present or former employee of any
legislative agency shall disclose or use, without appropriate authorization, any
information acquired by the member or employee in the course of the member's
or employee's official duties that is confidential because of statutory provisions,
except as provided in section 101.30 of the Revised Code or Section 12 or 13 of
Article II, Ohio Constitution.
SECTION 7. IMPROPER INFLUENCE
(A) No member or employee of the General Assembly or employee of
any legislative agency shall use or attempt to use or authorize the use of the
authority or influence of the member's or employee's office or employment to
secure anything of value or the promise or offer of anything of value that is of
such a character as to manifest a substantial and improper influence upon the
member or employee with respect to the member's or employee's duties.
(B) No member or employee of the General Assembly or employee of
any legislative agency shall solicit or accept anything of value that is of such a
character as to manifest a substantial and improper influence upon the member
or employee with respect to the member's or employee's duties.
(C) No member of the General Assembly shall solicit or receive funds
from any legislative agent who is registered pursuant to section 101.72 of the
Revised Code, for use other than by a political party, campaign committee,
legislative campaign fund, political action committee, or political contributing
entity, as defined in section 3517.01 of the Revised Code, except that a member
may solicit or receive funds from any legislative agent on behalf of religious and
benevolent organizations regulated by Chapter 1716. of the Revised Code or
charitable organizations that have registered with the Attorney General pursuant
to section 109.26 or 1716.02 of the Revised Code.
(D) In the absence of bribery or another offense under the Revised Code
or a purpose to defraud, the receipt of contributions, as defined in section
3517.01 of the Revised Code, made to a campaign committee, political party,
legislative campaign fund, political action committee, or political contributing
entity on behalf of a member of or candidate for the General Assembly does not
violate divisions (A) and (B) of this section.
(E) A member or employee of the General Assembly and an employee of
any legislative agency may accept travel, meals, and lodging or expenses or
reimbursement of expenses for travel, meals, and lodging in connection with

1206

SENATE JOURNAL, WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2013

conferences, seminars, and similar events related to the member's or employee's
official duties if the travel, meals, lodging, expenses, or reimbursement is not of
such a character as to manifest a substantial and improper influence upon the
member or employee with respect to those duties and if, in relation to expenses
or reimbursement for travel or lodging provided to a member by a legislative
agent, the expenses or reimbursement are not made in violation of division
(C)(1) of section 102.031 of the Revised Code. A member or employee who acts
in compliance with this division does not violate division (A), (B), or (C) of this
section.
SECTION 8. STAFF USE
(A) A member of the General Assembly shall utilize General Assembly
employees only for the official purposes for which they are employed.
(B)(1) In accordance with section 3517.092 of the Revised Code, no
member of or candidate for the General Assembly, no campaign committee of a
member of or candidate for the General Assembly, no legislative caucus
campaign committee, and no other person or entity shall knowingly solicit or
accept a contribution on behalf of that member or candidate, that member's or
candidate's campaign committee, or a legislative caucus campaign committee
from any of the following:
(a) A state employee whose appointing authority is the member of the
General Assembly;
(b) A state employee whose appointing authority is authorized or
required by law to be appointed by the member of the General Assembly;
(c) A state employee who functions in or is employed by the Ohio
Senate, the Ohio House of Representatives, or any legislative agency;
(d) A state employee at the time of the solicitation, whose appointing
authority will be the candidate for the General Assembly, if elected;
(e) A state employee at the time of the solicitation, whose appointing
authority will be appointed by the candidate for the General Assembly, if
elected, as authorized or required by law;
(f) A state employee at the time of the solicitation, who will function in
or be employed in or by the same public agency, department, division, or office
as the candidate for the General Assembly, if elected.
(2) As used in this section, "contribution" does not include services
provided by individuals volunteering a portion of their time on behalf of a
campaign.
(C) In addition to any complaint brought or penalty that may be imposed
under sections 3517.152 to 3517.157 of the Revised Code, the Joint Legislative
Ethics Committee may receive and initiate complaints against members and
employees of, and candidates for, the General Assembly and employees of any
legislative agency concerning conduct alleged to be in violation of this section.
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Upon a finding of a violation of this section, the Joint Legislative Ethics
Committee may recommend whatever sanction is appropriate with respect to a
particular member, employee, or candidate as will best maintain in the minds of
the public a good opinion of the conduct and character of members and
employees of the General Assembly.
SECTION 9. SEPARATION OF FUNDS
(A) No member of or candidate for the General Assembly shall convert,
receive, or accept for personal or business use anything of value from the
member's or candidate's campaign fund, as defined in section 3517.01 of the
Revised Code, including, without limitation, payments to the member or
candidate for services personally performed by the member or candidate, except
as reimbursement for any of the following:
(1) Legitimate and verifiable prior campaign expenses incurred by the
member or candidate;
(2) Legitimate and verifiable, ordinary, and necessary prior expenses
incurred by the member or candidate in connection with duties as the holder of a
public office, including, without limitation, expenses incurred through
participation in nonpartisan or bipartisan events where the participation of the
holder of a public office would normally be expected;
(3) Legitimate and verifiable, ordinary, and necessary prior expenses
incurred by a member or candidate while doing any of the following:
(a) Engaging in activities in support of or opposition to another
candidate, political party, or ballot issue;
(b) Raising funds for a political party, political action committee,
campaign committee, legislative campaign fund, political contributing entity, or
other candidate;
(c) Participating in the activities of a political party, political action
committee, legislative campaign fund, political contributing entity, or campaign
committee;
(d) Attending a political party convention or other political meeting.
(B) For purposes of division (A) of this section, an expense is incurred
whenever a member or candidate has either made payment or is obligated to
make payment, as by the use of a credit card or other credit procedure, or by the
use of goods or services received on account.
(C) No member of or candidate for the General Assembly shall
knowingly receive or accept reimbursement for an expense under division (A) of
this section to the extent that the expense previously was reimbursed or paid
from another source of funds. If an expense is reimbursed under division (A) of
this section and is later paid or reimbursed, wholly or in part, from another
source of funds, a member or candidate shall immediately repay the
reimbursement received under division (A) of this section to the extent of the
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payment made or reimbursement received from the other source.
(D) A member of the General Assembly may be reimbursed under
division (A)(1) or (3) of this section for expenses incurred for the member's
meals and lodging in Franklin County if the expenses otherwise meet the
requirements for reimbursement under division (A)(1) or (3) of this section and
were not incurred while the member was in Franklin County to attend floor
sessions of the General Assembly or meetings of its committees, except that a
member may be reimbursed under division (A)(1), (2), or (3) of this section for
expenses incurred for the member's meals in Franklin County at any time if the
expenses otherwise meet the requirements for reimbursement under division
(A)(1), (2), or (3) of this section and were incurred for meals at which the
member hosted other persons.
(E) No member of or candidate for the General Assembly shall accept for
personal or business use anything of value from a political party, political action
committee, legislative campaign fund, political contributing entity, or campaign
committee other than the member's or candidate's own campaign committee,
except for the following:
(1) Reimbursement for legitimate and verifiable, ordinary, and necessary
prior expenses not otherwise prohibited by law incurred by the member or
candidate while engaged in any legitimate activity of the political party, political
action committee, legislative campaign fund, political contributing entity, or
such campaign committee. Without limitation, reimbursable expenses under this
division include those incurred while doing any of the following:
(a) Engaging in activities in support of or opposition to another
candidate, political party, or ballot issue;
(b) Raising funds for a political party, campaign committee, legislative
campaign fund, or another candidate;
(c) Attending a political party convention or other political meeting.
(2) Compensation not otherwise prohibited by law for actual and valuable
personal services rendered under a written contract to the political party, political
action committee, legislative campaign fund, political contributing entity, or the
member's or candidate's own campaign committee for any legitimate activity of
the political party, political action committee, legislative campaign fund,
political contributing entity, or such campaign committee.
Reimbursable expenses under this division do not include, and it is a
violation of this division for a member or candidate to accept from a political
party, political action committee, legislative campaign fund, political
contributing entity, or campaign committee other than the member's or
candidate's own campaign committee, anything of value for activities primarily
related to the member's or candidate's own campaign for election, except for
contributions to the member's or candidate's campaign committee.
For purposes of this division, an expense is incurred whenever a member
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or candidate has either made payment or is obligated to make payment, as by the
use of a credit card or other credit procedure, or by the use of goods or services
received on account.
(F)(1) Divisions (A) and (C) of this section do not prohibit a member's or
candidate's campaign committee from making a direct advance or post payment
from the member's or candidate's campaign fund to vendors for goods and
services for which reimbursement is permitted under division (A) of this section,
except that no campaign committee shall pay a member or candidate for services
personally performed by the member or the candidate.
(2) When any expense that may be reimbursed under division (A), (C), or
(E) of this section is part of other expenses that may not be paid or reimbursed,
the separation of the two types of expenses for the purpose of allocating for
payment or reimbursement those expenses that may be paid or reimbursed may
be by any reasonable accounting method, considering all of the surrounding
circumstances.
(3) For purposes of divisions (A), (C), and (E) of this section, mileage
allowance at a rate not greater than that allowed by the Internal Revenue Service
at the time the travel occurs may be paid instead of reimbursement for actual
travel expenses allowable.
(G) The Joint Legislative Ethics Committee shall report violations of this
section to the Elections Commission pursuant to division (E)(1) of Section 13 of
this Code of Ethics.
SECTION 10. HONORARIA AND TESTIMONIALS
(A) No member of the General Assembly, employee of the General
Assembly who is required to file a financial disclosure statement under section
102.02 of the Revised Code, or employee of any legislative agency who is
required to file a financial disclosure statement under section 102.02 of the
Revised Code shall solicit or accept an honorarium. This division and divisions
(A), (B), and (C) of Section 7 of this Code of Ethics do not prohibit a member or
employee who is required to file a financial disclosure statement under section
102.02 of the Revised Code from accepting the payment of actual travel
expenses, including any expenses incurred in connection with the travel for
lodging, and meals, food, and beverages provided to the member or employee at
a meeting at which the member or employee participates in a panel, seminar, or
speaking engagement or provided to the member or employee at a meeting or
convention of a national organization to which either house of the General
Assembly, or any state agency, including, but not limited to, any legislative
agency or state institution of higher education as defined in section 3345.011 of
the Revised Code, pays membership dues. This division and divisions (A), (B),
and (C) of Section 7 of this Code of Ethics do not prohibit an employee of the
General Assembly or employee of any legislative agency who is not required to
file a financial disclosure statement under section 102.02 of the Revised Code
from accepting an honorarium or the payment of travel, meal, and lodging
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expenses if the honorarium, expenses, or both were paid in recognition of
demonstrable business, professional, or esthetic interests of the employee that
exist apart from the employee's public employment, including, but not limited to,
such a demonstrable interest in public speaking and were not paid by any person
or other entity, or by any representative or association of such person or entities,
that is regulated by, doing business with, or seeking to do business with the
General Assembly or any legislative agency.
(B) No member of the General Assembly shall conduct a public or
private fund raising event that seeks to provide money for the member's personal
use.
(C) As used in this section, "honorarium" means any payment made in
consideration for any speech given, article published, or attendance at any public
or private conference, convention, meeting, social event, meal, or similar
gathering. "Honorarium" does not include ceremonial gifts or awards that have
insignificant monetary value; unsolicited gifts of nominal value or trivial items
of informational value; or earned income from any person, other than a
legislative agent, for personal services that are customarily provided in
connection with the practice of a bona fide business, if that business initially
began before the member or employee conducting that business was elected or
appointed to the member's or employee's office or position of employment.
SECTION 11. IMPROPER INDUCEMENT
If any person attempts to induce a member or employee of or candidate
for the General Assembly or employee of any legislative agency to violate any
provision of this Code of Ethics, the member, employee, or candidate shall
report the matter to the Joint Legislative Ethics Committee.
SECTION 12. ADVISORY BODY
(A) The Joint Legislative Ethics Committee may recommend legislation
relating to ethics, conflicts of interest, and financial disclosure and, upon a vote
of a majority of its members, may render advisory opinions with regard to
questions concerning these matters for members and employees of and
candidates for the General Assembly and for employees of any legislative
agency.
(B) When the Joint Legislative Ethics Committee renders an advisory
opinion that has been publicly sought and that relates to a special set of
circumstances involving ethics, conflicts of interest, or financial disclosure under
Chapter 102. or section 2921.42 or 2921.43 of the Revised Code, the person to
whom the opinion was directed or who was similarly situated may reasonably
rely upon such opinion and shall be immune from criminal prosecutions, civil
suits, or actions for removal from the person's office or position of employment
for a violation of Chapter 102. or section 2921.42 or 2921.43 of the Revised
Code based on facts and circumstances covered by the opinion, if the opinion
states that there is no violation of Chapter 102. or section 2921.42 or 2921.43 of
the Revised Code. The committee shall include in every advisory opinion it
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renders a statement as to whether the set of circumstances described in the
advisory opinion constitutes a violation of section 2921.42 or 2921.43 of the
Revised Code. When the Joint Legislative Ethics Committee renders an opinion
that has been publicly sought, the advisory opinion is a public record available
under section 149.43 of the Revised Code.
(C) When the Joint Legislative Ethics Committee renders a written
opinion that has been privately sought and that relates to a special set of
circumstances involving ethics, conflicts of interest, or financial disclosure under
Chapter 102. or section 2921.42 or 2921.43 of the Revised Code, the written
opinion does not have the legal effect of an advisory opinion issued under
division (B) of this section. When the Joint Legislative Ethics Committee
renders a written opinion that has been privately sought, the written opinion is
not a public record available under section 149.43 of the Revised Code.
The person to whom a written opinion is issued under this division may
request the committee to issue the written opinion as an advisory opinion. The
person may make the request at any time within thirty days after the written
opinion is issued and prior to committing any proposed action discussed in the
written opinion. Upon receiving a timely request and with the approval of a
majority of the members of the committee, the committee may issue the written
opinion as an advisory opinion. If the committee issues the written opinion as an
advisory opinion, the advisory opinion has the same legal effect as an advisory
opinion issued under division (B) of this section and is a public record available
under section 149.43 of the Revised Code. If the person commits any proposed
action discussed in the written opinion before the committee issues the written
opinion as an advisory opinion, the advisory opinion grants no immunity to the
person regarding any action that is discussed in the written opinion and that the
person commits before the committee issues the written opinion as an advisory
opinion.
(D) The Joint Legislative Ethics Committee shall issue an advisory
opinion under division (B) of this section or a written opinion under division (C)
of this section, whether it is publicly or privately sought, only at a meeting of the
committee and only with the approval of a majority of the members of the
committee.
(E) All requests for an opinion shall be submitted in writing by the
member or employee of or candidate for the General Assembly or employee of
any legislative agency who desires the opinion and shall state in the request
whether the opinion is being publicly or privately sought. If the request fails to
state whether the opinion is being publicly or privately sought, the committee
shall consider the opinion to be privately sought. The committee shall issue in
writing all advisory opinions that have been publicly sought, appropriately
number them, and make them available for public inspection. The Joint
Legislative Ethics Committee shall conduct all of its proceedings surrounding
the rendering of an opinion so as to protect the confidentiality of those named in
the request for the opinion.
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SECTION 13. CONSIDERATION AND HEARING OF COMPLAINTS
(A)(1) The Joint Legislative Ethics Committee shall receive, and may
initiate, complaints concerning breach of privilege and complaints against
members and employees of and candidates for the General Assembly and
employees of any legislative agency concerning conduct alleged to be
misconduct, a violation of Chapter 102. or section 2921.42 or 2921.43 of the
Revised Code, this Code of Ethics, or the House or Senate rules. All complaints
except those by the committee shall be by affidavit made on personal
knowledge, subject to the penalties of perjury. A complaint by the committee
shall be by affidavit, based upon facts that constitute reasonable cause to believe
that a breach of privilege, misconduct, or a violation of the House or Senate
rules, this Code of Ethics, or Chapter 102. or section 2921.42 or 2921.43 of the
Revised Code, has occurred. The complaint shall not contain innuendo,
speculative assertions, or conclusory statements.
At the first meeting of the committee in each calendar year, the
chairperson of the committee for that year shall appoint an investigation
subcommittee. The subcommittee shall consist of the chairperson of the
committee for that year and a member of the committee who is a member of the
chamber and political party of which the chairperson is not a member. This
subcommittee shall have the authority to issue subpoenas regarding complaints
referred to it and approve depositions by the Office of the Legislative Inspector
General.
(2) A complaint other than a complaint by the committee shall be filed
with the executive director of the Office of the Legislative Inspector General of
the Joint Legislative Ethics Committee. Upon receiving the complaint, the
executive director or the executive director's designee shall gather, if necessary,
preliminary facts surrounding the complaint for presentation to the chairperson
or committee. Thereafter, the executive director shall seal the complaint and
deliver it to the chairperson of the Joint Legislative Ethics Committee. A
complaint by the committee shall be drafted by the legal counsel of the Office of
the Legislative Inspector General, and, if at least eight members of the
committee approve the draft complaint, the draft complaint shall be a complaint
by the committee and shall be filed with the Office of the Legislative Inspector
General and delivered to the chairperson of the committee.
Within fourteen days after the filing of a complaint by a complainant, the
chairperson shall notify the complainant that the complaint has been filed with
the committee, that all further proceedings of the committee are confidential, that
the committee is required to dismiss the complaint if it is not disposed of within
six months after the complaint is filed, and that, if a report dealing with the
complaint has not been published in the House or Senate Journal, as appropriate,
within that time, the complaint has been dismissed because no violation was
found to have been committed by the accused person. Within fourteen days after
the filing of any complaint, the chairperson shall deliver a copy of the complaint
to the accused person and shall notify the accused person that the accused person
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may file, within twenty days after receiving the copy, a written response to the
complaint with the executive director of the Office of the Legislative Inspector
General and, if desired, may file in addition to the written response a request to
appear personally before the committee to answer to the complaint. The
executive director immediately shall seal the written response to the complaint,
the request, or both and deliver the written response, the request, or both to the
chairperson.
Within forty-five days after the filing of any complaint and at least
twenty days after the chairperson has delivered a copy of the complaint to the
accused person, the chairperson shall convene a meeting of the committee
regarding the complaint. If at least eight members of the committee find that the
complaint before the committee is not frivolous and that the facts alleged
constitute on their face a breach of privilege, misconduct, a violation of this
Code of Ethics or the House or Senate Rules, or a violation of Chapter 102. or
section 2921.42 or 2921.43 of the Revised Code, the committee shall refer the
complaint to the Office of the Legislative Inspector General for further
investigation and may delegate to the investigation subcommittee appointed
pursuant to division (A)(1) of this section the authority to issue subpoenas
regarding a given complaint or other matter. The chairperson of the committee
shall notify the accused of the referral. Unless eight members of the committee
find that the complaint before the committee alleges facts that, on their face,
constitute a breach of privilege, misconduct, a violation of this Code of Ethics or
the House or Senate Rules, or a violation of Chapter 102. or sections 2921.42 or
2921.43 of the Revised Code, the committee shall dismiss the complaint.
(B) The Office of the Legislative Inspector General shall investigate each
complaint referred to it by the committee and shall investigate any other matters
as directed by the committee. The Office of the Legislative Inspector General
may request further information from the complainant, any person presenting
charges to the committee, the accused person if the information sought is directly
relevant to a complaint or charges received by the committee pursuant to this
section, and any other person it believes may have information pertaining to the
complaint or other matter referred for investigation to the Office of the
Legislative Inspector General. It may request the committee to issue a subpoena
to obtain any necessary information. Upon the approval of the investigation
subcommittee appointed pursuant to division (A)(1) of this section, the Office of
the Legislative Inspector General may depose any person. Any person
interviewed or deposed by the Office of the Legislative Inspector General may
be represented by an attorney. The substance of any request for further
information and the information provided pursuant to any request are
confidential. Except as otherwise provided in this section, the person from whom
information is requested shall not divulge the substance of the committee's
request to any person other than the person's attorney and shall not divulge the
information provided in response to the request to any person other than the
person's attorney and any person necessary to prepare the information for
delivery to the committee. Except as otherwise provided in this section, no
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attorney or person who prepares information for delivery to the committee shall
divulge the substance of the committee's request or the information provided in
response to the request.
Upon the completion of an investigation based on a complaint referred to
the Office of the Legislative Inspector General, the executive director, or the
executive director's designee, shall present to the committee the executive
director's or designee's preliminary findings with respect to the facts and
evidence gathered regarding the complaint. Upon receiving the preliminary
findings, the committee, upon a vote of at least eight members of the committee,
may refer the complaint back to the Office of the Legislative Inspector General
for further investigation, hold a hearing pursuant to divisions (D) and (G) of this
section, order remedial action pursuant to division (D) of this section, or dismiss
the complaint.
Upon the completion of an investigation of any other matter referred to
the Office of the Legislative Inspector General, the executive director or the
executive director's designee shall present to the committee the executive
director's or designee's preliminary findings with respect to the facts and
evidence gathered regarding the matter referred. Upon receiving the preliminary
findings, the committee, upon a vote of at least eight members of the committee,
may refer the matter back to the Office of the Legislative Inspector General for
further investigation, request that a complaint be drafted by the legal counsel of
the Office of the Legislative Inspector General, terminate the investigation, or
hold a hearing pursuant to division (E) of this section.
Before the fifth day of each month, the executive director of the Office of
the Legislative Inspector General shall make a report, in writing, to the
committee regarding the status of any ongoing investigation that the committee
referred to the Office of the Legislative Inspector General.
(C) Before the committee takes any formal action against a person who is
the subject of an investigation based upon a complaint filed with the committee,
the committee shall consider the complaint.
(D) The committee may defer action on a complaint against members and
employees of and candidates for the General Assembly and employees of any
legislative agency when the complaint alleges conduct that at least eight
members of the committee find reason to believe is being reviewed by
appropriate law enforcement or regulatory authorities, or when at least eight
members of the committee determine that it is appropriate for the conduct
alleged in the complaint to be reviewed initially by law enforcement or
regulatory authorities.
(E)(1) If, in any case in which a complaint is filed with the committee, at
least eight members of the committee find that the complaint is not frivolous and
there is reasonable cause to believe that the facts alleged in the complaint
constitute a breach of privilege, misconduct, or a violation of Chapter 102. or
section 2921.42 or 2921.43 of the Revised Code, this Code of Ethics, or the
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House or Senate Rules, the committee shall hold a hearing. At the hearing, the
legal counsel of the Office of the Legislative Inspector General shall present to
the committee the case against the accused person, introduce evidence, call
witnesses, and cross-examine witnesses. The chairperson of the committee shall
make all rulings regarding procedure and the admissibility of evidence. The
hearing and all related proceedings of the committee are absolutely confidential
as provided under this Code of Ethics and section 102.06 of the Revised Code.
No member or employee of the committee, person who staffs or otherwise serves
the committee, witness, or other person shall divulge any information about the
hearing or related proceedings, except that a witness and the complainant may
consult with an attorney before and after the hearing and any related proceeding,
any witness may be represented by an attorney while the witness is being
examined or cross-examined, the accused person may be represented by an
attorney at all stages of the proceedings, and the attorney of the accused person
may attend all hearings and related proceedings of the committee.
(2) If, in any case in which a complaint is filed with the committee, at
least eight members of the committee find that the complaint is frivolous or that
there is no reasonable cause to believe that the charge or complaint constitutes a
breach of privilege, misconduct, or a violation of Chapter 102. or section
2921.42 or 2921.43 of the Revised Code, this Code of Ethics, or the House or
Senate Rules, the committee shall dismiss the complaint and notify the accused
person in writing of the dismissal of the complaint. If the committee so dismisses
the complaint, the committee shall not issue a report of its findings unless the
accused person requests a report. If the accused person requests a report, the
committee shall issue a report in accordance with division (F)(2) of this section.
(3) If, in any case in which a complaint is filed with the committee, the
committee finds by unanimous concurrence of its membership that there is
reasonable cause to believe that the charges presented constitute a breach of
privilege, misconduct, or a violation of this Code of Ethics or the House or
Senate Rules but do not constitute a violation of Chapter 102. or section 2921.42
or 2921.43 of the Revised Code and also finds by unanimous concurrence of its
membership that the breach of privilege, misconduct, or violation was in good
faith and without wrongful intent and the person has taken or will take suitable
remedial action, it may order the person to take any further remedial action it
considers necessary and, upon satisfaction that any order it makes is complied
with, terminate the investigation, with the concurrence of the accused person. If
an investigation is so terminated, the committee shall not issue a report of its
findings unless the accused person requests a report. If the accused person
requests a report, the committee shall issue a report in accordance with division
(F)(2) of this section. If the accused person fails to comply with an order of the
committee, the committee, upon concurrence of at least eight of its members,
shall proceed with the original complaint filed against the person.
(F)(1) If, upon the basis of the hearing, at least eight members of the
committee find, based upon a preponderance of the evidence, that the facts
alleged in the complaint are true and constitute a violation of Chapter 102. or
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section 2921.42 or 2921.43 of the Revised Code, the committee, upon
concurrence of at least eight of its members, shall order the Office of the
Legislative Inspector General to prepare a report of the committee's findings to
the appropriate prosecuting authority or other appropriate body for proceedings
in prosecution of the violations and, in accordance with division (F)(1) of this
section, issue a report to the General Assembly recommending reprimand,
censure, expulsion, or other sanction the committee considers appropriate. Upon
acceptance by at least eight members of the committee of the report to the
appropriate prosecuting authority or other appropriate body, the committee shall
report its findings to the appropriate prosecuting authority, the Elections
Commission, or other appropriate body. This report is the investigative report
described in division (E) of section 101.34 of the Revised Code and shall contain
any findings of fact and conclusions of law made by the committee. This report
shall not contain any papers, records, affidavits, or documents upon any
complaint, inquiry, or investigation relating to the proceedings of the committee.
If at least eight members of the committee find, based upon a preponderance of
the evidence, that the facts alleged in the complaint are true and constitute a
violation of division (B) of section 102.031 of the Revised Code, the committee
may impose a fine of not more than one thousand dollars upon the member.
(2) If, upon the basis of the hearing, at least eight members of the
committee find, based upon a preponderance of the evidence, that a breach of
privilege has been committed or that a member or employee of or candidate for
the General Assembly or employee of any legislative agency has violated a
provision of this Code of Ethics or the House or Senate Rules that is not a
violation of Chapter 102. or section 2921.42 or 2921.43 of the Revised Code, or
has committed misconduct, the committee, upon concurrence of at least eight of
its members and in accordance with division (F)(1) of this section, may issue a
report recommending reprimand, censure, expulsion, or other sanction the
committee considers appropriate or, upon a finding by unanimous concurrence
of its membership that the breach of privilege, misconduct, or violation was in
good faith and without wrongful intent and the person has taken or will take
suitable remedial action, may order the person to take any further remedial
action it considers necessary and, upon satisfaction that any order it makes is
complied with, dismiss the complaint without issuing a report of its findings,
unless the accused person requests a report. If the accused person requests a
report, the committee shall issue a report in accordance with division (F)(2) of
this section. If the person fails to comply with an order of the committee, the
committee, upon concurrence of eight of its members, shall recommend some
sanction.
(3) If, upon the basis of the hearing, at least eight members of the
committee do not find, based upon a preponderance of the evidence, that the
facts alleged in a complaint constitute a breach of privilege, misconduct, or a
violation of Chapter 102. or section 2921.42 or 2921.43 of the Revised Code,
this Code of Ethics, or the House or Senate Rules, the committee shall dismiss
the complaint. The complaint shall also be dismissed if the committee has not
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conducted a hearing within ninety days after the complaint is filed with the
committee, or if the committee has not finally disposed of the complaint within
six months after the complaint is filed with the committee. The committee shall
notify the accused person in writing of the dismissal of the complaint. The
committee shall not issue a report of its findings unless the accused person
requests a report. If the accused person requests a report, the committee shall
issue a report in accordance with division (F)(2) of this section. If the committee
issues the report, all evidence and the record of the hearing shall remain
confidential unless the accused person also requests that the evidence and record
be made public. Upon request by the accused person, the committee shall make
the evidence and the record available for public inspection.
(G)(1) Any report of the committee that is issued pursuant to division
(E)(1) of this section and contains a finding that the facts in the complaint are
true and constitute a violation of Chapter 102. or section 2921.42 or 2921.43 of
the Revised Code, or that is issued pursuant to division (E)(2) of this section and
contains a finding that a breach of privilege, misconduct, or violation of this
Code of Ethics or the House or Senate Rules has occurred and recommends
reprimand, censure, expulsion, or another appropriate sanction, shall be entered
in the House Journal and the Senate Journal. The House of Representatives and
the Senate shall vote on approval of any report entered in the House or Senate
Journal in accordance with this division. Concurrence of two-thirds of the
members of both the House and the Senate shall be necessary for approval of the
report, and, upon approval, any recommended sanction shall be imposed
immediately.
(2) If the investigation of the committee results in a finding that a
complaint that is filed is frivolous or that no misconduct, breach of privilege, or
violation of Chapter 102. or section 2921.42 or 2921.43 of the Revised Code,
this Code of Ethics, or the House or Senate Rules has been committed or if the
committee terminates an investigation or dismisses a complaint pursuant to
division (E)(2) or (3) of this section, the committee shall not issue a report of its
findings unless the accused person requests a report. If the accused person
requests a report, the committee shall issue a report and publish it in the House
Journal, if the accused person is a member or employee of, or candidate for, the
House of Representatives, or the Senate Journal, if the accused person is a
member or employee of, or candidate for, the Senate or an employee of any
legislative agency. A report published in the House or Senate Journal under
division (F)(2) of this section does not require a vote by the House or Senate.
(H) A person against whom a complaint is filed shall be given by
certified mail, return receipt requested, or by personal service reasonable notice
of the date, time, and place of the hearing and a statement of the charges and the
law or provision directly involved, and shall be granted the following rights: to
be represented by counsel, to have counsel appointed for the person if the person
is unable to afford counsel without undue hardship, to examine the evidence
against the person, to have access to all information relative to the complaint that
is in the possession or knowledge of the committee or the Office of the
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Legislative Inspector General, to produce evidence and to call and subpoena
witnesses in the person's defense, to confront the person's accusers, to
cross-examine witnesses, to have a stenographic record made of the hearing, to
have the hearing follow the rules of evidence applicable to the courts of this
state, and to have the hearing closed to the public. A person, with the approval of
the committee, may waive any or all of such rights by executing a written waiver
and filing it with the committee.
(I) The chairperson of the committee and the executive director and chief
legal counsel of the Office of the Legislative Inspector General may administer
oaths, and the committee or the investigation subcommittee appointed pursuant
to division (A)(1) of this section may issue subpoenas to any person in the state
compelling the attendance of witnesses and the production of relevant papers,
books, accounts, and records. The committee or the investigation subcommittee
shall issue subpoenas to compel the attendance of witnesses and the production
of documents upon the request of an accused person. Section 101.42 of the
Revised Code shall govern the issuance of such subpoenas insofar as applicable.
Upon the refusal of any person to obey a subpoena, be sworn, or answer as a
witness, the committee or the investigation subcommittee may apply to the Court
of Common Pleas of Franklin County under section 2705.03 of the Revised
Code. The court shall hold proceedings in accordance with Chapter 2705. of the
Revised Code. The committee, the Office of the Legislative Inspector General,
or the accused person may take the depositions of witnesses residing within or
without the state in the same manner as prescribed by law for the taking of
depositions in civil actions in the court of common pleas.
(J)(1) All complaints, papers, records, affidavits, and documents upon
any complaint, inquiry, or investigation relating to the proceedings of the
committee shall be sealed and are private and confidential, except as otherwise
provided in this section. The substance of any charges received by the committee
and of any request made by the committee for further information, any
information received by the committee, all testimony and other evidence
presented during a hearing, and all committee discussions are private and
confidential, except as otherwise provided in this section. No person serving on
or employed in the service of the committee, or employee of the Office of the
Legislative Inspector General who staffs or otherwise assists the committee or
the Office of the Legislative Inspector General employee who staffs the
committee shall divulge any of the following:
(a) Any matter concerning a complaint after it is filed with the executive
director of the Office of the Legislative Inspector General;
(b) In the case of complaints initiated by the committee, any matter
concerning a complaint after the matter is under investigation by the committee,
whether before or after a complaint is filed;
(c) Any other information that is made private and confidential by this
section.
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(2) The requirement of confidentiality set forth in division (I)(1) of this
section includes without limitation divulging any matter to members or
employees of the House or Senate or employees of any legislative agency who
are not members of or assigned to the committee or to any employees of the
Office of the Legislative Inspector General who are not assigned to staff the
committee or do not assist any Office of the Legislative Inspector General
employee assigned to staff the committee, but does not prevent any of the
following:
(a) The issuance of a final report by the committee or any commentary
upon the contents of the final report;
(b) Discussion of any complaint, request for an advisory opinion, charges
presented to the committee, information related to a complaint, to an advisory
opinion request, or to charges presented to the committee, proceedings of the
committee, or other papers, records, affidavits, documents, or proceedings that
are made private and confidential by this section between the members of the
committee and any of the following:
(i) Any employees or staff of the committee;
(ii) Any employees of the General Assembly assigned to serve the
committee, and any employee who serves as legal counsel for a caucus of the
General Assembly;
(iii) Any employees of the Office of the Legislative Inspector General
assigned to staff the committee;
(iv) Any other persons employed by or assigned to serve the committee.
(c) The preparation of any documents necessary for the operation of the
committee by employees of the General Assembly assigned to the committee
chairperson, employees of the General Assembly assigned to staff the
committee, or employees of the Office of the Legislative Inspector General who
assist the Office of the Legislative Inspector General employee assigned to staff
the committee, except that any confidentiality requirements of this section
applicable to the members of the committee shall apply to the employees of the
General Assembly, committee, or Office of the Legislative Inspector General
who prepare those documents.
(K) If a complaint filed with the committee alleges a violation by a
member of the committee, the member against whom the allegation is made shall
not vote on the matter. The committee shall conduct no business concerning
complaints unless a majority of its members are present.
(L) The committee shall deliver all notices and other documents by
certified mail, return receipt requested, or by personal service.
(M) Within fourteen days after the final disposition of a complaint, either
by dismissal or by referral to the appropriate prosecuting authority, the
committee shall notify the complainant of the dismissal or referral by certified
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mail, return receipt requested, or by personal service.
SECTION 14. AMENDMENTS TO THE ETHICS CODE
The Joint Legislative Ethics Committee may recommend amendments to
this Code of Ethics at any time by proposing to the General Assembly a
concurrent resolution containing the desired amendments.
SECTION 15. DISTRIBUTION OF ETHICS CODE
Each member and employee of the General Assembly and each employee
of any legislative agency shall be given a copy of this Code of Ethics within ten
days after its adoption.
SECTION 16. APPLICATION TO 131st GENERAL ASSEMBLY
The Code of Ethics for the 130th General Assembly shall be effective
until the 131st General Assembly adopts the Code of Ethics for the 131st
General Assembly.
The question being, "Shall the resolution, H. C. R. No. 34, be adopted?"
The yeas and nays were taken and resulted - yeas 29, nays 0, as follows:
Those who voted in the affirmative were: Senators
Bacon
Coley
Hite
Kearney
Obhof
Sawyer
Tavares

Beagle
Eklund
Hughes
LaRose
Oelslager
Schaffer
Turner

Brown
Gardner
Jones
Lehner
Patton
Schiavoni
Uecker

Burke
Gentile
Jordan
Manning
Peterson
Skindell
Widener
Faber-29.

So the resolution was adopted.
The question being, "Shall the title be agreed to?"
Senator Obhof moved to amend the title as follows:
Add the names: "Coley, Eklund, Faber, Gardner, Hite, Hughes, Jones,
Jordan, LaRose, Lehner, Manning, Obhof, Oelslager, Patton, Peterson,
Sawyer, Uecker."
The question being, "Shall the motion be agreed to?"
The motion was agreed to and the title so amended.
BILLS FOR THIRD CONSIDERATION
Sub. H. B. No. 72-Representatives Brenner, Gerberry.
Cosponsors: Representatives Adams, R., Anielski, Antonio, Baker, Barborak,
Beck, Blair, Blessing, Boose, Buchy, Burkley, Carney, Celebrezze, Conditt,
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Damschroder, Derickson, Driehaus, Duffey, Fedor, Green, Grossman,
Hackett, Hayes, Letson, Lundy, Lynch, Mallory, Milkovich, O'Brien,
Patterson, Pillich, Ramos, Retherford, Rogers, Ruhl, Sprague, Stebelton,
Stinziano, Strahorn, Thompson, Wachtmann, Speaker Batchelder. Senator
LaRose.
To amend sections 135.807, 149.412, 149.52, 317.02, 317.04, 317.05,
317.07, 317.08, 317.09, 317.10, 317.111, 317.112, 317.12, 317.13, 317.15,
317.17, 317.18, 317.19, 317.20, 317.22, 317.26, 317.28, 317.29, 317.31,
317.32, 317.35, 317.36, 319.203, 319.302, 323.152, 323.43, 503.13, 703.16,
707.09, 709.06, 709.32, 709.38, 709.39, 723.04, 723.05, 961.02, 961.05,
971.15, 1311.06, 1311.35, 1311.42, 1337.08, 1513.33, 1513.37, 1701.73,
1701.81, 1701.811, 1702.38, 1702.43, 1702.462, 1705.38, 1705.381, 1729.38,
1776.70, 1776.74, 1782.433, 1782.4310, 2113.62, 2505.13, 2937.27, 3929.18,
4123.76, 4123.78, 4141.23, 4503.065, 4961.39, 5301.01, 5301.14, 5301.21,
5301.25, 5301.255, 5301.28, 5301.32, 5301.33, 5301.331, 5301.332, 5301.34,
5301.35, 5301.52, 5301.56, 5302.15, 5302.17, 5302.171, 5302.222, 5309.13,
5309.41, 5309.64, 5310.35, 5310.38, 5705.19, 5709.084, 5715.701, 5719.04,
5721.35, 5733.41, 5741.03, 5747.02, 5747.025, 5747.451, and 5815.15 and to
repeal sections 317.201, 711.12, and 5310.37 of the Revised Code and to
amend Sections 803.80 and 803.90 of Am. Sub. H.B. 59 of the 130th General
Assembly generally to modernize and make other changes regarding how the
county recorder's office maintains records, to correct and modify recent
amendments to tax-related law, to lengthen the maximum term of a property
tax levy for the purpose of zoological parks operated or supported by a county,
and to declare an emergency, was considered the third time.
The question being, "Shall the section, Section 8, setting forth the
emergency features of the bill, stand as a part of the bill?"
Senator Widener moved that he be excused from any and all votes
pertaining to H. B. No. 72, pursuant to Senate Rule No. 57.
The question being, "Shall the motion be agreed to?"
The motion was agreed to.
The question recurred, "Shall the section, Section 8, setting forth the
emergency features of the bill, stand as a part of the bill?"
Senator Schiavoni moved to amend as follows:
In line 1010, after "held" insert " on or"
In line 1011, delete " September 29, 2013" and insert " November 5,
2013"
In line 30 of the title, after the comma insert "to extend the 10% and
2.5% partial property tax "rollback" exemptions to new and replacement levies
approved at the 2013 general election,"
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The question being, "Shall the motion be agreed to?"
Senator Patton moved that the amendment be laid on the table.
The question being, "Shall the motion be agreed to?"
A roll call was requested which was properly supported.
The yeas and nays were taken and resulted - yeas 20, nays 8, as follows:
Those who voted in the affirmative were: Senators
Bacon
Eklund
Jones
Manning
Peterson

Beagle
Gardner
Jordan
Obhof
Schaffer

Burke
Hite
LaRose
Oelslager
Uecker

Coley
Hughes
Lehner
Patton
Faber-20.

Senators Brown, Gentile, Kearney, Sawyer, Schiavoni, Skindell, Tavares,
and Turner voted in the negative-8.
The amendment was laid on the table.
The question recurred, "Shall the section, Section 8, setting forth the
emergency features of the bill, stand as a part of the bill?"
Senator Schiavoni moved to amend as follows:
In line 45, after "5741.03," insert "5743.021,"
Between lines 5296 and 5297, insert:
"Sec. 5743.021. (A) As used in this section, "qualifying regional arts and
cultural district" means a regional arts and cultural district created under section
3381.04 Chapter 3381. of the Revised Code in a county having a population of
one million two hundred thousand or more according to the 2000 federal
decennial census.
(B) For one or more of the purposes for which a tax may be levied under
section 3381.16 of the Revised Code and for the purposes of paying the expenses
of administering the tax and the expenses charged by a board of elections to hold
an election on a question submitted under this section, the board of county
commissioners of a county that has within its territorial boundaries a qualifying
regional arts and cultural district may levy a tax on the sale of cigarettes sold for
resale at retail in the county composing the district. The rate of the tax, when
added to the rate of any other tax concurrently levied by the board under this
section, shall not exceed fifteen mills per cigarette, and shall be computed on
each cigarette sold. Only one sale of the same article shall be used in computing
the amount of tax due. The tax may be levied for any number of years not
exceeding ten years.
The tax shall be levied pursuant to a resolution of the board of county
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commissioners approved by a majority of the electors in the county voting on the
question of levying the tax. The resolution shall specify the rate of the tax, the
number of years the tax will be levied, and the purposes for which the tax is
levied. The election may be held on the date of a general, primary, or special
election held not sooner than ninety days after the date the board certifies its
resolution to the board of elections. If approved by the electors, the tax shall take
effect on the first day of the month specified in the resolution but not sooner than
the first day of the month that is at least sixty days after the certification of the
election results by the board of elections. A copy of the resolution levying the
tax shall be certified to the tax commissioner at least sixty days prior to the date
on which the tax is to become effective.
(C) The form of the ballot in an election held under this section shall be
as follows, or in any other form acceptable to the secretary of state:
"For the purpose of .......... (insert the purpose or purposes of the tax),
shall an excise tax be levied throughout .......... County for the benefit of the
........... (name of the qualifying regional arts and cultural district) on the sale of
cigarettes at wholesale at the rate of .... mills per cigarette for ..... years?
For the tax
Against the tax

"

(D) The treasurer of state shall credit all moneys arising from taxes levied
on behalf of each district under this section and section 5743.321 of the Revised
Code as follows:
(1) To the tax refund fund created by section 5703.052 of the Revised
Code, amounts equal to the refunds from each tax levied under this section
certified by the tax commissioner pursuant to section 5743.05 of the Revised
Code;
(2) Following the crediting of amounts pursuant to division (D)(1) of this
section:
(a) To the permissive tax distribution fund created under section
4301.423 of the Revised Code, an amount equal to ninety-eight per cent of the
remainder collected;
(b) To the local excise tax administrative fund, which is hereby created in
the state treasury, an amount equal to two per cent of such remainder, for use by
the tax commissioner in defraying costs incurred in administering the tax.
On or before the second working day of each month, the treasurer of state
shall certify to the tax commissioner the amount of taxes levied on behalf of
each district under sections 5743.021 and 5743.321 of the Revised Code and
paid to the treasurer of state during the preceding month.
On or before the tenth day of each month, the tax commissioner shall
distribute the amount credited to the permissive tax distribution fund during the
preceding month by providing for payment of the appropriate amount to the

1224

SENATE JOURNAL, WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2013

county treasurer of the county in which the tax is levied."
In line 5765, after "5741.03," insert "5743.021,"
In line 19 of the title, after "5741.03," insert "5743.021,"
In line 30 of the title, after the comma insert "to authorize all counties,
regardless of population, to levy, with voter approval, an additional cigarette
excise tax to fund a regional arts and cultural district in the county,"
The question being, "Shall the motion be agreed to?"
Senator Obhof moved that the amendment be laid on the table.
The question being, "Shall the motion be agreed to?"
A roll call was requested which was properly supported.
The yeas and nays were taken and resulted - yeas 20, nays 8, as follows:
Those who voted in the affirmative were: Senators
Bacon
Eklund
Jones
Manning
Peterson

Beagle
Gardner
Jordan
Obhof
Schaffer

Burke
Hite
LaRose
Oelslager
Uecker

Coley
Hughes
Lehner
Patton
Faber-20.

Senators Brown, Gentile, Kearney, Sawyer, Schiavoni, Skindell, Tavares,
and Turner voted in the negative-8.
The amendment was laid on the table.
The question recurred, "Shall the section, Section 8, setting forth the
emergency features of the bill, stand as a part of the bill?"
The yeas and nays were taken and resulted - yeas 20, nays 8, as follows:
Those who voted in the affirmative were: Senators
Bacon
Eklund
Jones
Manning
Peterson

Beagle
Gardner
Jordan
Obhof
Schaffer

Burke
Hite
LaRose
Oelslager
Uecker

Coley
Hughes
Lehner
Patton
Faber-20.

Senators Brown, Gentile, Kearney, Sawyer, Schiavoni, Skindell, Tavares,
and Turner voted in the negative-8.
So the section, Section 8, setting forth the emergency features of the
bill stood as a part of the bill.
The question being, "Shall the bill, Sub. H. B. No. 72, pass?"
The yeas and nays were taken and resulted - yeas 27, nays 1, as follows:
Those who voted in the affirmative were: Senators

SENATE JOURNAL, WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2013
Bacon
Coley
Hite
Kearney
Obhof
Sawyer
Turner

Beagle
Eklund
Hughes
LaRose
Oelslager
Schaffer
Uecker

Brown
Gardner
Jones
Lehner
Patton
Schiavoni
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Burke
Gentile
Jordan
Manning
Peterson
Skindell
Faber-27.

Senator Tavares voted in the negative-1.
So the bill passed.
The question being, "Shall the title be agreed to?"
Senator LaRose moved to amend the title as follows:
Add the names: "Bacon, Faber, Hite, Lehner, Oelslager, Peterson, Uecker."
The question being, "Shall the motion be agreed to?"
The motion was agreed to and the title so amended.
H. B. No. 97-Representatives Brenner, Letson.
Cosponsors: Representatives Ruhl, Ramos, Gonzales, Strahorn, Sprague,
Gerberry, Pillich, Barborak, Hottinger, Driehaus, Brown, Buchy, Stinziano,
Stebelton, Thompson, Milkovich, Antonio, Derickson, Lundy, Fedor, Mallory,
Heard, Rogers, Barnes, Bishoff, Johnson, Lynch, Schuring, Sears, Amstutz,
Anielski, Ashford, Baker, Beck, Blair, Blessing, Boyce, Butler, Carney,
Celebrezze, Damschroder, Dovilla, Green, Grossman, Hackett, Hagan, C.,
Hagan, R., Hall, Hill, O'Brien, Patterson, Pelanda, Phillips, Reece, Slaby,
Smith, Stautberg, Wachtmann, Winburn, Speaker Batchelder. Senators Hite,
Coley, Sawyer, Beagle, Gardner, Manning, Schiavoni, Turner.
To enact section 5.2285 of the Revised Code to designate October as
"Dyslexia Awareness Month", was considered the third time.
The question being, "Shall the bill, H. B. No. 97, pass?"
The yeas and nays were taken and resulted - yeas 29, nays 0, as follows:
Those who voted in the affirmative were: Senators
Bacon
Coley
Hite
Kearney
Obhof
Sawyer
Tavares

Beagle
Eklund
Hughes
LaRose
Oelslager
Schaffer
Turner

Brown
Gardner
Jones
Lehner
Patton
Schiavoni
Uecker

Burke
Gentile
Jordan
Manning
Peterson
Skindell
Widener
Faber-29.
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So the bill passed.
The question being, "Shall the title be agreed to?"
Senator Lehner moved to amend the title as follows:
Add the names: "Bacon, Brown, Burke, Eklund, Faber, Gentile, Hughes,
Jones, Kearney, LaRose, Obhof, Oelslager, Patton, Peterson, Schaffer,
Skindell, Tavares, Uecker, Widener."
The question being, "Shall the motion be agreed to?"
The motion was agreed to and the title so amended.
Sub. H. B. No. 110-Representative Schuring.
Cosponsors: Representatives Johnson, Patmon, Szollosi, Terhar, Grossman,
Damschroder, Celebrezze, Hagan, R., Milkovich, Anielski, Antonio, Ashford,
Baker, Barnes, Bishoff, Brenner, Brown, Buchy, Burkley, Curtin, Duffey,
Gonzales, Kunze, Mallory, McClain, Pillich, Rogers, Rosenberger, Slesnick,
Stinziano, Strahorn, Speaker Batchelder. Senators Manning, LaRose.
To amend section 4501.21 and to enact sections 4503.525, 4503.533, and
4503.90 of the Revised Code to create the "Power Squadron," "Combat Action
Ribbon or Badge," and "Nationwide Children's Hospital" license plates, was
considered the third time.
The question being, "Shall the bill, Sub. H. B. No. 110, pass?"
The yeas and nays were taken and resulted - yeas 29, nays 0, as follows:
Those who voted in the affirmative were: Senators
Bacon
Coley
Hite
Kearney
Obhof
Sawyer
Tavares

Beagle
Eklund
Hughes
LaRose
Oelslager
Schaffer
Turner

Brown
Gardner
Jones
Lehner
Patton
Schiavoni
Uecker

Burke
Gentile
Jordan
Manning
Peterson
Skindell
Widener
Faber-29.

So the bill passed.
The question being, "Shall the title be agreed to?"
Senator Manning moved to amend the title as follows:
Add the names: "Beagle, Eklund, Patton, Sawyer, Tavares, Widener."
The question being, "Shall the motion be agreed to?"
The motion was agreed to and the title so amended.
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S. B. No. 198-Senators Jones, Tavares.
Cosponsors: Senators Bacon, Beagle, Burke, Lehner, Manning, Seitz, Uecker,
Cafaro, Turner, Schiavoni, Smith, Brown, Kearney.
To amend section 313.121 and to enact section 5.2290 of the Revised Code
to designate October as "Sudden Infant Death Syndrome Awareness Month"
and to encourage the completion of a sudden unexplained infant death
investigation reporting form (SUIDI reporting form) developed by the United
States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention whenever a child one year
of age or younger dies suddenly when in apparent good health, was considered
the third time.
The question being, "Shall the bill, S. B. No. 198, pass?"
The yeas and nays were taken and resulted - yeas 29, nays 0, as follows:
Those who voted in the affirmative were: Senators
Bacon
Coley
Hite
Kearney
Obhof
Sawyer
Tavares

Beagle
Eklund
Hughes
LaRose
Oelslager
Schaffer
Turner

Brown
Gardner
Jones
Lehner
Patton
Schiavoni
Uecker

Burke
Gentile
Jordan
Manning
Peterson
Skindell
Widener
Faber-29.

So the bill passed.
The question being, "Shall the title be agreed to?"
Senator Jones moved to amend the title as follows:
Add the names: "Coley, Eklund, Faber, Gardner, Gentile, Hite, Hughes,
Jordan, LaRose, Obhof, Oelslager, Patton, Peterson, Sawyer, Schaffer,
Skindell, Widener."
The question being, "Shall the motion be agreed to?"
The motion was agreed to and the title so amended.
MOTIONS
Senator Obhof moved that Senators absent the week of Sunday, October 13,
2013, be excused, so long as a written explanation is on file with the Clerk
pursuant to Senate Rule No. 17.
The question being, "Shall the motion be agreed to?"
The motion was agreed to.

1228

SENATE JOURNAL, WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2013

INTRODUCTION AND FIRST CONSIDERATION OF BILLS
The following bill was introduced and considered the first time:
S. B. No. 207-Senators Patton, Manning.
To amend sections 2105.06, 2937.02, 3107.07, and 3109.042 and to enact
sections 2105.062, 3109.50, 3109.501, 3109.502, 3109.503, 3109.504,
3109.505, 3109.506, 3109.507, and 3109.508 of the Revised Code regarding
the parental rights of a person who was convicted of, or pleaded guilty to, rape
or sexual battery.

OFFERING OF RESOLUTIONS
Senator Bacon offered the following resolution:
S. C. R. No. 24-Senator Bacon.
Cosponsors: Senators Patton, Schaffer, Burke, Beagle, Uecker, Jones, Eklund,
Smith, Kearney, Cafaro, Gentile.
To declare November 2013 as "Pancreatic Cancer Awareness Month."
WHEREAS, Pancreatic cancer is one of the most deadly cancers. In
2013, an estimated 45,000 people in the United States will be diagnosed with
pancreatic cancer and more than 38,000 will die from the disease; and
WHEREAS, Pancreatic cancer is the fourth leading cause of cancer death
in the United States. It is the only major cancer with a five-year survival rate of
just six per cent; and
WHEREAS, In 2013, approximately 1,600 Ohioans will die from
pancreatic cancer; and
WHEREAS, Symptoms of pancreatic cancer often do not occur until the
cancer is at an advanced stage. Approximately seventy-three per cent of
pancreatic cancer patients die within the first year of diagnosis and ninety-four
per cent of patients die within the first five years of diagnosis; and
WHEREAS, The incidence of and mortality rate for pancreatic cancer is
increasing. By 2020, it is estimated that pancreatic cancer will move from the
fourth to the second leading cause of cancer death in the United States; and
WHEREAS, In 2012, the United States Congress enacted the
"Recalcitrant Cancer Research Act," which requires the National Cancer Institute
to develop a scientific framework for conducting research on pancreatic cancer
and other deadly cancers; and
WHEREAS, The Pancreatic Cancer Action Network is a national
organization serving individuals with pancreatic cancer through a comprehensive
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approach, including promoting the enactment of public policy initiatives,
increasing funding for pancreatic cancer research, providing services and support
to individuals with pancreatic cancer, and increasing public awareness and
education regarding effective treatments and a cure for pancreatic cancer; and
WHEREAS, The Pancreatic Cancer Action Network and its affiliates in
Ohio support individuals currently battling pancreatic cancer and are committed
to finding a cure for this devastating disease; and
WHEREAS, The good health and well-being of the residents of Ohio are
enhanced due to increased awareness of pancreatic cancer and conducting
research on early detection, causes, and effective treatments; now therefore be it
RESOLVED, That we, the members of the 130th General Assembly of
the State of Ohio, in adopting this resolution, declare November 2013 as
"Pancreatic Cancer Awareness Month" in the State of Ohio; and be it further
RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the Senate transmit duly authenticated
copies of this resolution to the news media of Ohio.
The question being, "Shall the resolution, S. C. R. No. 24, be adopted?"
The yeas and nays were taken and resulted - yeas 29, nays 0, as follows:
Those who voted in the affirmative were: Senators
Bacon
Coley
Hite
Kearney
Obhof
Sawyer
Tavares

Beagle
Eklund
Hughes
LaRose
Oelslager
Schaffer
Turner

Brown
Gardner
Jones
Lehner
Patton
Schiavoni
Uecker

Burke
Gentile
Jordan
Manning
Peterson
Skindell
Widener
Faber-29.

So the resolution was adopted.
The question being, "Shall the title be agreed to?"
Senator Bacon moved to amend the title as follows:
Add the names: "Brown, Coley, Faber, Gardner, Hite, Hughes, Jordan,
LaRose, Lehner, Manning, Oelslager, Peterson, Sawyer, Schiavoni, Skindell,
Tavares, Turner, Widener."
The question being, "Shall the motion be agreed to?"
The motion was agreed to and the title so amended.
Pursuant to Senate Rule No. 54, the following resolution was offered:
S. R. No. 202-Senator Skindell.
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In memory of Specialist Angel Luis Lopez.
The question being, "Shall the resolution listed under the President's
prerogative be adopted?"
So the resolution was adopted.
Message from the House of Representatives
Mr. President:
I am directed to inform you that the Speaker of the House of
Representatives has signed the following bill:
Am. H. B. No. 12 -Representative Roegner - et al.
Attest:

Bradley J. Young,
Clerk.

The President signed said bill.
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Pursuant to Senate Rules No. 19 and 20, the President of the Senate
appoints Senator Michael J. Skindell to the Criminal Justice Committee,
replacing Senator Tom Sawyer.
On the motion of Senator Widener, the Senate adjourned until Thursday,
October 17, 2013 at 9:30 a.m.

Attest:

VINCENT L. KEERAN,
Clerk.

