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Representatives Stewart, D., Peterson
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JOINT RESOLUTION

Proposing to anmend Sections la, 1lb, 1c, and 1g of
Article Il of the Constitution of Chio to require
an initiative or referendumto be placed on the
bal ot at the first regular or general election
conducted nore than one hundred twenty-five days
after the petitionis filed and to revise other
deadlines relative to the filing of those

petitions.

Be it resolved by the General Assenbly of the State of Chio,
three-fifths of the nmenbers elected to each house concurring
herein, that there shall be submitted to the electors of the
state, in the manner prescribed by |aw at a special election to be
held on March 4, 2008, a proposal to anend Sections la, 1b, 1c,
and 1g of Article Il of the Constitution of Chio to read as

foll ows:

ARTI CLE 1|

Section la. The first aforestated power reserved by the
people is designated the initiative, and the signatures of ten per

centum of the electors shall be required upon a petition to
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propose an anendment to the constitution. Wien a petition signed
by the aforesaid required nunber of electors, shall have been
filed with the secretary of state, and verified as herein

provi ded, proposing an amendnment to the constitution, the full
text of which shall have been set forth in such petition, the
secretary of state shall submt for the approval or rejection of
the el ectors, the proposed anmendnent, in the manner hereinafter
provi ded, at the next succeeding regular or general election in

any year occurring subsequent to nainety one hundred twenty-five

days after the filing of such petition. The initiative petitions,
above described, shall have printed across the top thereof:
"Arendnment to the Constitution Proposed by Initiative Petition to
be Submitted Directly to the El ectors.”

Section 1b. Wen at any tine, not |ess than ten days prior to
the comencenent of any session of the general assenbly, there
shall have been filed with the secretary of state a petition
signed by three per centumof the electors and verified as herein
provi ded, proposing a law, the full text of which shall have been
set forth in such petition, the secretary of state shall transmt
the sane to the general assenbly as soon as it convenes. If said
proposed | aw shall be passed by the general assenbly, either as
petitioned for or in an anended form it shall be subject to the
referendum |f it shall not be passed, or if it shall be passed in
an anmended form or if no action shall be taken thereon within
four nmonths fromthe tinme it is received by the general assenbly,
it shall be subnmitted by the secretary of state to the electors
for their approval or rejection at—thehrext—regular—or—general
election, if such subm ssion shall be demanded by suppl enentary
petition verified as herein provided and signed by not |ess than
three per centumof the electors in addition to those signing the
original petition, which supplenentary petition nust be signed and
filed with the secretary of state within ninety days after the

proposed | aw shall have been rejected by the general assenbly or
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after the expiration of such termof four nonths, if no action has
been taken thereon, or after the |law as passed by the genera
assenbly shall have been filed by the governor in the office of
the secretary of state. The proposed | aw shall be submitted at the

next requl ar or general election occurring subsequent to one

hundred twenty-five days after the supplenentary petition is filed

in the formdemanded by such supplenentary petition, which form
shall be either as first petitioned for or with any anmendnent or
anendnment s whi ch may have been incorporated therein by either
branch or by both branches, of the general assenbly. If a proposed
| aw so submitted is approved by a ngjority of the electors voting
thereon, it shall be the law and shall go into effect as herein
provided in lieu of any anended form of said | aw which nay have
been passed by the general assenbly, and such amended | aw passed
by the general assenbly shall not go into effect until and unl ess
the | aw proposed by supplenentary petition shall have been
rejected by the electors. Al such initiative petitions, |ast
above described, shall have printed across the top thereof, in
case of proposed | aws: "Law Proposed by Initiative Petition First
to be Subnmitted to the General Assenbly." Ballots shall be so
printed as to permt an affirmative or negative vote upon each
nmeasure subnmitted to the electors. Any proposed | aw or anmendnent
to the constitution submitted to the electors as provided in la
and 1b, if approved by a ngjority of the electors voting thereon,
shall take effect thirty days after the election at which it was
approved and shall be published by the secretary of state. If
conflicting proposed |laws or conflicting proposed anendnents to
the constitution shall be approved at the sane election by a

maj ority of the total nunber of votes cast for and against the
same, the one receiving the highest nunber of affirmative votes
shall be the law, or in the case of amendnments to the constitution
shall be the anmendnent to the constitution. No | aw proposed by

initiative petition and approved by the el ectors shall be subject
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to the veto of the governor

Section 1lc. The second aforestated power reserved by the
people is designated the referendum and the signatures of six per
centum of the electors shall be required upon a petition to order
the submission to the electors of the state for their approval or
rejection, of any law, section of any law or any itemin any |aw
appropriating noney passed by the general assenbly. No | aw passed
by the general assenbly shall go into effect until ninety days
after it shall have been filed by the governor in the office of
the secretary of state, except as herein provided. Wen a
petition, signed by six per centumof the electors of the state
and verified as herein provided, shall have been filed with the
secretary of state within ninety days after any |aw shall have
been filed by the governor in the office of the secretary of
state, ordering that such | aw, section of such law or any itemin
such | aw appropriating noney be subnitted to the electors of the
state for their approval or rejection, the secretary of state
shall submit to the electors of the state for their approval or
rejection such law, section or item in the manner herein
provi ded, at the next succeeding regular or general election in

any year occurring subsequent to sixty one hundred twenty-five

days after the filing of such petition, and no such | aw, section
or itemshall go into effect until and unl ess approved by a
majority of those voting upon the sane. If, however, a referendum
petition is filed against any such section or item the remainder
of the law shall not thereby be prevented or del ayed from going

into effect.

Section 1g. Any initiative, supplenentary, or referendum
petition may be presented in separate parts but each part shal

contain a full and correct copy of the title, and text of the |aw,

section or itemthereof sought to be referred, or the proposed | aw

or proposed anendnent to the constitution. Each signer of any
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initiative, supplenmentary, or referendum petition nust be an

el ector of the state and shall place on such petition after his
nane the date of signing and his place of residence. A signer
residing outside of a nmunicipality shall state the county and the
rural route nunber, post office address, or township of his
residence. Aresident of a nunicipality shall state the street and
nunber, if any, of his residence and the nane of the nunicipality
or post office address. The nanes of all signers to such petitions
shall be witten in ink, each signer for hinself. To each part of
such petition shall be attached the statenent of the circul ator

as may be required by law, that he witnessed the affixing of every

signature. The secretary of state shall deternmine the sufficiency

of the signatures not |ater than one hundred five days before the

el ection.

The Chio suprene court shall have original, exclusive

jurisdiction over all challenges nade to petitions and signatures

upon such petitions under this section. Any challenge to a

petition or signature on a petition shall be filed not later than

ninety-five days before the day of the election. The court shal

hear and rule on any chall enges nade to petitions and signatures

not later than eighty-five days before the election. If no ruling

deternmining the petition or signatures to be insufficient is

issued at least eighty-five days before the election, the petition
and signatures upon such petitions shall be presuned to be in al
respects sufficient—unless—nottaterthanforty days beforethe

| on—i hal || I : I L I _

If the petitions or signatures are deternm ned to be

insufficient, ten additional days shall be allowed for the filing

of additional signatures to such petition. Ne |f additional

signatures are filed, the secretary of state shall determi ne the

sufficiency of those additional signatures not |ater than
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sixty-five days before the election. Any challenge to the

additional signatures shall be filed not later than fifty-five

days before the day of the election. The court shall hear and rule

on_any challenges nade to the additional signatures not later than

forty-five days before the election. If no ruling determning the

additional signatures to be insufficient is issued at |east

forty-five days before the election, the petition and signatures

shall be presuned to be in all respects sufficient.

No | aw or anendment to the constitution submtted to the
el ectors by initiative and supplenentary petition and receiving an
affirmative magjority of the votes cast thereon, shall be held
unconstitutional or void on account of the insufficiency of the
petitions by which such subm ssion of the same was procured; nor
shall the rejection of any |aw submtted by referendum petition be
held invalid for such insufficiency. Upon all initiative,
suppl enentary, and referendum petitions provided for in any of the
sections of this article, it shall be necessary to file from each
of one-half of the counties of the state, petitions bearing the
signatures of not less than one-half of the designated percentage
of the electors of such county. A true copy of all laws or
proposed | aws or proposed amendnents to the constitution, together
with an argunent or explanation, or both, for, and al so an
argunment or explanation, or both, against the sane, shall be
prepared. The person or persons who prepare the argunent or
expl anation, or both, against any |law, section, or item submitted
to the electors by referendum petition, may be naned in such
petition and the persons who prepare the argunment or explanation
or both, for any proposed | aw or proposed anmendnment to the
constitution may be named in the petition proposing the sane. The
person or persons who prepare the argunent or explanation, or
both, for the law, section, or item submtted to the electors by
ref erendum petition, or against any proposed | aw submitted by

suppl enmentary petition, shall be naned by the general assenbly, if
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in session, and if not in session then by the governor. The | aw,
or proposed |aw, or proposed anmendnent to the constitution,
together with the argunents and expl anati ons, not exceeding a
total of three hundred words for each, and al so the argunents and
expl anati ons, not exceeding a total of three hundred words agai nst
each, shall be published once a week for three consecutive weeks
preceding the election, in at | east one newspaper of genera
circulation in each county of the state, where a newspaper is
publ i shed. The secretary of state shall cause to be placed upon
the ballots, the ballot |anguage for any such |law, or proposed
| aw, or proposed amendnment to the constitution, to be submtted.
The bal | ot | anguage shall be prescribed by the Chio ballot board
in the same manner, and subject to the same terns and conditions,
as apply to issues submtted by the general assenbly pursuant to
Section 1 of Article XVI of this constitution. The ballot |anguage
shall be so prescribed and the secretary of state shall cause the
ballots so to be printed as to pernit an affirmative or negative
vote upon each | aw, section of law, or itemin a |aw appropriating
noney, or proposed |aw, or proposed anmendnment to the constitution.
The style of all laws subnmitted by initiative and suppl enentary
petition shall be: "Be it Enacted by the People of the State of
Ghio," and of all constitutional amendnents: "Be it Resol ved by
the People of the State of Chio." The basis upon which the
requi red nunber of petitioners in any case shall be deternined
shall be the total nunber of votes cast for the office of governor
at the last preceding election therefor. The foregoing provisions
of this section shall be self-executing, except as herein
ot herwi se provided. Laws may be passed to facilitate their
operation, but in no way limting or restricting either such
provi sions or the powers herein reserved.

EFFECTI VE DATE AND REPEAL

If adopted by a majority of the electors voting on this

proposal, Sections 1la, 1lb, 1c, and 1g of Article Il amended by
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this proposal shall take inmediate effect, and existing Sections 215
la, 1b, 1c, and 1g of Article Il of the Constitution of Chio are 216

repeal ed fromthat effective date. 217



