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CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

To urge the Congress of the United States to refuse
to enact cap and trade legislation that would
negatively inpact Americans by increasing the
costs of goods and services and instead enact
| egi slation that encourages states to establish
and develop their own renewabl e energy portfolio

st andar ds.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE
OF OHIO (THE SENATE CONCURRING):

WHEREAS, President Barack Obama has proposed legislation to
the United States Congress to inplenment a cap and trade em ssions
trading systemthat would establish a cap on greenhouse gas
eni ssions, require those who emt greenhouse gases to purchase
governnent credits to offset em ssions, and allow those emtters

to trade or sell those credits; and

WHEREAS, Conpanies that are required to participate in the
cap and trade programw ll ultinately pass the cost of
participation in the programon to consuners. The Congressi onal

Budget O fice estimates that price increases resulting froma 15%
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cut in greenhouse gas emni ssions would cost the average househol d
between 1.7%to 3.3%of its after-tax incone every year, wth
househol ds in the bottomfifth of the incone scale |osing the

| argest share of inconme; and

WHEREAS, The conbusti on of coal produces nore than 50% of the
electricity generated in the United States, with Ohio receiving
nore than 85%of its electricity fromcoal. Thus, the cap and
trade programw Il result in massive increases in energy costs for
all consuners because the cost to produce electricity fromcoa
will be markedly higher. The increased energy costs wll
di sproportionally inpact states in the mddle part of the United
States such as Onhio that are nore reliant on coal. The
Congr essi onal Budget O fice has acknow edged that these increases
in energy costs will effectively act as a regressive tax affecting
every household in the nation, with a disproportionate effect on

poorer fanmilies; and

WHEREAS, The proposed cap and trade plan will rmake Chio | ess
attractive to businesses and further damage Chio's ability to
attract and retain jobs in manufacturing and ot her sectors of the
econony. Chio needs to position itself as a state that is
wel coming to industry and does not act in a manner that is

detrinmental to its current and future enployers; and

WHEREAS, The cap and trade program as proposed will result
not only in a massive w ndfall of hundreds of billions of dollars
for the federal government through the sale of em ssions credits,
but also in the |loss of hundreds of thousands of jobs. The program
ultimately will not result in the overall global decrease of
greenhouse gas eni ssions because those industries that enmt
greenhouse gas, if they are able to do so, will nerely relocate to
countries with less stringent standards and continue to operate,
and those countries are not poised to cap their carbon em ssions;

and
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WHEREAS, Any proposed new environnental or energy |egislation
enact ed by Congress shoul d pronote and encourage new t echnol ogi es
such as zero-eni ssion advanced nucl ear power, biomass energy, fuel
cells, and clean coal with carbon capture and sequestration with a
goal to bring such technologies to market as quickly as possible.
The regul atory, liability, and | egal barriers that prevent these
technol ogi es from being comerci alized and depl oyed shoul d be
addressed before any cap is inposed on greenhouse gas emni ssions;

now t herefore be it

RESOLVED, That we, the nenbers of the 128th CGeneral Assenbly
of the State of Chio, in adopting this resolution, urge the
Congress of the United States to refuse to enact cap and trade
| egi sl ation that woul d negatively inpact Americans by increasing
the costs of goods and services and instead enact | egislation that
encourages states to establish and devel op their own renewabl e

energy portfolio standards; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the Cerk of the House of Representatives
transnmit duly authenticated copies of this resolution to the
Speaker and Clerk of the United States House of Representatives,
the President Pro Tenpore and Secretary of the United States
Senate, the nmenbers of the Chio Congressional delegation, and the

news nedi a of Chio.
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