As Introduced

128th General Assembly
Regular Session H.J. R. No. 16
2009-2010

Representative Schneider

Cosponsors: Representatives Slesnick, Harwood, Murray, Yuko, Hagan

JOINT RESOLUTION

Proposing to anmend Section 6 of Article IV of the
Constitution of Ghio to elimnate the age at and
after which a person may not be elected or

appointed to a judicial office.

Be it resolved by the General Assenbly of the State of Chio,
three-fifths of the nmenbers elected to each house concurring
herein, that there shall be submtted to the electors of the
state, in the manner prescribed by law at the general election to
be held on Novenber 2, 2010, a proposal to anmend Section 6 of

Article IV of the Constitution of Chio to read as foll ows:

ARTI CLE |V

Section 6. (A) (1) The chief justice and the justices of the
suprene court shall be elected by the electors of the state at

|arge, for ternms of not |ess than six years.

(2) The judges of the courts of appeals shall be el ected by
the electors of their respective appellate districts, for terns of

not |ess than six years.

(3) The judges of the courts of conmon pleas and the
di vi sions thereof shall be elected by the electors of the

counties, districts, or, as may be provided by |aw, other
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subdi visions, in which their respective courts are |ocated, for
terms of not |ess than six years, and each judge of a court of
common pleas or division thereof shall reside during his term of
office in the county, district, or subdivision in which his court

is | ocated.

(4) Terns of office of all judges shall begin on the days
fixed by law, and |aws shall be enacted to prescribe the tinmes and

node of their election.

(B) The judges of the suprene court, courts of appeals,
courts of conmon pl eas, and divisions thereof, and of all courts
of record established by law, shall, at stated tines, receive, for
their services such conpensation as may be provided by | aw, which
shall not be dimnished during their termof office. The
conpensation of all judges of the suprene court, except that of
the chief justice, shall be the sane. The conpensation of all
judges of the courts of appeals shall be the same. Conmon pl eas
j udges and judges of divisions thereof, and judges of all courts
of record established by I aw shall receive such conpensation as
may be provided by [aw. Judges shall receive no fees or
perqui sites, nor hold any other office of profit or trust, under
the authority of this state, or of the United States. Al votes
for any judge, for any elective office, except a judicial office,
under the authority of this state, given by the general assenbly,
or the people shall be void.
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age—of—seventy—years— Any voluntarily retired judge, or any judge

who +s was retired under this section as it existed before January

1. 2011, may be assigned with his the retired judge's consent, by

the chief justice or acting chief justice of the supreme court, to

active duty as a judge and while so serving shall receive the
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est abl i shed conpensation for such office, conputed upon a per diem
basis, in addition to any retirenent benefits to which he the

retired judge may be entitled. Laws nmay be passed providing

retirenent benefits for judges.
EFFECTI VE DATE AND REPEAL

If adopted by a majority of the electors voting on this
proposal, Section 6 of Article IV as anended by this proposal
shal |l take effect on January 1, 2011, and existing Section 6 is
repeal ed fromthat effective date.

SCHEDULE

The amendnments to Section 6 of Article IV of the Constitution
of Chio in part substitute gender neutral for gender specific
| anguage. The gender neutralizing anendnents are not intended to
make a substantive change in the Chio Constitution. The gender
neutral |anguage is to be construed as a restatenent of, and
substituted in a continuing way for, the correspondi ng gender
specific | anguage existing prior to adoption of the gender

neutralizi ng amendnents.
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