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CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

To urge the President of the United States and the
Adm ni strator of the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration to select the National Miseum
of the United States Air Force at Wight-Patterson
Air Force Base near Dayton, Chio for public

di spl ay of a space shuttle orbiter.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF OHIO (THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES CONCURRING):

WHEREAS, The National Aeronautics and Space Admi nistration
(NASA) intends to select a limted nunmber of nuseuns for the
di splay of the space shuttle orbiters that will be retired at the
conclusion of the space shuttle program The National Miseum of
the United States Air Force at Wight-Patterson Air Force Base
near Dayton, Chio would be an excellent choice for the display of

a space shuttle orbiter; and

WHEREAS, The Museum the world's ol dest and | argest nuseum of
mlitary aviation, is the depository for the Air Force's National
Hi storical Collection and features nore than 400 aerospace

vehi cl es, including Mercury, Gemini, and Apoll o space capsul es.
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Wth 1.3 nillion visitors each year, the Muiseumis the nost
visited free tourist destination in Chio and is one of the nost

visited in the country; and

WHEREAS, The Museumis ready to accommpbdate a space shuttle
orbiter with one million square feet of climte-controlled exhibit
space and an adj acent runway that is approved for a |anding of the
shuttle carrier aircraft with a shuttle. In addition, the Miseum
enpl oys professional aerospace vehicle restoration staff who are
experienced in working with hazardous aerospace materials such as
those found on the shuttle and who will ensure the preservation of

the shuttle to the highest nmuseum standards; and

WHEREAS, The Museumis | ocated near Dayton, Chio, the
birthpl ace of aviation and the honme of the Wight Brothers, and in
the National Aviation Heritage Area, an area designated by
Congress that includes the Arnstrong Air and Space Miuseum Dayton
Avi ation Heritage National Historical Park, and National Aviation
Hall of Fanme. Finally, the Miseumis easily accessible from najor
popul ati on centers and is within a 600-mile radius of 61% of the

United States popul ation; and

WHEREAS, The Departnent of Defense, especially the Departnent
of the Air Force, coll aborated extensively with NASA' s space
shuttl e program including influencing the basic shuttle design,
providing many highly skilled shuttle astronauts, and saving the

programin | ean budget years during its devel opnent; and

WHEREAS, The Secretary of the Air Force has requested that
the NASA Adninistrator transfer a space shuttle orbiter to the Air
Force for placenment in the Air Force's National Historical
Col Il ection through interagency transfer using existing statutes
and regulations. This transfer will ensure that a taxpayer-funded
space shuttle orbiter will be kept under the ownership and
stewardship of the United States governnent and the American

peopl e; now therefore be it
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RESOLVED, That we, the nenbers of the 128th General Assenbly
of the State of Chio, conclude that it is in the interest of the
American people for a retired space shuttle orbiter to be
preserved and exhi bited at the National Miseum of the United
States Air Force at Wight-Patterson Air Force Base near Dayton,
Chio; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we, the nenbers of the 128th General Assenbly
of the State of Chio, urge the President of the United States and
the Administrator of the National Aeronautics and Space
Adm ni stration (NASA) to honor the request of the Departnent of
the Air Force for an interagency transfer of an operational space
shuttle orbiter so that it can be displayed at the National Miseum
of the United States Air Force as a national tribute to the
Arerican spirit of space exploration and to the indelible
partnershi p between NASA and the Departnent of the Air Force,
whi ch hel ped nake the space shuttle program possible; and be it

further

RESOLVED, That the Cerk of the Senate transmit duly
aut henticated copies of this resolution to the President of the
United States, the Adm nistrator of the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration, the Speaker and Clerk of the United States
House of Representatives, the President Pro Tenpore and Secretary
of the United States Senate, the nenbers of the Chio Congressional

del egation, and the news nedia of Chio.
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