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Senator Gibbs

Cosponsors: Senators Seitz, Schuring, Faber, Buehrer, Schuler

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

To request the Chio Congressional delegation to
oppose | egislation that disenfranchises Chio
workers by renoving their right to a private

bal | ot uni on el ecti on.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF OHIO (THE HOUSE OF

REPRESENTATIVES CONCURRING):

WHEREAS, The right to a private ball ot when voting on
external representation is fundanmentally inherent in our

representative Republic and shall not be infringed upon; and

WHEREAS, OChi o taxpayers spend trenmendous resources to foster
and support free elections at honme and abroad, it does not nake
sense to roll back the clock on our own workpl ace el ections by

abol i shing federally protected private ballots; and

WHEREAS, Passing the Enpl oyee Free Choice Act (EFCA) will
replace a federally supervised private ballot election with a
systemthat facilitates coercion and intimdation, known as "card
check," whereby enpl oyees publicly sign cards to vote for

uni oni zati on; and

VWHEREAS, The Chairnman of the United States House Education
and Labor Conmittee, Representative MIler (Denocrat, California),

and staunch supporter of the American "card check"” bill, sent a
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letter to a Mexican governnment official that states, "...we fee
that the private ballot is absolutely necessary in order to ensure
workers are not intimdated into voting for a union they may

ot herwi se not choose."; and

WHEREAS, The bill would | eave Chi o enpl oyees vul nerable to
harassnent, m sinformation, |abor union pressure, and woul d
ultimately have a significant negative inpact on the Chio smal

busi ness community; and

WHEREAS, Sral| busi nesses are less likely to have | abor
counsel and are nore susceptible to the conplicated | ega

restrictions enployers face during union organizing drives; and

WHEREAS, This | egislation departs fromover six decades of
precedent established by the National Labor Rel ations Act by
i nposi ng contract terns on private enployers through a process of

compul sory binding arbitration; and

WHEREAS, The nandatory binding arbitration provisions of EFCA
deny workers the right to participate in the collective bargaining

process between enpl oyees and the union; now therefore be it

RESOLVED, That the Chio Senate (the House of Representatives
concurring) finds that so-called "card check” Iegislation such as
the "Enpl oyee Free Choice Act" is detrimental to the rights of
Ohi o0 workers and an of fense agai nst denocratic principles, and
urges all nenbers of the Chio Congressional delegation to support
wor ker freedom by opposing the EFCA and any of its conponents in

2009 and in future years; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the Cerk of the Senate transmit duly
aut henti cated copies of this Resolution to the nmenbers of the Chio

Congressi onal del egation and to the news nedia of Chio.
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