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128th General Assembly
Regular Session S.C.R.No.5
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Senator Smith

Cosponsors: Senators Morano, Cafaro, Roberts, Stewart

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

To urge the President and Congress of the United
States to provide funds for the Chio Hub rail

corridor devel opnent.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF OHIO (THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES CONCURRING):

WHEREAS, The Chio Rail Devel opnent Conmm ssion (ORDC) and the
Ohi o Departnent of Transportation have conpl eted an anal ysis of
constructing and operating an intercity and interstate passenger
rail systemserving Chio and the M dwest, known as the Chi o Hub;

and

WHEREAS, The GChi o Hub study concl udes that construction and
operation of the rail systemw |l create a significant economc
stinmulus, that the econom c benefits justify the investnent, that
construction is econonmcally feasible and justifiable assum ng an
80% federal construction match, and that the project will not be a

burden on the State's annual budget; and

WHEREAS, The first two project devel opnent phases will
advance proposed rail corridors through the required steps under
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and will resolve
deci si ons regarding routes, station |ocations, and other capital

i nprovenents and provide a "record of decision" to be approved by
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t he Federal Railroad Adm nistration; and

WHEREAS, At the request of Governor Ted Strickland, the ORDC
has al so undertaken a study of conventional - speed passenger rai
in the d evel and- Col unbus-Ci ncinnati (3-C) Corridor as an

incremental step toward the above goals; and

WHEREAS, It is highly unlikely that ORDC and Ohio's
nei ghboring states will advance the devel opnent of the proposed
intercity and interstate passenger rail systemw thout federa

mat chi ng funds; and

WHEREAS, Chio and the nation are faced with an array of
urgent econom c, environnmental, and nobility chall enges that
require bold, effective action be taken to inplenent strategic and

essential investnents in our rail system now therefore be it

RESOLVED, That we, the nenbers of the 128th General Assenbly
of the State of Chio, acting on behalf of the citizens of Chio,
urge the President and Congress to support the ORDC s 2009 federa
fundi ng requests to conplete programlevel, first tier
Envi ronmental [ npact Statenents for Ohio Hub rail corridors; and

be it further

RESOLVED, That we, the nenbers of the 128th CGeneral Assenbly
of the State of Ohio, acting on behalf of the citizens of Ohio,
urge the President and Congress to fully fund the federal
Intercity Passenger Rail |nvestnent & | nprovenent Programwith the
| ong-term fundi ng necessary to finance the Chio Hub rail capacity
i mprovenments and with the federal governnent providing 80% of the

capital costs necessary to build the system and be it further

RESOLVED, That we, the nenbers of the 128th CGeneral Assenbly
of the State of Chio, acting on behalf of the citizens of Ohio,
urge the President and Congress to fund 3-C Corridor inprovenents
to support ORDC s work with Amtrak in establishing

conventi onal - speed passenger rail service in the corridor as a
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good first step in devel opnment of the Chio Hub; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the Cerk of the Senate transmit duly
aut henticated copies of this resolution to the President of the
United States, to the nenmbers of the Chi o Congressional
del egation, to the Speaker and the Clerk of the United States
House of Representatives, to the President Pro Tenpore and
Secretary of the United States Senate, to the Governor of Chio, to
the ORDC, and to the news nedi a of OChio.
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