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128th General Assembly
Regular Session S.C.R.No.9
2009-2010

Senator Hughes

RESOLUTION
Designating Chio Free Cinics Day, April 22, 2009.

WHEREAS, The nenbers of the 128th General Assenbly of Chio
are pleased to designate April 22, 2009, as Chio Free dinics Day;

and

WHEREAS, The future of Ohio's well-being is, to a |arge
neasure, dependent on the sound physical health of our citizens,
and free clinics play an inportant role in hel ping uni nsured and
underinsured fam|lies obtain and maintain good health. According
to Census data, 2.8 mllion Onhioans under the age of 65 went
W t hout health insurance during 2002 and 2003, and the 2004 Chio
Fanmily Health Survey found that the percentage of uninsured adults
increased from11.5 percent to 12.5 percent between 1998 and 2004.
The ongoi ng deterioration of enployer-based health insurance and
the growi ng unenpl oynent rate have led to the continuing rise of

this trend; and

VWHEREAS, The Chi o Association of Free Cinics was
i ncorporated in 2000 to represent agencies that provide free
health care in our state, and by the end of 2007, the organi zation
had 37 nmenber clinics. Conbining cost effective strategies with
the work of nore than 3,900 volunteers, these facilities saw
43, 000 uni nsured and underinsured patients during 2007, providing
nore than seven dollars in care for every dollar invested in the

clinics; and

VWHEREAS, Staffed by networks of dedicated nedica
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prof essi onal s who volunteer their tine and expertise to serve
those who are unable to attain or maintain quality, affordable
health care, free clinics are funded through private and corporate
donati ons, government grants, and fundraising events, and it is

i nperative that we continue to support these worthy institutions
and the dedicated individuals who keep them operating. The skill,
sensitivity, and conpassion these exceptional volunteers have

di spl ayed denonstrates how a small group of people can have a
positive inpact on the |ives of many, and we applaud themon their
superb record of service in inproving the health and wel | -bei ng of

their fellowcitizens; therefore be it

RESOLVED, That we, the menbers of the 128th General Assenbly
of Ohio, in adopting this Resolution, designate April 22, 2009, as
Chio Free dinics Day and, in so doing, call attention to the need
for supporting volunteers and for funding free clinics throughout
our state while showi ng our appreciation for these fine

individuals and the facilities they naintain; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the Senate transnit duly
aut henticated copies of this Resolution to the Chio Associ ation of

Free dinics and to the news nedia of Chio.



