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CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

To recogni ze March 15, 2012, as "Wnen and H V/ Al DS

Awar eness Day."

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE
OF OHIO (THE SENATE CONCURRING):

WHEREAS, HI V/AIDS is increasingly a wonen's epidenic, both in
the United States and gl obally; and

VWHEREAS, An estimated twenty-five per cent of persons |iving

with HV in the United States are wonen and girls; and

WHEREAS, Wonen conpri se nearly one quarter (twenty-three per

cent) of persons who are newly infected with HV; and

WHEREAS, Young wonen between the ages of thirteen and
thirty-nine are at extrenely high risk of HV infection and are an

i ncreasi ng percentage of new H 'V infections; and

VWHEREAS, Worren are nore likely to face barriers in accessing
H V prevention, treatnent, and care because of linmtations on
their deci sion-nmaki ng power, |lack of control over financi al
resources, restricted nobility, and child care responsibilities;

and
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WHEREAS, Racial and ethnic disparities are particularly
pronounced anong wonen living with HVAIDS, with African Anerican

and Latina woren di sproportionately affected by H V/ Al DS, and

WHEREAS, Wonren in the United States with H'V are less likely
to receive conbination therapy and have | ess access to treatnent

t han nen; and

VWHEREAS, The nost common net hods of H V transm ssion for

wonen are heterosexual contact and injection drug use; and

WHEREAS, Wonen have a far greater risk of contracting HV
fromnmen during sex than men do from wonen because of bi ol ogical

determ nants; and

WHEREAS, Wonen are at higher risk of experiencing intimate
partner violence, including rape, battering, and forced
unprot ected sex, which puts themat higher risk of becomn ng
infected with HV; and

WHEREAS, Wonen whose partners rape or batter them often have
linmted access to |l egal renedi es--even when | aws exist that make

battering a crine--because of fear or coercion; and

WHEREAS, For nany women, negotiating or demandi ng condom use

is avirtual inpossibility; and

VWHEREAS, Such factors as poverty and econonic disparities

bet ween wonen and nen i ncrease wormen's vul nerability; and

WHEREAS, Such factors as violence, inequality, racial and
sexual biases, and discrinmnatory laws directly contribute to
health disparities and an increased vulnerability to HV for

wonen; and

WHEREAS, Most Anericans feel there has not been enough action
on HV froma variety of groups and institutions including the
United States Congress; state and |ocal governnents; the nedia;

corporate, religious, and community | eaders; and pharnaceutica
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conpani es; now therefore be it

RESOLVED, That we, the nenbers of the 129th General Assenbly
of the State of Chio, recognize March 15, 2012, as "Wnen and
H V/ Al DS Awar eness Day" to encourage individuals, elected
of ficials, and comunity-based organi zations to take action to
address the inpact of H V/AIDS on wonen and girls; and be it

further

RESOLVED, That the Cerk of the House of Representatives
transmt duly authenticated copies of this resolution to the news

nmedi a of Chi o.
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