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CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

To urge the CGovernnment of Turkey to respect the
rights and religious freedons of the Ecuneni cal

Pat ri ar chat e.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE

OF OHIO (THE SENATE CONCURRING):

WHEREAS, The Ecunenical Patriarchate, |ocated in Istanbul,
Turkey, is the spiritual home of the world's second | argest

Christian church; and

WHEREAS, Wt hin the two-thousand-year-old Sacred See of the
Ecuneni cal Patriarchate, the New Testanent was codified and the

Ni cene Creed was created; and

WHEREAS, The Sacred See is |led by Ecunenical Patriarch
Bart hol onew, one of the world' s preeninent spiritual |eaders and
peacemakers representing 300 mllion Othodox Christians

wor | dwi de; and

VWHEREAS, Ecunenical Patriarch Barthol omew has a record of
reachi ng out and working for peace and reconciliation anong all
faiths and has fostered an interfaith dial ogue anong Chri sti ans,

Jews, and Muslins; and

WHEREAS, Followi ng the attacks on our nation on Septenber 11,
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2001, Ecunenical Patriarch Barthol onew gathered a group of
international religious |eaders to produce the first joint
statement with Muslimleaders that condemed t hese attacks as

"anti-religious"; and

WHEREAS, The Ecuneni cal Patriarchate co-sponsored the
Conf erence on Peace and Tol erance in Istanbul, which issued the
Bosporus Declaration that stated that "A crime comritted in the

nane of religion is a crine against religion"; and

WHEREAS, Since 1453 the continui ng presence of the Ecunenical
Patriarchate in Turkey has been a living testanent to religious

coexi stence; and

WHEREAS, This religious coexistence is in jeopardy because
the Governnment of Turkey refuses to recognize the rights and

religious freedons of the Ecumnenical Patriarchate; and

WHEREAS, The Governnent of Turkey has failed to recognize the

Ecuneni cal Patriarchate's international status; and

WHEREAS, The Governnent of Turkey has limted to Turkish
nati onals the candi dates available to hold the office of

Ecumeni cal Patriarch; and

WHEREAS, The Governnent of Turkey has confiscated 75% of the
Ecuneni cal Patriarchate's properties and has placed a 42%
retroactive tax on the Balukli Hospital of Istanbul, which is

operated by the Ecunenical Patriarchate; and

WHEREAS, The Governnent of Turkey has reneged on its
agreenent to reopen the Theol ogi cal School at Hal ki, which the
Gover nment of Turkey closed in 1971, thus inpeding training for
the Orthodox clergy in Turkey; and

VWHEREAS, The European Union, a group of nations with a conmon
goal of pronoting peace and the well-being of its peoples, has

agreed to open accession negotiations with Turkey; and
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WHEREAS, Under the ternms of the draft European Union
Constitution, current and prospective nmenber nations shoul d have
the goal of elimnating discrimnation based upon grounds such as
sex, race, color, ethnic or social origin, genetic features,
| anguage, religion or belief, political or any other opinion,
national mnority nmenbership, property, birth, disability, age, or

sexual orientation; and

WHEREAS, The Governnent of Turkey's current treatnent of the
Ecuneni cal Patriarchate is inconsistent with the nmenbership

condi tions and goal s of the European Union; and

WHEREAS, Orthodox Christians in Chio and throughout the
United States stand to lose their spiritual |eader because of the

continued actions of the Governnent of Turkey; now therefore be it

RESOLVED, That we, the nenbers of the 129th General Assenbly
of the State of Chio, in adopting this resolution, urge the
Governnent of Turkey to uphold and safeguard religious and hunan
rights w thout conpronise, grant the Ecunenical Patriarchate
appropriate international recognition and ecclesiastic succession,
grant the Ecunenical Patriarch the right to train clergy of al
nationalities, and respect the property and human rights of the

Ecumeni cal Patriarchate; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be transnitted to
the President of the United States, the United States Anbassador
to the Republic of Turkey, the Anbassador of the Republic of
Turkey to the United States, and the Onhio Congressional

del egati on
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