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CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

To urge the Secretary and the Chief of Staff of the
United States Air Force to give full consideration
to Rickenbacker Air Guard Station in Col unbus,
Chio as the location for the KCG46A Main Operating

Base.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE
OF OHIO (THE SENATE CONCURRING):

WHEREAS, The United States Air Force currently is exam ning
candi date bases for the initial fielding of twelve KC 46A

aircraft; and

WHEREAS, The proven performance of the Chio Air National
Guard's 121st Air Refueling Wng, based at Ri ckenbacker Air Guard
Station in Colunbus, Chio, in conbination with the |ocation,
infrastructure, and community associated with the site, would be

of uni que benefit to the Air Force; and

WHEREAS, The nen and wonen of the 121st Air Refueling Wng
continue a |ineage of proud service to our national defense that

spans over seventy years; and

WHEREAS, These Guardsnen stand ready to fulfill any mission
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assigned to them and have a proven track record of exenplary

performance in the air refueling mssion; and

WHEREAS, The 121st Air Refueling Wng has provided superi or
support to operations in lraq, Afghanistan, and el sewhere around
the world, and follow ng the United Nations resol ution concerning
the Libya no-fly zone, was anong the first units to respond within

hours to rapidly devel oping tanker requirenents; and

WHEREAS, The KC- 135 crews at Ri ckenbacker Air Guard Station
consistently denonstrate their superior performance as the only
Air National Guard unit to conpete in the biannual Air Mbility
Command Rodeo, winning nultiple awards over the past five years
for Best KC-135 Aircrew, Air Refueling, and Cargo Loadi ng across

the Air Force; and

WHEREAS, Ceographically, Rickenbacker Air Guard Station is
well | ocated to provide responsive support to the significant
demand for aerial refueling in the eastern United States,
particularly the heavy concentration of fighter and cargo aircraft

in the southeastern states; and

WHEREAS, Wth Ri ckenbacker Air Guard Station's infrastructure
currently supporting eighteen KC- 135R aircraft, the base is well

positioned to accept twelve KC46A aircraft; and

WHEREAS, The |ocal community is a strong supporter of the
base and its resident Airnen, and | ow | ocal area costs and the
availability of community aneniti es nmake Ri ckenbacker Air CGuard

Station well suited to host an active association unit; and

WHEREAS, The proven performance and weal th of experience of
the 121st Air Refueling Wng, Rickenbacker Air Guard Station's
outstanding facilities, and the strong | ocal and statew de support
the unit enjoys make Ri ckenbacker Air Guard Station an ideal

| ocation for a KC46A Main Operating Base; now therefore be it

RESOLVED, W, the nmenbers of the 130th General Assenbly of
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the State of Chio, urge the Honorable M chael B. Donley, the
Secretary of the United States Air Force, and General Mark A

Wel sh, the Chief of Staff of the United States Air Force, to give
Ri ckenbacker Air Guard Station every consideration in selecting a
| ocation for the KC-46A Main Operating Base; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the Cerk of the House of Representatives
transmit duly authenticated copies of this resolution to the
Secretary of the United States Air Force, to the Chief of Staff of

the United States Air Force, and to the news nedi a of Ohio.
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