As Introduced

130th General Assembly
Regular Session H.J.R.No. 11
2013-2014

Representative Huffman

JOINT RESOLUTION

Proposing to enact Section 43 of Article Il of the
Constitution of the State of Ohio to establish a
constitutional process for congressional

redistricting.

Be it resolved by the General Assenbly of the State of Chio,
three-fifths of the menbers el ected to each house concurring
herein, that there shall be submitted to the electors of the
state, in the manner prescribed by law at the general election to
be held on Novenber 3, 2015, a proposal to enact Section 43 of

Article Il of the Constitution of Ohio to read as fol |l ows:

ARTI CLE 1|

Section 43. (A)(1) The general assenbly shall be responsible

for the redistricting of this state for congress based on the

prescri bed nunber of congressional districts apportioned to the

state pursuant to Section 2 of Article 1 of the Constitution of

the United States. Each congressional district shall be entitled

to a single representative in the United States house of

representatives in each congress.

(2) Congressional districts shall be created in the follow ng

order:

(a) The whol e population of the state., as determ ned by the

federal decenni al census, shall be divided by the nunber of

conagressional districts apportioned to the state pursuant to
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Section 2 of Article 1 of the Constitution of the United States,

and the quotient shall be the congressional ratio of

representation for the ten years next succeedi hg such

apportionnent.

(b) Proceeding in succession fromthe |argest to the

smal l est, each county that, based on population, could contain

nore than one whol e congressional district shall be divided into

not nore congressional districts than the nunber of whol e

congressional districts the county could contain, plus one.

(c) The remnining territory of the state shall be conbi ned

into congressional districts.

(3) A congressional district plan shall conply with al

applicable provisions of the Constitution of the United States and

of federal |aw

(B) Except as otherw se provided in division (D) of this

section or by a final unappeal ed order of a court of conpetent

jurisdiction, a congressional district plan shall becone effective

only in a vear ending in the nuneral one.

(O (1)(a) Ajoint legislative conmittee shall be responsible

to propose a congressional district plan. The committee shal

consist of the follow ng six nenbers, each of whom shall be a

current nenber of the general assenbly:

(i) Two persons appointed by the speaker of the house of

representatives;

(ii) Two persons appointed by the president of the senate;

(iii) One person appointed by the |leqgislative | eader of the

| argest political party in the house of representatives of which

the speaker is not a nmenber;

(iv) One person appointed by the legislative | eader of the

| argest political party in the senate of which the president of
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the senate is not a nmenber.

(b) Not later than the fifteenth day of Auqust of a vear

ending in the nuneral one, the comm ttee shall propose a

congressional district plan to the general assenbly by the

affirmative vote of four nenbers of the committee, including at

| east one nenber of the committee who is a nenber of the | argest

political party represented in the general assenbly and one nenber

of the conmittee who is a nenber of the second | argest political

party represented in the general assenbly.

(c) If the commttee fails to propose a congressi ona

district plan to the general assenbly not later than the fifteenth

day of August of a vear ending in the nuneral one, in accordance

with division (Q(1)(b) of this section, the committee shal

propose a congressional district plan to the general assenbly not

later than the fifteenth day of Septenber of that year. The

proposal of a district plan under this division shall require the

affirmati ve vote of four nenbers of the conmmittee, including at

| east two nenbers of the conmittee who are representatives and two

nenbers of the committee who are senators.

(2)(a) Notwi thstanding division (A of Section 15 of this

article, the general assenbly shall vote on whether to adopt a

pl an proposed under division (C (1) of this section, wthout

anendnent, by joint resolution. If the district plan was proposed

under division (©(1)(b) of this section, the general assenbly

shall vote on whether to adopt the proposed plan not |ater than

the thirty-first day of August of that yvear. |If the district plan

was proposed under division (C(1)(c) of this section, the genera

assenbly shall vote on whether to adopt the proposed plan not

|ater than the first day of October of that vear. The adoption of

the proposed district plan shall require the affirnmati ve vote of a

mpjority of the nenbers elected to each house of the genera

assenbly. After the district plan is adopted, it shall be filed
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with the secretary of state. Upon filing with the secretary of

state, the plan shall becone effective.

(b) 1If the general assenbly fails to adopt the proposed

congressional district plan not later than the applicabl e deadline

prescribed by division (€ (2)(a) of this section, the proposed

congressional district plan shall be filed with the secretary of

state. Upon filing with the secretary of state, the plan shal

becone effective.

(D)(1) Adistrict plan that neets any of the foll ow ng

condi tions shall be effective for elections occurring in the year

following the vear in which the plan becane effective and shall be

subject to a vote of the electors as provided in division (D)(2)

of this section:

(a) The plan was proposed under division (C(1)(b) of this

section, was not adopted by the general assenbly, and becane

ef fective under division (C(2)(b) of this section

(b) The plan was proposed under division (Q(1)(c) of this

section and was adopted by the general assenbly under division
(O (2)(a) of this section

(c) The plan was proposed under division (©(1)(c) of this

section, was not adopted by the general assenbly. and becane

ef fective under division (Q(2)(b) of this section

(2) At the general election conducted in the year foll ow ng

the yvear in which the plan becane effective, the follow ng

question shall be subnmitted to the electors of the state:

"Shall the Ohio CGeneral Assenbly draw new congressi ona

districts?"

(3) If a majority of the electors vote in favor of requiring

the general assenbly to draw new congressional districts, not

earlier than the first day of February of the follow ng vear, the

Page 4

85
86

87
88
89
90
91
92

93
94
95
96
97

98
99
100

101
102
103

104
105
106

107
108
109

110
111

112
113
114



H.J.R. No. 11
As Introduced

joint legislative commttee shall propose, and the genera

assenbly shall adopt. new congressional districts in accordance

with this section. The new plan shall be drawn using the sane

popul ation data as were used to draw the plan described in

division (D) (1) of this section.

(4) If a mpjority of the electors vote against requiring the

general assenbly to draw new congressional districts, the district

plan described in division (D)(1) of this section shall renain in

effect until one-half of the general elections for congress

schedul ed to occur during the period beqginning after the el ection

at which the electors voted not to reqguire the general assenbly to

draw new congressional districts and ending in the next vear

ending in the nuneral one have occurred. |If an odd nunber of

applicable elections are scheduled to occur during that period,

t he nunber of general elections to be held using the plan

described in division (D)(1) of this section shall be deternined

by rounding up to the next whole nunber. After a plan described in

division (D)(1) of this section ceases to be effective under this

division, and not earlier than the first day of February of the

vear following the vear in which the plan ceased to be effective,

the joint legislative conmttee shall propose, and the genera

assenbly shall adopt. new congressional districts, in accordance

with this section, to be used until the next tine for

redistricting under this section. The new pl an shall be drawn

using the sanme popul ation data as were used to draw the plan

described in division (D)(1) of this section.

(E) A congressional district plan that becones effective

under this section is not subject to the referendum and i s not

subject to the veto of the governor. The el ectors nay not propose

a congressional district plan by initiative.
EFFECTI VE DATE

If adopted by a majority of the electors voting on this
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proposal, Section 43 of Article Il of the Constitution of the 147
State of Chio takes effect January 1, 2021. 148



