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RESOLUTION

To urge the United States Congress and the United
St at es Departnent of Defense to protect and uphold
the religious and free speech rights of mlitary

servi ce nenbers.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE

OF OHIO:

VWHEREAS, I n contrast to civilian society, the mlitary
operates under a unique set of rules in order to nmaintain
discipline, to ensure unit cohesion, and to achieve mlitary

obj ectives; and

WHEREAS, G ven the nature of the conflicts in which the
United States currently is engaged, it is inmportant for the
mlitary to refrain fromappearing to give preference to the

practitioners of any particular religion; and

VWHEREAS, The United States arned forces nonet hel ess nust
respect the constitutionally guaranteed religious and free speech
rights of those who serve in the mlitary, as those individuals
frequently are isolated fromtheir religious conmunities and | ack

opportunities for extended personal religious exercise; and

WHEREAS, O ficers of the United States Mlitary are sworn to
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support and defend the Constitution of the United States; and

WHEREAS, Participation in religious services offered by the
mlitary is voluntary, and those who choose not to attend are not

puni shed; and

WHEREAS, Recent egregi ous events give reasons for concern
that Christianity has been unfairly targeted within the mlitary,

as denonstrated in the foll ow ng exanpl es:

(1) In 2012, a United States Arny Reserve equal opportunity
training brief expressly listed Catholicismand Evangeli cal
Christianity as exanples of religious extrem sm al ongsi de such
groups as Al Qaeda, Hamas, and the KKK;

(2) The United States Mlitary Acadeny's Conbating Terrorism

Center released a study linking pro-lifers to terrorism
(3) The Bible has been purged fromAir Force Inn checklists;

(4) President Cbama issued a signing statenent with the
Nat i onal Defense Authorization Act in which the President inplied
that sone views are nore inportant to be protected than the nora

conscience of Christians in the nmilitary;

(5) The Air Force Rapid Capabilities Ofice renoved a

reference to God in its logo on its official patch

(6) At the national cemetery in Houston, Texas, Christian

prayers were prohibited at funeral services for mlitary veterans;

(7) Distribution of Bibles was banned at Walter Reed Arny
Medi cal Center; and

(8) Catholic chaplains were prohibited fromreading a letter
to parishioners fromtheir archbi shop regarding the Departnent of

Heal t h and Human Servi ces contracepti on nandate; and

VWHEREAS, The mlitary should not penalize or prevent one
mlitary menber's religious expression sinply because it offends

another mlitary service nenber who is equally entitled to the
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free exercise of religion; now therefore be it

RESOLVED, That we, the nenbers of the Chi o House of
Representatives, urge the United States Departnent of Defense to

utilize calmand prudent judgnent in balancing the religious and

free speech rights of mlitary service nenbers against the need to

preserve nmilitary effectiveness; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we urge the United States Congress to take
action to protect and uphold the religious freedomof mlitary
service nmenbers as stated in the United States Constitution and
the United States Departnent of Defense Handbook; and be it

further

RESOLVED, That the Cerk of the House of Representatives
transmt duly authenticated copies of this resolution to the
Speaker and Mnority Leader of the United States House of
Representatives, the Majority and Mnority Leaders of the United
States Senate, the nmenbers of the Ohi o Congressional del egation,
the United States Secretary of Defense, and the news nedia of
Ohi o.

Page 3

49

50
51
52

54

55
56
57
58
59

60
61
62
63
64
65
66



