As Reported by the House Military and Veterans Affairs
Committee

130th General Assembly
Regular Session Sub. H. R. No. 283
2013-2014

Representative Young
Cosponsors: Representatives Adams, J., Beck, Becker, Buchy, Derickson,

Hood, Thompson, Johnson, Retherford, Rosenberger

RESOLUTION

To urge the United States Congress and the United
States Departnent of Defense to protect and uphold
the religious and free speech rights of mlitary

servi ce nenbers.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE
OF OHIO:

WHEREAS, In contrast to civilian society, the nmilitary
operates under a unique set of rules in order to maintain
di scipline, to ensure unit cohesion, and to achieve mlitary

obj ectives; and

WHEREAS, The Constitution of the United States guarantees the
religious and free speech rights of our uniforned service nenbers
as those individuals frequently are isolated fromtheir religious
communi ties and | ack opportunities for extended personal religious

exerci se; and

WHEREAS, O ficers of the Armed Forces, including the Chio
National CGuard, are sworn to support and defend the Constitution

of the United States; and

WHEREAS, Participation in religious services offered by the
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mlitary is voluntary, and those who choose not to attend are not

puni shed; and

WHEREAS, No uni forned servi ce nenber shoul d be deni ed the

very rights for which they are willing to give their lives; and

WHEREAS, Recent events in the United States Arned Forces
around the country denonstrate that religious and free speech
rights of our mlitary service nenbers have been
unconstitutionally treated, as denpbnstrated in the follow ng

nonexhaustive |ist of exanples:

(1) I'n 2012, United States nilitary recruits were presented a
detail ed equal opportunity training brief that expressly listed
Cat hol i ci sm and Evangelical Christianity as exanpl es of religious

extrem sm al ongsi de such groups as Al Qaeda, Hamas, and the KKK;

(2) The United States MIlitary Acadeny's Conbating Terrorism
Center released a study linking those that believe in the sanctity

of human life to terrorism
(3) The Bible has been purged fromAir Force |Inn checklists;

(4) The Air Force Rapid Capabilities Ofice renoved a

reference to God in its logo on its official patch

(5) At the national cenetery in Houston, Texas, Christian

prayers were prohibited at funeral services for nmlitary veterans;

(6) Distribution of Bibles was tenporarily banned at the
Walter Reed Arny Medical Center;

(7) Catholic chaplains were prohibited fromreading a letter
to parishioners fromtheir archbi shop regarding the Departnent of

Heal t h and Human Servi ces contracepti on nmandate; and

(8) Two chaplains filed a conpl ai nt agai nst the Departnent of
Vet erans Affairs because of harassnment, having been told not to

guote scripture in their chaplaincy training class; and

WHEREAS, No el enent of our military can constitutionally
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penal i ze or otherwi se prohibit religious expression nerely because

it of fends another; and

WHEREAS, The readi ness of our nmilitary is weakened when
menbers' ability to exercise their legitimate rights to religious

expression are abridged; and

WHEREAS, Recent acts inpeding the religi ous expression of
uni formed service nenbers has caused unnecessary contention and

di sruption in the ranks; and

WHEREAS, What happens within our armed services as a whol e
has an inextricable inpact upon the GChio National CGuard,
especially when Chio National Guard units are operating under

nati onal conmmand; now therefore be it

RESOLVED, That we, the nenbers of the House of
Representatives of the State of Chio, urge the United States
Congress and the United States Departnent of Defense to protect
and uphold the religious and free speech rights of nmilitary

service nenbers; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we, the nenbers of the House of
Representatives of the State of Chio, urge the United States
Department of Veterans Affairs to respect the freedomof mlitary

veterans to practice and express their faith; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the Cerk of the House of Representatives
transmt duly authenticated copies of this resolution to the
Speaker and Mnority Leader of the United States House of
Representatives, the Majority and Mnority Leaders of the United
States Senate, the nenbers of the Chio Congressional del egation
the United States Secretary of Defense, the United States

Department of Veterans Affairs, and the news nedia of Chio.
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