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Senator Patton

Cosponsors: Senators Seitz, Manning, LaRose, Hughes

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

To urge the United States House of Representatives 1
Comm ttee on Energy and Commerce Subconmittee on 2
Commruni cati ons and Technol ogy to hold regul ar 3
hearings regarding the nati onwi de broadband public 4
safety network, require the First Responder 5
Network Authority (FirstNet) to identify the costs 6
of such network to Chio, and include rel ated 7
amendnents to the | aw governing FirstNet. 8

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF OHIO (THE HOUSE OF

REPRESENTATIVES CONCURRING):

WHEREAS, Chio's first responders require mission critical 9
conmmuni cations infrastructure to effectively do their jobs; and 10
WHEREAS, Chi o has invested over $500, 000,000 in system assets 11
that include over 200 tower sites, shelters, generators, nobile 12
towers, mcrowave backhaul, consoles, and nobile and portable 13
radi os; and 14
WHEREAS, Over 55,000 first responders and public service 15
users at the federal, state, and | ocal governnent levels rely on 16
the assets that Chio has invested in; and 17
WHEREAS, The federal Mddle Cass Tax Relief and Job Creation 18

Act of 2012 created the First Responder Network Authority 19
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(FirstNet) within the United States Departnent of Comrerce
Nat i onal Tel econmuni cations and I nformation Adm nistration and
tasked FirstNet with building and nmaintaining a single,

nati onwi de, interoperable broadband public safety network; and

WHEREAS, FirstNet is requiring states to inventory their
assets and devel op statew de plans to allow federal use or
t akeover of those assets for the undeterm ned nati onw de broadband

public safety network; and

WHEREAS, FirstNet is requiring states to opt into, and
provi de an undeterm ned | evel of financial support to, the

nati onwi de broadband public safety network; and

WHEREAS, FirstNet appears to |lack sufficient funding for the
nati onwi de broadband public safety network, but is requiring a

sel f-sustai ni ng nodel ; and

WHEREAS, FirstNet |acks planning and did not seek input from
Ohi o0 as evidenced by the witnesses who testified before, and
subnitted testinmony to, the United States House of Representatives
Committee on Energy and Commerce Subconmittee on Communi cati ons
and Technology in a March 2013, hearing entitled "Oversight of

First Net and Enmergency Conmuni cations"; now therefore be it

RESOLVED, That we, the nenbers of the 130th General Assenbly
of the State of Chio, respectfully urge the Subcomittee on
Communi cati ons and Technol ogy to hold regul ar hearings regarding
the nati onwi de broadband public safety network and require that
FirstNet create a publicly vetted business plan that identifies
the exact costs that Chio will be nmandated to appropriate or
obligate for the nationw de broadband public safety network; and
be it further

RESOLVED, That we, the nenbers of the 130th General Assenbly
of the State of Chio, respectfully urge the Subcomittee on

Communi cati ons and Technol ogy to include anendnents to the | aw
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that would allow Chio to opt-out of the nationw de broadband

public safety network with no net costs; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we, the nenbers of the 130th CGeneral Assenbly
of the State of Chio, respectfully urge the Subcommittee on
Communi cati ons and Technol ogy to include anendnents to the | aw
that require FirstNet to provide full witten assurances that
comruni cati ons provi ded by the nationw de broadband public safety
network will neet and exceed the current |evel of service for
Ohio's state and | ocal public safety officers in the areas of
reliability, redundancy, and state-based systemcontrol; and be it

further

RESOLVED, That we, the nenbers of the 130th Ceneral Assenbly
of the State of Chio, respectfully urge the Subcommittee on
Commruni cati ons and Technol ogy to include anmendnents to the | aw
that require FirstNet to provide fair market conpensation to Chio
for access and utilization of state-owned assets in support of the

network's depl oynment; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we, the nenbers of the 130th CGeneral Assenbly
of the State of Chio, respectfully urge the United States Congress
to reconsider the statute and appropriations creating FirstNet;

and be if further

RESOLVED, That the Cerk of the Senate transmt duly
aut henticated copies of this resolution to the Speaker and Cerk
of the United States House of Representatives, the President Pro
Tenpore and Secretary of the United States Senate, all nenbers of
the United States House of Representatives Energy and Conmerce
Committee, the menbers of the Chio Congressional del egation, and

the news nedi a of Chio.
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