As Introduced

130th General Assembly
Regular Session S.C.R.No.8
2013-2014

Senator Hite

Cosponsors: Senators Balderson, Beagle, Jones, Lehner, Seitz, Smith

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

To designate the nonth of April as Forgotten Victins

of Crinme recognition nonth in Chio.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF OHIO (THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES CONCURRING):

WHEREAS, Chi o has the seventh largest prison population in
the United States, with nore than 48,800 nen and wonen

incarcerated in Chio's prison systenm and

VHEREAS, Between 1991 and 2007, the nunber of children who
had an i ncarcerated parent increased by 80% One out of every 28
children has a parent who is incarcerated. Approximately seven in
ten wonen under correctional sanctions have m nor children under
the age of 18 and approximately five in ten nmen under correctional
sanctions have minor children. On average, for every fenale
prisoner, 2.4 children beconme invisible, forgotten victinms. For
every nal e prisoner, an average of 2.0 children become forgotten
victins. Since incarceration rates are higher for nmales than for
femal es, up to 90% of the children who have an incarcerated parent

are socially fatherless; and

WHEREAS, | nprisonnent disrupts positive, nurturing
rel ationships, particularly between nothers and their children;

and
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WHEREAS, Parental incarceration is associated with greater
risk that a child will experience material hardship and famly

instability; and

WHEREAS, Children of incarcerated parents face nany probl ens
typical to at-risk youth (lack of positive role nodels, unstable
hone life, poverty, poor school performance), including being five
to six tinmes nore likely than peers to be incarcerated thensel ves,
nore likely to abuse substances and engage in antisocial behavior,
nore likely to drop out of school, run away, and becone honel ess,
nore likely to suffer froma negative self imge, fear, anxiety,
anger, resentnment, and sadness, nore likely to have high I evels of
truancy, physical aggression and di sruptive behavior, and nore
likely to be traumati zed by separation, stigmatized by shame of

having a parent in prison; and

WHEREAS, Intervening in the lives of incarcerated parents and
their children to preserve and strengthen positive famly
connections can yield positive societal benefits in the form of
reduced recidivism reduced crinme through | ess intergenerational
crimnal justice systeminvol venent and pronotion of healthy child

devel oprent; and

VWHEREAS, Several studi es have found that mmintenance of
famly ties during incarceration is |linked to post-rel ease
success, defined as |ower rates of recidivismand fewer parole

vi ol ati ons; and

WHEREAS, It is in the best interest of the citizens of Chio
to encourage strong fanmilies, especially anong Chio's incarcerated

popul ati on whenever possible; now therefore be it

RESOLVED, That we, the nenbers of the 130th General Assenbly,
recogni zi ng the adverse inpacts upon children of incarcerated
parents, designate the nonth of April as Forgotten Victins of

Crime Recognition Month and encourage all citizens of the state of
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Chio, along with all state and | ocal agencies that interact with
the famlies of incarcerated Chioans, to join with the Genera
Assenbly in acknow edgenment and support of the famlies and

children of incarcerated Chioans; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the Cerk of the Senate transmt duly

aut henticated copies of this resolution to the news nedia of Chio.
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