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RESOLUTION

To urge the Congress of the United States to enact

conmpr ehensive inmmgration reform

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

WHEREAS, Anerica has a long and rich heritage of immigration,
but our current inmigration systemis broken, as imigrants face
an insufficient nunber of visas for workers to support the United
States | abor force; arbitrary visa caps, which create backl ogs and
separate famlies; exploitation by enployers through wage and
wor kpl ace viol ations; and i nadequate governnent infrastructure to

support the imrgrant popul ation; and

WHEREAS, Conprehensive inmmgration reformnust provide
| aw- abi di ng, tax-paying inmmgrant workers and their famlies with
an opportunity to obtain | egal permanent residency, and eventually
United States citizenship, through fair and reasonable

requirements; and

WHEREAS, Conprehensive immgration reform should reduce
i mi gration backlogs so that United States citizens may be

reunited with famly nenbers requesting to i nmmgrate; and

WHEREAS, Any new wor ker visa program nust provide workers
with all the rights afforded by the United States Constitution,

portabl e visas that allow workers to change jobs, and the ability
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to petition for pernmanent residency; and

WHEREAS, Conprehensive inmmgration reformshould include a
nmeani ngful opportunity for inmmgrant students to pursue a coll ege

education after high school graduation; and

WHEREAS, United States immgration policies nust actively
pronote the civic integration of newconers in order to decrease
the barriers immgrants face in acquiring the necessary skills to
participate in our nation's civic life, such as providing access

to English instruction and civics proficiency courses; and

WHEREAS, Conprehensive inmgration reformnust include a
di scussi on of the fundanental causes of nigration to the United
States, such as the need for sustainable social and econom c
devel oprment in mgrants' comunities of origin. Further, our
nation must nore actively pursue partnership opportunities with
sending nations in order to identify feasible devel opnent
strategies to enable those nations better to neet the econonic

needs of their popul ations; and

WHEREAS, The federal government nust take action to reform
our inmmigration laws in order to continue our heritage of
i mmi gration by maki ng permanent President Cbama's Deferred Action
for Childhood Arrivals program which grants work permts and
permission to stay in United States to certain individuals who
were brought into this country before they were sixteen years of
age; by establishing a path to citizenship for all inmmgrants who
have not committed crinminal offenses; and by protecting the unity

and sanctity of the famly; and

WHEREAS, The federal governnment has the exclusive authority
to devel op, inplenent, and enforce immgration policy under the
United States Constitution, and the regulation of immgration is

solely the responsibility of the federal governnent; and

WHEREAS, Conprehensive inmmgration reformnust strengthen our
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national security and the safety of our communities and
nei ghbor hoods because the United States, |ike every sovereign
nation, has the right to secure its borders through | aws that

regul ate the entry of persons fromother countries; and

WHEREAS, The United States nust provide resources for
i mm gration enforcenment and nust inpl enent enforcenment neasures
that will acconplish these goals in an effective and hunane

manner; now therefore be it

RESOLVED, That the Senate of the State of Chio calls upon the
United States Congress pronptly to enact conprehensive inmgration

reform and be it further

RESOLVED, That the Cerk of the Senate transmit duly
aut henticated copies of this resolution to the President and
Vice-President of the United States, to the Majority and Mnority
Leaders of the United States Senate, to the Speaker and the
M nority Leader of the United States House of Representatives, and

to the nenbers of the Onhio Congressional del egation
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