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RESOLUTION

In menory of Jonathan Wnters

VHEREAS, The nmenbers of the Senate of the 130th CGeneral
Assenbly of Ohio were deeply saddened to learn of the death of
Jonat han Wnters and extend our heartfelt condol ences to his

famly and friends; and

WHEREAS, Jonathan Wnters |left an indelible inpression on the
peopl e whose lives he touched, and he will be renenbered as a
spirited individual who contributed i nmeasurably to the world
around him A veteran of the U S. Marine Corps and a native of
Chi o, where he got his start in entertainnent as a radi o disc
jockey and a television host, he was a pioneer of inprovisational
standup comedy, a new category that he was instrunmental in
devel opi ng, and he becane the inspiration for the |likes of Robin
Wllianms, JimCarrey, Johnny Carson, Lily Tomin, Tracey U Il man
and Billy Crystal, who followed in his footsteps. In addition, he
made history in 1956 when his program The Jonathan Wnters Show,
was the first to use color videotape, and he will be renenbered
for his generosity, talents, and seem ngly inexhaustibl e enerqgy;

and

WHEREAS, Jonat han Wnters's regard for inproving the quality
of life in our society was clearly evident in his persona
sacrifices of tine and effort to his famly, friends, and

community, including his wife, the late Eileen, and his two
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children, Lucinda and Jay. A cast nenber of such productions as
Mork and Mndy, It's a Mad, Mad, Mad, Mad World, The Little
Prince, and The Snurfs 2, he was the recipient of an Etmy Award,
two Ganmy awards, and the Mark Twain Prize for Hunor fromthe
Kennedy Center, and he gave generously of his energy and abilities
in all of his endeavors. Wthout a doubt, he displayed exceptiona

concern and insight, and his absence will be keenly felt; and

WHEREAS, In his various roles as a fanmly man, conedi an
pai nter, and aut hor of such works as a collection of short stories
entitled, "Wnters' Tales," Jonathan Wnters always used his
talents to the benefit of those around him and the warnth and
under standi ng he readily extended to those around himw Il stand
as a testanment to his personal character. Although the void his
death has created can never be filled, the | egacy of care and
comm tment he established will surely live on. The world is a
richer place for his having been in it, and he will be truly

m ssed; therefore be it

RESOLVED, That we, the nenbers of the Senate of the 130th
General Assenbly of Chio, in adopting this Resolution, express a
prof ound sense of |oss and sincere regret at the death of Jonat han
Wnters and, in so doing, pay tribute to the nenory of a truly

uni que individual; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the Cerk of the Senate transmt a duly
aut henticated copy of this Resolution to the fanmly of Jonathan

W nters.
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